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Introduction
I believe that we are living in an unprecedented time in the

history of the Church. There truly are amazing events taking
place in and through the Church today. In the second chapter
of Acts we read an account where Peter stands up, preaches,
and 3000 people are saved. Yet I know of preachers, some
who are our friends, who in one day, one meeting, have seen
10 000 saved. In Africa it has happened that 100 000 are
saved at one event.

We have a friend on team with us who lives in Malawi. He
is an elderly man now, over 96 years old, and he is a godly
man. Some other friends, who have gone at various times to
help the churches in Malawi, tell of a conversation that they
had with this man during one of those trips. He was apologising
for the fact that he has only raised two people from the dead
in his entire ministry. How do we respond to that? How many
of us have even raised one person from the dead?

Yes, we are living in unprecedented times. There are those
in Africa who walk on water to get across the rivers to
evangelise villages. They literally walk on the water. I do not
know what that does for you, but it excites me! God of heaven
is visiting this planet in a peculiar way in these last days and
He is making all these things possible. Things we dreamed of
and read about are happening and they are happening every
day! Jesus is coming back soon. Surely we are living in exciting
times!
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Section One

The Context For
Restoration

But, even with all that is happening, we are still not
making the impact that God wants us to. When we look
around the world, almost 2000 years since that first outpouring
of His Spirit, we have to say that we have not finished this
work yet. There is still a world to be won and there is a
transformation in the Church that is required for us to
fulfil this task. One element of this is that we need a wineskin
that can actually contain and sustain the wine and enable the
wine to reach the people.

David’s fallen tabernacle is a part of that wineskin that we
need to see restored. We will never understand it all. I certainly
do not understand it all, but I understand enough to know that
we need to get back to something of what David was doing;
something of the heart of David, a man after God’s own heart.
Something of the ways that David operated in. I see that in
God’s Word. That is what this book is about

Please understand, I do not intend to make a dogmatic
theological statement with all that is discussed in this book.
I simply want to present something that I believe is an
effective wineskin, because I believe that God Himself said
He would restore this to the Church. The adjustments we
need to make to our wineskin involve more than adjust-
ments that help us to be more effective as a praising people.
God wants us to be a governing people, a people with
authority and power who are able to reach into the world
and see, as a result of what He makes us, “the remnant of
men” earnestly seeking Him and being radically saved.

We need a wineskin that can actually
contain and sustain the wine and
enable the wine to reach the people.
David’s fallen tabernacle is a
part of that wineskin.
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1

An Administration For The
Kingdom

David was called a “man after God’s own heart,” and
there is much in his life that we can learn from. We should
expect that, on examining his life, we would find many lessons
and many attitudes of heart that enable us to live a life that
pleases God rather than a life that pleases people. The devotion
David had toward God is one of the most striking examples
that we have in the Scriptures. It is a devotion that arouses a
desire for intimacy with the living God, and that challenges us
to a deep personal transformation.

There is, however, another aspect to the account of King
David’s life that not only invites a personal transformation,
but points to the need for a corporate transformation as well.
This transformation is important for the Church to take note
of; one that the Holy Spirit brings to our attention in Acts
15:15-18:



AN ADMINISTRATION FOR THE KINGDOM / 1312 / AN ADMINISTRATION FOR THE KINGDOM

David’s fallen tabernacle is an
administration suitable for the end-time
administration of the Kingdom of God.

The words  of  the  prophets  are  in
agreement with this, as it is written:
‘After this I will return and rebuild
David’s fallen tent.  Its  ruins I  wil l
rebuild, and I will restore it, that the
remnant of men may seek the Lord, and
all the Gentiles who bear my name, says
the Lord, who does these things’ that
have been known for ages.

I think that it is obvious that the Church is the context in
which this rebuilding and restoration is to take place, but what
is this tabernacle? Is it primarily, as many have taught, a
restoration of praise in the Church? It is my belief that it goes
much further than this. In chapter 23 of 2 Samuel we read the
“last words of David,” and these do not focus on praise.
While he does acknowledge that he is “Israel’s singer of songs,”
he goes on to say in verses 2 to 4:

The Spirit of the LORD spoke through
me; his word was on my tongue. The God
of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said
to me: “When one rules over men in righ-
teousness, when he rules in the fear of
God, he is like the light of morning at
sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the
brightness after rain that brings the grass
from the earth.”

These are his last words, and he chooses to speak them
about the way in which a leader should lead and the way in
which the kingdom should be administered. I believe that this
is what the verses that we quoted from Acts 15 refer to. I

agree wholeheartedly that the ‘tabernacle’ includes the
wonderful restoration of praise that there has been in the
Church in the last twenty to thirty years. This is without a doubt
a part of it, but there is far more to it than that.

If we reduce what is meant by the verses we looked at
from Acts to refer only to the restoration of praise, then we
are limiting God. There were other aspects to David’s life that
have to do with the administration of the Kingdom of God,
and it is this that we need to see come back into the life of the
Church.

In the end times, which is the time in which we live, God
intends to do exactly what we read of in the passage quoted
from Acts. He is rebuilding and restoring David’s fallen
tabernacle. There was a structure or a ‘wineskin;’ an
administration that came through David that I believe is valid
for today. It is an administration suitable for the end-time
administration of the Kingdom of God.

The reason I believe that the restoration of David’s fallen
tabernacle must have an end-time significance is because we
read in Acts 3:21 that Jesus must remain in heaven until the
restoration of all things. Jesus will not come back until
everything has been restored, including David’s fallen
tabernacle.

This does not refer to the exact detail of David’s
kingship, but rather to the pattern of the Kingdom of God that
we find expressed in his kingship. Theologically, that means
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Through the wineskin - the Church - the
wine is brought to the lips and
the lives of the thirsty.

that we do not have to do everything exactly the way David
did it. There are broader patterns that we need to capture, or
recapture, from David’s life and leadership; the way he related
to people, his heart, and the way he did things as a leader.

Men like Moses who, on Jethro’s advice, appointed
captains of 10s and 50s and 100s and 1000s, contributed
towards this pattern. The prophets and leaders of the Old
Testament also contributed towards it, but David took it all
and, in his relationship with God, built something that I believe
contained a pattern for the administration of the Kingdom that
God is restoring to the Church today.

I do not understand this to refer merely to principles
that affect our lifestyle; it is a pattern that affects the way in
which we build the Church and the manner in which we fulfil
God’s purpose for the Church. It is also a pattern that God
intends to fill with power, because the pattern on its own is
not enough. We need to rediscover and reapply this pattern
together with the power of God. Then, as we keep in step
with God, as we dismantle, as we unlearn, relearn, teach our
people to unlearn and then to relearn, we will move forward -
together.

More than a psalmist, David was a king who knew how
to exercise authority. He knew how to mix with people. He
was a king who knew how to love people and love God. David
had a structure; he had a ‘wineskin’ through which government
and the Kingdom of God came to the people of God in the
Old Covenant. Under David’s kingship, Israel took more
territory, made more impact, won more victories in battle and
experienced more blessings from God than possibly at any
other time in the history of the people called Israel. All of
these point to aspects of the Kingdom that we need to
understand and apply again.

A major purpose of this wineskin, or structure, that we
need to apply as a Church, is to get wine to the lips and the
lives of the thirsty. This should be incorporated into everything
that the Church does. To get the wine of God to the people
who need that wine is one of the chief goals of the structure of
the Church. This is the reason for the ‘wineskin’ that is given
in Acts 15:17-18:

“that the remnant of men may seek the
Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my
name,” says the Lord, who does these
things that have been known for ages.

Jesus Himself, coming by His Spirit to those who do not
yet believe, is that ‘Wine.’ Through the wineskin - the Church
- that wine is brought to the lips and the lives of the thirsty.
While there are many other things that we do, this purpose is
expressed as a primary purpose and must shape everything
we do. We do worship God, we pray, we tithe and fellowship
and we do many other things that are significant to being the
‘Church,’ but this most important purpose of the wineskin
remains this: we are to get the wine to the sinners, not just to
the saints.
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As I have said so often, and I am sure many of you have
said the same when you have preached, we can find a scrip-
ture to justify anything we like. We simply have to apply it
outside of the context of the whole Bible. That is why we have
so many heresies and so many cults. Even some in the occult
quote Scripture. The New Age quotes some of the Bible, but
none of these can justify their position if they truthfully take
the whole Bible into account.

God does not author confusion. God does not speak
conflicting words. Sometimes we do not know how to put some
of His words together, but they do not contradict each other;
they are not in conflict with one another. Even though they
sometimes appear to be in conflict, God is never confused.
He knows exactly Who He is, where He is going, what He is
doing, and how He is going to get it done. He is never caught
off guard and He is never in a panic. We can trust the whole
Bible because we can trust Him.

A whole-Bible theology of Church will give us a com-
prehensive picture of the Church that includes every aspect of
the Church – the wine, the wineskin and the workers/wor-
shippers. These have been covered in a previous book (Build-
ing On Apostolic Foundations) but we do need to mention
them briefly in this context.

The wine

I used to simply say that the wine is the Holy Spirit. We
read in Acts 2 about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the
effect of this being mistaken for drunkenness. Ephesians 5:18
compares being drunk with wine, with being ‘drunk’ with the
Spirit. When a man is drunk with wine he is no longer in con-

2

A Whole-Bible Theology Of
Church

What aspects of the Church does the restoration of
David’s tabernacle touch? I believe that every aspect will be
transformed if we are going to be the Church that God wants
us to be. This includes the wine, the wineskin, workers who
are worshippers (or worshippers who are workers), and an
understanding, acceptance and application of the Word
of God – all of it. Everything has to be justified by the Word
– truthfully and exclusively - from Genesis to Revelation. Our
desire should be for the Bible plus nothing and the Bible mi-
nus nothing.

The Church must have a whole-Bible theology of Church,
be it in the personal, local or trans-local context. Many are
going down little tributaries of the River and into dead-ends
because they do not have a whole-Bible theology. We often
have a ‘part-Bible’ perspective, which means that we use only
a part of the Bible to justify what we stand for. Often, when
these things are seen in the context of the whole Bible, we see
that they are not actually what the Bible is teaching.
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Vision

The wineskin is, first of all, our vision. Vision, however,
is not simply another way to describe our goals. Vision is not
about numbers. Why is it then, that when you ask a pastor
what his vision for the church is, you often hear something
like, “20,000 by the year 2020”? That is a goal and vision
goes beyond that.

Vision is what God has called us to do. It is the rea-
son for our existence. Vision is an essential element for us
both personally and corporately. “Where there is no vision
the people perish” (KJV) or “cast off restraint” (NIV) -
Proverbs 29:18. Vision is not an optional extra. We need to
be able to answer the question of vision clearly. Why do I
exist? Why does our church exist? Why are we on this planet?
As for me, I must know why New Covenant Ministries Inter-
national exists. What is its vision? Its vision is not church plant-
ing. Neither is its vision to train up leaders. We do these things
in order to achieve the vision. These things can be incorpo-
rated in a vision, but something like “20 000 churches by the
year 2020” is a goal. We have got to know what is it that we
exist for.

Actually, I am not one who sets goals, but I am not say-
ing it is wrong to do so. Most leaders teach on setting some
goals and that is often good. If you do not know what you are
aiming at, you will never get there. If there are no goalposts
to aim at you tend to kick anywhere. I can see some of the
logic of having goals, but personally I have never sat down
and said, “By the year so and so we want this, or we want to
be in this or that country.” God has simply opened doors for
us.

I do not know about the others on the team, but I have
not set goals. If I have a goal it is simply to do every single

trol of himself. There is something else controlling him. We
should, however, be controlled by the Spirit of God. So, we
can say that (new) wine is a type of the Holy Spirit, but I
think that the wine really is Jesus, by His Spirit.

When we are saved it is Jesus who comes into our lives,
by His Spirit. The Holy Spirit is also called the Spirit of Christ.
Paul writes in Romans 8:9:“if anyone does not have the Spirit
of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.” It is Jesus that we
want to see come to those who are thirsty. He is the focus of
every manifestation of the Holy Spirit. While the manifesta-
tions of the Spirit are often the most tangible aspect of the
wine for us, we must remember that Jesus is the focus.

The wineskin

Secondly, there is a wineskin. There are four aspects to
the wineskin that I want to look at: vision, values, a leader-
ship structure and a working model. This wineskin, or struc-
ture, must be flexible, not rigid and formal. In our together-
ness we need a structure that acknowledges, recognises and
builds into the local church. This must be a structure that func-
tions to equip the saints theologically and experientially in or-
der that they can be released into ministry. We also need the
influence of trans-local ministries to help us by coming into
the church, laying foundations and helping us to go out to do
what is necessary in the nations, the cities and villages of the
world.

The wine really is Jesus, by His Spirit.
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emies of them. The fact that I may not consider them to have
been properly baptised does not mean that, that is the end of
our relationship.

Speaking in tongues is another issue that is negotiable. I
speak in tongues every day of my life and have done so since
I was first baptised in the Holy Spirit. Yet, if you do not speak
in tongues, that would not be the end of our friendship be-
cause tongues is a negotiable. I do feel that anyone who does
not speak in tongues is losing out because it is part of the
basic provision that God has for every believer, but it is still a
negotiable issue.

Leadership

The third ingredient of the wineskin is our leadership
structure. The leadership structure we have and the kind of
leaders that we release now will determine the kind of church
we are, how effective we become and how long that effec-
tiveness lasts. If we release the wrong kind of leaders now
we may get away with it for a little while, but down the road
we will become less and less effective, and eventually our ef-
fectiveness will simply fade away. We will have more to say
about leadership structure later on in this book.

A working model

The fourth ingredient of the wineskin is a Biblical work-
ing model. Before we even think about ‘exporting’ what we
have down the road, never mind overseas, we must make sure
it works where we are. Why export something that does not
work? Try and do that in the secular field and see how quickly

thing that God wants me to do, to fulfil all those works, which
the Scripture talks of, that He has prepared for me in ad-
vance. I am not saying that you have to go that way, but what
I do want to encourage you to do is to find out why you exist,
and from that determine what your vision is.

Values

The second ingredient to the wineskin is values. Values
determine how we accomplish the vision. In other words,
the manner in which we go about fulfilling the reason for which
we exist. Integrity is a part of my value system. Honesty is
part of my value system. Friendship is part of my value sys-
tem. We have to work out our value system as a local church
and as individuals.

There are negotiables and non-negotiables within our
value system. Some of the non-negotiables are things like the
fact that Jesus is God. That is a non-negotiable. If someone
does not acknowledge that Jesus is God then we cannot walk
together. If someone tells me the Holy Spirit is not a person-
ality, then we cannot walk together. If someone does not be-
lieve that Mary was a virgin, we cannot walk together. These
are non-negotiables. If someone tells me the he (or she) can
get to heaven without being born again, when Jesus clearly
said in John 3:3: “…no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again,” we cannot walk together because
that is a non-negotiable.

Water baptism on the other hand is, in a sense, a nego-
tiable to me. I believe that the only water baptism the Bible
teaches is baptism by full immersion. Water baptism is not
sprinkling or pouring but, to a degree, I can still walk with
somebody who has not been immersed. I do not make en-
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be able to go beyond that region into other regions around
them. He was waiting until it worked there before he extended
their influence.

Any person reading this book has the right to ask me
whether what I am saying works. I should be able to point
them to a working model. I pastored a church in South Africa
and I pastored a church in Australia and they both worked
and are still are working many years later. There are now also
many other churches that have linked up with us to do the
same thing. So, it is working. Otherwise, if you are wise, you
should stop reading now. Do not buy our books and do not
listen to me or anyone else on the New Covenant Ministries
International team if it does not work.

I have read some of the current books on the ‘apostolic
move’ in the Church today that have no Biblical justification
whatsoever. Some of these writers have never planted a church
themselves. Some have never even pastored a church before.
Yet they are writing on apostolic ministry and coming up with
all sorts of stuff that is not in the Bible.

I dared to challenge it once and so I am being very care-
ful with what I say now. I dared to challenge that and some-
body was incensed by that and said to me, “At least some-
body is trying.” The problem is that trying is not enough. It
has to be Biblical and then it has to actually work.

Anyone can see that there is a problem if a man, who
does not know how to fix motorcars, starts advertising that
he can and then also encourages people to buy his manuals on
how to get their car fixed. When I have followed his advice
and have wrecked my car as a result, It is crazy to simply say
“Thank God he tried.” In the same way, we must have a model
for the Church that in the first place is Biblical, and then is
one that works.

you are shot down. Why then do we try to do it in the Church?
Let us say I have designed a motorcar that does not use

gasoline but uses water instead. The only problem is that it
does not start. I can argue all I like that you are going to save
yourself a lot of money on gasoline because you just pour
water in. You will have no oil changes and I can guarantee
that in 10 years time, if you put it in the garage, it will look
like it does today. Would you buy that motorcar? Of course
not! And yet the church exports models all the time that do
not work. It is incredible to me that it happens in spite of the
fact that things are not working at home.

An influential leader in one of the biggest church move-
ments once said to me, “We are having such problems. In
every church there are problems. There is such a mess all over
and even the church that I am pastoring is an absolute mess.
Everybody is fighting and criticising one another. They are all
fighting for position.” He then went on to tell me that by the
year 2000 they planned on having ‘x’ number of churches in
that nation. Surely the first priority should have been to get
what they had working properly first. Then, if they managed
that they could go ahead and export it.

This seems to be what was in Paul’s mind in 2 Corinthians
10:15-16. He said that when what they had begun was work-
ing with the Corinthian church, then he and his team hoped to

 The kind of leaders that we release now will
determine the kind of church we are, how
effective we become and how long that
effectiveness lasts.
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Workers/worshippers

The final element of the Church that needs to be restored
is a full understanding of the workers/worshippers. I use the
term ‘worker/worshipper’ because both aspects are neces-
sary. Some people are so taken up with worship they do not
want to work, and others are so taken up with work they never
have time to worship. I have to be both a worshipper and a
worker. If I am a true worshipper then I will work. If I am
a true worker then I will also be a worshipper.

All of these aspects of the Church (the wine, the wine-
skin and the workers/worshippers and our understanding and
application of the Word) will be touched on by what we dis-
cuss in this book. There are adjustments that we need to make
in all of these areas in order to embrace the transformational
work that God intends for the Church. As we work with the
Holy Spirit to give the attention to each area as He directs,
we will be able to live in a whole-Bible theology of Church
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3

The Personal, The Local
And The Trans-local

These aspects of the Church that we have been looking
at have to work in three contexts: our personal life, in the local
church and in the trans-local context. There are actually no valid
contexts in the Bible other than these and they are in fact all local
church based. Let me explain, although I think that I may offend some
readers with what I am about to say. The local church is God’s primary
vehicle for working in the world. That being so, I do not believe that
the Bible teaches ‘para-church.’ Every valid expression of the
Kingdom, including the trans-local context, is always based in the
local church.

Those who minister trans-locally are never to operate
independently of the local church. Each member of a trans-local team
should be based in a local church and should be accountable to the
eldership of that local church. The Bible does not teach that churches
can ever operate independently either. Every church must be in proper
relationship to the big picture. That means that every local church
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should be in relationship, through their leadership, to a trans-local team
that is properly related to the body.

This is not the same as a denominational relationship because
the Bible does not teach denominational church. In fact, it only mentions
it negatively when Paul exhorted the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 3) not
to say, “I am of Paul,” or, “I am of Apollos.” Likewise, we should not
say, “I am of New Covenant” or, “I am of the Lutherans.” What is the
difference between identifying ourselves as ‘of Paul’ or ‘of New
Covenant?’ It is the same thing.

The Bible gives no room for a denominational attitudes. These
attitudes are in fact saying that Christ is divided. Paul called those who
go this way carnal or worldly. He expected to be able to treat them as
adults, but found that they were still acting like babies, which is how
he viewed their identifications with ‘Paul’ or ‘Apollos.’ Who is Paul?
Who is Apollos? Who is New Covenant Ministries International and
who are the Lutherans? Who are the Baptists? Basically it is still God
Who gives the increase and not any of these affiliations.

I hope I am not being too severe here. The point that I am
making is that we have to stick to only those contexts for Church that
the Bible gives us, and we have to apply His truth in all of them. There
has to be a personal application, there has to be a local church
application, and there has to be a trans-local expression of the Church.

When it comes to our personal wineskin, each and every one
of us has to ask the question, “Why am I on this earth?” If you say you
are a garbage collector, or that you are a Professor in a university,
then you have to be able to say, with all of your heart, “I pick up trash
so that I can fulfil the Great Commission.” Or,  “I am a university
Professor so that I can fulfil the Great Commission.” The same would
apply if you were a taxi driver, a truck driver, or a CEO of a company.
We do what we do so that we can fulfil the Great Commission. Why
do I pastor a church? Well, so that I can fulfil the Great Commission.
Why do I lead an Apostolic/Prophetic team? It is for the same reason,
so that I can fulfil the Great Commission.

Even though I earn a living, I do that in order to fulfil the Great
Commission. The only way we will glorify God and edify and fulfil
ourselves, is to fulfil the Great Commission. When I have this approach
to what I do, then when God does bless me financially, I do not get
sticky hands. When the dollars come they do not get stuck. While I
am enjoying the benefits and blessings of God, it goes through my
hands. There is no attitude of keeping all that I have for myself; it
simply goes through my hands.

Our personal vision has to fit into a corporate or local church
vision. That is the way God designed it. We cannot operate in isolation.
The importance of this is established in Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.” We have to make sure we are faithful in this, to
hang in there, even when the church lets us down and even when
people have criticised us. Whatever they have done to us, we must
choose to be a faithful member of the body!

I am not saying we have to necessarily persevere with a particular
church if it is dead, but we have to persevere with the ‘local church’
because God requires us to be properly connected to the body of
Christ. We simply cannot operate in isolation.

This has always been God’s way. When He looked down at
Adam, made in perfection in a perfect universe, He saw that it was
not good for him to be alone. He did not then decide to send him the
Holy Spirit or to send Jesus. No, He said, “I am going to give him a
helpmeet, someone like him, with flesh and blood because he cannot
operate in isolation. I will give him a partner.”

Our personal vision has to fit into a
corporate or local church vision.
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Neither can we say, “All we need is Jesus.” Yes, that is the most
important thing, but while we are on this planet we do not only need
Jesus, Who is the head, we also need His body. That is the way God
designed us. That is why Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 12 that the eye
cannot say to the ear, “I do not need you,” or to a part that is hidden,
“I do not need you.” We have need of each other.

And so our personal vision has to fit in with the local church
vision. That is the bottom line. If we have a personal wineskin that
does not fit into a local wineskin, we have less than one third of the
whole wineskin. We will never be fulfilled that way. No matter how
badly this thing called ‘local church’ behaves itself, we simply cannot
opt out.

You know, God is the perfect parent. Do you believe that? Is
there a father on this planet as good as God? Who knows how to
father like God? Yet look at the way some of His children misbehave.
Is that bad parenting? I do not think so. This is not bad parenting;
these are ‘bad’ kids. This ‘bad’ behaviour, however, does not change
God’s desire to knit us into His family.

Whenever a part of my personal wineskin is in conflict with the
local church that God knits me into, I have to help myself by letting
God deal with me. I need to be willing to surrender those parts of the
vision that cannot fit in and let them die. I am saying this carefully. Very
often, what we have is the ‘right movement’ at the ‘wrong moment,’
but God is the God of resurrection. If God has knitted us into a place
and we know it is our family, then we need to participate properly in
that family.

Effective participation in a local church is vital for every believer
even those who have been hurt. We cannot invite people have been
wounded or who are burned out to simply come and sit in the church
and be blessed. It is not healthy if we require nothing of them at all. Of
course we require something of everyone. It must be a loving
requirement that is based on the Bible, but do have a requirement.

Actually it is God who requires something of them in the context
of local church. It is required of every steward, and we are all stewards,
that he (or she) is found faithful at all times - Matthew 25:14-30 and
Luke 12:42-48. If you do not require anything of anyone in your church
then rather close down! Close down today. Make a phone call, tell
your leaders, send out a letter and tell the people the church is over.
There are no more meetings. Do not wait until Sunday, do it today!

If people have been burned out, then of course we give him or
her some time to recover, but we do not tell them that we require
nothing of them, and that they should simply make themselves at home,
enjoy everything and do what they like. No one will ever work out
their destiny if we allow them to do that.

Most who are pastoring churches today will agree with me on
the personal and local church contexts of our Christian life, but it does
not end there. Every local church also has to relate to a trans-local
team. I will expand on this in the next chapter, but please take note
here that this is not an optional extra. Anything less is not a whole-
Bible theology of church. If we are not relating to an Apostolic/Prophetic
team somewhere, we are not walking in the whole truth. If we have
the first and the second element of the wineskin and we do not have
the third, we have less than two thirds of what we should have if we
are to be a whole-Bible church.

Every local church also has to relate
to a trans-local team. If we are not
relating to an Apostolic/Prophetic
team somewhere, we are not
 walking in the whole truth.
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What I want for each and every church is that it becomes an
effective church. I do not want every church to relate to New Covenant
Ministries International. In fact, some may fell that they can never be
part of this thing I lead. But if you can at least get enough of what I am
saying and determine to find a solid Apostolic/Prophetic team to relate
to, that will be enough. I simply want your church to be more effective.
Honestly, from the depth of my heart.
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4

The Bigger Picture

Look for a moment at Acts 8:1-4:

And Saul was there [when Stephen was
martyred], giving approval to his death.
On that day a great persecution broke
out against the church at Jerusalem, and
all except the apostles were scattered
throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly
men buried Stephen and mourned deeply
for him. But Saul began to destroy the
church. Going from house to house, he
dragged off men and women and put them
in prison. Those who had been scattered
preached the word wherever they went.

There is an interesting thing that happens here. We see
that there is a group called the ‘all’ and that there is another
group called the ‘apostles.’ The word ‘apostle’ is the Greek
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word ‘apostolos’ and that word means, in its rawest, most
simplified translation, ‘a sent one.’ When we begin to look at
that word in the context of the rest of Scripture, we see that it
refers to a function that is more than simply being a sent one.
It also includes a governmental role, which the churches invite,
but our focus at this point is on the fact that these were
individuals who were ‘sent.’

To be a ‘sent one’ obviously means that you go. So,
when the persecution broke out you would think that the first
people who should have gone would be the ‘sent ones,’ the
‘apostolos.’ As it turns out, it is actually the ‘all’ who go!

As we trace what is happening in the church in Jerusalem
from Acts 1 through the first eight chapters, we see that there
is a slow progress in the spread of the Church. By the time
we get to the thirteenth chapter things have changed altogether,
but to begin with there is a slow progress. They are possibly
even losing ground. It is not quite a regression, but something
less than positive growth was happening. We certainly no longer
find the explosive expansion that occurred directly after
Pentecost.

Those that were based in Jerusalem were doing less and
less travelling. More and more hierarchy was beginning to
emerge in the church at Jerusalem, and today some people
find grounds in what was happening there for a mother church
/ baby church model. I do not believe that is what God
intended. If we take into account the whole of the Bible, we
do not find this concept to be one that is supported by
Scripture.

In the Biblical model, every single local church stands
on its own as an autonomous church. No church has a mother
church. We can have ‘fathers’ in the faith, but we do not have
‘mother’ churches. And yet so many practise this. If we keep
thinking this way, some churches are either going to be baby

churches for ever, or they will have to be a ‘rebellious child’
and ‘break away’ in order to grow up.

To get back to the early Jerusalem church though, there
was a slowing down in taking the gospel to the nations, and I
believe that this is why God allowed persecution to break out
against the Church. What we see then, however, is that the
ones who should have been stirred up to start going again
were the apostles. The ones who actually go were the ‘all.’

In today’s context, the ‘all’ is everyone who does not
sit in the front row or on the platform. They are those who sit
from the second row on and occupy pews and make us look
as if we are successful. They bring their tithes, their offerings,
they keep the thing going by their presence and their gifts, but
in the average church they simply sit there.

I wonder what they would produce today if they were
scattered? I have been into many churches, and where I have
asked the question of how many have won one person to Jesus
in the last year, hardly a hand goes up. It even happens with
pastors. I wonder how many pastors have won one person to
Christ in the last year?

It was different with the early Jerusalem church. When
the persecution broke out, what happened is that the ‘all’ who
went “preached the word,” and the Kingdom was extended.
What was happening here? Simply this; those who were sitting
in the second row onward were not only hearers of the Word,

In the Biblical model, every single
local church stands on its own
as an autonomous church. No
church has a mother church.
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they embraced the Word, they took it into their hearts, and
they made sure they knew it well enough to reproduce it. That
is why they could go out and preach it. That was being effective
in their going and in terms of the bigger picture, but they still
had a few things to learn about the trans-local.

As we read on through Acts 8 the whole pattern that
God has for the local church and the trans-local work begins
to emerge. Philip went down to a city in Samaria and the
power of God was powerfully manifest. Who was Philip? What
was he? At best he was a deacon, - if we consider those
who were appointed in Acts 6 to be deacons - although it is
not conclusive that this was indeed the case. This (possible)
deacon certainly was not an elder (pastor) and he certainly
was not an apostle or a prophet. Yet he goes down to Samaria
and he begins to preach the Word. He proclaimed the Christ
there.

