WeLcome To Worsuip
AT
WurtnaLL Park LutHeRAN CHURCH

NINETH SUNDay OF penrecosT
SUNDay JULY 26TH. 2026

Pastor Michael Fazio is presiding.

We have come together today as members and guests to worship God
and celebrate new life in Jesus Christ. We hope our worship will be uplifting
and provide a source of hope and strength for the week ahead.

If you believe that the Lord is truly present for us in the Sacrament in
body and blood for the forgiveness of sin, you are welcome to join us as
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Brian Hinkley
As the prelude is a time of preparation, please consider quietly meditating
on these words of the Psalm during this time of reflection.
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)

CALL TO WORSHIP 533 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Vs 5

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as Pastor begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, who calls us beloved children,
who gathers us into one flock, who guides us into all truth.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Faithful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways
that lead to death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you
have first loved us. Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit
work in us to change our lives and make us new, that we may know
the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, Our risen Lord. Amen.

P: In the name of * Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your sins are
forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy,
and inspire you to live for others.

C: Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN 769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You

1

If you but trust in God to guide you
with gentle hand through all your ways,
you'll find that God is there beside you
when crosses come, in trying days.
Trust then in God's unchanging love;
build on the rock that will not move.

What gain is there in anxious weeping,
in helpless anger and distress?

If you are in your Savior's keeping,

in sorrow will he love you less?

For Christ who took for you a cross
will bring you safe through ev'ry loss.

The Lord our restless hearts is holding,
in peace and quietness content.

We rest in God's good will unfolding,
what wisdom from on high has sent.
God, who has chosen us by grace,
knows very well the fears we face.

Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving,
offer your service faithfully.

Trust heaven's word; though undeserving,
you'll find this promise true to be.

This is our confidence indeed:

God never fails in time of need.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

KYRIE ELW 154

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Have mercy O Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE This is The Feast ELW Setting 4 Pg 149
Cantor:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

All: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set
us free to be people of God. Power and riches and wisdom
and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn
of all creation; Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb
who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Letuspray . . . Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.
By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes
from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING a reading from 1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies,
God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said,
"Ask what I should give you.” ° And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on
his throne today. " And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to
go out or come in. “ And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.
’ Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able
to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
"It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God said to him, “Because
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the
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life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, “I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning
mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after
you.” This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 779:129-136
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)

'“’Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart.
""“When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to

the simple.
"'T open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments.
" Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who

love your name.
"> Order my footsteps in your word:; let no iniquity have dominion over me.
'*“ Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your

commandments.
"% Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.
""* My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING a reading from Romans 8:26-39

These wordss celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death
for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God'’s love
poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself is able to separate

us from such incredible divine love.

“®The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. °’ And God, who
searches hearts, knows whatis the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.”® We know that all things work together
for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. *° For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. * And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified. ' What then are we to say about
these things? If God is for us, who is against us? ** He who did not withhold his

own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us
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everything else? *> Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. ”* Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised,
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. > Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution

or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written, “For your sake we
are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
*’No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved
us. *“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, °” nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Refrain:
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light onto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light onto my path.

When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way,

still you're there right beside me.

And nothing will I fear as long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end. Refrain

GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13:37-33, 44-52

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; " it is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” ** He
told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “ on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
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“’"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and

caught fish of every kind; *“ when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will beat the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous "’ and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. °' “"Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °* And he said
to them, "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.” This is the Gospel of Our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 793 Be Thou My Vision

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me,
save that thou art: thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and
thou with me, Lord. Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heavenward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3 RichesIheed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance,
now and always: thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys,
O heaven's Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

HYMN DURING HEALING 673 Thy Holy Wings

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING ~
Those who wish for a time of personal prayer please come
forward at this time.



APOSTLE'S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

Trusting in God's steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

a brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees,
those preparing for seminary, awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all
who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your
presence among us. Protect all of your creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’
stories with compassion and curiosity and remind us of your love from
which we can never be separated. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else
that distracts, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our intercessor dismantle the barriers to care and recognition

of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty . . . God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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C:

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing

gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope shown in those who came
before us, we give you thanks. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,

we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERATORY HYMN ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

P:

Letuspray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good,
and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might
be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

90 9N0DT N

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and ourjoy . . . we praise your name,
and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 10 Pg 207
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy and Mighty Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened His arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await

his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, now and forever.

C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION
THE BODY OF CHRIST, GIVEN FOR YOU. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, SHED FOR YOU.
As we accept the Lord’s gift of His body and blood, we will receive Him in our
refilled cups containing the wafer and juice or by intinction in the fullness of
faith that God'’s love and grace have been poured into these holy elements.
One Body, One Mind, One Lord Jesus Christ. This is God’s precious gift for you.

COMMUNION SONG 795 Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMNS 575 Break Now The Bread of Life
483 Here Is Bread

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.

C: Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Vs 1 & 3
1 Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound! Jesus lives again,
earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound!
3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!

Refrain
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Letuspray. . . God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send
us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give
you peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN 867 In Thee Is Gladness

1 In thee is gladness amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart.
By thee are given the gifts of heaven, thou the true redeemer art.
Our souls thou wakest; our bonds thou breakest. Who trusts thee surely
has built securely and stands forever: Alleluia!
Our hearts are pining to see thy shining, dying or living,
to thee are cleaving; naught can us sever: Alleluia!

2 Jesus is ours! We fear no powers, not of earth or sin or death.
He sees and blesses in worst distresses;
he can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story tell of his glory with heart and voices;
all heav'n rejoices in him forever: Alleluia!
We shout for gladness, triumph o'er sadness,
love him and praise him and still shall raise him glad hymns forever:
Alleluia!

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace, to love and serve Our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




