
F R O M M AT T

One of my favorite, most meaningful classes in seminary was on revivals and awakenings, taught by my dear friend and mentor 

Dr Richard Ross. It helped affirm my call to work with young people. It also served as a bar setter for how God has continued to 

use young people to lead cities…even nations… to their knees in brokenness over sin, to lead a great young king to restore the 

Word of God to its rightful place as principal guidance and governance of rule, to call out and send out obedient, pioneering 

men and women who would take the Gospel to tribes and tongues who had never heard of Jesus some of whom we didn’t even 

know existed. 

And on the very campus (Asbury College), where at least two of the revivals we studied took place in the mid-20th century, God 

has shown up again. Many will proclaim for God to do it again… like in the early stages of the Jesus Movement. But for me, I’m 

asking that God would do more. More of his presence. More of his word. More of his people broken over sin. More of his church 

mobilized to the lost across the street and around the world. More of his people living as sent ones. More men and women 

transformed by the Gospel. Lord… do it again, but we need more. You want more. You deserve more.

O U R S T O R Y
In 1894, God led Hannah Hyatt to donate her home and farm 

to Arkansas Baptists as a home for vulnerable children. What 

began in the heart of one woman, has expanded over 125 years 

later to multiple Christ-centered divisions across the state 

serving Arkansas families.  

Today, we build, strengthen and restore Arkansas families for God’s glory through different areas of Christ-Centered ministry: 

foster care and adoption, campus care foster communities, Christian counseling, and family stability & advocacy. More info can 

be found at www.arkansasfamilies.org. 

O U R G O A L
The vision of Arkansas Baptist Children’s Homes and Family Ministries is an Arkansas filled with healthy childhoods, healthy 

families, and healthy churches. We believe this vision for our state is possible through a strong partnership between our ministry 

and Arkansas Baptist churches to make Christ-centered counseling, family advocacy, and foster care resources available to 

vulnerable children and families across Arkansas. 

 

O U R PA S S I O N
ABCFM carries out our mission to build, strengthen and restore families through distinct divisions of the agency. 

LIVING WELL PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING  

The mission of Living Well Counseling is to offer the highest quality Christian counseling across Arkansas at an affordable cost. 

 

DESIRED HAVEN FAMILY CARE 

The mission of Desired Haven Family Care is to offer a Christ-centered support system for vulnerable Arkansas families through 

advocacy around the state and family care homes currently in Springdale, Jonesboro, and Little Rock. 

 

CONNECTED FOSTER CARE & ADOPTIONS, a private, licensed placement agency 

Connected Foster Care is a private, licensed placement agency whose mission is to equip the local church to impact the foster care 

system, by providing Christ-Centered homes that are supported with Christ-Centered staff and services. Connected Adoptions 

champions the brave, life-giving choice of an expectant mother and removes the barriers that hinder loving families from child-

centered adoption, by providing all-encompassing wrap around services.  

 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST RANCH | ARKANSAS BAPTIST HOMES FOR CHILDREN  

The mission of Campus Care is keeping large sibling groups together while in foster care by providing campus homes and campus 

support for foster families. 

WAY S T O P R AY
Pray for the local church to send local missionaries as foster families and to provide advocates for vulnerable families in their 

community who need a healthy support system. Pray for individuals, couples and families to experience hope and healing 

through professional Christian counseling. Pray for our campuses to find the right foster families to join on mission and serve in 

Monticello and at The Ranch. 

K I E R R A
Kierra, 22, first attended adult education classes at the City Center in August 

2021. Life choices during her teenage years left her unable to finish her high 

school degree. In pursuit of her GED, she worked independently from home as 

well as frequenting the classroom for one-to-one instruction. When she would 

come in for testing, the missions team would pray for her and celebrate with 

her when she passed one of her tests. Her determination and perseverance 

paid off when she passed her 4th and final exam in September 2022. 

In January, Kierra returned to the City Center to inform us that she was 

awarded an $800 scholarship. She is currently enrolled in a Certified Nursing 

Assistant Program. After completing the program, she hopes to gain full-time 

employment at a local hospital. 
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In January, 15 students from the 

Hidden Creek Reentry Program and 2 

students from the community logged 

hours in adult education classes at 

the City Center.  In the past 6 months, 

adult education students have earned 

45 Career Readiness Certificates, 

substantiating to employers that 

an individual possesses the basic 

workplace skills they seek.