He did not go and proclaim healthy self-image, family
life, how to have a happy marriage, how to get financially rich,
how to prosper, how to get positive confession working for
you, how to restore the Church, or how to get into the renewal;
which is what we so often focus on.

He preached the Christ, the King, the Messiah, the
Deliverer! What happened then is a wonderful account of the
demonstration of God’s authority and power. “When the
crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did,
they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks,
evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and
cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city.”
- Acts 8:6-8. In today’s context, we would say that Philip had
a great church, instantly. We could say that he had enough
people to finance ministry trips wherever he wanted to go in
the world.

What happens next, however, is very important. In Acts
8:14-15 we read, “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed
for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.” What
we see here is that even as the church was formed, the
Apostolic/Prophetic (the trans-local) team was immediately
involved. They did not write letters to Philip saying that they
thought it was a good idea that they should come down and
would he mind if they came and spoke to the people? There is
no mention of their even making contact with him; they
immediately sent Peter and John.

Why? It was because that is how it is meant to be, and
by that stage the pattern had begun to become clear to the
apostles. The local must be properly linked to the trans-local
work. That is why God raises up people who can go and
minister trans-locally, to go and give input into local churches
in such a way that a proper foundation is laid, and so that they
are properly linked into the big picture. This is something that
is consistent throughout the New Testament from this point
on. When we look at Acts 14 we see the same thing. We also
see in Acts that the apostles kept going back, encouraging the
churches and exhorting them.

All of those who ministered trans-locally, however, were
based in local churches. These were not independent teams
or organisations. These were individuals who were properly

Even as the church was formed, the
Apostolic/Prophetic (the trans-local)
team was immediately involved.



THE BIGGER PICTURE / 3736 / THE BIGGER PICTURE

linked to, and were participating in local churches. What is
required is that a relationship develops, a friendship, between
the leadership of local churches and a trans-local team. That
creates a doorway for doing the work of the Kingdom
together.

This is a two-way street. The trans-local team may
phone up and say, “We have a word for you, can we make
some time to share it.” Or they can say, “We are having a
meeting in your area. Can you come and be with us?” By the
same token, the eldership of a local church can, as they have
need, ask the team to come in and help them lay foundations
in the church, ordain elders, equip and release the priesthood
or to bring correction. The basis for this partnership is not a
contract or a constitution; it is relationship. It is Biblical
relationships that give this partnership in the work of the
Kingdom reality.

It has to work that way. We are no stronger than our
relationships. None of us is. If we do not give time and
attention to our relationships they fall apart. We must make
sure that there is reality to that relationship. When the trans-
local team that you are relating to comes into an area, the
church leaders that relate to that team should make sure that
their people are there. If you have chosen to relate to a trans-
local team, then that team can legitimately have an expectation
that you participate in what they are doing.

Another aspect to this picture that we need to take note
of is this; what we tend to call a local church, God does not
call a local church. In the Bible God talks about a local church
as the church in the city. The epistles are written to the church
(singular) in the different cities. For example, Paul writes to
the church at Corinth and not to the churches in the city of
Corinth. Even the letters that are written to churches in the
book of Revelation are written to the church (singular) in each
city.

What we call a local church is what God looks at as a
congregation. So, sometimes when we as a trans-local team
go to minister to the church in a city we ask the church leaders
in that region that relate to this team to please come to that
one meeting and to bring their people, even if it means they
have to close their meeting down in order to do that. We
encourage them to be there so that they can have exposure to
trans-local ministry and not only to local church ministry.

Perhaps some of you feel that your people are getting
exposure to the Ephesians four ministries and that you are an
Ephesians four ministry because you are a pastor. The truth is
that not all pastors have an Ephesians four ministry gift. I am
earnest about this point. Some of the books that are being
written now lead us to believe that every pastor in the body
of Christ is an Ephesians four ministry, that every evangelist is
an Ephesians four minister, and so on. This is not true, but
how do we know the difference?

A valid Ephesians four ministry equips the saints to
do the work of the ministry. Most pastors do not really equip

All of those who ministered trans-
locally, however, were based in
local churches. These were not
independent teams or organisations.

What we call a local church is what
God looks at as a congregation.
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the saints. Please do not misunderstand this point. They do in
fact care wonderfully for them, they love them and they lay
their lives down for them, but they do not equip them. The
people stay the same Sunday by Sunday; they do not change.
They do not know how to be effective out in the world; they
do not know how to cope with criticism and they do not know
how to cope with disappointment, attacks from the devil, the
onslaught of the world and the pressures of life. That is
because they have not been exposed to an Ephesians four
ministry.

Let me show you what I mean by using the evangelist as
an example. It may be that when you have a person who is
called an ‘evangelist’ come into your church that some people
are saved though the preaching. Very often, though, when the
‘evangelist’ leaves, so does the evangelistic anointing. If,
however, you read Ephesians 4:11-12, it says:“It was he who
gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.” What
for? “To prepare God’s people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up.”

In other words, Ephesians four ministries do not simply
do the work of the ministry; they are given gifts in order to
equip the saints to do it. An Ephesians four pastor will equip
the saints; not simply care for and love them. An Ephesians
four evangelist will equip the saints for evangelism. They do
not only get people saved, they equip the saints to do the
work of the ministry, and how much we need Ephesians four
evangelists, so that the people can catch what they have. When
you have a valid Ephesians four evangelist come into the
church, you will see that people are stirred up and they want
to be out on the streets.

These ministries will deposit what is in them and leave it
behind when they go. You can only deposit what is already in

you. People do not seem to be able to hang around me for
too long without feeling that they have to go to the nations.
Why? It just oozes out of me. People constantly ask me why
I keep preaching on the nations. Some time ago one of the
men on team with us said to me, “What is it with you and the
nations?” When I asked what he meant he said, that every
time I ever stand up and preach it is all about the nations. I
asked him to tell me when last I had preached on the nations
and he said that it had been that very afternoon. The fact is
that I had not even mentioned the nations that afternoon, it
was just oozing out of me. No matter what I am preaching on,
it comes out, even if I do not mention it. This is what happens
with Ephesians four ministries and with trans-local ministry.
What they have is deposited in us as we are exposed to it.

Trans-local teams and local churches have to develop a
relationship that leads to a partnership in the work of the
Kingdom. When the team does things, then the churches get
involved. When the churches do things that are relevant to the
team, then the team gets involved. It is a two-way street.

In order to have a relationship that is going to stand the
test of time we need to spend some time with one another.
We have found, with the rate at which relating churches and
the trans-local work associated with that is growing, that we
do not have the same amount of time for this as we used to
have when there were fewer churches relating to New

Trans-local teams and local churches
have to develop a relationship that
leads to a partnership in the work
of the Kingdom.
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Covenant Ministries International. But we can still find time,
and will still find time, to relate meaningfully. Personally, I try
to make time to be around to say hello and talk with people,
even if it is only for two or three minutes sometimes because I
do want to connect with them. Our desire is that there is always
a reality to the relationship that we have with the churches
that have linked with us.

To summarise, the wineskin has three contexts: the
personal, the local, and the trans-local. These all work together
so that the wine can get to those it is intended for, in
accordance with the Word of God. It is taken out by the
worker/worshippers, or worshipper/workers. A whole-Bible
theology of local church embraces all of these contexts and
shuns everything that does not fit into the pattern of the
Scripture. Likewise, the restoration of David’s tabernacle will
be worked out in all three of these contexts. The more we are
able to do that, the more we will, both individually and
corporately, participate effectively in the bigger picture.
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Section Two

From Bethlehem To
The Temple
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5

Bethlehem, Faithfulness In
Obscurity

When I was at school we used to have written tests and,
if you could remember enough to simply answer the questions
parrot-fashion, you passed the test, whether you knew what
you were talking about or not. In the some nations you can
almost go right through to your final year of school without
being able to read properly. They will promote you whether
you pass the test or not. God does not work that way with us.
God’s ways with us are very different. He does not give us
written examinations. All of God’s tests are life tests.

When we fail a life test that God has put on our path,
we have to repeat it; it is that important. We have to repeat it
as often as it takes for us to pass the test. That is how God
works with us. He does not let us get away with it when we
fail a test or allow us to move on to the next stage. He never
works that way. Once we realise this, that we are never going
to get away with anything, we know that we simply have to
set our heart and mind on passing the tests that God brings
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four stages, four progressions or developments, in
David’s life. These mirror four major developments that I
believe God determines to take every individual in every
church, and every church within the Church universal, through.
Each stage has its own lesson, and each will bring us closer to
being what God wants us to be.

These lessons are also a necessary part of what God is
doing to restore an administration suitable for the Kingdom of
God in the end times. As we faithfully pass each test, the more
effective we become as a ‘wineskin’ that is can take the wine
of Jesus, by His Holy Spirit, to the lips of thirsty people, saints
and sinners alike. Every person and every church that wants
to be a part of that wineskin is going to have to be willing to
go through these four progressions.

I call this process “From Bethlehem to the Temple.” As
we go through this, there is a progression of God’s dealings
with us, a growth of His life in us, and an increase of our sphere
of influence (as there was with David) through the power and
influence of the Holy Spirit increasing in our lives. These
progressions in David’s life start in Bethlehem, where he lived,
and eventually take him to Jerusalem where he set up his throne
and where the Temple of God was to be built.

Bethlehem, the first stage

We pick up the thread in 1 Samuel 16.

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will
you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected
him as king over Israel? Fill your horn
with oil and be on your way; I am send-
ing you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have
chosen one of his sons to be king.” But

our way. Then, not only do we come through the tests, we
can also move on to the next thing that God has for us.

Sometimes, what we think is the devil doing things to
hinder us, is actually God testing us. Sometimes we may even
blame our spouse for something when it is actually God Who
is bringing a life lesson our way. Often we are blaming the
wrong person; we think it is other believers or other people,
when it is actually God we need to blame. Not that we can
ever actually put ‘blame’ on God. Many of these times God is
simply sending us around the mountain again because, we
failed a test previously.

Perhaps you have been in a place like that yourself and
have been going around and around the same mountain. You
keep going through the same thing; around and around, nurse
and rehearse, nurse and rehearse, always coming back to the
same issue and never moving on. The problem with that is
that you will eventually wear a path around that ‘mountain,’
and the longer you walk the deeper the rut will get. For some,
that rut has become a grave, sometimes without them even
knowing it.

If you are in a grave that used to be a rut, then thank
God that He is the God of resurrection. If you have killed
yourself spiritually and have buried yourself by going around
and around the same old thing, God can raise you up from the
dead (spiritually) right now. Simply determine to pass the test
and move on to the next thing.

A very helpful example of the importance of passing each
test that God brings our way can be seen in David’s life. I see

All of God’s tests are life tests. When
we fail a life test we have to repeat it.
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he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons
you have?” “There is still the youngest,”
Jesse answered, “but he is tending the
sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we
will not sit down until he arrives.” So he
sent and had him brought in. He was
ruddy, with a fine appearance and hand-
some features. Then the LORD said,
“Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed
him in the presence of his brothers, and
from that day on the Spirit of the LORD
came upon David in power. Samuel then
went to Ramah.

As we look at these events, bear in mind that Samuel’s
invitation implied that Jesse come to the sacrifice together with
all his sons, and yet Jesse excluded David. Why was he not
there? It seems that Jesse did not even think of including David.
He did not even consider inviting him. How would you have
liked to be the one who was left out if you were one of the
sons? Can you imagine what that must have been like? David’s
father did not even consider him son enough to invite him. He
brought the rest and left David out in the field looking after
the sheep.

What is the point I am making? This passage is an
indication for us of the lesson to be learned in stage one, which
is this; you and I have to learn to be faithful in obscurity, even
when we feel we are being overlooked.

David, a man after God’s own heart, was anointed in
Bethlehem. This is where David grew up and was trained.  This
was where he initially learned faithfulness. Bethlehem means
‘house of bread’. There is significance in the fact that this is

Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will
hear about it and kill me.” The LORD
said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ In-
vite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what to do. You are to anoint for me
the one I indicate.” Samuel did what the
LORD sa id .  When he  arr ived  at
Bethlehem,  the  e lders  of  the  town
trembled when they met him. They asked,
“Do you come in peace?” Samuel replied,
“Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice
to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he
consecrated Jesse and his sons and in-
vited them to the sacrifice. When they
arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought,
“Surely the LORD’s anointed stands
here before the LORD.” But the LORD
said to Samuel, “Do not consider his ap-
pearance or his height, for I have re-
jected him. The LORD does not look at
the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab and had him pass in front of
Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD
has not chosen this one either.” Jesse
then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel
said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this
one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, but Samuel said to him,
“The LORD has not chosen these.” So
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Faithfulness in obscurity is the first stage of seeing that
potential realised. We all have to learn this. No one is exempt.
There is a price to pay, but for those who are faithful, no price
is too much to pay to serve Jesus and to fulfil His purposes.

That is the kind of wineskin God is looking for. It is made
up of people and churches that serve Him willingly. God is
not looking for people who are only willing to serve Him if He
will bless them, if He will make them rich, sort out all their
marital problems and all their children’s problems, if He will
heal them and will do anything else that they feel that they
need from God. We have it all back to front if we think this
way. Faithfulness is an attitude that simply and willingly pays
the price, and anything we get from God is a blessing. It is
merely the abundance of God that overflows in our life, not
our right, and certainly not something we can make the
condition on which we are willing to serve Him.

When that is our attitude, it is in reality one that implies
that God must ‘earn the right’ to have me serve Him, and I am
also implying that I am god and that He is the servant. That is
wrong. We are the servants and we simply have to be willing
to pay the price. Church, we are going to be called by God as
a Church to pay a price and those of us who are going to
‘wimp out’ are going to hurt His body.

Let us take a very simple example of when a church wants
to buy a property. These are times when God may speak to
you about what that will cost you. He may speak to you about
that money you have been saving up to buy something and tell
you put it into the property. He is not going to say that to
everyone and no one has the right to use this principle to try
and manipulate you to give. I am merely saying that there is
every possibility that God can come to you (or me) at any
time and call us to pay the price. We should be ready and
willing for that. We should not back off and say, “Oh God, I

where David had to pass the first test, in the house of bread.
It was in Bethlehem that Jesus, the Bread of Life, was born.
Bethlehem was also the place that Herod tried to kill all the
babies. Why? It was because the ‘Bread of Life’ was to be
born in the ‘house of bread.’ That is why the devil inspired
Herod to ‘kill the bread,’ to destroy it before it could get to
the people.

That is also what the devil wants to do in your life. If he
can get you to be unfaithful in obscurity, he has already
stopped the Bread of Life getting to the hungry people through
your life. The devil knows that every single person, at the
moment of his or her birth, has the potential to be a ‘deliverer,’
and he is determined to put to death the ‘deliverer’ at the
moment of his or her birth.

Some of us do not even know who our parents were.
Some of us do not know who our father is. Some of us were
abandoned by our parents and grew up in an orphanage or
were raised by foster parents or are adopted. As painful as
that may be for us, none of that makes any difference to God
in terms of our potential. No matter what the circumstances
of our birth were, we have the potential to be a ‘deliverer.’

Even the person whose mother, in a moment of lust, slept
with a sailor passing through the port one night and who was
conceived as a result, has the potential to be a deliverer. God
looks at them and declares, “Potential deliverer,” and the devil
knows that is true. Think of how many babies are aborted per
day - possibly 250,000. The devil declares, “Kill the baby,”
but God declares, “Potential deliverer.”

The lesson to be learned in stage one
is to  be faithful in obscurity.
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the constant presence of God. That is where we are headed.
That is where God is trying to take us.

So, it is here in this stage, the Bethlehem of our life, that
God puts us through a period of behind the scenes, unnoticed
in obscurity, training. He did that with David. David was out
shepherding the flock while his brothers were with Samuel
the prophet. But David had passed the tests and would do so
again.

It was here in Bethlehem that David had fought the bear
and the lion that came to devour the flock that had been
entrusted to him. His father had given him the task of looking
after those few sheep. When a lion came, he took it on and
killed it. Likewise, when a bear came along, he killed it and
protected the flock, but no one ever says anything about this.
It does not seem that anybody else even knew about it.

Through his faithfulness David was already trained when
the real battles started to come. When Goliath came, David
was ready and Goliath was nothing to David. David was a
shepherd and did not have armour or a sword, but he was
equipped. Saul urged David to put on his own armour so that
he could go out to meet Goliath with something that could
protect him and make him look more like a warrior, but David
refused. All he needed is what he was used to. He took his
slingshot and five stones. That was all he needed. He had no
need to try and be something he was not.

So many of us are trying to be someone else. We are
trying to put on ‘Saul’s armour’ when God is saying, “I just
want you to be faithful as you, with no one noticing you.” We
tend to want a platform first; we want to preach, to be a cell
group leader or something else that has profile, like the worship
team. We want this and think that we will show our faithfulness
once we have the profile. God does not train us this way. He
wants us to be our self and to be faithful when no one notices

was not expecting this. I actually want to simply go to that
nice property and enjoy it, but I am not really prepared to
pay a price.” When I do not want to pay the price, my decision
affects the whole body.

These times reveal what is in our hearts. God is faithful
to take us through them in order that we can make the
necessary adjustments. You see, God is going to test every
one of us so that we can see what is in our own heart. He
knows what is there, but He wants us to know what is there.
And so God will put us through these tests until we pass them;
until we come to the place where we will be faithful even when
we are bypassed or not even considered; until we are faithful
when no one gives us a pat on the back, when we receive no
applause. When we pass that test, then God can take us to
stage two.

How do you feel about that? Are you saying, “Why do
they never see me? How come they never recognise me?”
Remember, God wants you to see your own heart and when
you are always asking why they never see you or recognise
your gifting, that is an exposure of your own heart. It is staring
at you in the face and screaming at you. We all face these
things. These are carnal attitudes inside us that have to be
dealt with before God can take us to the next stage and on to
the temple, which is where God dwells. There we can live in

God is going to test every one of us so
that we can see what is in our own
heart. He knows what is there, but
He wants us to know what is there.
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One day my partner came to me and said that with all
the responsibilities coming his way he felt that he could not
continue in the business. He wanted his half of what this
business is worth, and he wanted it immediately. That was
something that had the potential to ruin the business. When I
was unsaved I would simply have told him to leave and not
come back if he valued his life. I had poured my life into the
business and would not have allowed anyone to destroy it. I
had been saved, however, and had changed my lifestyle.

Without anybody ever teaching me or telling me, I knew
I was to give a certain percentage of every cent I earned to
God. After my partner left I was alone in the business with all
the debt and was struggling to keep going. I made a decision,
however to give God 10%, because that is the tithe. I
determined to give Him 10% off the top of every cent. That
was my lifestyle from day one; from the day I got saved. What
a test I faced when I found myself on my own! If I had failed
there, I could still be trying to pass that test today.

We did eventually break through and the business began
to prosper. I began to employ more and more people and we
were doing work right across the whole of what was called
the Reef in South Africa, and money was pouring in. I was
used to having people around who would do whatever I
needed done.

Then I gave up the business to go to Bible College, and
on the first morning of the term an eighteen year old stood up
and said, “Brother Daniel, here are your duties: every morning,
before you report for breakfast, I want you to take one of
these big, green trashcans, fill it up with water and water the
trees.” There were about two acres of trees and I had to do
this every morning.

I looked at the young man and thought, “You have never
even worked one day in your life. You have come straight out

us.
He did that with Moses. Moses came from the courts of

Pharaoh, having been brought up in all that went with that. He
was to take over and be the Pharaoh. Then one day he killed
an Egyptian and God had to take him into the wilderness for
40 years. He had not learned the important lessons. God gave
him 40 years of obscurity before he came back on the scene.
He had to learn the lessons and pass the test first. It is the
same with us. God will not let us bypass this. He does not let
one of His servants bypass His righteous process.

I hope this is breaking in on you. God has purposes and
plans for all of us but we are going to have to pass stage one.
If we do not, we will just keep going round and round and
make a rut into a grave. God wants to see how quick we will
be to obey Him.

May I share a few examples of the dealings of God with
me? I had my own business when I got saved. I had a really
nice car, and I had a truck for the business. When I started, I
started with a partner. We started our little business in a garage
in someone’s back yard. It was an electric motor company
where we would rewind and manufacture brand new electric
motors for gold mines and shipping, etc.

This partner of mine made a woman pregnant. Then she
found out she was going to have twins. He began to panic
because, at that stage, we were not making much profit. I
would borrow money from my Mom to buy the particular gauge
copper wire we needed, get the job done and then, as soon
as we had been paid, I would go and pay my Mom back.

God does not let one of His servants
bypass His righteous process.
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Here is one more example for some of you who are
budding preachers who want to take the world for Jesus. At
one stage I led the largest church in the one particular
denomination in South Africa, the largest in the whole country.
Even though Ann and I were pastoring that church, the
denomination kept on bypassing us when it came to
promotions.

I learnt that even if it looks as if you are really successful
in your own eyes, you are still going to go through God’s tests.
When I was baptised in the Holy Spirit and had to leave that
church because we were not allowed to speak in tongues in
that denomination, we went out and we came under another
denomination. It was a huge denomination with big churches
and we had the second or third largest within a couple of years.
The same thing happened; they kept on bypassing me. They
chose men who had one or two hundred people in the church,
or perhaps someone who had four or five hundred people,
when we had a church where you could not get the people in.
It was as if Dudley did not exist.

But I had to pass these tests. God was watching to see
if I would still be faithful even though I was being overlooked.
The same test will come to all of us so that we can learn to be
faithful when no one knows who we are or what we are doing.
That is the test we face at the ‘Bethlehem’ stage.

You determine whether you are going
to pass the tests God brings
your way or not.

of school and now you are the ‘Head Brother.’ I have been
telling people to go fetch this, clean my car, run there, and
now you are telling me to water the trees!” But God said to
me, “Are you going to pass this test or fail it?” So I went and
watered the trees.

The next week the superintendent (a woman on top of it
all), walked up and said, “Brother Daniel, your next duty is to
clean the men’s urinal.” Ask my wife how finicky and fussy I
can be. The men’s urinal! So I thought, “Well, they are
obviously going to give me one of these long, big brooms or
something with a handle so I do not have to go near the urinal
itself.” Instead I was given a brush not much larger than a
nailbrush. I thought that it had to be a joke, but they were
dead serious. I had to go in and kneel down at the men’s urinal
for two weeks and scrub this dirty thing.

I could have rebelled and said, “That is it!” Others did;
other students packed up and they left. The thing to consider
is this: that was 1970 and they had not yet passed stage one.
God would never have let them off the hook. That same test
simply comes back in a different form. I wonder, have they
passed it yet?

You determine whether you are going to pass the tests
God brings your way or not - when no one else knows you
are scrubbing the men’s urinal, you decide whether you will
pass the test or not. No one was up early enough to watch me
watering the trees and say, “He is really sold out to Jesus.”
You are on your own in those times and you determine whether
you are going to pass or not.

No one is exempt. No one. You are going to have to
pass the test somewhere along the line. It is going to come in
a different form for you than it will for someone else, but it is
the same lesson. Are you going to pass it or are you going to
fail it? How long are you going to go on before you pass it?



ADULLAM, FAITHFULNESS IN DISCOURAGEMENT / 5756 / ADULLAM, FAITHFULNESS IN DISCOURAGEMENT

palace, to exercise authority and be accountable to no one,
was suddenly on the run. Saul was trying to kill him. Things
had become so bad that in order to stay alive, David had to
degrade himself to the extent that he went before a heathen
king and acted as if he was mad, frothing at the mouth,
scratching the door, trying to bluff that he was so insane that
the king would feel sorry for him and not kill him. By the time
David reached the cave of Adullam it is understandable that
he could be discouraged, and yet look at what happens next.

When I am having a pity party (which I occasionally have
done) I do not want anyone around. I do not even want God
there. I want to be left alone to revel in the pity for a while.
Sometimes the worst people that could ever be sent our way
when we are really enjoying our pity party are our family.

Well, that is exactly what happened with David. God sent
his family to Him, but it gets worse. Not only did He send
David’s family to him in the caves of Adullam, He sent a group
of four hundred who were in “distress or in debt or
discontented.” In other words, they were people who had
reason to be discouraged. When you are in trouble,
despondent and in despair, you do not need a group of people
like this around. Yet that is who the Scripture says came
David’s way. A pity party is only a party if it is only you, but
when others come along and they are having a more enjoyable
pity party than yours, you become even more desperate.

Yet God sent this group down, four hundred who were in a
worse state than David. It may seem as if these were the wrong
people to have around him at that point, and yet it was God
who sent them. He had another test for David to pass. He
wanted him to prove to be faithful even in discouraging times.

Adullam means “justice.” There are times when everything
around you seems so unjust, so unfair. You have done your
best for God, you have done your best for your husband or

6

Adullam, Faithfulness In
Discouragement

Stage two is found in 1 Samuel 22:1-2:

David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.
When his brothers and his father’s household heard about
it, they went down to him there. All those who were in
distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him,
and he became their leader. About four hundred men were
with him.

This next stage is seen in David’s life when he was in the
cave of Adullam. It is simply being faithful in discouraging
times. After we have passed the test of faithfulness in
obscurity, where no one notices us, we come to the test of
being faithful even when what is happening around us is
discouraging.

These two verses are full of things that are easy to miss.
David, who was ordained to be king and to live in a royal
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Every one of us goes through times of
discouragement. Can we still be found
faithful during those times?

back off and stop being the strong leader. Some people began
to say I was a dictator and who did I think I was?

The word went around’ “Dudley is a dictator. You fight him
and he kills you.” Eventually I believed the lie and backed off.
About seven hundred people left that church in a short space
of time. Many of those we had personally led to Christ,
baptised in water, laid hands on and brought them through in
the baptism in the Holy Spirit. These were not simply people
who popped in occasionally. That was a discouraging time.

One day Leon van Daele, a New Covenant Ministries
International team member, came to me - this was close to
twenty years ago - and said, “Dudley, we followed you
because you knew where you were going. We are feeling
insecure. Please start leading us again. You have been
pussyfooting around. What is going on here? Lead us again.”
You see, when you stand up to lead with God’s anointing on
you, you realise that the authority of God is on you and you
have to take these people somewhere. You are going to give
an account one day for what you did with these people. You
cannot be a nice pussycat.

God caught my heart and I had to stand up and be faithful.
Everything inside of me hates dictatorship, manipulation and
control, but I had to lead, and when you lead you have to
make some unpopular choices and unpopular decisions. You
simply have to. I took hold of it and we trained the people,

wife, you have done your best for your children, you have
done your best for your parents, and they still find fault with
you. It seems so unjust. Some wives do their best to cook a
meal for their husband and yet, if one of their hairs falls into
the food, he picks her out about that. He does not see the
whole meal. He does not realise she has been standing there
for hours peeling potatoes, cooking, and so on. He only sees
the hair. That is when it is easy to feel that it is so unjust.

Some of us have done our best at school and simply cannot
come up with an A grade, but the only response we get is,
“What is this B? Are you dumb? Are you stupid? You are not
reaching your potential.” Many of you know how unjust that
feels.

That is what was happening here at Adullam. David had
been discredited; seemingly bypassed. Everything seemed so
unjust. But David knew what the purpose of God was for his
life. He was to be a king, and in order to be king you have to
train your soldiers. You have to teach them to fight. So that is
what he did. In the midst of the discouragement he turned that
motley group of four hundred discontented, in debt,
discouraged people into a fighting machine. That was the call
of God on his life. He was faithful even in discouraging times.

I do not know what the call of God is on your life. It may
not be to be a ‘king,’ it may not be to be a preacher, but
whatever it is, can you still be found faithful when times are
discouraging? Every one of us goes through those times of
discouragement. On one occasion I even ended up in hospital
as a result of a discouraging time, I thought I was going to
die.

Many years ago the church we were leading was going
through a crisis and approximately seven hundred people left
the church. It was a desperate period for us, discouraging
times. I had made a bad decision. People were telling me to
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sermon.’ I listened to these businessmen talking and one of
them said, “You will not believe this. This morning I made a
deal and I lost 200 million Rand.” I was coming from a church
that had just broken through 4,000 Rand per month and here
was one person who could lose 200 million Rand in one deal.

They drove Mercedes Benzes, Porsches, etc. and I was
driving around in a little beaten up Volkswagen. We had air-
conditioning in that car because, as you moved forward, the
air flowed in through the rust holes! When you swung around
a corner, the door flew open. It would not stay closed.

In the midst of this I remember going out and saying, “God,
You cannot have called me here. I cannot come here. I feel
more comfortable with those blue collared people. I want to
go back.” And God said, “I have had this problem before.
You are not the first person to say this. Remember that Moses
said he could not do what I asked him to.” God encouraged
me and said that He wanted to make that church a blessing to
Bryanston, to the whole city of Johannesburg, to the nation of
South Africa and to the nations of the world. We moved to
that church and God blessed us as the church grew and
prospered.

