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INTRODUCTION

My dad always used to say to me that if you want New Testa-
ment results, you’ve got to build according to the New Testa-
ment pattern. I love that because if we’re serious about seeing
the kind of fruit in our day that we see in the New Testament
we’ve got to be intentional in building according to the Word of
God.

I love the book of Acts. I’m sure you do too. It inspires and
challenges and encourages me. But it also causes me to question
many of the things we’re involved in. It tells me to stick to the
plan of God rather than get distracted with ‘our thing’.

Here are some things I see clearly when I read the book of
Acts.

1. God reigns

A lot of us need to hear this right now, again and again! Despite
circumstances, this God we serve reigns!
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2. Without His presence and His power, we can do nothing

If Jesus is not setting us on fire then our fire will go out!

3. The gospel is the power of salvation

The message God has given us is good enough to bring salvation
to the world! We don’t need to add or take away or tweak it or
make it more inspiring or interesting. It has everything we need
to get the job done!

4. God wants His Church to grow in a certain way

There is a certain kind of growth that God is looking for. He
wants us to grow and multiply as churches, but He is also ex-
pecting His people to mature. We’ll be talking about that in
this short book.

5. The Church was willing to work hard

It’s not all up to God and it’s not all up to us. We must do what
we’re called to and God will do what He says He will do. When
we work together, we get the job done and become the Church
God has called us to be. The early church was willing to work
hard and also to implore God to intervene on their behalf.

6. Prayer is unstoppable

We see the early church pray so many times and when they pray,
they pray! We see results outside of their meetings when they
prayed!
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7. We must let go of the comfortable

The early church had to let go of the comfortable and familiar
in order to fully follow Jesus and advance His gospel.

8. The message of the Church was Jesus

Please hear this. The message of the Church in the New Tes-
tament was not political. It was not social. They didn’t try
to legislate morality. They weren’t an activist movement. In-
stead they preached Jesus. “Jesus is Lord” was not a political
statement, even if it was misconstrued as such by others, who
claimed that Caesar was Lord. Politics and activism have their
place, but the message of the Church is Jesus.

9. They were passionate about seeing people saved

The whole church was passionate about this, not just the evan-
gelists.

10. The crowd’s opinions always changed, and that’s a warning

The early church focused on Jesus, knowing that people always
change their opinions and that going with the crowd always ends
in disaster. If Jesus is not setting us on fire then our fire will go
out! Anything else setting us on fire will never last!

11. The Church is NOT the center of God’s plan

It’s not the Church, but Jesus who is the center of God’s plan.
The scriptures are very clear on this. God loves His Church and
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Jesus bought our redemption on the cross, but He is the center
of God’s plan. It’s not about us but about Him and we are
involved in His plan and part of it.

You will note that these points converge into one person:
Jesus. If we want to see New Testament results we must build
on the New Testament pattern. The pattern starts and ends
with Jesus. Our revelation of Christ, therefore, is the foundation
of what we’re doing.

In this very short book I’ll be highlighting what a New Tes-
tament church looks like in our day, focusing on four specific
things: A right view of Jesus and our identity in light of Him
(chapter 1) and then how God wants us to gather, to grow, and
to go (chapters 2 to 4). This book is not meant to be exhaustive
and is not a theological treatise on church structure. However,
it is designed to get you thinking and get you going. For more
detailed books on our apostolic-prophetic model as NCMI and
the value of the translocal, have a look at our other growing re-
sources on ncmi.net that unpack these in more detail. You can
also access the video series that this book is based off at our
New Covenant Ministries International Youtube channel.
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CHAPTER 1

A RIGHT VIEW OF JESUS

If we want to live in the plan of God, we’ve got to stick to
the purposes of God. We’ve got to keep doing what He said,
coming back to this again and again. We so easily get busy with
everything else, but that is a dangerous thing to do.

Matthew 16:13–18

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi,
He asked His disciples, “Who do people say the Son
of Man is?”

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”

15 “But what about you?” He asked. “Who do you
say I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.”
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17 Jesus replied, ”Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

This passage highlights what is important to Jesus and what is
NOT important to Him, that we make important.

Firstly, we can see that Jesus was not too concerned
about public opinion. He didn’t ask His disciples who people
were saying the Son of Man is so he could poll the results and fig-
ure out the best way forward. For one thing, He was well aware
of what people were saying about Him. He not only understood
their words but knew their heart and their motives. But Jesus
wanted to see what the disciples were seeing and hear what the
disciples were hearing. Perhaps, if I were Jesus, I would have
first called down some fire and thunder and killed a few people
and then asked this question. “That ought to prove it to them!”
But Jesus is never like that.