Two of our adult groups were 

very generous with their time this 

Valentine’s Day. Filling up the atrium 

in the City Center, they hosted a 

Valentine’s Day lunch, complete with 

an assortment of homemade soups, 

stews, and desserts, as a ministry 

outreach to our food pantry friends. 

This was a time of sharing the Gospel, 

fellowship with our community, and 

even making our own Valentine’s Day 

cards. We are so thankful for events 

like these and look forward to our next 

lunches in April and June. If your group 

is interested in being involved, please 

email emily@ibclr.org. 

G O T R I P S
**Acts 1:8 GO Scholarships available for church members.**
March 18-26 | Southeast Asia | How to Pray
April 20-28 | Ghana | How to Pray
June 14-22 | Brazil | Apply Now (Deadline 3/31)
June 24-July 1 | Las Vegas | Apply Now (Deadline 3/31)
July 7-15 | Paraguay | Apply Now (Deadline 3/31)

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

F O O D PA N T R Y -  C L O T H I N G C L O S E T | 
M A R C H 7 ,  1 4 ,  2 1 ,  2 8 ;  A P R I L  4 ,  1 1 ,  1 8 ,  2 5  
Come join us as we serve hundreds of households in our city each month. Click 

here for volunteer opportunities.

D E N TA L C L I N I C |  M A R C H 1 0 ,  A P R I L  1 4 ,  2 8  
Come join us as we seek to provide some needed physical relief to dozens of 

hurting folks while also pointing them to the hope of Jesus. Click here for volunteer 

opportunities.

T H E WAY C H U R C H N E T W O R K
Andy and Morgan Campbell are UAMS students about to begin their 

residency stage. Since college, they have sensed the Lord calling them to 

serve in a long-term capacity overseas on the mission field. They chose 

to spend the last few weeks before they were matched with a residency 

program to serve with Company personnel in one of the least reached 

places on the planet.  Andy recently shared this story with us… 

We serve in an area of the world where languages are plentiful, religion is a 

source of pride, and the cost of following the One True God will likely result 

in banishment from family or even death. One sweet lady believed in the 

story, so her husband divorced her. Her family kicked her out of the home. 

Now banished, she and her two kids must fend for themselves. She says the 

Father was her comforter, and that she needs nothing more than Him. She 

now leads a life of telling others her story and is a huge part of the work. 

Her story is not uncommon. We are here to encourage others like her and 

share His story. Through our medical training, we hope that meeting needs 

opens doors and tills the historically rocky soil. 

J O H N N Y
Johnny and his wife, Jo, served in the mission field and as Member Care 

Consultants for the International Mission Board (IMB) for many years. They 

live in south Arkansas, but when Jo needed urgent medical care right after 

Thanksgiving, they were transferred to Little Rock. Johnny spent his days 

with Jo in the hospital, but at night was bouncing between hotels, AirBnbs, 

and rentals. Over the next few months, she received care and, by the grace 

of God, continued to improve. We were connected with Johnny through the 

Arkansas Baptist State Convention. We were able to pray for Jo, and Johnny 

utilized one of Immanuel’s mission homes during his stay in Little Rock. 

Johnny would like to express his gratitude to the church for prayers and 

hospitality during this time! 

FOOD TRUCK

T H U R S D A Y s

In each Newsletter, we will highlight a few items needed for the CARE area of the City Center. 

These items can be purchased at your local store, donated, and dropped off at the City Center on 

Thursdays from 9a-3p.  You can also purchase on Amazon and ship directly to the City Center.

THE FOOD PANTRY/CLOTHING CLOSET IS IN NEED OF:

I T E M S  O F  T H E  I S S U E

U N I T E :  A  N I G H T O F P R AY E R |  M A R C H 1 2
Join other believers as we spend concentrated time in corporate prayer for the 

broken around us, the lost by name, the nations with little access, and the least 

reached who have never heard. 

M I N I S T RY  H I G H L I G H T S

Bagged corn muffin mix 
(not boxed)

Crackers 
(of any kind)

 *We are also regularly in need of 1/2 gallons of milk and eggs.