There that one period, which I mentioned previously, when
all of this seemed to fall apart and about seven hundred people
left. I remember going back to God and saying, “God, You
have not fulfilled this promise yet. Yes, we have been a blessing
in Bryanston. Yes, to some extent we have been a blessing to
the metropolis, but Father we have not even touched the
province yet, never mind the country or the nations of the
world.” I reminded God of His promises. In the midst of
discouragement there was a test to pass. We have to pass the
test! There is no way to escape it.

You may be discouraged now, or you may periodically
battle with this. If so, pass the test, because if you do not,

and within a short space of time God added to that church,
exploded it, and it grew and became even more effective and
powerful than prior to that bad time we went through.

So, I am not talking theory here, I am talking real life. I
have been there. I have these times in mind when I exhort you
to remain faithful to whatever it is that God has called you to
do, even in discouraging times. For a while I deviated and
backed off from leading strongly. It was a horrendous thing to
do, but God enabled me to come back to His way.

When everything was desperate and approximately seven
hundred people had left, I cried out to God for help. I brought
the promises that God had given me before Him. I had come
to that church in Bryanston, Johannesburg, from a very, very
poor blue collared group of people. Some of the top 5% of
the money earners in the world live in Bryanston, and here I
was pastoring them.

Included in that group were Professors, men and women
with many degrees and other qualifications. I had never earned
a degree and now I was pastoring people who were well
qualified. I have the equivalent of a degree now through seven
years of Bible College training and seminary, but I do not have
an actual degree.

When we were considering the move to Bryanston, the
church I was pastoring had just broken through 4,000 Rand
per month in the total income of the church. We thought we
were in revival! Then I found myself in Bryanston for my ‘trial

Remain faithful to whatever it is that
God has called you to do, even in
discouraging times.
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What are preachers doing today? Many are saying, “Come
to Jesus, and He will fix your family up. Come to Jesus, and
He will make you rich, take care of all your financial
problems.” That is a lie! It is an absolute lie! Yes, He does
bless us all, but He does not make us all rich financially. He
does not sort out everything. There are saints like Billy Graham
whose son lived far from God for many years. And I do not
know of a greater saint on earth than Billy Graham. He would
have given up in discouragement many years ago if what so
many preachers are preaching today was true. Yet he remained
faithful.

There are going to be trials and hardships that come our
way, but God will bring us through and bless and prosper us
in it all. Let us not preach that God simply fixes up all our
problems without telling the truth. Yes, God will give us all the
money we ever need to finance the Kingdom, and we can live
and enjoy some of that, but only some of it. When we start
hoarding it all in the bank, or investing it in the stock market
and other investments, something has gone wrong. Those who
hoard and do not use what they have to win the lost, live a lie,
because they believe that God has blessed them for their own
sake.

We need preachers who will stand up and tell the truth.
That is what Paul did. He told the truth. His encouragement
was: “We have come here to encourage you. We want you to
remain faithful to God. You must go through many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God. Will you remain faithful?”

Our destiny is worked out as
we pass the tests.

you are only going to be discouraged again within a few days
or a few weeks time, again and again. If it has become a life
pattern, a life cycle, then break it! Determine to get through it
the next time, to be faithful. Go back to what God has called
you to do and determine to be faithful, no matter how
discouraging it gets.

I hope I am not sounding harsh. There is simply no way to
bypass these things. There is too much destiny at stake to
fool around with you on this. There is too much of the eternal
call of God upon people’s lives and churches for me to fool
around on this. There is no way to bypass this. Our destiny is
worked out as we pass the tests.

This is as true for local churches as it is for individuals.
Why has God raised you up as a church? Why has God helped
you to go through some traumatic times and still kept you
together? Why has God kept the church you are part of or
that you lead where you are geographically? It is because God
has a purpose for you. If God has an inheritance for your
church, it will mean that there is a price to pay to enter into all
of it. We do that for the glory of God.

I do not know what the price is for you. For most of us it is
going to be small, but, for some of us it can be big, but there
is a price. I am not being the bearer of bad news, but I do
believe it is time for God’s preachers to be honest and stop
deceiving people.

In Acts 14:21-22 it says that Paul and Barnabas went back
to the churches to encourage them to remain true to God,
but what do we read that they preached? They told them this,
“We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom
of God.” Would you call that an encouraging message? The
Holy Spirit seems to indicate that it was very much a part of
the encouragement and strengthening that they brought to the
churches because this is what He chose to highlight.
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Hebron, Faithfulness In
Victory

When David moved to Hebron the tribe Judah came
together to make him king. By this time the motley crew had
led had became a disciplined army and he continued to enjoy
victory in battle. Some time later all the tribes of Israel come
to David in Hebron he was crowned as king of the entire nation.
One could say that his victory was complete, but now that he
was victorious he had a new test to face.

It is not just in the discouraging times or in the times of
obscurity that the tests will come. Sometimes when you are
victorious the devil comes to test you, and God allows the
testing in order that you can see whether you will still be
faithful, even though everything is going well for you at that
point.

In this and the next chapter we will see that there are a
number of aspects of faithfulness that Hebron represents. The
first is this lesson to be learned about remaining faithful when
we are victorious. That may sound strange, but only until one

sees how many of the people that God has raised up around
the world have become unfaithful when they were victorious.
This has happened to many pastors. It breaks my heart to use
pastors as an example, but because I have been one and I am
looked at as one, let me talk about this group. Many pastors,
when they have reached something that almost every pastor
would long for, suddenly start fooling around with other
women, or exploiting the sheep, or abusing their authority. They
become unfaithful when they should have been victorious.

Hebron was where Abraham, the father of faith, lived -
Genesis 13:18 and Genesis 23:2. It was in Hebron that
Abraham built an altar to the Lord, in the place of victory. It
is so easy to build an altar. An altar is a place where you can
offer prayer. It is a place that you can offer praise. It is a
place that you can bring a sacrifice to God, even if it is a
sacrifice of your own life.

When we are in desperate need of God we sometimes do
that. Perhaps a child is dying, or our family is going through a
crisis, we have lost our job, we are desperate for finance, or
we are going to lose our house. In times like this we lay our
life on the line and ask God to bring us through. What we are
doing is that we are building an altar. “God, I will do anything
for You for the rest of my life.”

Then, when God brings the breakthrough we often forget
the altar, as if it never took place. When we gain the victory
we forget what we said and are unfaithful. Have you been in
that place where you have forgotten what you said to God? If
so, God will simply take you around the mountain and back
to the test again.

The altar is also a place where the promises of God are
received. For a number of years I battled with a liver condition.
The doctors kept saying to me that I was going to die.
According to them, I should have been put in a box and buried
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a long time ago, but I kept going back to God. There were
many prophecies that had been spoken into my life that had
never been fulfilled. I did not fight with God, but I did remind
Him, there is an altar. There are many things that have not
happened yet and if I died there would be unfulfilled prophecy
over my life. I know that God is faithful. He is always faithful.

The church in Bryanston, South Africa that I mentioned
earlier experienced explosive growth fairly quickly. It grew
by hundreds and hundreds. That is not an exaggeration. In
every meeting people were being saved, and for years we
baptised large groups of people every weekend. Spring,
summer, autumn and winter. They would go into an outside
swimming pool and be baptised in the freezing cold of winter.
Sometimes zero, one or two degrees centigrade. My own
children were baptised in the middle of that cold. Every
weekend we were in victory. People were inviting me to fly
all over to preach. Well, God still required us to be faithful.

When it suddenly all began to fall apart I went back to
God with His promises. I built an altar. “Father, You said...”
That is why I like to make time for those who are being
ordained, because I can guarantee, I prophesy it; they will
have some hard times in the ministry. They will have rumours
spread about them, they will have people that abandon them
and they will need to be able to play it back and say, “Father,
You said...”The faithfulness we learn in times of victory will
stand us in good stead during those times. Will you be faithful
when you are victorious?

Hebron was also one of the places the spies came to, a
place of entering into the Promised Land - Numbers 13:22.
God had finally brought them to the place where they could
enter into the inheritance He had promised them. We know
what happened and that they did not enter in at that time. I
believe that Hebron also represents a place of faithfulness and

of fashioning that takes us into our inheritance. Our step-by-
step faithfulness in fulfilling the will of God, the purpose of
God for our life, will determine whether we enter into all of
what God has for us or whether we only have a little bit of it.
This applies to us as individuals and to churches. Hebron is
the place where we enter into all of what God has for us.

There is another aspect to Hebron that has to do with being
faithful to the end. Remember that once they did enter the
land, Joshua took Hebron and that Hebron was finally given
to Caleb - Joshua 14:13 and Joshua 15:13. What does this
teach us? It teaches us that there is no retirement when you
are serving God. Caleb came to Joshua and said, “Joshua,
when I was 40 years old, 40 years ago, God promised me
Hebron. Now I am 80 years old and I still want Hebron. ” He
did not use his age as an excuse for retirement. There is no
retirement when you serve God. You remain faithful till you
have no breath left in you. We so often make a fuss of the
younger people. Well, God is saying, “I also want older
people.”

The point I want to make here for all of us that are older
(approaching retirement age) is that Hebron was given to Caleb
when he was eighty years old. That was way past the
acceptable retirement age in our culture. In the Kingdom there
is no retirement for those of us who have grey hair, whether it
is grey from being righteous or grey from being old. No

Hebron also represents a place of
faithfulness and of fashioning that
takes us into our inheritance.
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retirement. Scrap that idea. Retire from the workplace but
never retire from THE workplace of serving Jesus. Never!

The body of Christ needs grey-haired men and women, it
really does. I am fifty-nine years old. In Australia I should
have retired a few years ago; sixty-five is considered to be
the maximum. But I have no intention of ever retiring. Standing
aside and letting others lead the team, yes. Retirement? No!

So, if you have placed yourself in self-imposed retirement,
come out, in the Name of Jesus, like Lazarus, come out of the
grave. We need you; we need you men and women who are
older than me. I need you. So do these twelve and thirteen
and fourteen year olds, even though they do not know it yet.
In a couple of more years they will know it. They need you in
the same way that we need them.
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Hebron, Place of Alliance

Hebron means ‘alliance’. According to the New Oxford
Dictionary, an alliance is a “state of being allied or combined,
united.” When you form an alliance with people, you are
saying, “We will come alongside you, we will do it together,
we will fight together and we have a common purpose.” This
is something that we know is of vital importance to God. He
desires that we will, first of all, be in an alliance with Him, and
secondly, that we will be in unity with one another, having a
common purpose. It is in the place of unity that God releases
His blessing. Psalm 133: is well known, “How good and
pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! … For
there  the  LORD bes tows  h i s  b less ing ,  even  l i f e
forevermore.”

We read in Acts 2:1 (KJV) that the first disciples were
“All together with one accord.” That was when the Holy
Spirit came like a mighty rushing wind, with cloven tongues of
fire, speaking in tongues and the power of God. They went
out from there and witnessed in the power of the Holy Spirit
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and turned the world upside down. We have to get into the
same kind of unity. You see, this faithfulness that I am talking
about now, the Hebron stage, requires that you and I put away
the petty little differences that keep us apart from one another.
We need to find an alliance with one another.

That includes us having an alliance with the church down
the road that does things differently to the way we do. God
only has one Church on the earth. The Presbyterians,
Episcopalians, Baptists, the Full Gospel and the Assemblies
of God that are born again, and whoever else there may be,
are all part of that one Church. We are not enemies, we are
not in competition; we are allies.

We are going to spend eternity with each other. What
are we going to do then? Are we going to be criticising the
Salvation Army officer because he was not baptised? Or are
we going to be upset with those who did not break bread?
The truth is that we have to put aside those things that are not
real doctrinal differences. I can still be in fellowship with those
who believe differently to what I do on those points that are
‘negotiable’; those things that do not change a person’s eternal
destiny. They are also trying to win the world for Jesus, which
is what we are trying to do. They are our allies.

So, when people come and want to play one church up
against the other, when people want to come and bad-mouth
a church down the road, I do not want to listen. And I hope
that they would say the same when people want to bad-mouth
me and that they would refuse to listen. I do not want to hear
a story about any church anywhere. I am not talking about
when there is deliberate sin and deception. We may have to

mention those things, but we should do so with a broken heart;
we do not delight in them.

Working out an alliance involves getting close to one
another. Unity is more than simply getting along with others.
It is like the spokes of a wheel. The further you are out on the
rim, the further the spokes are away from each other. The
closer you get to the hub (God) the closer you get to one
another. When you get close to each other then it begins to
rub and you begin to see the warts on people.

While I am standing up on a platform, far away from the
people, and there is a nice bright light behind me, they will not
see the warts and the blemishes on my face. When we get up
close to each other we do see the wrinkles and the lines. That
is when we need to stay faithful and build alliances with each
other.

The Twelve Tribes

At Hebron the twelve tribes came together in an alliance.
The same tribes that are mentioned in Genesis 49 are the tribes
we find in 1 Chronicles 12:23-37. They all came and joined
themselves with David. There is a reason why the Holy Spirit
put the names of the tribes in here. We need, in our churches
and as individuals, to have different kinds of people around
us who are in alliance with us. Let us look at some of the
significance of each tribe.

Judah

Judah simply means ‘praise’- Genesis 29:35 - and every
one of us needs praisers around us. We need positive people

God only has one Church on the earth.
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who praise God no matter what is happening. I need my wife
to stay a praiser, which she is. I think that Anne and I were at
the back of the line when God gave out good voices for singing.
We were together with my middle son, Tyron. He was right
there, just behind me. We croak! Talk about the Karaoke
Croakies! But it is still a sweet voice in the courts of heaven!
I sing like a nightingale inside and I sound like a crow when it
comes out my mouth, but God hears the nightingale inside.
The point is that we need positive people in alliance with us.
We all need praisers.

Simeon

The second group is the tribe of Simeon and that means
‘hearing,’ or ‘to hear’ - Genesis 29:33. That relates to our
perception. It is not only hearing with the physical ear, it is
hearing in the perceptive areas that are our spirit. We need
men and women of perception. These are people who can
‘see’ beyond seeing in the physical. People who can hear God
and perceive what God is doing. They can see why we are
going through a particular set of circumstances, that it is not
simply the devil getting the upper hand. They can see God in
it and they can hear God in it. We need to know that there is
nothing that can come against us or the church, except that
God allows it for our good. We need people around us who
can remind us of that because they see and hear God.

One of the things that God has put into my heart and
life, is that when I sit with a pastor or a leader, I want to try
and help them see beyond the immediate circumstances.
Sometimes this is necessary even when things are going well
and they are enthusiastic about the way it is going. One has to
think about the ramifications of what is being released through

that. We cannot only look at the immediate or a short-term
solution. We have to consider what will happen 2, 5, or 10
years down the road. Sometimes grabbing hold of an
immediate answer to our problem leads to worse problems in
the long-term.

Leaders need people around them whoare perceptive.
For instance, when we discipline someone, the church’s
reaction is not one of, “How dare they do that?” Rather there
is a perceptiveness that knows that if the issue were not dealt
with, it would more than likely end up with disaster. You know,
shepherds are sometimes stupid, but not that stupid. We are
sometimes dumb-looking but we are not as dumb as we look.
There are times when God drops things into our hearts and
we perceive. We would love a few believers to perceive with
us. We need to be surrounded by people with perception,
spiritual perception.

Levi

The third group is the tribe called Levi and this means
‘joined’ or ‘partner’-Genesis 29:34. We also know that Levi
was the priestly tribe. In other words, Levi represents those
who are priests with us and are committed to join with us in
the fight, whatever the circumstance may be. Those who lead
churches need that every day.

Every one of us needs partners; people who have
committed to be those that we can depend on no matter what.
I would love to believe that every person in every church that
relates to the New Covenant Ministries International team
would believe the best about me, and that even if I failed and
sinned, they would still be partners with the team. I would not
expect them to agree with my sin but would love to believe
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that they would still say, “He is a brother, he has done his
best. Yes, he blew it there, we still love him.” I wonder how
many people would really feel that way?

I wonder how many people feel they would do that for
you? Many are very quick to abandon others the moment they
make one mistake. We need to be more than that to each other.
We should be partners, priests who minister the grace of God
to each other, who bring those we are partners with before
the Lord as priests and say, “Lord, minister to them.” Our
partnership with each other should be of such a nature that
we treat ‘divorce’ from each other as a swear word.

We should not be sensitive to each other in the wrong
way. We should not be easily offended, and feel insulted or
left out simply because we did not get a greeting or a
handshake. We do not feel put out when we are not treated
the way we think we should be. We may feel we have been
bypassed or overlooked and that someone else got something
that we were hoping would happen in our life, but our
commitment to be partners should mean that we do not take
offence at that.

When we are sensitised to these thing and take offence
at them we become people who are prepared to simply
‘divorce’ ourselves from the congregation we are part of. When
we understand and embrace the fact that we are joined to
each other we will not take this lightly. Neither will we be
prepared to leave for something as unimportant as the
examples we gave above. No! That is a divorce and that is a
word that is not in our vocabulary.

I know that there are times when we may have to leave
a church. For instance, when the Spirit of God has departed
and there is ‘Ichabod’ upon a place, you have to move. Make
sure, however, that the ‘Ichabod’ is there and that there is

genuinely a leading of God in your decisions. Never allow an
offence to be the reason for leaving.

Benjamin

The next group is the tribe of Benjamin, which means
‘son of my right hand’ - Genesis 35:18 – and this relates to
power and authority. Jesus is seated at the right hand of the
Father. It is the place of authority. We need believers with
power and with authority. We need to be surrounded by people
who can carry this. These are people who are not intimidated
by the devil but who know how to take him on. These are
people who know how to exercise their authority in a godly
way. They are not scared of trouble. They do not dictate,
manipulate and control people, but they exercise their authority
in a godly way.

Joseph

Joseph had two sons who were named among the tribes
of Israel that came to join with David – Ephraim and
Manasseh. Joseph means may He add (Genesis 30 v 24) In
other words someone who is prolific. Prolific means one that
produces a large number.

Manasseh

Manasseh means ‘causing forgetfulness’ - Genesis
41:51. When he was born his father said, “Call him Manasseh
because I have forgotten how hard things were, the injustices
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that happened in my past.” In other words, he chose to leave
the past behind and to be a pioneer. We need pioneers. We
need people who will not allow their past to affect their future.
We cannot be pioneers if we are always stepping backward
into the past. We need to go forward into the future.

So many are nursing and rehearsing. They are focused
on past failures instead of the future. In God we always have
a future and we need to refuse to allow the past to drag us
back. My past is forgotten and dealt with. I am going to press
on into the future.

We all need people around us who do not always talk of
the past with hurt and a martyr mentality. The body of Christ
is full of martyrs who have yet to be martyred. When you ask
them how they are they say, “You do not want to know.” Often
you know then that you are about to hear a 20-minute martyr
story. I am not talking about being unsympathetic to people
who are really going through a tough time. We need to give
them time and listen, but we do not need a martyr attitude
brought into it.

Ephraim

Ephraim means ‘fruitful’ – Genesis 41:52. We need
people who are producers; people who see things happen by
the power and authority of God. We need to be surrounded
by people who are productive and not only ‘hangers on.’ In
other words, they are not ‘VDPs’ - very draining people. We
need people who contribute to our lives.

Imagine if every Sunday you come to a meeting and
everyone contributes to your life instead of dragging you down
and draining you. That is what it should be like. Sometimes
though, you come to a meeting and expect to be edified, but

you go home more drained than when you first arrived. Those
of you who preach know that even when you are preaching
this can be true. A positive reception of the word we bring
does draw it out of us, but it is still encouraging. Then there
are other times when you have to fight every step of the way
and you go home absolutely exhausted.

Issachar

Issachar means ‘bearing higher, available’ - Genesis
30:18. They were participators; they got involved. They do
not say, “Do it for us.” They say, “We will do it with you. We
will even do it for you. We are available.”

Zebulun

Zebulun means ‘dwelling, living there’ - Genesis 30:20.
In other words, they are people who possess. God’s intent is
not simply that we dwell in the land He has given us. He wants
us to possess it, to occupy it, take it over. We do not let
‘enemies’ continue to live there. When the presence of God
comes in, they are driven out. Where we go the demons should
flee.

We need to be people who are possessors, who are going
to possess what God has given to us, who are going to take a
hold of the inheritance God has for us. We need to be a people
with a heart that embraces the fact that God has an inheritance
for the church we are part of and who determine to go in and
possess it.

If, one day, the leader falters a bit because he is a little
weak and discouraged, then we carry him through. We will
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get our inheritance together because we determine to go on.
We carry those who are discouraged through. We all need to
be surrounded by this kind of people.

Naphtali

Naphtali means ‘wrestling’ - Genesis 30:8. In other
words, they are a people of prayer. The place of prayer is a
place of laying hold of God and determining not to let Him go
until we know we have His answer. That is what happened
with Jacob. He wrestled all night with an angel. It is the place
of fighting for what God has for us. We need people praying
with and for us. Not just praying for, praying with us. Every
church needs that.

I wonder how many people come to the prayer meeting
in your church, what percentage? I often am told by people
how many members they have in their church. Perhaps they
have 1000, but when I go to their prayer meeting there are far
less there. I feel that what we see in the prayer meeting is
what we have in our church. The rest are only spectators who
come when it is convenient. I am never impressed with
numbers. I have been to churches that claim to have 5000,
but when you go to their prayer meeting there are only 20.
There is actually a church of 20 there that has 4980 spectators.

I am not being harsh here. That is the truth. In our hearts
we all know it is. No church can ever count for God if it is not
corporately wrestling together in the place of prayer. Many
rely on charisma, communication skills or a programme, but
true revival will never come if we are not praying together.

Dan

Dan means ‘just or justice’ – Genesis 30:6. These are
people who are prepared to fight for what is right, not just in
the place of prayer but who live it out. We are willing to put
our life on the line. When there are people being treated
unjustly, we fight for them, we stand with them. We stand with
these groups that are being taken advantage of and abused.

We had to take a stand in South Africa against the
unrighteous system of apartheid. We had to say, “These
people, these black people are made in the image of God as
well. They deserve to be treated equally.” We do not do it as
the world does - there is a godly way of doing it - but our
heart must be against injustice of any kind.

Asher

Asher means ‘happy’ - Genesis 30:13. In other words,
‘pleased.’ You cannot be happy if you are not pleased. Pleased
with what? Pleased with God, pleased with the ways of God,
pleased with the will of God, pleased with God’s people,
happy about them. Not always finding fault and deficiency.
Remember the hole in the donut analogy? Sometimes we only
see the hole and we do not see the donut. We must learn to
enjoy the donut even if there is a hole in it. We do not want to
become preoccupied with the hole. Eat the donut; and enjoy
it.

We need to be surrounded by people who are pleased
with God and who are happy with His people and they are
not always finding fault. If you have read this far you may
have already seen some things that you could find fault with. I
do not expect that you will find nothing in this book to find
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fault with. The crux of what I am saying here, however, is that
it should be easy for us see beyond that in each other. Even
when we see the faults, we can be pleased (happy) with the
person.

I am happy with God, I am happy with God’s people, I
am happy with the will of God and I am pleased with what
God is doing. Yes I want more, but I am pleased with what is
happening right now too. We have to live in a state of
dissatisfied satisfaction and satisfied dissatisfaction.

Reuben

The tribe of Reuben came to join with David. Reuben
simply means ‘behold a son’ - Genesis 29:32. I used to say
that this was fruitfulness but actually I have seen something
beyond that. I see that there is something that is birthed that
comes from the prophetic.

God said He does nothing and births nothing without
first letting His prophets know. The book of Amos tells us
that. Nothing new is going to come without God letting His
prophets know. We need prophetic people who can see these
seasons. It was not only the sons of Issachar who could discern
the times. We also need the Reubens, who stand up and tell
us what God is saying. I do not only mean personal prophecy,
although we need that too, but we need those who tell us what
it is that God is doing.

I remember Rob Rufus standing up and telling us that
God was going to speed things up. What formerly took seven
years He would do in seven weeks. What took seven weeks
He would do in seven days. What took seven days He would
do in seven hours. At the time he told us that, the whole

dynamic changed right across the world for what we were
doing and God began to speed up the process.

More recently Rob prophesied again that God was going
to speed it up even more than that and within a month and a
half I could see the speeding up take place, a new gear that
God was working in with us. We need people who can
prophesy like this. Not just the gift of prophesy and
encouragement, but seeing what it is that God is birthing -
‘behold a son’ - what it is that He is taking us into.

Gad

There are two meanings for the name Gad. The first
meaning is ‘good fortune.’ We need those that are fortunate,
those who are successful, those who are prosperous. They
succeed in what they put their hand to. We do not need to be
in alliance with people who are failures. The only thing that
God wants us to fail in is that which is outside of His will for
us, but He wants us to prosper in that which is His will for us.
In Jeremiah 29:11 He says, “For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

The second meaning is ‘a troop is coming.’ We need
alliances with those who will protect us, a troop comes to
protect us, comes to fight our battles with us. We need those
who are really going to get involved with us and who are not
going to stab us in the back. When they hear rumours about
us they will give us the benefit of the doubt. They will not pass
on stories about us; they will not participate in criticism, gossip
or slander about us.
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There may be different interpretations of what these
names mean, but the chief lesson to be learned from all of this
remains the fact that we need to be in alliance with others in
the body of Christ. We give them our allegiance and they give
us theirs. This is a part of the challenge of a Hebron stage;
learning to be faithful and remain in unity with others, even
with those who are different to us, or who do things differently
to the way we do.
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Jerusalem, Faithfulness In
Success

The last stage is Jerusalem, where the temple was
eventually built. Jerusalem means ‘founded in peace.’
When we are at peace with God and with our fellow man, we
begin to reign in righteousness and God can do much in our
midst and through us.

We have already talked of Psalm 133, which tells us
that where there is unity the Lord commands a blessing. You
cannot be in unity without there being peace. Peace is a place
of righteousness. Peace is the place where God can
accomplish all of His purposes through us. Jerusalem then is a
place of fruitfulness, not only in victory, but also in absolute
success. The test that this represents is whether we will still
be faithful when we are in that place?

It is here in Jerusalem that David built a palace, the
dwelling place of the king, and where he exercised his
authority, his rulership and his reign. It had been established
as a permanent entity. It was from Jerusalem that David
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conquered most of his enemies - 1 Chronicles 14:8-17. From
Jerusalem David enlarged his territory - 1 Chronicles 18, 19
and 20. It was to Jerusalem that David brought the Ark of
God - the presence of God. It had been at the house of Obed-
Edom and everything at Obed-Edom’s house was blessed
because the presence of God was there. David determined to
bring that back to the people by bringing it to Jerusalem.

Unfortunately we also have the account in 1 Chronicles
21 of David’s mistakes. Even though it was from Jerusalem
that David launched his greatest exploits, his greatest victories
and enjoyed the most success, it is also here that he succumbed
to the devil’s inspiration to number the people. As a result,
death breaks out amongst the people of God that he was
leading. In the midst of his success, he fell. We also learn from
David what to do when we have made a mistake. Many have
been down that same road and so we need to be careful to be
faithful in success.

I do not really know how to measure success. I do not
think that God measures success like you and I do. Success
is going to be measured when we all stand before the judgement
seat of Christ. Then we will know whether it was wood, hay
and stubble that we used to build with, or whether it really
was gold, silver and precious stone. Only then will we really
know. So I never want to see myself as successful. I really do
not, but many may look at New Covenant Ministries
International and say that we are successful.

There are thousands upon thousands of churches in at
least forty-seven countries relating to this team, but I have
found that these are the hardest days to remain faithful. Why?
Because there is so much to administrate and take care of.
The very thing (being alone with God) that brings genuine
success in God, is the first thing that one is tempted to let go
of.

We become so busy with so many phone calls, so many
preaching appointments, so much of this to do, so much of
that, and we can no longer give God an hour or two each
morning. That is the beginning of the end. It is so important to
be faithful when you are successful. Keep the altar. Keep
humble and if anyone gives any glory to anyone, make sure
you give it to Jesus. I appreciate their love and kindness. I
appreciate their encouragement, but I am not stupid enough
to believe it was accomplished in my strength. It was God.

Ask God to keep you faithful when you really are
successful in the sphere of influence and jurisdiction that He
gives you. When you are successful as a business person - if
you are a Christian - make sure that God gets the glory. I do
not mean that we become so super humble that we become
unreal. We cannot continually say, “It was not me, it was
Jesus,” every time someone tells us that we have done well.
That is true, it is Jesus, but it must simply be the reality of
what is in our hearts and what people hear must be a wise,
humble overflow of that. Whenever we have opportunity to
do so, we give Him the praise.

Ask God to keep you that way, and if you can dare to
pray for us, if you can find the time, I implore you ask God to
keep me real. Never to have thoughts about myself that are
not real. I know myself. I live with myself and my wife knows
me. I am not what many think I am, many are still living in

Ask God to keep you faithful when you
really are successful in the sphere
of influence and jurisdiction
that He gives you.
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delusion. I make mistakes and I have tried to be honest and
vulnerable about that. When I make mistakes they are often
big ones. I can be irritable. I do occasionally become
despondent. I am just as human as everyone else. We are
simply human, doing our best for Jesus.