So why did Jesus want to know what they were hearing and
thinking? Maybe they were doubting and questioning. Maybe
they were believing what other people were saying. Maybe that’s
why their answers seem vague. Maybe they were wondering if
there was some truth to what other people were saying about
Jesus, that perhaps He was a mere sideshow attraction and not
the One who is appointed heir of all things, the One who is the
radiance of God’s glory; the exact representation of God’s being
(Hebrews 1:3). Maybe that’s why they talk about Jeremiah or
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the Son of Man being “one of the prophets”—perhaps some of
them were wondering if Jesus is just a good guy doing good
things. We don’t know exactly why Jesus asked this question,
but what we do know is He wasn’t trying to win the respect of
the press or hoping to draw a bigger crowd at His next public
event. The opinions of the crowds were irrelevant to His number
one goal, to remain obedient to the Father.

What we also do know from this passage is that Jesus wants
us to have our own revelation of who He is. The key question
Jesus asks is therefore actually the second one: “Who do you
say I am?”

This is written not just as a story, but as a question to you
and I. Who do you say Jesus is? Let your response not just be
like Peter’s response. Let it not be something you’ve heard or or
something you’ve learned. Let it not be what your church says
or what an apostle or evangelist says, or a pastor, or a teacher,
or a prophet. Let it not be what your parents say. Let it not be
what some podcast says or what NCMI says or what some guy
on a Youtube video says or what some best-selling book says.
But let it be your response, your ongoing revelation that this
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Jesus is still asking you and I this question today. This reve-
lation of deity matters most. Our revelation of Christ determines
everything we are and ever will be. If we don’t see Jesus as God
but just see Him as some message or a philosophy or an add-on
then everything we are involved in will downplay and obscure
who Jesus really is. The Church cannot function without this
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revelation. We can’t talk about the Church without this revela-
tion that He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Lord
and Savior of the world.

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah,” Jesus says to Peter.
“For this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by
my Father in heaven.” Peter didn’t get this from some man or
from some book or from some podcast, but he got this from the
Father in heaven. God might use books and people and podcasts
to bring the message of the gospel to us, but the revelation of
Christ comes from the Father.

OUR IDENTITY

After Peter’s revelation, Jesus tells him who he is and gives him
dignity and identity. Identity is something everyone struggles
with. We see it all over. It’s a global challenge. The devil’s job
is to get us to question identity and have us perform and prove
our identity. But here Jesus is saying to Peter, “Now that you
know who I am, I can tell you who you are.”

You and I will never know who we are until we know who
He is. And that affects everything. It affects how we live, how
we work, how we love, how we minister, and what we do every
day.

So let’s keep contending for who Jesus is. Let’s keep preach-
ing who Jesus is. We love to preach about who we are but we
can’t know who we are until we know who He is! So let’s preach
who Christ is and then we’ll all get to know who we are.

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
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build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
(vs 18.)

Note that Jesus says, “I will build my church”. Whose church
is it? Underline that “my” in your Bible. It’s Jesus’ Church!
This is the first time Jesus speaks about the Church in the scrip-
tures and in history. And that may be because He could only
speak about the Church once it was revealed that He is the
Christ. We can talk about the Church all the time, but if we
don’t tell people who Christ is, the Church cannot know who it
really is. Then no one will know who the Church is and we can
never function in the fullness of what God intended.

Some say that Jesus was saying that He would build His
church on Peter, but that’s not at all what is being said here.
That could not work. Anything built on a man cannot stand,
but anything built on Christ and by Christ will stand forever.

While we may agree with the theology that the Church is
not built on Peter, we sometimes build our local churches as if
the Church is built on a man anyway—namely, us. Your local
church is not built on you or some or other gift. It’s not built on
a prophet or an apostle. It’s not built on a pastor or a teacher
or an evangelist. It’s not built on a translocal team like NCMI.
It’s built on the revelation of Jesus. We can talk about the
characteristics of a New Testament church and get to concepts
and principles and thoughts, but if this truth about Jesus is not
taught, caught and preached, then your church will be built on
a man and your church has no hope and no future. Our only
hope is in Jesus.
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So we don’t build around others, we build around Jesus,
the chief cornerstone. Without Him the Church will be shaken.
Now we’ve seen the Church shaken and it probably should be
shaken until it goes back to being built on the Rock of Christ
alone! On this Rock, knowing who Jesus is, Christ then gives
the Church identity—a front-footed people who the gates of hell
cannot overcome.