A S K G O D F O R T H E W O R L D
The Missing Prayer the Nations Need

God’s end goal in the world is that his glory would be 

known and enjoyed among all the nations. This reality is 

evident from cover to cover in the Bible, from the creation 

of man and woman in God’s image to the consummation 

of God’s kingdom in a multitude from every nation, tribe, 

people, and language worshiping him for the salvation and 

satisfaction found in him (Ge 1:26–28; Re 7:9–17).

If this is the end goal of God — the spread of his glory among all the nations — then this should be the end goal of every 

Christian in whom the Spirit of God dwells. If the Spirit of God wants the world for Christ, and you have the Spirit of God living 

in you, then you will want the world for Christ. Global mission is apparently not a program in the church for a select few who are 

called in a special way. Global mission is the purpose for which we all have breath. Every Christian lives and dies for the spread 

of God’s glory among all the nations. This means that every Christian, at least in theory, prays for the spread of God’s glory 

among all the nations.

But what about in practice?

If Angels Heard Our Prayers
If someone were to listen in on your prayers over the last week, would they hear a zeal for God’s glory among all the nations? 

Would they hear concern for the more than two billion men, women, and children who are among groups still unreached by 

the gospel? Would they hear compassion for imprisoned and endangered brothers and sisters in persecuted countries? Would 

they hear prayers for God’s mercy and justice amidst crises in Latin America or conflicts in the Middle East, or on behalf of the 

starving in sub-Saharan Africa, the trafficked in South Asia, and refugees forced from their homes around the world? Would they 

hear pleading for the health of the global church in places where it does exist and for missionaries who are planting the church 

where it does not exist?

If the answer to any (or all) of the above questions is “no,” I simply want to 

encourage you to incorporate praying for the world into your regular time alone 

with God. And I want to encourage you in this way because God has invited you to 

pray in this way. Well, to be more accurate, he has commanded you to pray in this 

way. But as with his other commands, this is an invitation from God to participate 

with him in what he is doing in the world.

How to Pray for the World
Just think of it: Before you or I get out of bed in the morning, we can pause and play a part in what God is doing in North Korea. 

Or North Africa. Among the unreached, among the persecuted, and among the suffering in places where we may never go and 

in the lives of people we may never meet (at least this side of heaven). And God has not only invited you and me to ask him for 

requests around the world; he has promised to answer our requests according to his word.

So how do we pray for the world according to God’s word? I offer the following as a biblical and practical guide to get you 

started:

Pray for the unreached among the nations.
Pray that God would relent of his wrath and show his mercy by saving people who are 

unreached right now. Pray that God would send laborers to them and from among 

them (Mt 9:36–38). Pray that a similar pattern from the ministry of Paul and Barnabas 

through Acts 13–14 would emerge: that missionaries among the unreached would have 

confidence in God’s word (Ac 13:4–5), power from God’s Spirit (Ac 13:6–7), victory in 

spiritual warfare (Ac 13:10–12), success in gospel witness (Ac 13:12), peace with other 

believers, and favor with unbelievers (Ac 13:14–15).

Pray that the gospel would be clear through them (Ac 13:26–34) and that God would 

open hearts around them (Ac 13:48). Pray for their joy in the midst of suffering, kindness 

in the midst of slander (Ac 14:1–2), spiritual power (Ac 14:3), personal humility (Ac 

14:4–18), patience (Ac 14:8–18), and perseverance (Ac 14:19–20). Pray that God would 

use them to make disciples and multiply churches (Ac 14:21–28).

For a useful tool to help in praying specifically for unreached people groups, I 

encourage you to download the “Unreached of the Day” app from Joshua Project. 

This is a simple, powerful way to incorporate prayer for the nations into your daily 

walk with God.

Pray for the persecuted among the nations.
Ask God to strengthen persecuted believers that they might hold fast to the hope God gives, to know the depth of God’s love 

for them, to experience boldness and strength from the Holy Spirit, to proclaim the gospel faithfully. Pray for persecutors to see 

and come to know Christ through the lives of those they are persecuting, and for justice (Ac 4:23–30; 2 Tm 1:8–14).

Pray for the poor among the nations.
Plead for provision of food for the hungry and for safe drinking water for the thirsty. For medical provision for children and 

adults suffering and dying of preventable diseases. For refugees who have been separated from their homes due to natural and 

moral disasters. For the church to give generously, sacrificially, and cheerfully to the poor (Dt 15:7–11; Pr 3:27–28; Mt 25:34–40; Ja 

2:15–17; 1 Jn 3:16–18).