The  same i s  t rue  for  every  bus inessman and
businesswoman, every politician. Whoever you are, keep real.
See the thing as it really is. It is God. If He lifts His hand off
us we are finished. Therein lies the motivation to stay faithful
in the midst of success.
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Pass The Tests

My hope is that even as you have read this section
you are responding to God. Perhaps you have never realised
before that God does not allow us to skip any of these stages.
I hope that by now you have determined to pass the tests and
to break any cycle, whether it be in times of obscurity,
discouragement, victory or success, that results in you going
through the same tests over and over again. God’s desire is
that we all learn to remain faithful no matter how long the
obscurity or discouragement may last, or how great the victory
or success is.

I hope you can say that as churches. If that is our heart
attitude, then the devil is in for more serious trouble that he
was before now. He is already in serious trouble, but he is in
more serious trouble now. If we could only find a few men, a
few women, a few young people, a few old people who will
say, “I am going to pass the test. There is no way round it. I
mean business with God. I am breaking the cycle. I am coming
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through, whatever that means.” Then the devil will have a
greater battle on his hands than ever before.

I know that some of you reading this book will go way
beyond the best of us. There are people with an anointing and
a call of God on their lives who are going to do things that I
will never be able to do for Jesus. There is a generation, one
that is not determined by age, who are going to go way beyond
us, and I have already seen it happen in the New Covenant
Ministries International team. Some of the newer team
members have already passed the older team members. Not
in wisdom or in experience, but in anointing and effectiveness.
There is a group of thousands of young people, mid teens to
late twenties, who are rising up. My own sons have gone way
beyond me, and I see many sons in the spirit who have gone
way beyond me already.

People do not recognise it yet because they are so
preoccupied with those who are on the platform, or who
already have profile. I pray that God would break that demonic
mindset and enable us to recognise that God is raising up those
in the congregation who, in anointing, have already gone
beyond those on the platform. It is already upon us, but I
believe God wants to explode it in church after church. I mean
that with all my heart. Passing the tests is a part of what is
required to see this matured and released in power and
effectiveness for Him.

I pray that God will help us to come out with an A grade.
May we come through triumphantly, and not to only scrape
through with a minimum grade. For those who are going
through times of injustice or obscurity and have been bypassed
year after year, I pray that God will put into your very will,
into the innermost parts of your being, something that says, “I
will go through.” May you have a fortitude that comes from

heaven, and not simply something that you can muster up in
your own strength. May you have a heavenly impartation.

For those who are going through discouraging times, I
pray that you would be encouraged. If what you are going
through is in God’s plan, He will help you to see your own
heart and to find the victory. I pray that God will energise you
to come through.

I pray too that God will help us all to see the tests as
positive. That He will not allow us to sidestep His plan with
us in these tests, but help us to see it is going to be worthwhile,
for the worthiness of God, and to go through these tests and
to pass them.
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Kingdom Cultures

All of us come from different cultures. People hear my
accent and immediately say, you are South African, and lump
me in a broad cultural group. In fact, I left South African over
twelve years ago and I now have an American and an
Australian culture somehow put into me as well. I am sure
you will find this all around the world. We call someone
Canadian as if all Canadians are exactly the same. When you
get to know the population of any country, however, you will
find that there are many cultures within that country and that
the people are very aware of these differences.

There is, however, a culture above all others; a culture
that all other cultures have to surrender to. This is the culture
of the Kingdom of God. I may have three cultures trying to
blend into one, but superseding all of that is the culture of the
Kingdom. The culture of the Kingdom does not really take
into consideration my culture, my South Africanism, my
Americanism or being an Australian. God says that all those
cultures must bow to the culture of the Kingdom. Sometimes
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I am talking predominantly as a South African who no
longer lives in South Africa. My culture has to bend, bow and,
where necessary, die if it is in conflict with the culture that I
come into. When we come together with all of our cultures
into the culture of the Kingdom, then everything that is in
conflict with that culture (the culture of the Kingdom) must
bend, bow or die. It has to give in. God will not put up with
our nonsense.

What should we do about this? First of all, we need to
look at the New Testament, how they practised things. There
is a New Testament pattern, which is rooted and grounded in
the Old Covenant, for how we are to live in the world. Central
to this is what is contained in the Great Commission that we
read of in Matthew 28 – to go and make disciples of all
nations.

This is actually a commission that was first given under
the Old Covenant. In Genesis 12:1-3 God promised to bless
Abraham, but the blessing that God promised Abraham was
for all nations. It is released through Abraham and his seed to
all nations. This is fulfilled as people from all nations become
disciples of Jesus.

Disciples are followers of the Master. He is the focus,
not the needs of people or nations. We so often turn the
message of the gospel into something that primarily meets
people’s needs. We present it as something that will give us a
good healthy self-image, or something that will break the
intimidation of our peer group. None of that is the gospel. It

The culture of the Kingdom of God.
supersedes all of our own cultures.

these other cultures have to be destroyed, or at least have
bits and pieces of them wiped out, because they are in such
conflict with the culture of the Kingdom of God.

In addition to ethnic cultures, we also have church
cultures that actually get in the way of the Kingdom. We need
to understand that. Some try to avoid having an incorrect
church culture by building a multicultural church, but even this
can often get in the way of a Kingdom culture. I am not in any
way fighting multiculturalism, I am simply saying that when we
come into the culture of the Kingdom of God, we cannot bring
all the stuff that is a part of our culture and put it on a par with
the Kingdom. We make room for them all and love them, but
we are not called to ‘absorb’ all cultures in an attempt to make
them feel at home. All cultures have things that are in conflict
with the Kingdom, and, regardless of what those are, they
must go.

Another point that needs to be made is that when you
come into another culture, you do not come and demand the
rights of your previous culture. That is not in the Bible. We
need to understand this and that has to be applied when it
comes to the issue of multiculturalism. Multiculturalism itself
can try to supersede the Kingdom of God culture. I believe
that ultimately all of this must be seen in the context of the
culture of the Kingdom of God. We need to understand that
there is a culture that supersedes all of our own cultures. We
have come into the Kingdom and we must not try to make
that subject to whatever culture we are coming out of.

Perhaps I have started losing some of you already but it
is the truth. If you want to know how to live life on this planet,
have a look at how God has put it in His Word. There is no
other way that can succeed. No matter how politically correct
we try to be, if it is in conflict with His Word, we will never
succeed. It is doomed and destined for failure before it begins.
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that has any authority at any level should preach – the
Kingdom. Whether we are preaching to 10,000 every Sunday
or to 10, we preach the Kingdom. When we are planting a
new church the same is true, we are called to preach the
Kingdom.

We have to be willing to get back to what the Bible says
and to stop focussing on methods and methodologies and
whatever else there is around the world that is put forward as
the way to do things. Many of these are in fact going about
things in an unbiblical way. The Word of God must have the
full and final say. What we find there is a focus on the King
and His Kingdom, and a commission for the Church to do the
work of the Kingdom, which is to make disciples of all nations.

We are looking at the restoration of David’s fallen
tabernacle and in this section we begin to look at the culture
of the Kingdom. As we go into the world, we cannot take our
culture with us. We have to take the culture of the Kingdom.
The only way to do this, to win the world and to make disciples
of all nations, is to plant New Testament churches wherever
we go. New Testament churches that embrace the culture of
the Kingdom.

Not only are trans-local teams to help with the planting
of New Testament churches in every village, every town, every
city, every country, every place that God calls us in the world
to work in, they must also go back and encourage those
believers. Each church must have the foundations of the
Kingdom built into it, and that includes teaching them the
culture of the Kingdom. As we work with God to see the
restoration of David’s fallen tabernacle we must develop the
following cultures:

• A culture of organic life.
• A culture of truth.

is not about how we can have a happy marriage or raise our
children. Neither is it about how we can prosper.

All of that is just a small part of the truth that makes up
this glorious gospel. Yes, we should have good self-images
and happy families and children who grow up to love the Lord.
Yes, we should prosper under God; whatever prosperity
means. But, in the context of our preaching, these must be a
small part of the whole; they are all subject to the King and
the Kingdom. Our preaching must focus on the King and the
Kingdom, and not on us, or our needs.

The gospel has been humanised and we often use
psychology to decide what must be done instead of the
revelation of the gifts of the Spirit. There is hardly a Bible
College anywhere on the planet that teaches us how to tap
into the power of God. They teach us psychology and
psychiatry and counselling techniques that are, by and large,
pure humanism. Why? It is because we no longer have the
King and the Kingdom in the right place.

We are not even to preach Church. Nowhere in the
Scriptures do we read that the disciples went out and preached
the Church and that signs followed. It is the Kingdom that
they preached. Both Jesus and John the Baptist started their
ministry by preaching that the Kingdom of heaven was at hand.
The disciples went out and preached this same Kingdom.

That is what we have got to get back to. That is what
every single home cell leader, deacon, and every one of us

Our preaching must focus on the
King and the Kingdom, and not
on us, or our needs.
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• A culture of caring, which the Church needs to redevelop
and rediscover.

• A culture of world evangelisation.
• A culture of witness, and there is a difference between

the two.
• A culture of church planting.
• A culture of team and team work.
• A culture of effectiveness. We need to be effective, not

just be doing things.
• A culture of leadership.
• A culture of freedom.

This is not an exhaustive list; these are only some of those
cultures that are part of the culture of the Kingdom of God.
Some of these (organic life, team and team work, freedom
and a culture of caring) have been covered in the previous
books in this series and so we will not be discussing them
here. The culture of leadership will be discussed in a
subsequent book.

Often, what we see in the Church today is so different
to what these cultures indicate. We need to see these restored.
We have already said that David’s fallen tabernacle is a
wineskin, a structure for the end-time, and not a formula that
tells us to take this step and then that step, with guaranteed
results. These cultures are found in the way David led, what
he set up, how he administrated. They are also found in the
pattern for the administration of the Kingdom that we find
throughout the Scripture. That is why we have to take these
seriously and what makes them relevant for us in the end times.
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A Culture Of World
Evangelisation

William Carey, who was called the father of modern
missions, believed that what the Church needed was restored
vision and a strategy. I believe that he was right. Every local
church needs to have a restored vision and a strategy for world
evangelisation. If we do not have this, then we have to regain
it. If we do have this in our culture, then we have to make
sure that we keep it and develop it. We can never let up on
that because it is an ongoing development; we never quite get
there, but we can always be improving.

Every local church needs to have
a restored vision and a strategy
for world evangelisation.
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when you are praying for God to give solutions for those who
are unreached, He gives us the solutions we need. When you
give, you get.

We need effective, regular, persevering prayer for all
nations. We do not want to be endlessly praying for the same
old stuff out of habit, prayer meeting after prayer meeting, but
we do need to learn to persevere in prayer - to pray until we
have broken through. Some of my experience, when I have
led churches, is that we often stop too soon. There were
occasions when we would all be praying in tongues around an
issue when somebody (not the leader) decided we had prayed
for that thing long enough to have a breakthrough and started
to clap. Then everyone started clapping and began to move
on to the next thing. That way of doing things is deadly. In
actual fact, I believe it is bordering on diabolical.

We cannot be led by someone who feels that we have
prayed for this long enough and thinks that if they can get
everyone clapping we can move onto the next thing. If you
are leading, then simply thank them for their clap and lead the
people back to praying for the same thing, until the
breakthrough does come. And if you do not get the
breakthrough, acknowledge that and call everyone back there
next week to pray again, until you do get the breakthrough.
This kind of prayer is essential if we are to develop a culture
of world evangelisation.

Prayer plays a major part in
developing this culture of
world evangelisation.

Patrick Johnstone said in 2001 that some 1000 or more
people groups had no known resident gospel witness. That
means there was no one living amongst them who was a gospel
witness. He went on to say that an estimated 15% to 20% of
the world’s population had yet to hear the gospel. This figure
represents approximately 1 billion people.

God wants to take the seed that is in our hearts and
touch these multitudes. We find that there are many people
wanting to go, but so many are going to the same place. God
wants us to break into other areas, some of the small nations
as well as some of the large Muslim nations. India will bypass
the population of China between 2004 and 2009. There is
birth control taking place in China, but not India and soon it
will be the most populous nation in the world.

There are other groups that we need to reach that are
not as large. On a trip to Mongolia a team member was able
to touch the Nomads, 12 or 14 of them. I am hoping, and he
is hoping, that very soon there will be a Nomad church. This
group and the many who have not been reached yet are the
reason we need a culture of world evangelisation.

Prayer plays a major part in developing this culture of
world evangelisation. With that in mind, calculate what
percentage of each one of your prayer meetings is spent
praying for the world out there, and what percentage of the
time is spent praying for your local church. That will tell you
where your prayer focus is.

We cannot develop a culture of world evangelisation if
two thirds is local and one third is focused on the world. It
should be the reverse. Most of the time we should be praying
for something outside of our local church. When we have
serious issues in the church we can bring the people together
to pray into that area, declare the victory of the cross, and
then get back to praying for the world out there. Actually,
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in the right place and not allow distractions to shift that. World
evangelisation is a top priority in the Kingdom and so it has to
be the same for us in our prayer times.

One of the plans we (New Covenant Ministries
International) want to implement with regards to world
evangelism, is for one of the team members and his wife to
take a tent and travel across the Asian/Pacific Rim. They will
go throughout Australasia; Australia, New Zealand, the Cook
Islands, and other islands like the Solomon Islands, etc. and
on into Asia. We eventually want to buy four or five tents that
seat between 100 and 500 people. The strategy is to go into
an area and put a tent up where they are allowed to, to
advertise signs, wonders and miracles and tell people to bring
the sick. There, in the context of world evangelism, we believe
that we will see people healed and people saved.

What we will do then is leave the tent there and that will
be their church building until they can afford to rent one or
buy one. Whether that takes six months or two years, they
will have a place to meet. They know where they were saved,
they know where the place is and they feel comfortable there.
When they have their own building we will take that tent down
and move it do the same thing again.

So what am I saying? There are opportunities like this
(which are not independent but are in the right relationship to
the local church and trans-local team) that many can participate
in. Every pastor and every leader should be bringing these

World evangelisation is a top priority
in the Kingdom and so it has to be the
same for us in our prayer times.

Without prayer we simply will not get the breakthrough,
but our prayer must be focused on God’s power and not on
the problems or the demons. We often need to wage war in
the place of prayer, but we should do so from an understanding
of the authority and power of God. We must avoid an
exaggeration of the work of the enemy, as real as that is.

Please try to stop people from binding demons that do
not exist. Year ago I was in a meeting when the devil was
bound eternally and cast into hell. I do not know who has
been on the loose for the last 20 years, but I was there when,
according to what was prayed, the devil was bound. At that
meeting a man jumped on the chair and said, “I bind you, satan.
You will never touch another child of God ever again. This is
the finish. That was the last one. Your last one was the last
one you will ever touch. Now I cast you into hell, you are
bound in hell, you will stay in hell until Jesus comes back and
you have no authority to get out of there because I am telling
you to stay there.” And the whole place erupted in applause.

I had to get on the chair as well in order to be heard to
say, “Wait a minute, that was nonsense. It is not even
scriptural.” I said it more graciously than that, but, being in
leadership there, I had to let the people know that was way
off line. Keep the prayer focused on God’s power. He is able;
He is more than able. With men these things are impossible
but with God nothing is impossible. All things are possible.
That is our focus in prayer.

I am not saying you are not allowed, on occasions, to
bind some demon, but make sure it is actually around. This is
my opinion: I am not as clever as a demon, but if I was a lying
spirit and you asked me what my name was, I would not tell
the truth. I think that often the demons are running riot while
we are talking to something that does not exist. Whatever we
do though, we need to keep the focus of our prayer meetings
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opportunities to the attention of the people. Let the people
know what is happening because there may be someone there
who is willing and able to give the next one to five years of
their life (or whatever it may be), to contribute to the
administration required to facilitate strategies for going into
towns, cities or villages, putting the tent up, advertising, and
making sure that everything is run well.

Some time back Hennie Keyter (another team member)
brought us a few thousand Rand that had come from the
churches relating to New Covenant Ministries International in
Malawi. They had collected it and told him to bring it to the
team. Malawi is a very, very poor nation, but they have a heart
to participate. I said to Hennie that what I thought it would be
good to do with that money was for that to be a first fruit, the
first down payment on a tent for us to use.

From a poor country, a few thousand Rand was been
sown into the nations. In this way the church in Malawi has
reached out to express a culture of world evangelisation.
Many are too poor to go themselves, but world evangelisation
is in their hearts and they have found a way to give expression
to it that is correctly related to both the local church and the
trans-local context.

There is so much we can be doing in this regard, so many
opportunities to be involved in world evangelisation. We should
continually bring these things to the people, encourage them
to get involved, and ensure that we are continually developing
a culture of world evangelisation and of church planting.
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A Culture Of Witness

A culture of witness is not the same thing as a culture of
world evangelisation, even though they are necessarily related.
In order for us to develop a culture of witness three things
must happen. Firstly we must move aggressively from only
having personal evangelism to the point where we have ‘whole
church evangelism.’ That does not mean we do not witness
personally, but it witnessing is not something that should be
left to a few persons to do. God has a desire that the whole
church (every member) is involved in witness and evangelism.

Not everyone will be involved in the same way, but we
should all have a heart for that and a willingness to contribute
in whatever way we can. Everything that church does at
every level, every day, should have evangelisation,
church planting, and witnessing in mind. We need to have
a strategy of witness that the whole church participates in.
There is something that every member can do when it come to
witnessing.
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So, to repeat the first thing we have to do in order to
develop a culture of witness, we have to move aggressively
from personal evangelism to whole church evangelism. This
means that everyone is involved in this activity in one way or
another.

Secondly, we must rediscover and develop the skill of
effectively sharing the gospel. On my last visit to South Africa
it was interesting to see the different cultures that there are
and to hear the different languages. You do not hear as much
English as you used to, even amongst the Caucasians. You
hear Portuguese, and all sorts of languages from all over the
world. Even in the black culture you hear languages that are
not Southern African.

We need to be able to touch every one of those people
with the love of God when we get the opportunity. So we
have to speak to those who are Chinese-speaking in our
congregation, those who are Russian-speaking, whatever
language people can speak, and encourage them to make
themselves available. Then, if I meet a person who cannot
speak English but only one of the Russian dialects, we can
arrange for them to have a cup of coffee with someone who
can speak Russian.

I heard that in one particular church, a whole group of
people were learning how to speak a certain language with
the express purpose and hope that God will thrust them into
that nation. They are meeting regularly and have apparently
been doing so for quite a number of years now. This reflects a
culture of witness where everyone is involved.

We must rediscover and develop the
skill of effectively sharing the gospel.

Releasing every member to be involved has an
implication, and this is a very difficult thing for pastors, that
we move away from measuring the effectiveness of a church
by the number of people in it. When you begin to develop this
kind of a culture that I am talking about, then many of the
people who could make you look very successful are going to
be moving out all the time, some of them to other nations. If
numbers are an obsession, however, we will not release them
and we will never truly develop a culture of witness, no matter
what we preach from the pulpit.

People have often asked me, what would have happened
if I had stayed in the church I led in South Africa and did not
move around. I do not know. Perhaps we could have had a
church of 10,000, or maybe even 20,000, maybe not. I do
not know about that, but I do know that I thank God that I
did not settle for that. What we have now is worth far more
than that. There are over ten thousand churches relating to
New Covenant Ministries International, many of them with
thousands of people in them. So, which is better?

I do not want to limit God, but imagine if I had chosen
to build a mega church that would give me profile. What would
have happened if I had set as my vision a desire to appear to
have the biggest church in South Africa? Can you imagine
where New Covenant Ministries International would be today?
I know where I would be; I would have a broken heart. All
the energy that it took to build that would have been inwardly
focused and we would never have developed a culture of
witness.

We need to have a strategy of witness
that the whole church participates in.



A CULTURE OF WITNESS / 109108 / A CULTURE OF WITNESS

touches their conscience and illuminates their minds.
This would include praise. Every one of us can praise

God. If somebody asks us something about our lives we can
often give a quick testimony of praise - without becoming
religious and a pain in the neck. We can tell them about what
God did for us – His healing or His provision. A testimony of
what God is doing in our life often softens people’s hearts
and prepares them for the gospel.

Secondly, we need compassionate ministry. Everyone
within the life of the church should let every person everywhere
know that they are precious, that they are valuable as we show
them love. This is very important when dealing with people
from different cultures to our own. When somebody comes
along who smells bad to us because they are from a different
culture, we must not reject them. We have to realise that we
smell bad to some other cultures and they smell bad to us.
Even so, we should still show them God’s love. If we cannot
do that when it is something simple like body odour, what will
we do when someone comes in who is a prostitute, or a pimp,
or who has festering sores? We must show compassion to
everyone.

We do not condone the sin but we love the people. The
same applies to those who believe in abortion or are
homosexual. We do not put up banners that read, “God hates
faggots!” as they do in the United States of America. We do
not bomb abortion clinics. We have to let those people know
that they are precious and valuable and are much loved. Every
one of us should let them know that.

Thirdly, our witness has to include human dignity. This
applies to everyone but I want to speak especially to the lead
elders. This is something that starts with our relationships
within the eldership team. If you want to develop a culture of
dignity in the life of your church then, as the lead elder, start

Our evangelism at home must include training our people
to reach our neighbourhoods with their distinct cultures. We
need pastors and people from those different cultures who
can help to train and equip the people, and give them a little
bit of an understanding of those different cultures.

As we share the gospel, we need to develop the skill of
effective proclamation. We should be able to do that in a small
package, in a small portion of time. During the first Bible
College I attended in Cape Town, South Africa, we used to
go out to witness every Tuesday afternoon. My particular area
was Claremont Station. As people came off the train in their
hordes, we would be standing there and we would give them
the gospel. We did it in a small package so that they could
listen for one minute and get saved. Not three points with
introductions and illustrations and a wonderful conclusion; we
only had one minute. The wonderful thing was that they would
get saved. Every Tuesday we would see people being saved.
Pastors and leaders, please equip your people for that kind
of witness.

The first thing that we need to do in order to develop
the skill of effective proclamation is to equip the people so
that they know how to share the gospel in a minute or two.
We do need people who are evangelists and who can preach
the gospel, but we all need to be able to touch people with
the gospel. We should all be able to address people personally,
proclaiming the written and spoken word, to the point that it

As we share the gospel, we need to
develop the skill of effective
proclamation.
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also include exposure to evangelistic preaching and the
endorsement of the office of the evangelist. At a Leadership
Training Time in South Africa I asked a man to come and take
a whole morning with us because he had a proven evangelist
gifting. He came from a different stream and worked in a
different model, but that was not the issue. We wanted to have
an impartation that would build something into the culture of
witness that we are to have as God’s people. This is a high
priority and we simply have to make every effort to develop
this culture .

speaking to your elders with dignity. Do not make them your
slaves, do not make them go and pick this up and run for that
and bring you a glass of water, etc. Treat them with respect
and let people know that there is dignity in your relationship.

There is an obligation that rests on all leaders to show
the people they lead the way to treat others with dignity. When
a poor man comes into the meeting and we know that this is a
person whose tithe will never be large, we still walk up and
call him sir, tell him that it is great to have him there and thank
him for coming.

A while back I felt God impress on me to call Gogo
Gretzen (a team member from Africa) out at a meeting and
ask him to lay hands on me, not for healing, but for the
impartation of what he has. I was so excited by this. He is
ninety-five years old or more. He has been instrumental in
planting thousands of churches and is a statesman in the
Kingdom. You cannot walk into that man’s presence without
knowing you are with someone who is beyond and above what
you are used to.

God told me to ask him to pray for that anointing that he
has to come upon me. I did that and then felt God tell me to
let the others be prayed for as well; some of these men from
Malawi, Kenya, Congo, and other parts of Africa and the
world. I saw the team members crowding to be touched and
to be prayed for.

When the meeting was over, I suddenly realised what
God had done. There was a whole reversal of roles in terms
of what people think should happen. Generally First World
nations come and do and the Third World receives. Suddenly
it was the Third World giving and it was something that the
First World needed. There is dignity involved in that.

Then, of course, our witness would not only include
praise, compassionate ministry and human dignity, but it would
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We talk much about home cells, but by and large home
cells are really only going through the message that the
preacher preached on the Sunday before; breaking it down
and helping people to apply it personally into their lives,
perhaps adding a little extra teaching. The home cell leader
has a chance to preach, and so they preach to Christians about
Christian things.

I felt the Lord say that what we actually need is
evangelistic flashpoints. Evangelistic flashpoints where we find
people who do not know Jesus and we bring them into our
homes and love them and share the gospel with them. There
are many more who can do this than what we think.

Even some who would never fully qualify as deacons, or
who are still a little way away from being released into this
office, can do this. Those who are leading need to take this
challenge to their churches. Appeal to everyone, no matter
what state they are in, even if they have backslidden, or are
the most divisive person in the church. Appeal to them to
commit themselves to turning around and beginning to
participate in this. This is what we need in order to develop a
culture of church planting. Home cells can and should be a
part of our thrust to plant churches.

Could I put this challenge before you if you have been
someone who has given the elders heartache, if you have been
divisive, or are always criticising, gossiping or spreading
slander: make a decision to turn around and develop a culture
of witness. Commit to developing a heart for church planting
and go and find people who are not yet in the Kingdom, but
who can be the beginning of a new church.

Perhaps you are not a bad person, but you have sat on
the outskirts doing nothing. Now is the time to rise up and get
involved. Go to the elders of your church and ask them to
give you a couple of months for them to be able to see that

14

A Culture Of Church
Planting

God gave me a vision when I first went to Adelaide,
Australia. I was standing on a platform in the church building
and it was as if the lights went out. I could not see anything in
the building. There was only a black hole, a black pit. This
was not something I was feeling inside me; it was a vision,
and I have not had many like this.

I looked at this big, black hole and thought, “What on
earth is this about?” I sensed God saying that He wanted to
teach me something. After a while I saw a little light go on,
and then another little light, and another. As I listened, God
spoke into my spirit and said, “That is the city of Adelaide. It
is in darkness, but if you will plant a home cell in every suburb
of this city, each one will be like a little light going on in the
suburbs.” When I looked again at that black pit it was ablaze.
You could not see darkness anymore, only the brilliance of
the light of God.
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converts. If you want to plant a church then begin this way.
Speak to your pastors about this. Ask them to be honest with
you and tell you if they think you can do this. If so, then go for
it. Ask them to give you a couple of months and then come
and tell them when you are ready.

Reach out in whatever way you are able to. As long as
what you do is not outside the vision of the local church, and
is not independent from the local church, you can contribute.
Let your pastors know what you are doing. You may be a
woman who has many friends who are not formally employed.
You can meet with them and begin to share God’s love with
them. Meet whenever it is not in conflict with the meetings of
the church. All of our outreach can create momentum for
church planting.

We want to develop a culture that is continually thinking
of planting churches with new converts and so we need to
work at releasing all of our people into this. Home cells are
not the only means to plant churches, but it is one that can
serve to involve all the people in a culture of church planting.
We need to bring all of what we do as a church in line with
this and make sure that we are not inward looking.

We want to develop a culture that is
continually thinking of planting
churches with new converts and
so we need to work at releasing
all of our people into this.

you mean business with God. Determine that you are no longer
going to sit as part of the furniture, that you are going to do
something. Try to try to find one or two people that you can
lead to Jesus and bring them into your home and then use that
as a base to bring in others that are unsaved.”

If your church has 1000 in attendance and every person,
husband and wife, were to do that and you won one person to
Christ in a year, then in the first year you grow from 1000 to
2000 people, without the church going out on the streets, and
without altar calls when you are preaching on a Sunday. The
church of 20 has 40 after the first year when all of us are
living this culture of the Kingdom. Win two and a church of
1000 has 3000 people after a year. Out of that kind of
momentum we can plant many new churches.

This is not something that is only relevant for those who
are pastors and want to plant a church. Every person in every
church should be wiling to give it a go. No matter where you
are living you can do this. There may be many who at this
point in time cannot plant a church. Well, you can still plant a
home cell that begins to do what God wants it to do and that
home cell could even become a church one day. Whatever we
do, let us make sure that we do not become a navel-gazing
group of people. Let us rather have a heart to win people to
Jesus Christ, even if we only win one a week or one a month,
and then draw them into home cells that can grow to be a
church plant.

Something that we need to realise is that it does not even
have to be the person who starts the cell who eventually plants
the church. God can use someone to start the work up and
someone else to lead it from there. The point is that we have
to turn home cell meetings away from navel-gazing. We need
to be looking outward to those who need to come into the
Kingdom, because we are to plant churches with the new
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Section Four

A Culture Of Truth
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The Church And Truth

We live in a time when lies and deceit are everywhere.
We do not know who to trust anymore. Every government on
the planet seems to have immoral people who are corrupt and
are stealing and pilfering funds. If we are going to have a
wineskin that is sufficient for the end-time, and if we are going
to win people to Jesus Christ, then they are going to have to
see something that is an alternative to that. It has to be
something that embraces a culture of truth. To me the Church
is the only entity that can be that.