Jesus then says in verse 19:

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

Here Jesus is speaking about duty and authority. I love that
Jesus entrusted His Church with the keys not to the Kingdom,
but of the Kingdom. Jesus is the key to the Kingdom. There
is no way into this Kingdom except through Jesus. But now He
is saying that He is entrusting you and I with this access, with
the responsibility to administrate this Kingdom here on earth
and give those keys to others through the gospel. Wow. I don’t
trust myself with a wheelbarrow and yet God gives me the keys
of the Kingdom? God is not interested in giving these keys to a
leader or your pastor, but to all of us! We’re ALL to release the
Kingdom here on earth!

“Whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven”
speaks of dominion and victory. We are not only called to vic-
tory, but are people of victory. And we have been given domin-
ion.
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His Church will succeed! Why?

1. It’s positioned and promised to succeed

Because it’s positioned to succeed, it’s been promised to succeed!
Jesus has promised it—but He is building it!

2. It’s in process

He didn’t say, “I’ve built my church” but said He will be involved
in its building. It’s a process. This is a verb, showing a contin-
uation. The Church is always in process, busy being built. It’s
good news that the Church that Jesus is building hasn’t been
finished, because it means that when we see all sorts of other
things going on, we know Christ is still bringing it into maturity
and building it!

3. It is possessed by Jesus

We’re His Church. He bought us with His blood and we belong
to Him.

4. It has the power to succeed

It’s His Church and so He is responsible for providing the re-
sources that will ensure ongoing success.

5. He has planned for it to succeed

He is the Lord of history and His plan is that this Church, His
one and only Church, will be victorious!
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THE BODY, THE BRIDE, THE BUILDING

When we read through scripture we see that the Church’s iden-
tity is often portrayed as:

1. A body, with Christ as its head

Being a body, there is a certain degree of emphasis on function.
The body needs every organ to function (as per 1 Corinthians
12) and so it is in the local church—every part needs to function
well.

2. A bride

Revelation 19:7–8

7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has
made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the
righteous acts of God’s holy people.)

(Also see Revelation 21:1–2).

We need to be reminded of this truth. The Church is the bride
of Christ which means the Church does not belong to men, to
pastors, to leaders, to translocal teams, or anyone else except
Christ. It also shows where our faithfulness as the Church lies—
to Christ. We are to be faithful to Him, not a ministry or a
region or a mandate or a leader, but to Jesus. Stay faithful to
Him.
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Does this mean we’re not faithful to anyone else? No.Â We
certainly do need to be faithful to who and what we are a part
of—our local church, the regions we work into, the call we have,
the group we’re part of, our leaders. But my point is that our
first allegiance and our ultimate faithfulness is to Christ. I’ve
seen some people so loyal and faithful to people and to a call that
they become disloyal and unfaithful to Christ. But if we can all
agree that our ultimate loyalty and faithfulness goes to Christ,
we’ll all be able to fulfill what God has called us to together.

3. A building

1 Peter 2

4 As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by
humans but chosen by God and precious to Him—
5 you also, like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:

”See, I lay a stone in Zion,

a chosen and precious cornerstone,

and the one who trusts in Him

will never be put to shame.”

God doesn’t live in a building but dwells in us, His Church. Yet
scripture likens the Church to a building and that the foundation
and cornerstone of the building is Christ. As 1 Corinthians 3:11
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says, “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

We are called to function but we are also called to fellowship,
and this speaks into how we are to fellowship with each other.
Peter goes on in the scripture quoted above to say in verse 17:
“Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers,
fear God…”

If we give attention to the revelation of Christ and then,
through that, the identity of who we are as the Church, then
regardless of what we are going through as the Church we will
love each other properly and stand. In fact, we’ll be strength-
ened and come out and thrive in the season God has for us. We
could just do some great things and have great churches, but
Jesus is not building those churches. Only IF Jesus is building
it and only IF we work according to the New Testament pattern
will we see the right cultures and characteristics develop in our
churches.

The first characteristic of a New Testament church, therefore,
is a right view of Jesus. Once we have our identity in that there
are three overarching characteristics we find in scripture. We
don’t have space to go into exhaustive detail in the subsequent
chapters, but this book is designed to get you going in your own
study.

These three are:

1. To gather

2. To grow
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3. To go

Let’s now uncover these.
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CHAPTER 2

TO GATHER

Gathering is still vital and strategic. The COVID-19 pandemic
in our time has challenged this in a big way and the predictions
are that these changes will stay and that far less people will
want to meet. But, we’ve got to find ways to meet and be part
of God’s Church in a local fellowship. It’s simply the pattern
we see in the Bible. The early church met from house to house
(Acts 2:46; 5:42), met publicly together in the synagogues and
later in other places, and this is still an important pattern in the
life of God. In their day they were under persecution and had to
meet secretly or possibly be killed, but yet they still met. You
can’t gather and connect from a distance. The tools online are
useful for many settings and meetings, but they are not useful
for everything.