Pray for orphans and vulnerable children among the nations.
For children and their parents in the foster care system. For children and caregivers in orphanages. For foster care and adoptive 

families. For unadoptable and unadopted children around the world (Dt 10:17–19; Ps 82:3–4; Is 1:17; Ja 1:27).

Pray for the enslaved among the nations.
Pray for salvation, strength, protection, freedom, justice, hope, and healing for victims (Ps 82:4; 103:6; Lk 19:10). For conviction, 

repentance, and salvation for oppressors, for criminal networks to be dismantled, and for oppressors to be arrested and 

prosecuted (Ps 7:9; Is 55:7; Je 22:3; 2 Tm 2:25). For government corruption to cease and for the implementation of just legislation 

(Dt 16:19; Pr 8:15; Am 5:12; 1 Tm 2:1–2). For the church to advocate and work in unity against injustice (Psalm 133; Pr 31:8; Jn 17:23; 

Ro 15:5).

How Jesus Taught to Pray
The above is a starting point, but it’s certainly not the whole story when it comes to all the ways we can pray for the world. And 

not only can, but must. After all, this is how Jesus taught us to pray. For the hallowing of God’s name in all the earth (Mt 6:9). For 

the hallowing of God’s name as King of the nations, Lord of the peoples, Savior of sinners, Defender of his people, Provider for 

the poor, Father to the fatherless, and Deliverer of the oppressed. Let us pray accordingly.

Let us be done with prayer that merely centers around our lives, our families, and the world right around us. We have been 

created for so much more. We have been called to join with the God of the universe in spreading his goodness and glory among 

all the nations. Let’s pray today toward this end — starting today. And as we do, we will experience the pure joy of participating 

with God in the accomplishment of his end goal for all the world.

Written by David Platt 

David pastors McLean Bible Church in the Washington D.C. area. He is the author of several books, including Something 

Needs to Change, Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream, and Counter Culture.

G O O D F R I D AY S E R V I C E / E A S T E R 
S E R V I C E S |  A P R I L  7 ,  9  
Please join us at 6:00 pm on April 7 in the worship center for our Good Friday 

service! We will take a moment and meditate on what happened on Good Friday. 

The service will last about 45 minutes, and we will quietly exit. Our Easter services 

will be at 9:00 am and 10:30 am. We have yard signs, flyers, and invite tags available 

to pick up at the North Entrance. Be thinking about whom you will invite to join us 

this coming Easter! 

E G G H U N T AT T E R R Y E L E M E N TA R Y | 
A P R I L  2
Join us this Sunday, April 2, at Terry Elementary for an Easter Egg Hunt! There 

will be inflatables, crafts, face painting, balloon animals, a cake walk, egg hunts, 

free pictures with the Easter bunny, snacks, and more! Email katie@ibclr.org to 

volunteer!

This Winter, we’ve seen some 

significant moves towards faith, 

growth, and church by our friends of 

the Compassion and Relief Efforts 

(CARE) of the City Center. We know 

of at least 2 who have prayed to 

receive Christ, 1 who joined the church 

through believer’s baptism, 3 who have 

attended a “What’s Next: Class for New 

Believers,” and 7 who have attended 

our Midweek men’s and women’s bible 

studies. Since January 2022, we have 

seen over 30 people pray to receive to 

Christ Praise the Lord!

D E N TA L  C L I N I C

C I T Y S E R V E D AY |  A P R I L  2 2  
Join us as we seek the welfare of our city by serving alongside our For the City 

partners on this Saturday. Through community support projects, prayer walking, 

and other initiatives, we hope to express the love of Christ for our city in tangible 

ways and connect people to the transforming power of the Gospel.

Diapers 
(Size 3, 4, 5)

MOVE
CENTRAL

Online tool to help you find 
ways to serve our city in the city 

and through the City Center.

EQUIP
CENTRAL

Online hub for equipping 
resources to help advance 

the Kingdom in your 
neighborhood, city and world.

GO
CENTRAL

Online hub to all short-term 
mission trip opportunities.

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

“God’s end goal in the world 
is that his glory would be 
known and enjoyed among 
all the nations.”

Pick up the newest edition 
of our Praying for Kingdom 

Advance Journal by 
contacting the GO office. 
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