1 Timothy 3:15 tells us that the Church is the pillar and
foundation of truth. We all know that foundations and pillars
are vital parts in the construction of a building. Everything that
is built ultimately rests on the foundation and the pillars hold
the building up. God has established the Church as the
foundation and pillar of truth in the world.

For that reason it is vital that we be, become and develop
a culture of truth. That must affect everything that we are and
everything that we do. For instance, my word should be enough
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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love
comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God because God
is love.

One conclusion that we draw from this passage is that
we cannot say that we know God if we live a lifestyle that is
not grounded in truth. We cannot be deceitful in any way when
we live in a real culture of truth. People who live out a culture
of truth are people whose lives have been radically changed;
they do not continue in their old ways. Yet we find that so
many people can come to our churches Sunday by Sunday
and keep on living the same way as before. They never change,
they keep on lying, they never love people and they criticise
others, and they still believe they are going to heaven.

I believe that almost every person who claims to be a
backslider was never born again in the first place. For years I
have offended people and have often been challenged because
of this. I believe that they were deceived into believing that if
you pray a simple prayer, put up your hand or something
similar, then that is enough. The truth is that it is not. There
was a culture of deception present rather than a culture of
truth.

If my life does not change instantly when I am saved
then I have been deceived. We will look at the new birth in

We cannot say that we know God
if we live a lifestyle that is not
grounded in truth.

for you to know that I mean what I say and that what I say is
true. I should not have to say, “I promise…” in order to
convince you that I am indeed telling the truth. When someone
has to preface what they say with, “I promise you that what I
say is true,” we are encouraged to make a mental note that
unless they promise, then what they say is perhaps not the
truth.

Having a culture of truth goes even deeper than this; it
cuts to the heart of who we are. Consider the following
passage from 1 John 4:1-8, – a passage that helps to
understand what a culture of truth is.

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit but
test the spirits to see whether they are from
God because many false prophets have gone
out into the world. This is how you can
recognise the Spirit of God. Every spirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is from God, but every spirit that does
not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This
is the spirit of the anti-Christ, which you have
heard is coming and is even now already in
the world.
You, dear children, are from God because
you’ve overcome them, because the One Who
is in you is greater than the one that is in the
world. They are from the world and, therefore,
they speak from a viewpoint of the world, and
the world listens to them. We are from God
and whoever knows God listens to us, but
whoever is not from God does not listen to us.
This is how we recognise the Spirit of Truth
and the spirit of falsehood.
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would be living in ‘sloppy agape’ and ‘greasy grace,’ like so
many people in churches where there is no culture of truth are
living.

A culture of truth will have a life changing effect on every
individual it touches. Some may be offended and others will
embrace it, but no one can remain untouched by it. Let us
look now at some of the elements that will be present when
there is a culture of truth.

A culture of truth will have a life
changing effect on every
individual it touches.

more detail a little later, but the point I want to make here is
that there is an immediate change that takes place when a
person is born again. It is instant! If I am able to carry on
lying, stealing, sleeping around and so on, and I can still come
to church every Sunday, then I do not live in a culture of truth.
When there is a culture of truth in the church then we will run
– either to God or away from God, but we cannot remain
unchanged and so continue to be deceived or to deceive
people.

I cannot mention some of the sins that I had in my life
before I was saved, but they were horrendous. I knew people
who were dead because of my life. They had killed themselves
because they had come out with me and had taken drugs, got
drunk, got into gang fights, and some were stabbed to death
or died of an overdose. These were people who, when they
met me, had never touched drugs or liquor. I walked into
church with that in my history.

I was an alcoholic. I had broken my parents’ hearts for
many, many years. I had stolen, been involved in gang fights,
and a whole lot more. Then one night I was saved. I had
walked into a church building on a Sunday night in February
1968, in Boksburg, South Africa. That night I gave my life to
Jesus and that night I walked out absolutely clean! Forgiven,
as if it had never happened! That is the extent of His grace!

I could not have walked in grace that teaches me to say
no to ungodliness had I not known that I was really lost. I

If my life does not change instantly
when I am saved then I have
been deceived.
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It is a solemn thing and no small scandal in the
Kingdom to see God’s children starving while actually
seated at the Father’s table. The truth of Wesley’s
words is established before our eyes:

‘Orthodoxy or right opinion is, at best, a
very slender part of religion. Though right
tempers cannot subsist without right opinions,
yet right opinions may subsist without right
tempers. There may be a right opinion of God
without either love or one right temper towards
Him. Satan is a proof of this.’

Thanks to our splendid Bible Societies and to
other effective agencies for the dissemination of the
Word, there are today many millions of people who
hold right opinions, probably more than ever before in
the history of the Church. Yet, I wonder if there was
ever a time when true spiritual worship was at a lower
ebb.

To great sections of the Church the art of worship
has been lost entirely and in its place has come that
strange and foreign thing called “The Programme”. This
word has been borrowed from the stage and applied
with sad wisdom to the type of public service which
now passes for worship among us.

Sound Bible exposition is an imperative and it is
an imperative must in the Church of the Living God.
Without it no church can be a New Testament church
in any strict meaning of that term, but exposition may
be carried on in such a way as to leave the hearers
devoid of any true spiritual nourishment whatever, for
it is not mere words that nourish the soul, but God
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Presence Filled, Correct
Dictrine

In his book, “The Pursuit of God”, A W Tozer wrote the
following:

“There is today no lack of Bible teachers to set
forth correctly the principles of the doctrine of Christ
but too many of these seem satisfied to teach the
fundamentals of the faith year after year, strangely
unaware that there is, in their ministry, no manifest
presence, nor anything unusual in their personal lives.
They minister constantly to believers who feel, within
their breasts, a longing, which their teaching simply
does not satisfy. I trust I speak in charity but the lack
in our pulpits is real. Milton’s terrible sentence applies
to our day as accurately as it did to his:

‘The hungry sheep look up and are not fed.’



PRESENCE FILLED, CORRECT DOCTRINE / 127126 / PRESENCE FILLED, CORRECT DOCTRINE

the revelation that God had given to him. For us today the
whole counsel of God is found in the Bible - from Genesis
Chapter 1 to the last chapter of the book of Revelation.

It includes heaven and hell; it includes repentance and
grace; it includes self-denial; it includes tithing; it includes
witnessing; it includes receiving blessing after blessing, mercies
new every morning. It includes all the benefits as well as all
the obligations. It includes the requirement that you and I stop
deceiving one another. We cannot leave anything out and we
must live out everything in the Word in the power of the Spirit.
Spirit-filled, correct doctrine is an essential element for
building a culture of truth.

In order to develop a culture of truth
is we need to make sure that all of
the people of God are grounded in
the full expanse of the truth
of God’s Word.

Himself. And until the hearers find God in personal
experience, they are not the better for having heard
the truth.

The Bible is not an end in itself but a means to
bring men to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of
God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight
in His Presence, may taste and know the inner
sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and
centre of their hearts.”

In order to develop a culture of truth is we need to make
sure that all of the people of God are grounded in the truth of
God’s Word; the full expanse of the truth of God’s Word. We
need to have Spirit-filled, correct doctrine.

In 2 Peter 1:3 we read that “His divine power has
given us everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of Him who called us by his own glory and
goodness.” We have the Word of God, the Bible, and that
Word says that through Christ we have been given everything
we need to live godly lives; it has been made available to us.
When we talk about the kind of life God calls us to we often
hear people say that they cannot do it. Well, the Bible says
we can.

What is lacking is not the power to live that way but the
truth of the Word in our hearts. Often all we have is a watered
down version of the Bible. Where there is no Spirit-filled,
presence-filled doctrine being taught we will always live
shallow, weak, flimsy and wishy-washy lives. There will be
no culture of truth.

In Acts 20:27 (KJV) Paul says that he preached “the
WHOLE counsel of God.” He taught all that He had received
and understood of the truth of God’s Word, from Genesis to
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As we said in chapter 4, the apostles who should have
gone before anyone else did. They did not go, however, but
stayed while the other believers left. That is what we read in
this passage, “... all except the apostles were scattered
throughout Judea and Samaria.” When we go down to the
fourth verse we read what it was that “those who had been
scattered” did. As it turns out, they were not ‘ordinary
believers’ as we would understand it today.

They were not those who had been preaching before,
they were not the leaders, they were not the orators, they
were not the theologians, but still we read that they “preached
the Word wherever they went.” In other words, it was the
people who had been ‘sitting in the pew’ who did this. How
were they able to do this? It was because they did not merely
sit in meetings and make notes and then go home and forget
about what was taught. As they sat and heard the Word
preached, they were making adjustments, they were making a
commitment to God to live in all of what was taught. When
they were scattered they simply preached the truth that they
were already living out.

I have often told the story of when I was saved in a
Presbyterian church and I found myself so eager to get the

As the early believers sat and heard the
Word preached, they were making
adjustments, they were making a
commitment to God to live in all
of what was taught.
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Proclaiming The Truth Of
God’s Word

The next thing we need in order to develop a culture of
truth is to ensure that every ordinary believer can expound,
explain, preach, and communicate the Word of God. Every
single believer should be able to do this. No one who believes
that they only need to come on Sundays and hope that the
preacher comes up with something good for them is living in a
culture of truth.

We looked at Acts 8:1-4 earlier on in this book. Most
people only speak about what happened when Phillip went
down into Samaria: signs and wonders took place, demons
came out with shrieks, people were healed and the whole town
turned to Jesus. It is a wonderful chapter. There is, however,
something else that happened there that is easy to overlook.
We read the following in verse: “And Saul was there giving
approval to Stephen’s death and on that day a great
persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem and
all except the apostles were scattered.”
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week later. In the end, he was subscribing for me to get all of
Martin Lloyd-Jones’ sermons. He had them sent to my home
and I devoured them. Martin Lloyd-Jones was one of the
greatest preachers that has ever lived, and I devoured the his
sermons.

I got on my knees. I did not only read these things, I
was on my knees, crying out to God to help me live in the
truths of His Word. We have to stop taking notes unless we
are going to get on our knees and ask God to help us live in
His truth and also to be able to preach it. Given any opportunity
anywhere, or if you were ‘scattered’ like the early believers
were, could you preach what you have heard?

That is the kind of church that we need to be in. That is
the kind of church that begins to develop a culture of truth. If
you are a preacher, a pastors, or a home cell leader, do not
let people get away with anything less. Tell them that they need
to be able to preach what you are teaching them - by tomorrow
- if the opportunity were to arise. Many of us do not even
know how to lead a person to Christ, never mind preach a
sermon and tell them why we believe what we believe. This
has to change as we learn to live in a culture of truth.

Word of God into my life. My wife, Ann, and I sat in the front
row. If we could not get in the front row because someone
else had got there before us, we were in the second row. We
wanted to be in the ‘spray zone.’ We were not going to sit at
the back where there were so many distractions.

I did not understand much of what was going on, or why
the preacher wore robes and why I had to wear a suit, but I
was trying to get my whole life right. I would sit there and
listen to the preacher thinking, “Wow, this is a man of God!”
He was a real soul winner. When he got after you, you were
in trouble. I had told Ann to let him know that if he came near
me I was going to thump him. Thank God I was saved only a
few weeks after that, before I was put to the test.

He would get up and preach and I would not really know
what he was talking about, but I would catch a bit here and a
bit there. The little bit I did catch I wanted to live in. I wanted
it to be true of my life. So, when he came down from the
pulpit I would stop him and ask him for his notes. I knew I
had not caught what this man had said. I did not understand
all of it, but I wanted to. He was already old and no one had
ever asked him for his notes.

He eventually overcame his shock and gave me his notes.
The Sunday night it was the same thing. As he walked past I
stopped him and asked him for his notes. The next Sunday I
asked him again and by the next Sunday he had a copy for me
when he came down. That is how it was until we left the church.
Sunday morning, Sunday night, I got his notes. What did I
do? I went home, got on my knees and said, “God, help me. I
want to be able to expound this, I want to understand this, I
want to live through this, and I want to live in this. I do not
want to simply know this, I want to live it.”

I went from being an alcoholic one day, to being
converted the next, and asking the preacher for his notes one
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but Jesus did not even come from that tribe. He came from
the tribe of Judah and He did dress like that. If He had, then
there would have been no need for Judas Iscariot to kiss Him
to betray Him. Judas could simply have told the Roman soldiers
to look for the one who was dressed like a cleric, in all the
religious garments. Instead he had to identify Jesus with a kiss.
Why? It was because Jesus was dressed like everyone else.
That is not the only reason, but it is a major part of it.

There are also many religious traditions in the area of
worship that need to be put aside. For instance, reverence
for God and ‘quite’ worship are not the same thing. When we
are extravagant in our expression of worship and we dance
and jump, many Christians think we are foolish! Many actually
yearn for that liberty, but they are so steeped in a culture of
untruth that they think we are being irreverent. Well, when
Jesus comes back we will see even more of that kind of
‘irreverence,’ if that is what it is. When we look upon Him,
we are going to be even more extravagant.

We have to stand against all religious tradition. When
we put on a special tone when we talk to God or praise Him
it is a misrepresentation of who Jesus is, and of God the Father.
He does not come sneaking up on me when I am having a
devotional time with an exaggerated tone in His voice. He
simply speaks to me. Why then do we feel the need to speak
to Him that way? It is because of our religious traditions.

As God’s Word breaks into our lives the light of that
Word will challenge many things we have accepted in the past.
Many of the things we do are in fact rooted in untruth rather
than truth, but because they are religious traditions we think
that they are correct, but there is no place for these in a culture
of truth.
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Integrity
Integrity and truth always go together. I want to briefly

mention two aspects of that in this chapter.

Live In The Light
If we are going to develop a culture of truth, then we

have to live in all the light of all the truth we have. When we
have a culture of truth, we will speak the truth and we will
deal radically with all untruth in our lives, including our
‘religious’ practices.

For the most part, we will face opposition when we stand
against religious traditions. Take for instance the whole issue
of dress codes. I used to wear a ‘dog collar ’ in my
denominational days, but even then I refused to wear a robe.
I was on the ordination panel and committee and even then I
would not wear a robe.

They said I was a rebel, but that was not why I refused.
I would ask them to show me in the Word of God that I had
to wear robes. It is true that the Levite priests wore robes,
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We Keep Our Counsel

There are so many people who have been betrayed and
damaged as a result of gossip, slander and lies. They should
not have been, they should have been bigger than the betrayal,
but the fact remains that they have been hurt because someone
did not keep their counsel. When someone sits across the table
from me and pours out their heart and tells me what they have
done, there may be something I have to do with that
information, but it will never be to betray them. It costs people
dearly to reveal their heart and we have to respect that.

I sat with somebody a while ago who began to tell me
things about other people. I sat there thinking, “God, I do not
know what to do with this.” I tried to get them to stop, but
they would not listen to me and kept going. If I had got up
from the table everyone would have known something was
wrong and so I had to sit and listen. Now I have to live with
all these things I did not want to know about those people. It
is not going to change my life, but it will make it a little harder
when I see those people again.

There are times when we as leaders we have to talk
about what we know because they are issues that have to be
taken further. We cannot let people get away with things, but
much of what we repeat is unnecessary. We are often
motivated by a desire that others know we are in the know.
Instead, we need to be able to keep our confidences, to keep
our counsel.

Being trustworthy with information that is shared with
us is something that we cannot afford to neglect. If we are
going to develop a culture of truth then we have to know how
to be trustworthy with information that is shared with us, and
tolerate no gossip, no slander and no lies.
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Signs Of The New Birth

Another aspect of developing a culture of truth is that
we are truthful with the people as to what it really means to
be born again. If we are not truthful, we are in danger of
deceiving people into believing they are saved when they are
not. Here are some of the characteristics that should be evident
when a person is really born again.

In a person who is born again the following should be
evident:

• Devoted to truth – Acts 2:38-47.
• Devoted to fellowship - Acts 2:38-47.
• Devoted to the breaking of bread - Acts 2:38-47.
• Devoted to prayer - Acts 2:38-47.
• Old things have passed away, all things have become

new – 2 Corinthians 5:17.
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• They overcome the world - 1 John 5:4, 5.
• They have the Son - 1 John 5:12.
• They have the Spirit who dwells in us – 1 John 4:13. It

is His Spirit who makes us feel uncomfortable if we are
even moving towards sin. There is a still, small voice
within us that says, “This is the way, walk in it,” and that
same voice says, “This is not the way, do not walk in
it.” You do not find yourself just slipping unawares into
sin. You have to make definite choices, because as you
move towards sin, the Spirit of God makes you
uncomfortable.
It is not easy to simply get into a bed with a person you
are not married to. If you are born again you have to
make a decision against God in order to do that. You
have to fight the truth and deliberately move towards
deception because everything inside of you tells you that
it is wrong. You have to make a decision to subdue that
voice and refuse to listen to it.

Here is another way to look at these characteristics:

• New life – 1 John 1:1-4.
• New liberty – 1 John 2:1; 3:6-10.
• New Light – 1 John 1:5-10.
• New love:

- Hates the world – 1John 2:15-17.
- No fear – 1 John 4:18.
- Obedience – 1 John 2:5.

• New longings – 1 John 2:3.

• They do what is right. We see that in 1 John 2:29 and 1
John 3:7-10.

• They stop habitual sinning – 1 John 3:9. In other words,
sin is no longer a lifestyle. The Bible tells me that when
I am saved I am finished with sin as a regular part of my
life. By implication, if I still sin in word, thought and deed
every day, I cannot be born again.
I do not mean to say that we will live perfect lives, but
we will not sin regularly and we will not hold on to
habitual sins. 1 John 2:1, 2 says, “And if any man does
sin we have an Advocate with the Father.” It says ‘if
we sin’ and not  ‘when we sin,’ indicating that sin is the
exception rather than the norm for those who are born
again. 1 John 3:6-10 and 1 John 5:18 are also helpful in
understanding this.

• They love others - 1 John 3:14-20; 4:7-12; 19-21. If
we are born again then God, Who is love, dwells inside
of us and He enables us to love even the unlovely.

• They obey God. Obedience is a sign of the new birth -
1 John 3:23-25; 5:2.

• They believe that Jesus is the Christ, the only Christ, the
only Messiah, the only way of salvation – 1 John 5:1. In
many churches around the world there are people who
do not really believe this who are sitting in the church
Sunday by Sunday. They are in fact more ‘new age’ than
born again. According to the gospel, they are not really
born again, even though they are in the church Sunday
by Sunday. The only reason they can be there and not
be convicted is if we do not preach truth about salvation
and if we do not have a culture of truth.
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• New loyalty – 1 John 2:29
• New lawyer (defence) – 1 John 2:1-2.
• New Lord – 1 John 4:2-4; 5:1-3.
• New Leader – 1 John 2:20-27.

We can see from all of this that when we are born again
it is a radical life-changing event. The change itself is evidence
that we are born again. We need to preach this as a part of
the gospel because what we are saved into is more important
than what we are saved out of. Too often we preach a gospel
that is less than that.

As we develop a culture of truth we will deal with
anything that waters down the gospel and what it really means
to be born again.
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Section Five

A Culture Of
Effectiveness
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Effective Kingdom Living

Everything about the Kingdom of God is effective.
There is no ineffectiveness in the Kingdom of God and anything
that is ineffective in the Church is not the Kingdom. Anything
that is ineffective in my life is not the Kingdom, because
everything about the Kingdom of God culture is effective.

God is not a God of chaos, disorder or ineffectiveness.
He does not do things because He has nothing else to do. He
has purpose and the purposes of God are effective; they will
be accomplished, whether we co-operate or not. God will
always look for a people who will co-operate and, as much
as He still loves those who will not, He simply goes around
them and gets on with the job.

When we look at creation we can see that He is an
effective God. He spoke the Word and everything about that
creation is effective; everything, even what mankind or
humanity is destroying. God set so much in motion that is still
effective today. He is still clearing up all the mess that is around
us, water pollution, air pollution, the mess that men and women
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faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and
who also told us of your love in the Spirit. For
this reason, since the day we heard about you,
we have not stopped praying for you and ask-
ing God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing. And we pray this in order that you
may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please him in every way: bearing fruit in ev-
ery good work, growing in the knowledge of
God, being strengthened with all power accord-
ing to his glorious might so that you may have
great endurance and patience, and joyfully
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in
the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins.

Paul, in writing to the Colossians, says that all over the
world this gospel was bearing fruit and, as he goes on to
describe that, he once again endorses the fact that the gospel
of the Kingdom of God is effective. I believe that Christians
have to become saturated with this fact. Unless we do, we
will go on doing things that are ineffective and that we think
are the gospel, as much of the Church is doing.

I do not believe there are as many hypocrites in the
Church as what many people think there are. It is true though,
that the Church has become so ineffective that people think
we are hypocrites. The reason is that we go on doing things
that are totally ineffective, and all the while the world looks at

are making in the world, the mess we are making in families
and the educational system, the mess that we have made in
the arts, whatever it is, because He is effective. Nothing is
going to stop Him from being effective. We need to understand
that.

The reason that I am emphasising this is because the
primary agency through which His effectiveness should be
demonstrated is the Church, which means that the Church has
to be effective. That means that every aspect, every little facet
of the Church has to be effective. That must be true of all of
our coming together. Our meetings on a Sunday, a Tuesday, a
Wednesday, whenever we meet, need to be effective. And if
they are not effective, it is not because God is not effective,
or because God does not desire that. It is because we have
missed something. God wants to bring adjustment to that. It
is as simple as that.

God’s way for us in every aspect of our lives, both
personally and corporately, is effective Kingdom living, which
is why we need to develop a culture of effectiveness. Consider
Colossians 1:6-14:

All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit
and growing, just as it has been doing among
you since the day you heard it and understood
God’s grace in all its truth. You learned it from
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a

The primary agency through which
God’s effectiveness should be
demonstrated is the Church.
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mandate that requires us to be breaking through those gates,
and taking territory for Him as we preach the gospel and make
disciples of all nations.

Having said that, we do need to remind ourselves of what
we find at the end of the book of Habakkuk The prophet says
in Habakkuk 3:17-18:

Though the fig tree does not bud and there
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive
crop fails and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen and no
cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.

So, while the Kingdom of God is effective, there are
times when we go through a winter period. In those times we
are still to rejoice. You may be going through one of these
seasons in your own life. I have been talking here about
effective Christian living and the devil may come along to
discourage you and point out your ineffectiveness at this stage
of your life. You may be looking around and seeing others
being effective and hear of reports of effectiveness all over
the place, while you are not. The devil would love to get you
into a corner, discourage you and try to destroy your faith.
Do not let that happen.

We do go through winters from time to time, individually
and possibly even corporately, but after winter comes the
spring. Then there is the cooing of the dove and all the other
signs of spring that the Bible tells us of. In the wintertime or
the autumn time, do not cast up your confidence in God. Keep
focused on Him and you will come back to being effective
again.

us, and they know that they are ineffective.
Many people, who are trying to do their best in the body

of Christ, actually have a mindset that does not believe in
effectiveness any more. In fact, a large percentage of born
again believers believe that all we can do is to hang on here
on planet earth, be as faithful as we can, and hope that one
day very soon, Jesus will rapture us out of this world, and
that we will still be found faithful when does.

In contrast to this, the Bible conveys to us a message
that intends to cultivate within us a culture of effectiveness.
This is a culture that knows that while we are here on earth,
our lot is not merely to hang on by the skin of our teeth. We
should be penetrating and breaking open areas and continually
have the devil on the back foot.

I remember one of the students getting up to preach when
I was at Bible College and he said this: “At the end of each
day, instead of Christians saying, ‘Man, the devil gave me a
hard time. I am glad I survived it. Thank God the day is over.
The devil harassed me,’ the devil should be saying ‘Man, I
have had a hard time today. Dudley Daniel gave me such a
hard time. I am grateful that this day is over. I survived it.’ ”
How many of us, honestly, in the depth of our hearts, believe
that is possible?

It is possible, because that is what God has planned for
us. We are not the ones who should be on the back foot. The
gates of hell cannot prevail against us. God has given us a

The Bible conveys to us a message that
intends to cultivate within us a
culture of effectiveness.
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us draw near to God with a sincere heart
in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for
he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds. Let us
not give up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but let us encour-
age one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.

There are four ‘let us…’ statements in this passage that
I want to examine briefly. We begin with the one which reads,
“Let us come boldly to the throne of grace.” The writer
points us to the promise that there is access to the throne;
there is a blood-sprinkled way. The Blood of Jesus has been
sprinkled and we can come boldly to the throne, without fear.
We can come right into the Most Holy Place. Why does the
writer to the Hebrews write these words? We have to
remember that under the Old Covenant, there were limitations
placed upon the people of God with respect to who could
come and when and how they could come into the Most Holy
Place. Only the High Priest could go into the Most Holy Place,
and only once a year. You and I could not have gone in. There
was no access for us.

There was a thick curtain, a thick veil that kept ordinary
believers, and even the other priests, out of the Most Holy
Place. But that all changed with Jesus, and you and I now
have a privilege, we have an invitation to come in because
Jesus tore the veil in two. I understand that the veil was six
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Let Us..

In the following chapters we are going to look at some
of what is in the heart and mind of God for us when we get
together. I do not know everything He has in mind, but there
is enough in Scripture for us to give a good idea of what He
intends and we can grow in this understanding as God gives
us more light.

By way of an introduction to that, I want to look at a
few things from Hebrews 10:19–25. I find this a valuable
context for understanding how we can become more effective.
We will then go on to look at why we attend meetings and
how our meetings can become more effective.

Therefore, brothers, since we have con-
fidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way opened for us through the curtain,
that is, his body, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, let
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works to serve the living God. It has purified my heart so that
I can come in, but we do need to make sure, when we come
into a meeting, that His Blood has been applied to what has
happened in the last few minutes or the last few hours.

While the Old Covenant rituals have been done away
with in Christ, there is still a sense in which we need to come
to the meetings prepared. We really do. That is one reason
we should never rush in at the last minute. When we rush in at
the last minute, we have generally rushed to get there and may
arrive harassed rather than ready to enter into God’s presence.
It may happen on occasions that we are late, but that should
not be our lifestyle. If, however, we are always doing that,
then we more than likely live with out of a ‘give me, you owe
me’ mentality, instead of a sense of coming to contribute. That
means that we have to come prepared. So, the first ‘let us...’
points us to the truth that we can come boldly to the throne of
God, and encourages us to come prepared.

The second ‘let us…’ is found in verse 23 and it says,
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we have...” The
original readers of the book of Hebrews were being seduced
and tempted to forsake their profession of Christ by returning
to the Old Covenant with its laws, rules and regulations. This
still happens today. Not only does the devil try to get us to
live under rules and regulations, sometimes even believers will
try to do that. They will subtly try to put all sorts of things
upon us as soon as we are saved. “Now that you are a
Christian you do not do this and you do not dress like that…”

Normally those things are based more on what they are
comfortable with than on Scripture. The fact is that, outside
of modesty, so that we do not provoke anyone to sin with
lust, there is no specific dress code in the Bible for believers.
There is nothing that says that pink is better than black, or
that black is better than pink. It does not say that to cover

inches thick. This was not a flimsy curtain in the temple and
yet, when Jesus was crucified, the curtain was torn in two.
That was cataclysmic. There was an awesome sense of the
power of God. It took divine power to tear it like a piece of
paper.

God was demonstrating that the days of the Old
Covenant are over. He has called us to come right into the
Most Holy Place. We do not come cowering in fear, we come
boldly, because, not only is the veil torn, but we also have a
Priest Who can identify with us. No longer do we need to
sprinkle the blood of calves and lambs and doves. The blood
of Jesus has now been sprinkled for eternity. So, we have
that wonderful privilege and invitation to the New Covenant.
We have a confidence, not only to enter into the presence of
God, but to dwell in the presence of God.

There is another thing that I feel it is important that we
learn from the way the Old Testament priests came into the
presence of God. A priest had to go through a rigorous ritual
to prepare himself before he went in. There were a number of
washings and all sorts of applications of blood, etc. that had
to take place.

We come into the presence of God with a clear
conscience. We come into the presence of God with a pure
heart. It is all through the Blood of Jesus, which you can read
in Hebrews 9:14 and 10:22. It is wonderful to know that the
Blood of Jesus has even purged my conscience from dead

The Blood of Jesus has been sprinkled
and we can come boldly to the
throne, without fear.
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this liquor, I would be happy for Him to see me with this man
or this woman.”

The same should be true for whatever we are doing every
second of every minute of every day, every week, every year,
for the rest of our lives. If I know that if Jesus came back now
He would be happy with what I was doing, why should I worry
about what movements and streams and denominations and
flows say? If I cannot, then even if those people allow it, I
had better quit it. That is part of the hope that we are to hold
unswervingly to.