Paul says to the Romans that he longs to be with them and
impart a spiritual gift to them (Romans 1:11). He realized that
even though he and his team could write these wonderful letters
packed with theology and insight and they could get these letters
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TO GATHER

to those churches, that the fullness of the life of God can only
truly be imparted through physical connection. Sure, today we
might have cameras on our phones and the internet so we can see
each other virtually like never before, but we’ve also got to be
together to connect. Hebrews 10:25 says we are not to forsake
the gathering of the saints as the Day approaches. The fact
of the matter is, there is nowhere in the scripture where Jesus
intimates that this will change.

We’ve got to utilize our time, discipling, gathering with peo-
ple, investing in people, connecting with groups and individuals.
It’s not just about preaching, but about community. No one can
be connected to the Head of the Church, but be disconnected
from the rest of His body. Connection doesn’t happen by log-
ging in once a week to a church service. We are planted into
the house of God, like a potted plant. There’s no backing away
from this! Once you are connected to Jesus, you can’t be sepa-
rate from His body. It’s true that we’re all part of the ecclesia,
the Church universal, if we’re saved. But we’re not talking about
the global Church, we’re talking about a local church. There’s
a need for us all to be connected to a local church, even with
its issues and imperfections. Connection happens through being
involved with each other. God has not called us to walk alone
with some big global body, but to walk with actual people in
real space and time. We have to be connected in a house, in the
house of God and we need to be planted in that house.

Psalm 92:12–14

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
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TO GATHER

they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon

planted in the house of the Lord,

they will flourish in the courts of our God.

They will still bear fruit in old age,

they will stay fresh and green.

We flourish when we’re planted. Everyone has to believe that
God has called them to the church they are in right now. You’re
not just a name on some membership list, but you are an active
part of a community.

When I ordain elders I ask them publicly if they believe that
they are called to be an elder for this body, this church for this
season. If they say no, then I cannot ordain them. If you were
in that church and they said no, you would say, “Well, what
are they doing here?” and you would agree they should not
be an elder in that church. But you, as well, should have that
revelation—that you’ve been called and added to that church.
It’s not just elders or deacons or leaders that God calls and adds
to a local church, it’s everyone in that local body!

Often God doesn’t plant us where we want to be but plants
us where He wants us to be. So we can’t keep looking over the
fence but have to look at our local church and ask where we fit
in. God put you there for a reason. Many people jump from
church to church, trying to find where ‘they fit’, yet they never
seem to fit in anywhere because they are looking for what suits
them, rather than where God wants to put them.
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Isaiah 41:19,20

I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the
myrtle and the olive.

I will set junipers in the wasteland, the fir and the
cypress together, so that people may see and know,
may consider and understand, that the hand of the
Lord has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has
created it.

There is more to the meaning of this verse, but I want to point
this out—not all of these plants belong in a desert and they
certainly don’t all belong together. Yet God puts them together.
He does the impossible. This is what He does with us. He puts
us where we wouldn’t think of being put together, makes us ‘fit’
and gets us to work together for His glory.

It’s the hand of the Lord that does this—this is a divine
thing! It’s not natural! We don’t go where we naturally fit but
where God has put us. And when we are there we get behind
what God is doing and we don’t leave until God tells us to. Can
you imagine if we all settled with where God has put us, how
strong the Church could be and how most of the issues in a local
church would get sorted out? Because we would all understand
that God put us there, to belong, we would know that we need
to work on those relationships.

It’s great to belong to a local body of believers. It’s great to
find a group of people where we fit; a community that recognises
our call and encourages it; a community with vision and people
of love. But we must remember that to belong means we are part
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of that community, it doesn’t mean that community exists for
us. In other words, we are to get behind what our local church is
doing and use our gifts for it, not expect the local church to get
behind what we’re doing and be all about our gift! Many desire
the benefit of community but few desire the responsibility that
comes with belonging to a community. A church is not all about
its leaders doing everything, and it’s not all about its people
doing it all either. It’s together. We all get behind the vision,
we all have a share in it and we all enjoy the rewards. That’s
what belonging is about.