The second part of the hope we have is that we have a
city that has not yet come. Where I am now is not it. The
church I am in is not it. This is not the best that we can expect
because we are waiting for the city of God. We have no abiding
city here, but we are looking toward one that is to come -
Hebrews 13:14.

The third ‘Let us…’ is “Let us consider…”- verse 24.
What are we to consider? We are to consider how we can
spur one another on towards love and good deeds. How long
ago was the last time that you sat down and asked yourself
how you could spur your brothers and sisters on towards love
and towards good deeds?

The fourth ‘Let us…’ is verse 25 - “Let us not give up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing…”
This ‘Let us…’ statement, which refers to our fellowship
together as Christians, facilitates the first three ‘Let us…’
statements that we looked at. Fellowship must never become
selfish. We are not called to only fellowship with God.
Fellowship must always include other people. That is what
the writer to the Hebrews is saying. Faithfulness in being
present and participating in the meetings encourages others,
and it provokes them to love and good works.

your ankles is better than to only cover your knees. We are
simply required to dress with modesty. In actual fact, the Bible
does not even forbid the wearing of make-up and jewellery.
Even God Himself says of His own people, Israel, that He
will put jewels and rings on them. So, while I think we can
overdo it when it comes to jewellery and the like, Christians
can actually wear more than one ring without violating
Scripture.

If we are going to stay free in Christ, we have to fight to
keep ourselves free. The devil, our own past, parents, other
believers, pastors, preachers, prophets and the like, can subtly
bring back rules, regulations and bondage and we have to resist
these if they are merely rules and regulations. I always talk
about how much I hate liquor, but I have to be very careful
about that. I do not want to bring the person who has the
liberty to have a glass of wine into bondage. The point is that
we have to hold unswervingly to the hope we have.

There is a two-fold hope that is expressed in Hebrews.
Firstly our hope is in Christ’s return - Hebrews 9:28. If we
have the hope that Christ is coming back, then we will not
allow ourselves to be brought into bondage. We will hold out,
we will resist, even when denominations, movements, moves,
streams, flows, or whatever we want to call them, try to bring
bondage. We should always be able to say, “I know that if
Jesus broke in right now I would be happy for Him to see me
watching this movie, I would be happy for Him to see me with

If we are going to stay free in Christ,
we have to fight to keep ourselves free
from rules, regulations and bondage.
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with the numbers so that they can boast. We should actually
be more concerned with what the devil thinks of us because
of our effectiveness. I want the devil to know I am alive and I
want him to know everywhere I am, wherever I am, whenever
I am. I do not want to be part of a huge big church that the
devil does not even know about, or takes no interest in.

Look at 1 Corinthians 14:26: “When you come together,
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation,
a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done
for the strengthening of the church.” Notice that it says
everyone has something to contribute. This is another thing
that we need to ‘consider’ in our meeting together. There is
not one person, who is born again, who does not have
something that God put in them that is for others. You have a
contribution. How do I know? I know because God says so.
And if that is not true, then God is a liar. If there is one believer
reading this book who does not have a contribution to make,
then God is a liar. I know, however, that He is not and I choose
to believe God. This is a part of his plan for us to live
effectively.

The emphasis in verses 24 and 25 of Hebrews chapter
10 is not on what can I get out of that meeting, but on what I
can put into it. What can I contribute? What can I give? And
so, every time we come to a meeting that is what needs to be
part of the motivation. I am always considering, out of my
love for God, what I can put into a meeting?

For the average Christian around the world, attendance
at meetings revolves around what it will do for them. Will the
preacher preach well? Will he or she tickle their ears? Will
the people make them feel great? Will they pat them on the
back? Will they promise them that they will become rich? Will
they promise them that everything is going to work out easily
for them? Will they promise them that their messed up marriage
is going to succeed? Will they promise them that their children,
who are going astray now, are going to be perfect little angels
into the future?

When this is the kind of attitude we have toward
meetings, we will leave the church if we do not get what we
want after three weeks. We will go and try to find a place that
does what we want, even if it is the exact antithesis to Christian
fellowship.

Even pastors are not always thinking about what the
people are doing for one another and God. Instead, they are
concerned with how many are coming to the meeting so that
they will look successful as a preacher. They are concerned

Faithfulness in being present and
participating in the meetings
encourages others, and it provokes
them to love and good works.
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have to go across to the United States of America where there
is so-called revival, outpourings of the Spirit or anything else.
We do not need to make a ‘pilgrimage’ to try and bring back
something that they have. All we need is the endorsement of
God.

I have never been into pilgrimage - running from this
place to the other to try and find out what the secret of success
or revival is. The secret is simply this: the presence of God.
Although Ann and I are not leading a church anymore, we
never had to run anywhere to ‘get what they had.’ We simply
made sure God was there and, by His grace, everywhere we
have planted or pastored, the churches we have led have
grown. It was not because of my preaching skill and neither
was it because of my personality.

In actual fact, I have an abrasive personality. Others
keep telling me that and that I tend to hurt people. I can
honestly say that I do it unwittingly. I never ever try to. The
point, however, is that I may have much that is against me
when it comes to pastoring, and yet every church we have
pastored has grown rapidly. Every single one, whether it was
in a denomination or out of a denomination. They have grown
because of the endorsement of God. That is not a boast; that
is honestly an encouragement, from the depth of my heart, for
you to press in to find the presence and the favour of God.

So, when we come to the meetings that should be our
heart’s attitude and our first desire – that God will be present!
We cannot simply be content with a few great songs to sing,
or an inspirational preacher to motivate us. I think that has
been a part of the problem that some people who no longer
participate have. We have focussed on giving them what we
could do to motivate them instead of on God’s presence.

So many people who are demotivated, are in that place
because they have been over motivated in the past. Or, they
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The Endorsement Of God

In order to be effective for God and increase in that
effectiveness, we need the endorsement of God. What do I
mean by that? I believe that the endorsement of God is
illustrated in Exodus 33:12-18. Moses was told to lead the
people of God out, but he said to God that unless His presence
went with them, he did not want to go. He saw this as the only
valid evidence of God’s favour or endorsement. How will the
suburb we are in, the city we are in, the country we live in or
the nations of the world know that God’s endorsement is upon
us? Unless He “goes with us” they will not. His presence
amongst us is the evidence of His favour.

When someone walks into the auditorium or the place in
which we are meeting they should immediately sense the
endorsement of God; the presence of God that is there and
the favour of God that is upon His people. This is what
makes the difference in reaching the lost, not techniques.
We do not need a ‘pilgrimage’ to any place anywhere in the
world. We do not need to go to Seoul, Korea, we do not
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anymore. And that is true in church after church; you find
demotivated people in too many churches.

What we really need is not more motivation; we need
some reality. We need the true presence of God in our midst,
where He speaks to us about what He wants us to do. Our
meetings do not need more excitement, more novel ideas, more
hype, more aggression or more signs and wonders. We will
always long for signs and wonders, but none of those things
are going to actually get the job done on their own. What our
people need is simply God in our midst.

When I talk about God in our midst I am talking about
the Biblical proofs of God in our midst. Have a look at the
book of Acts and you will find many of these. In Acts 2, when
Peter stands up and explains the baptism of the Spirit, he points
the people to what was prophesied by Joel. Those are things
that are the evidence of God in our midst. Some will dream
dreams, others will see visions, and our sons and our daughters
will prophesy, but they are always a people who emphasise
what the Bible emphasises. They do not simply get caught up
with the latest thing happening around the world. We have
seen too much focus placed on ‘evidences’ of God’s presence
that, while they may at times be valid, were never intended to
be the primary evidence of His presence or endorsement.

This has at time got so out of hand that people even
begin to ‘fake it.’ The manufacturing of fake gold dust in
meetings has deceived so many people. I am sorry I have to
touch on this, but we have to get down to the foundations and
make sure that those are correct. We do not want to build
something that collapses because we have bad foundations.
What is required here is that we make our emphasis the
same as that which the Bible emphasises. Do not let any
preacher place an emphasis on anything outside of that. There
are many things that the Bible does not emphasise that are

have been motivated through ‘hype’ in a context that had no
reality and no meat from God’s Word; where there have been
no Biblical parameters given for what was being motivated.
So much so, that they do not want to be motivated anymore.

They have experienced one letdown after the other. In
the past they have been whipped up and have taken hold of
what was said without really knowing what they are going for.
They have poured their energy into things outside of the
parameters  of  the  promises  of  God and have been
disappointed. This is why we have to be very careful about
how we motivate God’s people and what we motivate them
with.

I have found at the conferences or Leadership Training
Times that we have worldwide, that we generally have a group
of wonderfully wild and radical people standing in the front
during the times of worship. When you look at that group of
zealous people I feel we could ask them to run at the wall and
they would do it. They are so motivated that they would
respond to almost anything we said. It would be wrong to
abuse that context. We must make sure that whatever we ask
people to do, is actually what God wants, and that it has His
endorsement.

Often we take a group of people, motivate them and get
them doing something that is not within the parameters of truth
or the call of God. Some people have been motivated again
and again in this way until they do not want to be motivated

We have to be very careful about how
we motivate God’s people and what
we motivate them with.
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We must, however, never place an emphasis on things that the
Bible does not, although we can enjoy them.

I think I would enjoy a genuine manifestation of gold
dust. Many of the churches we relate to have had that. I know
those men; they are men of integrity. They would not conjure
up nonsense. There have been some real things and those we
can enjoy, but we do not emphasise them. What we need most
of all is God in our midst.

The following passages contain the kind of evidences
that we will find in a people in whose midst God is present.
We begin with Acts 2:40-42:

With many other words he warned them;
and he  p leaded with  them,  ‘Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.’
Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day. They (in
other words, those who received his
message and were baptised) devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled
with  awe,  and many wonders  and
miraculous s igns were done by the
apostles. All the believers were together
and had everything in common. Selling
their possessions and goods, they gave
to anyone as he had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere

good and we can include those things, but we do not make
them the emphasis.

When God is in the midst of the people, our sons and
our daughters will prophesy, the old men will dream dreams
and there will be visions. If those things are not taking place,
then the validity of the so-called presence of God in our midst
is questionable, even if people are flying across the sky and
gold is pouring everywhere. People can make up whatever
they like and deceive the people, but when we judge the
presence of God by the evidences that He gave us, we can
avoid the deception.

Stick with the Word of God, even when it flies in the
face of popular trends. I will never fight anything if it brings
about holy living and a deeper love for God. The Bible cannot
list every single possibility of what the Holy Spirit can do, but
He has put in writing the essentials, those things we need to
emphasise.

Let us therefore do that; emphasise the essentials and
thank God and enjoy the peripherals. I do not mean that in
any derogatory sense but, outside of Scriptural emphasis,
enjoy those things that genuinely contribute to godly living,
even when they are not the things we emphasise. There is a
difference between making something an emphasis and
enjoying it.

Unfortunately, there are some who are so scared of
anything new that they have that they severely restricted what
they will accept as being valid, and they reject every
manifestation that is not specifically mentioned in the Bible.
They have been the losers. They are the poorer for it. However,
that is no reason to accept everything, we must test these
things. Some clearly are not valid. Others may not be
specifically mentioned but they clearly contribute to godliness.
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encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in
numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

We see from these passages that when God is present,
there is a lifestyle adjustment that takes place. There are
certain activities that they devoted themselves to and, as a
result, the church grew. These are some of the proofs of God’s
endorsement. They are different from many of the things that
we find people going from place to place in an attempt to
‘catch’ some of what is happening there. That is not God’s
way. We need to press into Him until we know that he is in
our midst and we have His endorsement.

This we must bear in mind as a central focus as we look
at what we should do in our meeting to make them more
effective in the following chapters. I conclude this chapter with
a list of scriptures for those readers who wish to do some of
their own research. These are all very helpful in the discovery
of what should we do in our meetings and how we can make
them more effective. We will pick up on many of these themes
in the remaining chapters of this section.

John 4:24; Acts 2:14-21; 5:12-16; Acts 21:10-11; 1
Corinthians 12:7-11; 1 Corinthians 14: 1-5, 22-26, with a
special emphasis on verse 24; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians
3:16; Revelation 4:8-11; 5:8-14; 7:10-17; 11:16-19; 15:1-4.
1 Link those with Psalm 149 and Psalm 150. Most of you
know what that talks about and then you link those two Psalms,
especially 149, with 2 Chronicles 20:21-29

When God is present, there is a
lifestyle adjustment that takes place.

hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who
were being saved.

Acts 4:32-37:

All the believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had. With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much
grace was upon them all. There were no
needy persons among them. For from
time to time those who owned lands or
houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales and put it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to anyone as
he had need. Joseph, a Levite from
Cyprus ,  whom the  apost les  ca l led
Barnabas  (which  means  Son of
Encouragement), sold a field he owned
and brought the money and put it at the
apostles’ feet.

Acts 9:31:

Then the church throughout Judea,
Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of
peace .  I t  was  s trengthened;  and
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• We come to be changed, to be transformed by Him. As
He speaks, we respond and He changes us.

• We come to see His Kingdom come on earth. Every time
the people of God come together there should be a
further expression and an enlarged dimension of the
Kingdom, one that is not confined to the place we meet,
but goes out with us as we go out.

• We come to have our perspectives cleared up and our
priorities sorted out.

• We come to be loved, to find acceptance and experience
forgiveness. We come to give these to each other. In
other words, Christian koinonia, Christian fellowship.

• We come in order to get to know God in different ways
to what we do in our time alone with Him. There are so
many limitations we place upon God in our aloneness
with Him. Many, many people today cannot accept God
as a Father. The idea conjures up bad images because
they know what their human fathers were like. If we only
meet with God on our own we cannot fully experience
the Fatherhood of God. We can be expanded, enlarged
and increased in the context of our corporateness as we
see others experiencing the Fatherhood of God.
Some of us have been bound up by not being allowed to
raise our hands, dance, be joyful and smile at our
meetings. When we come into the presence of God alone
with that background, it is very difficult for God to break
in and show us the different dimensions and aspects of
His  persona l i ty,  charac te r  and  be ing .  In  the
corporateness  of  being together  we can see  a
wholehearted response to who God is and find a release
to participate in that which we will not find on our own.
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Come To Worship

Why do we attend meetings, what is the purpose in us
coming to these meetings, what should be happening and what
can we do to make those meetings more effective? I am going
to list a number of things in answer to that but, since many of
these were covered in a previous book - “Building On
Apostolic Foundations” - we will not cover them all again
here. Here then are some of the things that should happen in
our meetings.

• We come to worship God. We will be focussing on this
aspect a little later in this chapter.

• We come to hear from God, which means that we should
come expecting to hear from God.

• We come to co-operate with God. As God speaks and
brings revelation, we co-operate with Him.
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However, that position is very difficult to sustain
theologically from Genesis to Revelation. Although we tend
to make this distinction in the church, I do not think that it is
Biblical. Praise and worship come from the same heart to the
same God for the same reasons. Who He is determines what
He does. Who He is determines how we receive what He does,
and out of Who He is, we thank Him for what He does.
Whichever way we look at it though, worship is one of the
most important elements in our relationship with God, both
individually and corporately.

The word ‘worship’ is used 95 times in the Bible, the
word ‘worshipped’ 67 times, ‘worshipper’ is used twice,
‘worshippers’ five times and  ‘worshipping’ is used five times.
That is a total of 174 times, and almost all of those relate to
worshipping God rather than anyone or anything else. We have
to understand the implications of this. Think about the fact
that the word ‘born again’ is very few times in the whole Bible
and yet this is a crucial truth. If we are not born again we will
never see the Kingdom, we will not get to heaven. This is a
vitally important fact, and yet the word is only used two or
three times in the Bible.

The fact that word ‘worship,’ in one form or another, is
used 174 times, indicates that God intends us to grasp the
significance of worship. He is serious about it. Worship is a
high priority to God and therefore should be a high priority to
us as well. It is a major aspect of the corporate life of the

• We come in order to see the lost won. In other words,
to be part of the harvesting. When the net is thrown out,
and we have prayed a prayer for someone, have invited
someone to the meeting, have cried out to God, resisted
the devil on behalf of people, and then we see them come
in, we rejoice with the angels in heaven.

This simple list highlights very clearly the importance of
the meetings of the church, as well as the fact that our meetings
should have reality and be effective. We must develop the
discipline of meeting together as often as possible, and ensure
that we have the endorsement of God, His presence, in order
to become more effective. Now, having said that, we get to
the first reason that we attend meetings that we want to expand
on, which is to worship God.

We made the point in a previouly that, for many years
the rebuilding or restoration of David’s tabernacle has been
seen almost exclusively as the restoration of praise. It is,
however, far more than that. Everything we have discussed so
far in this book also has to do with the restoration of David’s
tabernacle. Having said that, praise is nevertheless an important
element of what God is going to restore before Jesus comes
back for us. When I say ‘praise’ I am talking about everything
that is meant when we talk about praise, worship and
thanksgiving, because, to me, they are basically the same thing.

It is actually very difficult to make a Biblical separation
or a distinction between worship and praise, but if we were
able to do so, I would say that worship would have to do with
His ‘worth ship’ - His worthiness. In other words, worship
would have to do with the essence of God, Who or what He
is by nature. Praise and thanksgiving would have more to do
with what He does, His deeds, His wonderful acts towards
us, which we praise Him for.

Praise and worship come from the
same heart to the same God
for the same reasons.
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who are playing musical instruments, and who are doing their
best to equip themselves to play their best. I do not believe
we have to be absolutely proficient in order to be able to
worship God with a musical instrument, but neither do I believe
that God will simply ignore the fact that we are too lazy to
improve our skills. He does want us to improve our skills.

The place given to worship in these passages is an
indication of its significance in our corporate expressions and
that everything we do has to come out of a heart of
worship, especially in our coming together. What is also
clear from Scripture, however, is that God desires true
worshippers. Worship can be defined as any action that gives
God first place in our circumstances, anything that we are
trusting God for, our lives and our obedience. Worship should
be at the heart of all that we say and do.

This is the thought that is contained in Matthew 6:33,
where we read that we are to: “Seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.” We tend to reverse that and look first at what will
be added to our lives. God says we should first seek the
Kingdom, His righteousness. In other words, we put God first.
We should not be focusing on the end result; we should put

Worship can be defined as any action
that gives God first place in our
circumstances, anything that we
are trusting God for, our lives
and our obedience.

people of God in both the Old and New Testament. As we
read through the Scriptures this is illustrated over and over
again; the community of God is a worshipping community.

The same truth is demonstrated in 1 Chronicles 23:5:
“Four thousand are to be gatekeepers and four thousand
are to praise the LORD with the musical instruments I have
provided for that purpose.” David appointed huge numbers
of musicians and singers and these musicians and singers were
worshippers. He did not choose them primarily on the basis
of how well they could play. Although God is a God of
excellence and David did chose some who were excellent,
well equipped musicians and singers, the priority was that they
had to be worshippers.

In 1 Chronicles 25:7, 8 we see again that David
appointed large numbers of musicians and singers, “Along
with their relatives—all of them trained and skilled in
music for the LORD—they numbered 288. Young and old
alike, teacher as well as student, cast lots for their duties,”
and so it goes on.

David also delegated specific responsibility to these
worshippers. For example, look at 1 Chronicles 25:1: “David,
together with the commanders of the army, set apart some
of the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry
o f  prophesy ing ,  accompanied  by  harps ,  l yres  and
cymbals.” He wanted the musical instruments, which were
instruments of worship, to enhance the authoritative Word of
God that came through in their togetherness. 1 Chronicles
23:13, 14 and 30, 31 also tell of how he delegated these
responsibilities, while 1 Chronicles 25:7, 8 tell us that there
was a measure of excellence in all that they did in carrying out
these responsibilities.

I believe that it is in the heart of God that in the end
times more and more people will be included amongst those
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them on ministry trips, or for the church to carry their expenses.
Paul said that he actually had the same rights. Although he did
not have a wife to take with he did have expenses. What is
clear from this chapter, however, is that he did not fight for
his rights. He was so committed to his responsibilities that he
was happy to forsake those rights.

His attitude was such that he would rather not receive
wages, even though the labourer is worthy of his wages, if
that would serve some of those he was ministering to. For
their sake he chose rather to work and pay his own way. He
saw that as his responsibility. As a Jew he also had many rights,
but was willing to forsake them in order to reach the Gentiles.
Rather than insist on even those rights that were legitimately
his, he considered himself as being indebted to all men. He
chose to live as one who did not have rights.

That is the approach we ought to have. Pastors, live as
if you do not have rights. Preachers, live as if you do not have
rights. Sheep, live as if you do not have rights. Let us rather
l ive as those who are more concerned to fulfi l  our
responsibilities before God than to have our rights satisfied.
That is how we should come to meetings, regardless of what
our role or level of participation is. Even though there may be
certain small rights that are legitimate for preachers or leaders,
we should never push for them.

Failure to do so is one reason why so many preachers

The emphasis in the Bible is
always upon responsibilities
and never upon rights.

God first. Then, as an overflow of that, these other things are
added, but it is God who is our focus.

We have, by and large, made the gospel people-centred
and have thereby ‘humanised’ it, and many churches preach a
humanistic gospel today. In fact, I believe that some tongue-
speaking congregations are actually humanistic. Even though
we f ind those who are val idly born again in those
congregations, there is a strong influence of humanism, or even
the New Age, in those congregations.

The reason that is possible is because we have put
ourselves first instead of putting God first. We have put our
own rights before our responsibilities, and so congregations
believe that when they come together, they have rights to
exercise. It is their right to be fed, it is their right to go out of
there feeling good, and if their rights are not satisfied, then
they simply leave. They attack, criticise, gossip and then go
elsewhere, all because they feel that their rights were not
satisfied.

This is a hindrance to worship and therefore requires
some fundamental changes for many of us if we are going to
see our meetings become as effective as God wants them to
be. When we correctly understand the gospel and the culture
of God’s Kingdom, then we realise that first and foremost we
have responsibilities, not rights. The emphasis in the Bible is
always upon responsibilities and never upon rights.

Paul illustrates the correct attitude in 1 Corinthians
chapter 9 when he talks of the fact that it was not only the
other apostles who had the privilege to take their wives with

Worship should be at the heart
of all that we say and do.
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you imagine if everybody had a heart of worship at all times?
We would never attack one another through prophecies and
prayers; we would not be harsh, we would not be ungracious
and we would not be judgmental, because everything we do
and say is coming from a heart of adoration, praise and
worship for God. That is what God wants, that everything,
from beginning to end, is motivated by a heart of worship.
That simply means that we love God with all our hearts, with
all our souls, with all our might and with all our strength. We
love Him so much that we would not dare to hurt His people.

Imagine how it would be if we as preachers always had
that motivation, so that even when we speak strongly, we do
so out of a heart of worship and out of a heart of love. If that
were the case, then very few people would be damaged.
Imagine too how it would be if listeners listened out of a heart
of worship and love. Then, no matter what the speaker is
saying, or how strongly it is said, we would not allow ourselves
to be wounded, and we would not become judgmental. We
would not feel that the preacher was attacking us and the whole
flavour of our meetings would change immediately.

The chief point that we are making about worship in this
chapter is that when we come together, we should always come
with a heart of worship. Worship always puts God first and
that is something that we should never fail to do.

Worship is not something that can
simply be an expression of natural
talent or skill; it is a heart attitude.

hurt people all the time, because they are fighting for their
rights. Every preacher knows that, by and large, he or she
could be earning more money if they were in the ‘marketplace,’
and they may come to feel that they actually have the right to
earn more than they do. As a result they become more and
more bitter, twisted and hurt and that comes through in their
preaching.

The same happens in different ways for the sheep. When
we as sheep put what we feel are our rights first, then sooner
or later we are going to feel that our rights are being violated.
The result, inevitably, is that resentment begins to build up.
This is, unfortunately, often the reason why you hear people
bringing ‘prophesies’ that actually attack people. The
frustration and hurt are coming through.

This will happen when we allow our rights to rise up
above our responsibilities. Our responsibility, when we
prophesy, is to see that God is glorified and that others are
edified. When we allow ourselves to be hurt, however, we
begin to attack through prophecy, or even through prayer.

How many times have we heard prayers like this: “Lord,
You know that so-and -so does not treat his wife like he should,
and we just want to pray and ask You to make him love his
wife like he should.” What are we doing when we pray like
that? We are attacking that person through the Holy Spirit.
Or we pray like this: “Lord, that church down the road, we
want to pray for them because we love them. We know that
the pastor is committing adultery and we know that they are
ripping people off. Lord, change their hearts.” We have just
attacked them through the Holy Spirit. There is no worship of
God in that, and worship should be at the heart of all we say
and do.

Worship is not something that can simply be an
expression of natural talent or skill; it is a heart attitude. Can



AS IT IS IN HEAVEN / 173172 / AS IT IS IN HEAVEN

expressions of that worship, the worship in heaven, are found
in the book of Revelation, one of which is Revelation 4:8-11:

Each of the four living creatures had six wings
and was covered with eyes all around, even
under his wings. Day and night they never stop
saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”
Whenever the living creatures give glory,
honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne
and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-
four elders fall down before him who sits on
the throne, and worship him who lives for ever
and ever. They lay their crowns before the
throne and say: “You are worthy, our Lord and
God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they
were created and have their being.”

Can you just imagine what happens in heaven? Day and
night, without ceasing, angels, seraphim, cherubim, the
redeemed and the elders fall before God and worship. Day
and night words come from their mouths that try to express
Who God is. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.”
Can you imagine what it will be like when we are in heaven
and we see the pristine beauty and purity of heaven and of
God Himself? If we are able to remember the pollution of
planet earth and we remember how unholy we were, then,
when we see how holy God is, we are going to have to say,
“Holy, holy, holy,” as we offer up worship, praise, thanksgiving
and proclamation to our God!

That is a part of the picture we are given in these verses
from Revelation. The elders that bow before God and the great
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As It Is In Heaven

In the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray (Matthew 6
and Luke 11) the whole focus is around God. He is the centre
focus: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” It starts with “hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come,” and it  ends with “For yours is the
Kingdom, the power and the glory forever.” It starts with
God and it ends with God. We are simply the beneficiaries of
the outflow of Who God is.

In this prayer we are taught that there is a perfect reality
in heaven that we are to ask for and seek to see reflected in
our activity here on earth. In our worship of God we are to
worship Him here on earth as we would worship Him in
heaven, or as they do worship Him in heaven right now. How
do we know hoe Hw is worshiped in heaven? We know
because we have a number of passages in the Scripture that
refer to worship in heaven. Some of the most beautiful
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understanding?
Worship is all about God. We come together to worship

God and if we will focus on that, our meetings will change.
Worship is all about God and not about us. It is not about
how good we felt when we were worshipping God, or how
excited we were. It is not about how many goose bumps we
had. It is all about God and not about us.

Neither do we come to listen to someone else on the
platform singing or playing while we merely sing along or are
‘entertained.’ If we have that approach we will easily lose
focus. When they hit a wrong key it will distract us because
they are our focus rather than God. The same will happen if
somebody who is standing next to us sings a little off-key.
When we have come together we have linked our hearts
together to worship God and that depends on our hearts more
than on the musicians or the person next to us.

These are not times to become distracted and play with
our children. To me, my grandson Joel is the cutest child on
the planet (excuse my prejudice) but I do not come to meetings
to play with Joel. I am there to worship God. There are other
times for playing with our children. In our corporate meeting
we come firstly to worship God with hearts that are completely
captured by who He is and by what He has done for us.

Let us move on to look at another passage from
Revelation. This time chapter 5:8-10:

And when he had taken it, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down

Worship is all about God
and not about us.

multitude that we will refer to in a moment, all understand what
we have been redeemed from, and there is continual worship
as a result. These passages refer to a worship that we will
one day participate in, but the truth is that we actually
understand much of that already, so why do we have to wait
until heaven to give God the worship due to Him? God wants
us to worship here like we would worship there, and as they
already do worship in heaven.

I have been so challenged by the Word of God that I
spend time every day simply thanking God for my salvation. I
thank Him that He took me out of a slimy pit, that He placed
my feet upon a Rock that is solid and stable and secure, that
He took me from a path of destruction and pollution and trying
to influence people into more and more evil and wickedness.
I give Him thanks because He placed me on a path that is
pure, that gives my life dignity, meaning and purpose, and that
He has enabled me to bring about changes for good and not
for evil any more.

When we meet in our corporateness we should came
together with some of these thoughts. When we do that then
worship will be our highest priority. Our consciousness should
be filled by the fact that God has saved us. Jesus, Who was
pure, clean and Who had never sinned, stood in our place
and became aids and prostitution and venereal diseases, never
mind the other things. He became all that. He Who knew no
sin became sin for our sake. How can anyone come to a meeting
and stand with their hands in their pockets, when people are
joining together with the musicians in worship that has this

God wants us to worship as they
already do worship in heaven.
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be careful about what we listen to because it is almost a
brainwashing that is going on. The Church has to keep us from
being brainwashed.

Let us look at another passage from Revelation 5:11-
14:

Then I looked and heard the voice of many
angels, numbering thousands upon thousands,
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They
encircled the throne and the living creatures
and the elders. In a loud voice they sang:
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!” Then I heard
every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is
in them, singing: “To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor
and glory and power, for ever and ever!” The
four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the
elders fell down and worshiped.

We are to worship God here on earth as they worship
God in heaven, which means that our worship will have a variety
of expressions. Often when we sing songs that contain the
words from the passage quoted above, we sing them gently.
We believe that it is only ‘worship’ if it is gentle and that
worship comes after ‘praise,’ which is loud. Fortunately, the
angels we read of here have not been to our theological
seminaries and our worship seminars, they sing these words
loudly. For them worship is worship. It can be loud or it can
be soft. Praise can be loud and praise can be soft. Let us also
worship and sing praise in the same way that they do in heaven

before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and
they were holding golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. And they
sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the
scroll and to open its seals, because you were
slain, and with your blood you purchased men
for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation. You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth.”

I want to make a comment now in the light of what has
happened worldwide as a result of the World Trade Centre
disaster on the 11th of September 2001. With the kind of
coverage of that event that we had in the media, we have been
told that certain people groups are the enemy and certain
people groups as the allies. We have to be very, very careful
about that. It is a spirit that is behind events like this, not
people. It is something behind the people that initiates this
terror. We cannot simply say that the Pakistanis or the Taliban
are the enemy. We have to be careful about developing
attitudes toward people groups that are unbiblical.

I make that comment because the passage we have just
quoted tells us that God is redeeming a people from every
tribe, every tongue and every nation. They are all going to be
there worshipping God before the throne. In other words, we
should get used to worshipping with them here. A wrong
attitude to other people groups will hinder that.

Behind those people who perpetrate terror - whether
they be Caucasian Americans, Caucasian Australians, Indian,
Pakistani or whatever it may be, there is a spirit. We are called
to fight the spirit, not the people. I am not talking about war;
I am talking about our attitude towards people. We have to
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God. It says that God is a spirit and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in truth. Truth, in its ultimate
perfection is Jesus. He is the Word. In John 17:17 Jesus,
speaking to the Father, said, “Your Word is Truth.” So, the
best way we can worship in truth is according to the Word of
God. To do it simply as the Word of God says. We do not
need to be taught new techniques; we simply do it as the Word
of God says. Out of that creative worship can flow.

God made us so creative within ourselves - every one
of us. Some are a little more creative than others, but there is
not one of us who does not have some creativity within us.
When we are worshipping according to the Word of God we
can express that creativity. We do not have to be taught
techniques.

When I was saved we were taught the technique of
cupping our hands. That is not God’s way. I am not the same
as Sam, my creativity is not the same as hers. So, while I,
who does not have all that much creativity, am doing the
Charismatic hop, she jumps up and suddenly starts doing
something more creative. Then another ballet dancer gets up
and dances, I do not at that point have to get everyone to do
what they are doing. While someone is floating round like a
butterfly, almost like a gazelle on the mountains, others are
doing something else. All is acceptable as long as we are doing
it the Bible way.

I used to go to the Feast of Tabernacles in Israel and
what I saw there used to both excite and grieve me. There
were those who you could see were real worshippers, and

The best way we can worship in truth
is according to the Word of God.

without worrying about weather it is too loud or too soft for
our liking.

Look now at Revelation 7:11-12:

All the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living
creatures. They fell down on their faces before
the throne and worshiped God, saying:
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and
thanks and honor and power and strength be
to our God for ever and ever. Amen! “

What do we see coming out of that passage? Well,
sometimes they are standing and sometimes they fall on their
faces. They serve Him day and night and sometimes they sing
and sometimes they shout. All of that takes place in heaven
where there is no presence of sin. It is all totally acceptable
to God. Once again, we are to do it here on earth in the same
way that they do it in heaven.

Can you imagine what can happen when the people of
God stop trying to attract attention to themselves, or stop
judging those who worship differently to them? We sometimes
judge those who are shouting their praise and worship to God
when it really is a genuine expression of the heart. There are
times, however, when everyone is quiet, that someone tries to
attract attention to themselves and starts shouting, but that
does not make shouting wrong.

God tells us that there are to be differing expressions of
worship. Ryan is on his face, not doing a thing. Kylie is shouting
at the top of her voice. Tony is whispering. Robin is dancing.
Nicole is serving. The only thing that matters is that we worship
God with reality, from the heart. He alone is the judge of that.

In John 4:21-24 Jesus tells us how we are to worship
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It always perplexes me that when we fall in the presence
of God we fall backward. In the Bible accounts of people
falling, they fell forward. Perhaps the reason that we fall is
because the motive of our hearts is so often ‘me’ centred.
“God, overwhelm ME, refresh ME.” When we get beyond
that we are like dead men and women and our focus is on
Him.

Daniel and others could hardly breathe in the presence
of God; they would not open their mouths because they were
too scared to speak. Sometimes it took the encouragement of
angels before they would speak. Have you ever been in the
presence of God like that? When we are, we need to be like
a dead man or woman, and worship from the spirit. This should
happen in our meetings so that people know that there is a
fear of God in our hearts.

Please understand me, I love joy. I love to hear people
excited in God. I love to hear screaming and shouting, waving
of banners and flags before the Lord, but if that is all we have
then we are off-balance. There is a strange absence of being
breathless before God, and it is lopsided. This has to change
and it should start in our time alone with God.

So, worship incorporates or includes: adoration, praise,
thanksgiving, proclamation, declaration, humility, shouting,
clapping, dancing, kneeling, standing, falling, singing, serving,
being loud and also and being still and knowing that He is
God.

then there were others who had simply learnt the routines,
and you knew there was not an ounce of worship coming out
of what they did. They were actually getting in the way. Yes, I
understand they were doing it for God and that they were doing
their best, but it would have been better to put them on the
sides or at the back and let them learn till they were free to
really worship.

Besides the different expressions of worship we see in
the last passage we looked at, it is also wonderful to know
that when those who carry the highest authority that there ever
can be on earth (the elders), meet the Highest Authority there
ever was or will be, they fall on their faces. They give glory,
honour and thanks to God as they worship Him. They even
lay their crowns before the throne. This is the heart of worship
and this too is the attitude we should live with here. When
men and women point to what they see as our achievement,
then we come before God and lay that crown (if it is a crown)
at His feet? No self-glory, no self-exaltation. Simply, “Oh,
God, I am on my face.” Worship!

When those who carry the highest
authority that there ever can be on earth
(the elders), meet the Highest Authority
there ever was or will be, they fall on
their faces. They lay their crowns
before the throne.



IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH / 183182 / IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH

something that comes from the heart. This heart attitude of
worship is one we should carry all day every day. God’s
perception of worship includes the whole of our life. In other
words, when we honour Him in the workplace, we are
worshipping. You should be worshipping God right now as
you read, just as much as you worship God when you are
singing songs of praise.

The truth is that many of us have narrowed our
perception of worship to being that activity that occurs when
we are singing songs in a corporate meeting. What we have to
learn is that the whole meeting is worship. When we come
into meetings and when the gifts of the Spirit are operating,
we are worshipping God. While the preaching is taking place,
we should be in an attitude of worship. We should even
worship God while He is bringing adjustments to our lives.
We should also realise that when we go and greet someone at
a church meeting, we are worshipping God. Christian koinonia
(fellowship) takes place with an attitude of worship.

We tend to reduce Christian fellowship to something less
than it was intended to be and start talking about yesterday’s
game. In the context of our togetherness we need to be talking
about the things of God. We should be able to have more
times of being able to talk to each other during a Sunday
meeting and ministering to each other; more time for real
fellowship. Often we cannot give time for that because the
people simply start talking about worldly issues, and when
we do that we allow the spirit of the age to come into the
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In Spirit And In Truth

Jesus, speaking to the Samaritan woman, said that God
is Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth - John 4:24. These are the kind of worshippers
that the Father wants; not simply people who sing songs, shout,
wave flags and dance. Worship can include all that, but none
of that is necessarily worshipping in spirit and truth. Those
are forms of worship.

There is a verse, Isaiah 29:13, that says, “These people
come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me
is made up only of rules taught by men.” In other words,
they had learnt tricks and techniques that they called ‘worship’
but it did not come from their heart.

In Matthew 22:37 we read, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind.” Worship is not about choreography; it is a heart
thing. When somebody who has two left feet dances, but does
it from the heart, it is worship, because worship is essentially

God’s perception of worship
includes the whole of life.
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worship. We cannot always come to meetings feeling harassed
and hope that others can lift us out of the pit. Yes, there are
times that we may need that, but we do not want everyone
coming like that and we do not want anyone to come in that
state every time they arrive. That should be the exception.
We come with a devotion that ensures that our time together
is worship.

The same is true for the preacher. He should come
prepared, on time and never come harassed or frustrated. You
can tell when a preacher gets up and he is unprepared. You
know he is not preaching life, that he is scraping in late,
harassed, and is releasing that in the meeting. No one can be
expected to stay in a church if the preacher is unprepared
week after week.

Those leaders who are always late are usually far too
intense and they spread something of that in the meeting; they
start to put pressure on the people and they contaminate the
people of God. I cannot imagine Jesus walking around like
that, harassed and releasing frustration. You do not follow that
kind of person for long. If you do, you are a fool.

We will, however, find it far easier to follow someone
with a sense of the tranquillity of God. There is a sense in
which every leader, even if they are female, needs to have a
father aspect to their demeanour; a sense that this is a man or
a woman who has things put together. There is a tranquillity

If we could only see why God has given
us koinonia, Christian fellowship, we
would do it as an act of worship,
an act of devotion.

meeting. This would not be the case if we maintained an attitude
of worship.

The same applies when we greet people who are visiting.
Unsaved people may get something out of what is preached,
but they are going to get so much more if we make a point of
going to them and, in love, embracing them and ministering to
them. Imagine greeting someone like that and then having God
show us something prophetically to share with them that results
in a breakthrough in their life? If fifty unsaved people came to
a meeting and fifty Christians go and talk to them in this manner,
fifty unsaved people can be saved before any preaching has
happened.

If we could only see why God has given us koinonia,
Christian fellowship, we would do it as an act of worship, an
act of devotion. In Acts 2:42-47 we read that the early
believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship. They devoted themselves. ‘Devoted’ is a strong
word. We should commit ourselves unreservedly to submit or
surrender ourselves to worship God, and to fellowship with
each other as one expression of that. That is what God wants
to happen in home cells, regardless of how many people there
are in the cell. There should be this kind of fellowship in all of
our church meetings.

One of the implications of this requirement that we
maintain an attitude of worship is that we come to
meetings prepared, and we come on time. This applies to
those who are leading or preaching as much as it does for the
rest of us. It also applies to meetings that are a part of our
planning or preparatory time. For example, when the ‘worship
team’ gets together to practice, they should devote themselves
so that they are properly prepared.

There are too many Christians who haphazardly slip into
meetings with a ‘let’s get this over with’ attitude. That is not
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about them. Even though they do get intense from time to time
and they are willing to take the devil on, they are not forever
hyped up and angry at the world. I do not know about you,
but I want to follow someone who, although they can get
intense when it is needed, is still stable and secure. That kind
of leader brings security. They have a devotion to God that
keeps them in a place of worship.

So, God is looking for a people who have something
that comes out of them that is a living reality. Something that
comes from their spirits that says, “I am a worshipper of God.”
They do not need a special occasion or specific techniques.
Their whole life declares, “With my hands lifted up, and my
mouth filled with praise, with a heart of thanksgiving I will
bless thee Oh Lord.”
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Worship And Warfare

When we worship God’s way there is something beautiful
that happens which is the favour of God, the endorsement of
God upon us. Very often we will not find out how effective
that is until we get to heaven. The fact is though, that when we
are doing it God’s way, our meetings are effective. Psalm
149:1-5 says:

Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD a
new song, his praise in the assembly of
the saints. Let Israel rejoice in their
Maker; let the people of Zion be glad in
their King. Let them praise his name with
dancing and make music to him with
tambourine and harp. For the LORD
takes delight in his people; he crowns the
humble with salvation. Let the saints
rejoice in this honor and sing for joy on
their beds.
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or they have come with the wrong motives. In those times it is
as if there is a black cloud over the meeting; a black cloud
that is made up of demons. When, however, they begin to
worship God’s way, that black cloud begins to break up.

Please do not take this to mean that the Bible teaches
this as theology. This is simply a picture that I am trying to
paint of how this thing works. This is not a theology, it is simply
a picture to describe a theology that has to do with the favour
of God. When the favour of God rests upon us then people
who would normally drive straight past that meeting place
because of the darkness there, suddenly find themselves
stopping and saying, “There is something here.”

When I was pastoring a church in Adelaide this was a
regular occurrence. People would say they had driven past
hundreds of times, and suddenly something attracted them.
Something compelled them to go in there and they came and
were saved. Or, if they were Christians, they came and were
delivered, healed or set free.

That is what God wants for every church, but whose
hands is that in, God’s or ours? Actually it is in ours, because
God wants His endorsement everywhere – in every building
and under every tree where God’s people gather, right across
the world. Every time they gather, God wants His endorsement
there. Our part is to come with worship, to bring praise to
him with all our heart.

Psalm 150 is one description of this praise:

Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanc-
tuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power; praise
him for his surpassing greatness. Praise
him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre, praise

I love this; it is talking about our corporateness, our
togetherness, where we shout and we sing these praises in the
assembly of the saints. It is also talking about when the
bedroom door is closed, the lights are off and no human being
can see me; there is no audience, not even the angels. In both
instances, the same attitude of heart is present. Sometimes it
is so dark you wonder if even God can see you. It must have
been a bit like that for Paul and Silas in the prison in the account
we read of in Acts 16. Yet, they still praised God, no matter
how dark it became, and His favour rested on them.

Psalm 149:6-9 goes on to say:

May the praise of God be in their mouths
and a double-edged sword in their hands,
to inflict vengeance on the nations and
punishment on the peoples, to bind their
kings with fetters, their nobles with
shackles of iron, to carry out the sen-
tence written against them. This is the
glory of all his saints.

We need to read this through ‘New Testament lenses,’
because this is not about actual nations, this is not about
people groups having vengeance poured out upon them as we
praise. This ‘inflicting of vengeance’ is something that happens
in the demonic realm. In this passage God lets us know that
when we begin to worship this way, when our meetings begin
to take on this flavour, and the same dynamic takes place
outside of our meetings, we will be ‘inflicting the vengeance
of God’ 24 hours a day.

If I could illustrate it this way: there may be times when
the people of God in a meeting do not know what they should
be doing there. They do not know why they are really there,
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do was to appoint some singers? That is what Jehoshaphat
did.

What is more, he put the singers at the head of the army
and said to them, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His love
endures forever.” The result is described as follows: “As they
began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against
the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were
invading Judah, and they were defeated.”

This is amazing; the Israelites did not even have to enter
into the battle. When we worship God’s way, we may not even
be aware of it, but we are acting as an army of God. We may
not even be trying to be the army at that point, we may simply
be trying to be worshippers. The wonderful thing is that when
we are worshippers, the Church becomes the army.

What we do in our homes in worship to God has the
same type of effect. We read in Ephesians 5 that we are to
put on the whole armour of God and we often read that passage
only in the context of principalities and powers. What is
interesting, however, is that when you look at the book of
Ephesians, family is one of the major themes of the book.
What I think that what this teaches us is that we do not only
apply what we are saying here about worship, warfare and
the favour of God to our corporate context of God’s family,
we also do it at home. We get our children around us and we
involve them as well.

When we lived in South Africa we lived under the
apartheid regime and so, by and large, almost every Caucasian
person had a maid who worked for them. We did as well

When we are worshippers, the
Church becomes the army.

him with tambourine and dancing, praise
him with the strings and flute, praise him
with the clash of cymbals, praise him with
resounding cymbals. Let everything that
has breath praise the LORD. Praise the
LORD.

I see a time where it will be possible for every musician,
every person who can, to bring their own instruments and sit
in the congregation playing their instruments, while those on
the platform are playing. To do that in the wrong way and in
the wrong timing would be disaster. Why? Because we are
not yet all worshippers, we are not yet all loving the Lord our
God with all our heart and we are not all giving ourselves to
excellence on our musical instruments. I believe, however, that
ultimately it is God’s desire to have that happen.

I want to look at one final passage on worship - 2
Chronicles 20:21-29:

After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat
appointed men to sing to the LORD and
to praise him for the splendor of his holi-
ness as they went out at the head of the
army.

The context of this passage is that thre is going to be a
war. Two nations are about to confront each other in physical
combat and the first thing Jehoshaphat does is to appoint
singers. Can you imagine that happening in today’s context?
Can you imagine the chief of the army in your nation
announcing that the armed forces were going to engage in battle
with an enemy, and that the first thing that they were going to
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(except for the last three years that we lived there) and we
believed that she was part of the ministry that God had called
us to. So we invited her in every morning to our family
devotion. I would call our three boys into our bedroom and
we would sit there and have a devotional time. I would teach
them from the Word of God and our maid came and sat with
them, because she was part of the family. She was included. I
cannot think of one of the maids that worked for us who did
not come to know Jesus and fellowship in our church alongside
us as family.

His favour is for our family, our household, as well, and
it has to spill over. The same is true for every household.
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Come To Hear

We are talking about reasons why the people of God
should come together and are aiming at learning how to make
our meetings more effective by understanding and applying
these more fully. We have looked at worship, and the next
reason for meeting together that we will look at is this: to hear
from God.

We have a God who speaks. In Revelation chapters 1-
3 we read the following a number of times: “He that has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” He
does not only speak to us as individuals, He also speaks to us
in our corporateness. Every time we come together in a
meeting, be it three, be it a thousand, be it ten thousand people,
God is there to speak. Right now, every minute of every day,
whenever God’s people are together, God wants to speak to
those people.

People say that they do not hear God, but often that is
because they do not know what to expect, or because they
do not come with an expectation to hear God. God is always
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Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to
see him, but they were not able to get
near him because of the crowd. Someone
told him, “Your mother and brothers are
standing outside, wanting to see you.” He
replied, “My mother and brothers are
those who hear God’s word and put it into
practice.”

If you want to be in an intimate relationship with Jesus,
if you want to be part of the family of God, then He has this to
say to you, “those who hear God’s word and put it into
practice are My mother and My brothers and sisters.” That
could have been an insulting thing for His physical mother and
His physical brothers because they were there. They were
asking to see Him and He said that in front of them, because
that was the time to catch the attention of people and for them
to know how important it is how they hear God’s Word. He
taught them this lesson at the risk of His mother and brothers
being offended, because it was that important.

So many people have become dull of hearing simply
because of how they have ‘heard’ in the past. If that is true of
you, then you can have the earwax cleaned out right now. Just
say, “God, when I hear Your Word I will obey it. I will put it
into practise right away.” If you really mean that, then at that
moment the wax is cleared out. It is as simple as that. I know
it sounds too simple, but then everything about the gospel
sounds too simple. That is why it confuses and confounds the
wise. When we stop thinking of ourselves as wise or clever,
then in a split second we can have all the wax taken out of our
ears.

We turn now to John 12 where there is a different
emphasis, although it is still on the same subject of hearing.

speaking. There was a brief time, a few hundred years between
the Old Covenant and the New Covenant, when nothing is
recorded about what God said, but we do not live in that
dispensation. We live in a time when God is constantly
speaking. There are a number of things to learn in this respect,
but one of the most important is to believe that He dos want
to speak to us.

Sometimes when He does speak, we think it is something
else or it is for someone else. The devil has discouraged some
people to such an extent, that whenever a comforting word, a
word of encouragement or direction comes that specifically
fits into what they are crying out to God for, they feel that it
cannot be for them. They do not feel worthy. The fact is that
no one is worthy. We are only worthy in Jesus. Jesus will
always be worthy and we will always be in Him. Because of
that, we can take hold of a word that comes for us. Dare to
step out. Dare to believe God. Simply dare to believe Him. If
a word fits with where you are at, take a step of faith and
embrace it.

Another very important aspect of hearing God is that
we have to develop this ability. We have to develop a listening
and a hearing ear, and I want you to look at a few scriptures
that are significant in this respect. The first is Luke 8:18-21:

“… Therefore consider carefully how you
listen. Whoever has will be given more;
whoever does not have, even what he
thinks he has will be taken from him.”

We live in a time when God
is constantly speaking.
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just ‘how’; now He is saying to consider
carefully ‘what’ you hear.) he continued.
“With the measure you use, it will be
measured to you - and even more. Who-
ever has will be given more; whoever
does not have, even what he has will be
taken from him.”

The ‘what’ can be applied in a few ways. Firstly we must
be careful about what other people are telling us because when
something goes into our ears, it gets into our mind. It gets into
our heart and then everything else that comes in is filtered
through what is already in there. So, if we hear something
negative about a preacher or a church or even about God,
that can affect how we hear in the future. Whether we like it
or not, it gets in there and other words are filtered through
what is in there.

Secondly, we have to be careful about what we hear
from God. We need to make sure that when God speaks that
we do not apply it or interpret it to suit ourselves by adding to
it or taking something away from it. If we do, then the next
time God speaks it gets filtered through those subtractions or
additions.

For example, the Bible says all things are yours. All it
takes is for us to leave out enough of the other things that the
Bible says, and you have a scripture that seems to say that

We need to make sure that when God
speaks that we do not apply it or
interpret it to suit ourselves.

John 12:47 says:

“As for the person who hears my words
but does not keep them, I do not judge
him. For I did not come to judge the world,
but to save it. There is a judge for the
one who rejects me and does not accept
my words; that very word which I spoke
will condemn him at the last day.”

In other words, if God speaks and we reject it, then
that very word that we rejected, will actually judge us one
day. I understand this to mean that we cannot ignore the Word
of God. We may think we have ignored it, we may think it has
gone away, but those very words will come back to us and
judge us one day.

I am told that during the last World War, many of Winston
Churchill’s speeches were broadcast across the world on a
specific type of radio wave that was used in those days.
Decades later, during an experiment, some scientists began to
pick up Winston Churchill’s speeches. They tried to find out
where they were being broadcast from, only to discover that
they were not being broadcast from anywhere. They were
picking up sound waves that had been going around and
around waiting to be picked up again.

In one sense, God’s Word is like that. That is why He
says that His Word will not return to him void. Those words
that He spoke to you or to me individually, or spoke to us
corporately, are still in the sound waves. One day they will
come back to judge us.

In Mark 4:24, Jesus said:

“Consider carefully what you hear,” (Not
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side of the story. Well, I did not have a side. Why? In order
to have a side you have to criticise the other side and I was
not prepared to do that.

Can you imagine if we were careful about what and how
we heard? Then, when someone begins to speak out negative
things about a church down the road, our response would
simply be, “It breaks my heart to hear that; let us get on our
knees now and pray for them.” Not. “Oooh, I always knew
that! Now you have confirmed it.” That is the way of a divisive
person.

All of this will influence our hearing of God and so we
need to be careful with what we listen to and with our response
to what we do hear. Let us move on now to some of the ways
that God will speak to us in our meetings.

you can ‘steal’ from me. What is in my wallet is yours, because
all things are yours. You can steal from somebody’s handbag
right now and have a scripture to support that. Even if
Christians catch you in the act, you can say that you only did
what the Scripture says, even though it also says that we must
not steal. That was what we subtracted and so, ‘what’ we
hear in the future is filtered by that subtraction.

In this way people, and even whole churches, avoid
words of correction and adjustment. They filter this and
interpret it through what is incorrect.

The Bible will never endorse any group of Christians or
individual Christians criticising one another. The Bible forbids
it and tells us that if we criticise, gossip and slander one
another, we are being divisive and we are giving room to the
devil. Yet, when someone stands up and says something
negative about a church we ignore the warning and receive it.
We have to learn to tell that person that we do not want to
hear.

Do not criticise any person or group regardless of what
they have done, even if others say that you are naïve and
foolish. When Jimmy Swaggert and James Baker fell, people
wanted to tell me all the wicked stories about them. I told
them that I did not want to hear. Why? I was still hoping for
the best. Then all was exposed and they confessed what they
did and those same people said, “Well you see what I told
you.” My reply was, “I am still believing for the best.”

Whenever I use those men as an illustration, I always
say those men have done far more for God than I have ever
done. I am not going to pretend that they did not do anything
wrong, but I will not accept any gossip or criticism.

I remember one occasion when we had a church split in
South Africa and people come to me to ask for my side of
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God does not only speak general words though. He
speaks very specific things that are intended for specific
individuals. Although I go through the week and I prepare to
preach on a Sunday for the general congregation, in that
preparation God puts things into my heart that are for specific
individuals. Many times this happens without me knowing.
However, when I talk on those specific things, someone who
needs that word can dare to take that, to receive it, knowing
that it is God speaking to them.

In Acts 20:27 (KJV). Paul says, “I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” In other words,
he did not only give them the bits and pieces that they wanted
to hear. If I do not particularly want to hear what is being
said, or it is not really what I am focused on, and yet God
speaks a word, I must still embrace it. If it is in God’s Word I
must receive it, even though it is not what I want to hear.

God also speaks through the gifts of the Spirit. 1
Corinthians 12:7 says, “Now to each one the manifestation
of the Spirit is given for the common good.” That word
‘manifestation’ is ‘phanerosis.’ It is the ‘shining forth’ or the
‘proof.’ One of the literal translations is that it is the ‘proof
that God is there.’ In other words, the proof that God is there
is given to each one “for the common good.” The gifts of the
Spirit are proof that God is in the midst of the people. It is
His endorsement and His favour upon us. Every one of us can
minister in these gifts. Why then are we so slow to come to
meetings ready and willing to give, to contribute the gifts of
the Spirit?

The gifts of the Spirit are proof that
God is in the midst of the people.

28

When He Speaks

First of all, God speaks to us through the preaching
and the teaching. He does this through people who break
open the Word of God for us. The implication of this is that
when we come to the meetings we should not come to casually
listen to see if there is something we like, we should come
with a devoted heart to hear from God.

When this is the case we will listen attentively to all that
God is saying, whether we like it or not, whether it demands
adjustment or whether it is encouraging. In every meeting, when
God speaks, if we will truly hear what God is saying, we will
learn how to live right and to cope with life. That is why God
gave us teachers, so that we can hear Him through the teachers
who teach from the Word.

If we will truly hear what God is
saying, we will learn how to live
right and to cope with life.



WHEN HE SPEAKS / 203202 / WHEN HE SPEAKS

genuine call and gifting from God to govern. Elders sitting some
distance away from each other will not have time to check
everything out with each other. The elder who is administering
the microphone is going to have to make some quick decisions.
It is therefore imperative that the elders are in contact with
God.

Let me also say this about church leadership at this point.
When elders  release deacons,  they have already
endorsed those deacons. They hear from God as much as
elders do, and they do not have to come check out a
contribution they have with an elder. We should make room
for the deacons, be they male or female, to get to the
microphone without having to first have an elder evaluate their
contribution. That is why we had better make sure that when
we release deacons, we are releasing the right kind of people.
We do not want to have to get up and undo what a deacon
did.

Please note that in none of this are we trying to be
policemen, controlling or manipulating. Neither are we
practising, under a different guise, the very humanistic authority
structures we say we do not believe in.

Some people can minister in the gifts of the Spirit much
more powerfully than others. Some are much more articulate
than others. However, what is important is whether God is in
it, not how well you or I do it. If it is God, then even if someone
else was able to do it better, it would have been no more
authentic. So we have to listen for this. Is it God or not?

Sometimes it  can be a mixture of God and the
interpretation of the person bringing the contribution. That is
normally when things come unglued - when people tell us what
God said, but then try to apply it to our lives when God did
not tell them to say that. That is when leaders need to get up
and say, “God has spoken to us, but the application was a

There is, however, a need to find a wise way to administer
this, especially in large meetings. The elders sit at the ‘gates
of the city.’ They are the way into the ‘city’ and out of the
‘city’ and they do not simply let anyone in to deposit what
they want. Anyone who wants to bring a contribution should
have the endorsement of the elders.

A thought (not the prescribed way) about how to do
this, is to consider having one or more elders with a microphone
in strategic places around the auditorium. This can help
administer the gifts because people who have something to
give will not have to push past others who are in an attitude of
praise and worship.

When the church numbers fifty to sixty, anyone is able
to get to the microphone, but there comes a point when you
do not know who is out there. You do not always know who
was passing by and simply drifted in, and who is a member of
the body in good standing. Consequently, you do not always
know that what they are going to deposit and offload will not
contaminate people. We need to create an acceptable way
into the ‘city’ that makes it clear that the gatekeepers will judge
all ‘gifts’.

On the other hand we need to make sure that there is
reasonable access to the gatekeepers. If I am sitting at the
back of a large meeting and I cannot get access to the
microphone, I will usually remain seated. I will not push through
and disturb those who are worshipping. I am not saying that
is right or wrong, I am simply telling you the honest truth. That
is where I am, and maybe I need to be a little bolder, but I
know there are a lot of people like that.

So we should find a way to make it easy. Give them
access so that there is a genuine operation and easy flow of
the gifts of the Spirit. That is why it is so important to have
elders who are real elders. By that I mean that they have a
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God also speaks to us through psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs - Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16. In other
words, we are to sing to one another. I really hope that you
capture this and that it becomes life for you.

How do we release this in our midst? To begin with, we
need to be filled with the Spirit. This is what we read in
Ephesians 5:18, which provides some of the context for verse
19. Primarily, that means that we are under the control of the
Spirit.

Verses 19 and 20 follow:

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs. Sing and make mu-
sic in your heart to the Lord, always giv-
ing thanks to God the Father for every-
thing, in the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Something else that I see in these verses is joy. Why
does a man or woman drink alcohol? They want to get rid of
their sorrow and get some false joy. Before I was saved I was
drunk many, many times in my life. I know from those times
that you do get lifted up from misery and despair to where
you feel as if the whole world loves you. You can, of course,
also get to another point where you feel as if the whole world
hates you, but generally alcohol produces a false joy. Being
filled with the Spirit produces real joy because one of the fruits
of the Spirit is joy.

A natural outflow of being filled with the Spirit is to be
spirit-controlled. A natural outflow of being controlled by the
Spirit is joy. When we come to the meetings under the control
of the Spirit, then we are joyful. The few who cannot pull
themselves up before they come and who are miserable, are

little off-centred. This was the gist of the message we need to
hear, now we need to respond.”

A heart response to what we hear is an important part
of hearing well. I believe that in the early days of Christianity
there were responses to everything God said. That may be
where Roman Catholicism picked it up, from those early days
of Christianity, when there were responses. If God speaks
through song and we can sing, then we can sing our response
back.

As God speaks we should not carry on with our agenda
and sing another 10 hymns. As He speaks we should respond.
If we cannot sing, then we can speak back a response. The
point is that we respond. I want to encourage those men and
women with great voices; respond with a singing voice so that
people like me, who cannot sing, can get caught up in it and
at least make our contribution without having started it in the
wrong key.

So, the proof that God is really there is given, by the
Spirit, to every person for the common good. The gifts (all of
them) of the Spirit are proof that God is there. That is why
God says in 1 Corinthians 14:26 that when we come together
every one of us has something to contribute. He gives us the
gifts so that He can speak, we can hear and everyone can
profit from that interaction. We want to hear through the gifts
of the Spirit and we want to respond to the gifts of the Spirit
because one of the most important reasons that we come
together is to hear God.

A heart response to what we hear is an
important part of hearing well.
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has to feel at home amongst us. The Bible is not a menu from
which we select what we want. The whole Bible is the meal
and we need it all. We cannot decide that we only want
promises this morning but no commands. We either take it all,
or we reject it.

So, what are hymns, songs and spiritual songs? I believe
that in the context of Ephesians, the songs are primarily taken
from the Old Testament, not exclusively, but primarily. We
are to speak to one another with these. We can take the book
of Psalms and read it or sing it. Dare to take the microphone
and sing it. Sing the Psalms to yourself as well.

Hymns are songs of praise to God. They can be songs
written beforehand by yourself or by someone else, or they
can be songs that simply come out of your heart at that
moment, never to be sung again. Spiritual songs are
expressions of Bible truth. We do not want songs that sound
really spiritual but have no Bible content.

When we were in the first church we ever pastored,
there was an occasion that a woman sang to me. I pushed
play on my answering machine and I heard this woman say,
“Thank God you are not there, Dudley. God gave me this song
to sing to you and it is going to be so much easier to sing it
onto a tape. Thank God you are not there!” She was a godly
woman and she sang a song of encouragement to me when I
was going through a very discouraging time. It ministered

The Word of God has to feel at home in
us. If we are rejecting any portion of
the Word of God, then the Word
of God is not at home in us.

soon touched by the joy in the place. When it comes to the
aspect of speaking to one another through psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs, we need to know that these things flow out of
a life that firstly, is spirit-controlled, and secondly, is joyful.

Something else that is important for this to flow is that
we have to have the right stuff inside us to flow out. This is
one reason why we are told to let the Word of Christ dwell
richly in us – Colossians 5:16. That word ‘dwell’ carries with
is a sense of ‘feel at home in.’ We need to let the Word of
God feel at home inside of us. When you have a whole group
of people for whom this is true, then this is what will come
through in the psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. When the
Word of God feels at home amongst us, we will be speaking
things that are personal applications of that Word to individual
problems and situations all the time, and many things will
change as a result.

The Word of God has to feel at home in us. You see, no
one feels at home when people are rejecting them. So if we
are rejecting any portion of the Word of God, then the Word
of God is not at home in us. This is more prevalent that we
think. For instance, someone from the hyper-faith camp will
reject any word that is preached on poverty. Someone from
the poverty camp will reject a message on prosperity. In both
cases the Word of God does not feel at home. What I am
trying to say is that no matter what God is saying, His Word
has to feel at home amongst us. Whether He is putting an
emphasis on how He wants to bless and prosper us, or on
how He wants us to be willing to give everything we have, as
they did in Acts 2 and Acts 4, the Word of God should be at
home.

We cannot  pick and choose only what  we are
comfortable with. Whether it is a power manifestation God is
bringing or a message of repentance, what God is speaking
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even when they prophesy hard things. I know there are
prophecies like this about America. One of the cities that some
of the prophets have prophesied against with condemnations
is Hollywood. I have to say, on the basis of some of what has
been said, and the accuracy of timing, I cannot totally reject
these words. At the same time, where is the New Testament
aspect? Where is the message of redemption and hope?

I am trying to help you understand and to hear the Word
of God. Even when it comes without grace, there is sometimes
still a part there that we can accept. There may be other parts
that do not fit in, but we do always need to reject the whole,
even though we do not always accept the whole.

In the Old Covenant the whole had to be accepted, but
then the prophet had to be accurate. If he was not he was
considered to be a false prophet and he was to be stoned.
Today we have the message of redemption and reconciliation
fulfilled in Christ, and we are no longer under that law. Neither
are the prophets, and so we can weigh up what they bring and
receive that which lines up with God’s Word. We should filter
everything through the lens of the New Covenant we have in
Christ.

Finally, God also speaks to us in meetings through
conversations while we have fellowship. I talked earlier
on of how this can happen as we greet one another. Rather
than simply going and saying, “How are you doing, what do
you think of the elections?” talk to each other around the Word

We should filter everything through
the lens of the New Covenant
we have in Christ.

powerfully to me. There was no issue of how good her voice
was, it ministered to my soul.

God also speaks through the prophets. This happens
in the New Testament as well as the Old Testament. For
example, He spoke through Agabus to Paul - Acts 21:10, 11.
We do, however, need to judge the prophet’s word by the
Word of God and, if it is not in conflict with the Word of God,
we can receive it. I know that there are weird prophets and I
know that even some of the accurate prophets can miss it.
We do still prophesy in part, but that does not reduce the
validity of this means that God uses to speak to us.

One of the most embarrassing things that I saw a man
go through in this respect was back in California some years
ago. If I mention this prophet’s name you would probably all
have heard of him. We were sitting in the first or second row
and this man said to this couple sitting in the second row,
“Stand up.” They stood up and he started prophesying and
said, “You are husband and wife…” and the pastor had to run
up and tell him that actually, those two people did not know
each other. That was simply how the seating arrangements
worked out. So I know the prophets can be wrong sometimes
but this will be the exception is the gifting is valid.

If, however, what they say is in accordance with the
Word of God, we must receive the word. Sometimes the
prophets can say hard things and they must learn to say them
in an encouraging way. There are unfortunately prophets today
who have not understood the difference between New
Testament and Old Testament prophets. Many of them are
creating havoc in the body of Christ and we are missing the
Word of God because they come with condemnation.

The prophets of the Old Covenant very often came with
condemnation. They often brought the judgement of God, but
the prophets of the New Testament always came with hope,
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of God, but do that without being super spiritual. Let your
conversation be natural and flow from a heart in which the
Word of God feels at home.

God has things to say to us corporately and He has things
to say to us individually. In John 16:12 Jesus said, “I have
much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all truth.” Many times we are not ready, but the Spirit of
God wants to communicate those things to us. He wants to
tell us what He is doing. In John 10:3-4 Jesus said, “He calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his
sheep follow him because they know his voice.” His sheep
hear His voice and they follow Him.”

He is a speaking God. He wants to show us where He is
taking us. He has things to tell us about solutions to our
problems. He wants to show us as a church where we are
going. Our part is to learn to listen and respond appropriately
to what we hear.
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Come To Co-operate

Another reason we come together is to co-operate with
God. In other words, we come to obey what He says. In John
14:15 Jesus says that if we love Him we will obey Him. If we
love Him we will obey what He says to us. When we come
together in our corporateness, God wants us to obey Him
corporately, together, in what He says to us in the meetings.

So we should not come to meetings with a mindset that
says, “I have problems, I need a word from God.” We should
come in saying, “I do have some problems and it would be
great to hear a word from God, but those problems would be
sorted out if He would speak to us corporately and if we get
into the perfect will of God, in our corporateness.” God can

If we love Him we will obey
what He says to us.
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There is, however, such a dishonouring of God in that.
It is horrendous that leaders feel that they have to become
manipulative to get people to come to meetings. The reason
for coming to meetings is because God is going to show up.
He is going to be there, and we have to show people this truth
from the Word of God. That is all the reason anyone needs to
be there. I do not ever want to join the ranks of those who
manipulate people into coming to meetings. We simply need
to teach people what it is to co-operate with God.

The leadership of the church that I was a part of in Los
Angeles did not know what was going to happen on the 11th
of September 2001. Three months beforehand they announced
to the congregation that they felt God wanted them to pray
and fast and they started a week before that happened. It
was during that fast, when they were coming together every
single night to pray, that it happened. They had responded to
God. They were co-operating with Him. That means to obey
Him.

Secondly, co-operating with God means doing things His
way. In John 5:19 Jesus said that He only did what He saw
His Father doing. Thirdly, it means to enter into partnership
with Him. 1 Corinthians 3:9 says that we are God’s fellow
workers. To co-operate with God simply means that we get
into partnership with God.

To co-operate with God simply means
that we get into partnership with God.
It means doing things His way.

sort out personal problems very quickly when we are working
together and we are all obeying God.

We see some of that in Acts 2 and Acts 4. These
believers brought their money and laid things down as they
saw people had need. The corporate group was responding
to God and many had their personal needs met immediately.
Their personal needs would not have been met immediately if
the corporate group were not responding to God. If there were
some who were refusing to share what they had and to make
their goods available, they would not have been able to help
some who were in need. Some would not have had their needs
met that quickly. If the corporate feeling was not one of caring,
those problems would remain longer.

The testimony of those early believers was that there
were no needy people among them. It sounds impossible that
there would not even be one person in the meeting with needs,
but that is what the Bible says. It is not saying they never had
needs again, but it does say that their needs were met because
there was a corporate response to God, a co-operating with
God.

This response was not one that was extracted by
manipulative leaders. This is an attitude that willingly responds.
It is the attitude that God wants us to have today. So, when
the leaders believe that God has called us to a week of prayer
with some fasting, we all come into a place of agreement with
that. Even those who battle to fast can be counted on to join
in. We also show up for prayer during that time, unless we
genuinely cannot be there. There is no legalism in that. In fact,
it is in part because of congregations that stopped responding
to God that leaders did became legalistic and manipulative
and started coercing people, or made them feel guilty for not
coming to meetings.
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Co-operating with God is the way to true friendship
with Jesus. Look at John 15:14-15:

“You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand. I no longer call you servants, be-
cause  a  servant  does  not  know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called
you friends, for everything that I learned
from my Father I have made known to
you.”

He talks to us because He wants to tell us what He is doing.
As we hear what He has to say, we co-operate with Him and
enjoy the sense of partnership with Him - doing what He is
doing and doing it His way.
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Section Six

What The Church
Should Be Doing
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Radical Salvations

After looking at a range of issues related to the
restoration of the tabernacle we come now to this question:
what then should the Church be doing? How do we make sure
that we do not remain the same? We cannot cover this
extensively, but I would like to close this book with a few
brief chapters on some of the most pertinent things that we
should be doing.

First of all, and this is such an obvious thing, the Church
should be getting people radically saved. We are to help our
people to understand that we are here on this planet to get
people saved. We are not here to make them comfortable.
They are the reason why the Church is still on the earth. If
there were no unsaved people we would not need to be here
any longer.

We are here on this planet
to get people saved.
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who had an ‘inner healing ministry’ in the New Testament or
the Old Testament. I found no one. I also looked to see who
had a ‘deliverance ministry’ in the Old or New Testaments?
Again, I found no one. These things happened, but there was
no one who had a specialised ministry around them. How then
did people receive inner healing and deliverance? It happened
through the body. When did demons come out of people? It
took place during the preaching.

You may ask then, whether there is any room for giving
someone a little more specialised time? Yes, there are
occasions where that is necessary, but there is no Biblical basis
for the extent to which people have specialised in these in the
past. The endless, endless deliverance sessions that involve
conversations with the demons have no precedent in Scripture
either. Jesus did not have conversations with these things.

On one or two occasions He asked for a name, but on
most occasions He would not even allow them to speak. He
has given all believers authority over demons, not only to a
few who have a special ‘ministry of deliverance.’ All believers
have this authority and we are able to deal with them as He
did.

I do not like the term ‘inner healing’ anymore. Isaiah
53:4 (KJV) tells us that Jesus has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows. That is related to the cross of Christ. From Isaiah
61, we know that the Spirit of the Lord is upon us and that
He has anointed us. One of the results of that anointing is that
we are able to set captives free. So, demons must come out,
but this needs to happen more while we are preaching rather
than in a ‘specialised’ setting. A part of the reason it does not
happen during the preaching is that we do not have a mindset
that fully accommodates the supernatural. We have a small
mindset that may put up with a little bit of this, but it is at the

Most saints feel that they are the reason that the Church
exists, and they make demands on leaders and complain when
they do not get what they want. “You did not feed us well
enough, you are not preaching well, the music did not go the
way I wanted it to, we did not sing enough hymns, we sang
too many choruses, we sang too many hymns. I am not coming
back.” That kind of attitude has missed the point altogether.
It is an attitude that believes the Church is here for them. It is
not; it is here to get people saved. Radically saved.

Someone once asked me about how deliverance fitted
into the context of a radical salvation? I believe that
deliverance is a part of the culture of miraculous signs and
wonders that we should have present in the Church, so is inner
healing. I also believe that people do need to be delivered or
healed where necessary. So, as we see people radically saved
we may have some inner healing and deliverance, where it is
needed, in the process of that salvation. That is in the Bible.
Both deliverance and inner healing, however, are aspects of
our salvation that have been given an overemphasis and have
subsequently been mishandled in the body.

There was a time when I was very involved in deliverance
and inner healing. There was always a long line of people
waiting, and my diary was full. For years and years I would
start at about 6 o’clock in the morning and finish about 11:30
at night. Then I got back to the Bible and started to look at

Most saints feel that they are the reason
that the Church exists.  It is not;
it is here to get people saved.
Radically saved.
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repentance. I remember saying something like this, “God, I
do not even know if You exist. I have never argued about
Adam and Eve. I do not even know if there was an Adam and
Eve. I have never even been involved in the evolution versus
creation debate. I have been too busy with other things in life
to get taken up with that stuff. But I want to say this; if You
can do what this man says, I want it. I want that. But, God, if
You exist I cannot now play another hypocrite’s game. I cannot
put a Bible under my arm and start acting as if I am some holy
saint. It has to be real. That is what I long for. That is what I
want.”

God saw a young man who was an alcoholic and involved
in all those things that were occultic, but He saw that this man
was sincere and meant business, and He delivered me. I have
never touched another drop of alcohol, I have never smoked
another cigarette and I have never sworn again, not even the
little word that holds water back at the end of a river.

If we will only get people radically saved. Yes, there may
be times where there is a need for some inner healing and
deliverance, so please do not think that I do not believe in
those. I do believe it is in the Bible, but I believe more of it
should be happening in the corporate life of the church.
Anything that makes a person depend upon me is not Biblical,
no matter what I try to say. We get people delivered or healed
because that will help them stand on their own two feet and
trust Christ and not me. Making these events into a specialised
ministry has made people dependant on the ministry, and it
has eroded our understanding that much of this actually comes
with salvation when we truly repent.

end of the meeting and it has to be when we are invited and
no one must make it noisy.

I am convinced, however, that we will need very little
inner healing and very little deliverance if we had genuine
repentance. I came from a background where my father would
not speak to me and I did not speak to him. If we had words,
either he was rebuking me or I had to ask him for something
related to school. That is how I grew up. My dad and I had
nothing to do with each other. My father rejected me.

I have a background where every schoolteacher was
brought into the headmaster’s office with my parents sitting
there, and every one of the teachers, except one, wanted me
out of the school. To them I was nothing but trouble. Basically,
all authority figures in my life rejected me.

One of the things I was very involved in was Karate. I
did Karate for about eight years, seven days a week, twice a
day. I became a black belt and I had two Karate clubs of my
own. In one of the Karate clubs that I trained in, they used to
practice astral projection (out of body experiences) and other
things that were in reality occultic practices that open you to
demons. That is where I slept; it was my home. I lived in the
club for years.

Even with all that, I have never had deliverance. Never!
The night I was saved, however, I repented thoroughly. I meant
business with God and there was a genuine depth to my

I am convinced, however, that we will
need very little inner healing and
very little deliverance if we had
genuine repentance.
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and pray and fast about it, we simply do it. That applies to
every individual and we need to make sure we are properly
joined to a local church. It also applies to local churches in
that they should be in a proper relationship with an Apostolic/
Prophetic team. These are not things we need to go and pray
about or get counsel on; we simply do them because they are
in the Bible. All of us have to take whatever we believe and
make sure that it fits in with the Bible. Simply make the
necessary adjustments. It does not need to be discussed or
fasted and prayed about for the next twenty-five years.

People tell me they stay in a particular church because
God has not led them out of it, but the pastor smokes, he lies,
he fools around with other women, he does not have faith, or
he is not even saved. How can they say that God has not told
them to leave? What do they think the Word of God says?
We are supposed to imitate the faith of our leaders - Hebrews
13:7. If they do that, then if the leader does not believe, why
should they? If he smokes, so can they. If he is abusing the
opposite sex, so can they, because they imitate his faith. This
is obviously not the way God wants it.

So, we need to get people thoroughly grounded in the
Word of God. Then they will be able to actually discern for
themselves, because they know what is in the Word. We should
not have to always be explaining. The best place for this to
happen is in the Church and not at a Bible College or a
seminary. We want to get them trained in the life of the church.

When people are thoroughly grounded
in the Word of God, they will be able to
discern for themselves, because they
know what is in the Word.
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Grounded In The Word

The second thing we need to be doing as the Church is
making sure that people are thoroughly grounded in the Word;
the whole counsel of God. The whole counsel of God means
everything: heaven, hell, tithes, offerings, blessings and
sacrifice, prosperity as well as things I have to pay the price
on. Everything that is in the Word.

In Matthew 4:4 Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man
does not live on bread alone, but on every word (not most
words, not some words that you choose, every word) that
comes from the mouth of God.” I do not need a special
revelation to stop lying. I do not need God to come and prove
to me that lying is not good. I do not need God to come and
say, “Listen My son, I do not think you should commit adultery
anymore. I want to give you a personal revelation of how bad
this thing is.” No, we do not handle truth that way. If it in the
Bible then that is good enough and we simply do it.

When God says do something, we do it. When God says
stop doing something, we stop doing it. We do not need to go
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I realise that not every church can afford to do this. They
may not have the money for the personnel and books and
whatever else is required. That is why we started the
International Theological Correspondence Course, ITCC. We
want people to be grounded in the Word but we do not want
to have take them out of the life of their church into something
that is unrelated to life, where you lose their ministry in order
to achieve that. Something like ITCC serves the churches and
helps them to ground the people in the Word.

We do not simply want to give people diplomas or degrees,
although there are times when these help to open the doors
that God wants us to go through. Diplomas and degrees are
no good when they are unrelated to life and ministry. The
bottom line remains – that we use every means at our disposal
to make sure that the people are thoroughly grounded in the
Word of God.
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Participating In Church
Life

The third thing that we need to be doing as the Church
is to make sure that everyone is integrated in a healthy,
wholesome way into the life of the church. That needs to be
true for everyone of us, especially leaders. We cannot get
people integrated in a healthy, wholesome way into the life of
the church if we are not integrated ourselves. In fact, we cannot
teach them to do any of these things that the Church should
be doing if they are not already true in our lives. We cannot
get people thoroughly grounded in the Word of God if we are
not grounded. We cannot get people radically saved if we are
not radically saved or if we still have of areas of compromise
in our lives.

I have always said that Christians, who are refreshing,
enthusiastic and well-balanced, who are not weird, religious,
oppressed or legalistic, are one of the greatest attractions for
getting people integrated into the life of the church. We are
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We do not want anything stopping God’s flow. We want
generous people who are obedient with their finance.

When we visit an area I want the people on team with
me to offer to pay for every meal that they go to with the
people of that city or country. I want them to pay their own
airfare and, if they are given something, to insist on paying.
We have to be salt and light. Most preachers expect that when
they are in your city that you should pay for the meal. We
have to reverse that.

One of the aspects of being a true priest that we need to
teach the people is how to lead people to Jesus Christ. This
has to go beyond simply sharing their testimony. It can start
with that, but what happens when they sit down with someone
who really is an intellectual and who has studied everything
that Darwin and others have ever said. They should at least
be able to have some kind of good conversation with them.
People in the world are not ignorant and we need to offer
them genuine help. We cannot answer all the questions, and
there are some questions that do not need to be answered,
such as, “Where did God come from?” Some things we have
to accept by faith. I actually think that it takes more faith to
be an evolutionist than it takes to believe that God created
everything.

At the same time, we need to equip the people to tackle
the difficult challenges with confidence in the power of the
gospel. We also need a priesthood that is free and released to
minister effectively in all aspects of church life.

failing miserably when people come in the door and they meet
these weird people who greet them with, “It is so nice to see
you, glory to God. What do you think about satan? And, before
you come in, was your father ever involved in freemasonry?”

Excuse the exaggeration, but I have been into churches
where they do not know me and it has been almost as bad as
that. I have also walked into churches and greeted people
and they have ignored me and continued in their holy huddles.
Most people in the world are reasonably friendly to each other.
Often they are friendlier than we are to those who come into
the life of the church.

So, get people integrated. Make sure that the people
who are greeters, ushers or car park attendants do not have
badges and titles. Simply let normal, well integrated people
go out there and make people welcome.

True Priests

The fourth thing that we need to be doing as the Church
is to equip the people to be true priests who are able to
minister. Once again, we have to ensure we become true
priests in order to be able do this. If we are going to make
people true priests, then they have to understand they are salt
and light. They have to know how to operate in the gifts of
the Spirit. That will not happen if they have leaders who do
not operate in the gifts of the Spirit. As leaders we are not
only to preach about this, we are to be examples.

In the same way, I would not have a leader on team with
me who does not tithe. I do not ask them personally to tell me
whether they tithe. I simply ask them not to accept an invitation
to come onto team with us if they are not generous and if they
do not tithe. We need millions to fulfil the Great Commission.



EQUIPPED, MATURE AND FREE / 229228 / EQUIPPED, MATURE AND FREE

I sat in my office some time ago with a man, an American,
who had been to Malawi, which is one of the poorest countries
in the world with one of the highest death rates through AIDS.
There is a revival that is taking place in Malawi. It has been
going on for years and years - real, genuine revival. He said
something like this, “When I was there I realised that there
was so much that I could do there. I want to go back.”

We need to take our people and expose them and be
thankful to God that they are not going to simply go to some
missionary organisation and get swallowed up and killed
spiritually. They are going to have the support of their local
church and a trans-local team. It has to work in the local and
the trans-local for all of our people. If they cannot afford to
go to another country, then encourage them to go when there
is a church plant down the road.

The sixth thing that we need to be doing as the Church
is to help people to mature. To me, one of the major aspects
of maturity is thatpeople can depend on Christ without a leader
being there. Maturity means that they can take responsibility
for their own sins, their own choices and that they stop blaming
others. Maturity also means that they no longer always want
to have their own way and all the glory.

The seventh thing that we need to be doing as the Church
is to keep people free. I come out of an alcoholic background
and, for a season, I was a minister with a movement that totally
forbade all liquor. To them, liquor was the same as the devil

One of the major aspects of maturity is
that people can depend on Christ
without a leader being there.
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Equipped, Mature And Free

The fifth thing that we need to be doing as the Church is
to work out everything in both a local and a trans-local
context. There are one or two comments I want to make about
this to leaders. If you relate to an Apostolic/Prophetic team
(and you should) then you should be encouraging your people
to come with us when there are outreaches into other cities,
other towns, other villages and other countries. Get them
exposed in situations where they can minister.

I remember taking the first group of Australians across
to Africa after I had moved to Australia. They went out to the
villages and people who had never seen a miracle outside of
demons coming out while I preached, or had never seen a
miracle in their lives outside of somebody being saved, were
seeing wonderful miracles happen through their ministry. They
were praying and seeing blind eyes opened and people who
could not walk being able to walk. All I had done was create
an opportunity, outside of their local context, where they could
minister.
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Jesus does not always say the same thing to every
person. On some issues He has an application that is specific
for each one of us. He only ever told one person to sell
everything that they had, give it to the poor, and then to follow
Him. We cannot make that the rule. Jesus treated people as
individuals. The law said that the woman who was caught in
adultery should be stoned to death, and yet Jesus did not do
that. He treated her as an individual.

We need to learn to do the same when we apply the
Word of God. Treat people as individuals and keep people
free from legalism and licentiousness. Do not use the Word or
other rules and regulations to put them in bondage. Keep them
free.

We must not use the Word or other
rules and regulations to put people
in bondage. Keep them free.

and Christians were never allowed to drink liquor. In one of
the churches I went to pastor while I was in that movement,
right after I had preached on the first night we were with a
small group of the people. A good looking, massive, well-built
body building hunk came up and grabbed me. He put his arms
around me and squeezed me and said, “Man, I feel so great
after what you shared with us, I am going home with my wife,
we are going to open a bottle of champagne and we are going
to celebrate tonight!”

Everything religious inside of me was going to say,
“What, celebrate with champagne!” Before I could, the Spirit
of God said to me, “Teach the Word and I will take care of
these other things.” Then He said to me, “You get up and tell
these people that there are no rules in this church.” Well, I
was bombarded. I was accused of bringing in a ‘greasy grace’
and a ‘sloppy agape,’ but I could see that there was no value
in keeping people believing that they are saintly because they
have restrictions, when they are actually carnal. Let them see
it and let God deal with it.

I eventually had to leave that denomination because I
spoke in tongues. Their discipline, their rules and articles of
faith forbade that. Their ‘constitution’ killed the life of God in
their midst.

Let me say a word on that. When somebody does
something related to life in the church, we should not be
referring to what our constitution says about that. A
constitution is for keeping us legal and honest from the world’s
point of view, and we need to do that, but the constitution
cannot be what governs the church. Put it in the bottom drawer
of your desk for when the law wants to find out how you do
things, but live in the liberty that the Bible teaches us. That is
what we refer to when it comes to determining behaviour in
the church.
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I encourage you to do that in your church; treat all the
people, from age five to one-hundred-and five, as if they are,
or can be leaders. When you preach, make your preaching an
opportunity to counsel, to give solutions to problems. That is
what I want when I listen to someone. I do not want people
to preach at me, but I appreciate counsel. Then I know that I
am being treated as someone who can do it. There is no
differentiation between the ‘will be’s’ and the ‘will not be’s,’
those who can make it and those who will not make it.

Treat people as if they could all be leaders so that, when
the church grows and God says it is time for more leaders, we
can do it the Bible way. We will not have to look around then
at the Bible colleges, because we have raised up the pastors
and leaders in our own ranks.

All that has been discussed in this book relates to aspects
of the restoration of David’s Tabernacle. This aspect of raising
up and releasing leadership is a key aspect and deserving of a
far more discussion than has been given here. That I will cover
in another publication, but I trust that what we have covered
so far in this book will already prove helpful and will contribute
in some way to your own journey in fulfilling God’s destiny
for your own life and for His church.
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Preparing And Releasing
Leaders

One final aspect of what we need to be doing as the
Church is that we prepare all of God’s people for leadership,
so that God has a pool to fish in. Do not relate to people as if
some are non-leaders and others are the leaders. Treat
everyone as if they are leaders. When I have started churches,
or have gone into churches to take over the leadership, from
the first week or two we start a leadership training course
and we invite the whole church. Every Sunday, everything I
am preaching, I preach so that they can become leaders. Then
I invite those who are responding and who are giving it their
all to something a little more intense.

I do not normally make the choices; they do. The choice
is simply this: every one is invited, I hope every one is going
to be a leader, but those who do not make the choices to
participate and make the adjustments required are choosing
not to be leaders.