A local church has been established by God in a specific time
and place to fulfill a specific purpose in and out of season. This
means that we’re not to look at what God is doing elsewhere and
try to copy, import and implement that into our local church. Be
blessed with what God is doing in other parts of the world, but
also be blessed with what He is doing in and through you and
your local church— support it and be a part of it! Don’t keep
thinking the grass is better somewhere else—there is nothing
wrong with your grass! So get back to the vision of your local
church and get behind what God is doing through that church.

PURPOSE TO OUR GATHERINGS

We’ve got to have a purpose to our gatherings. We want people
to come and be part of it, but a local church community is not
just about showing up and hugging each other. God wants us
to have friendship and He wants us to have function. He wants
us to be focused.
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TO GATHER

What is the purpose of our gatherings if we look at the New
Testament?

i. To encounter God

Sure, we probably all agree with this, but is it really happening?
Is this why we’re gathering together? Or are you calling the
people of your church together so you can offload your ministry?
Or want to enjoy a good song?

We gather to worship the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords. Not because we feel like it, but because He is worthy,
bought us at a price and calls us to worship Him. Many churches
don’t have a sense of the presence of God and therefore simply
don’t know how to worship Him. How can we express the deepest
feelings of our soul to honor, worship and revere our Lord, if we
have no sense of His presence? So a lot of people show up at our
gatherings without any expectation of engaging God.

God is not in buildings, we know that, but when we gather
there needs to be an expectancy that we are going to meet Him
together. We can all meet with God wherever we are at, but
there is certainly something different that happens when we all
come together and bring to the gathering what we’ve been car-
rying from the King, who we’ve encountered on our own. (See
1 Corinthians 14:26.) God has just made it that way.

I’ve heard it said that the heart of worship is so much more
important than the art of worship. I am all for doing things
better, but God is drawn to the heart not the art of our worship,
so let’s get our hearts right. I also heard someone say once
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TO GATHER

that you can’t find excellent corporate worship until you stop
trying to find excellent corporate worship and start to pursue
God Himself.

ii. To engage with each other

Worshiping and meeting online can work for a season, such as
during the Covid-19 pandemic, but God does want us to engage
each other in real life, face to face. We are to make time for
each other both for our meetings and outside of our meetings.
We come together to:

• Encourage each other

• Inspire each other

• Hear testimonies

• Have conversations

It’s not just about hearing a testimony “from the front” but
it’s about hearing them as we just talk to each other. (Having
said that, too many of us don’t share enough testimonies “from
the front” and this is sorely needed!) We don’t just need a few
good songs and some announcements and a preach, but we need
to engage and converse with each other. Sometimes I’m more
encouraged by those unplanned, unscheduled, brief, normal-life
conversations in the car park or over a drink of water, as we share
what God has been doing and how we are getting to know Him,
than I am by the preach…even if I’m preaching! You can’t do
that sort of thing online. God didn’t design things that way. We
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TO GATHER

need to hear what God is saying, not just through our leaders,
but through the community.

iii. To envision each other

Many people say that we emphasize vision too much, but the
Bible is clear that we need vision. Without vision the people
cast off restraint (Proverbs 29:18). So we do need to hear from
the leaders and the preachers. Part of that visionary role is
to bring vision through scripture and truth and to show people
how, through the revelation of Christ in a specific scripture, we
can go forth into the future.

iv. To equip each other

God wants to bring us all to a place of maturity. Ephesians 4
is clear that the purpose of the gifts is to mature the Church—
the local church. It’s not that our preachers tell us what to do
and what to think, but that we, ourselves, are equipped with
scripture and know how to handle it.

We need to understand that the Holy Spirit plays a major
role in equipping God’s people and growing the Church. We
need to make room for the Holy Spirit in our meetings.

v. To be discipled

From big to small gatherings we are to be discipled. Jesus left us
with the mandate to make disciples (Matthew 28:19). We come
to be enlarged, to be matured, to grow up. This means a lot of
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TO GATHER

what will be preached and taught will challenge us. Being told
to grow up is not easy, yet none of us grow up without being
challenged.

You can find a lot of churches that will tell you how awesome
you are, how awesome they are and how awesome everything is
and there are moments when we need to be encouraged with
that, but as a parent I can say that one of my biggest joys is
seeing my boys grow up. I’m not a good parent if all I ever tell
them is that everything is good. I’ve got to challenge them, not
to bring them down, but to see them grow up. How much more
does God want to see His Church grow up?

vi. To be enlisted

Part of our reasons for gathering is so that we can find our place
in it all. We know that everyone plays a part in the body of
Christ (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4) and so we’ve
got to help people find their role in the Church—not just a role
for public gatherings, but a role in that community, being part
of the body, part of the army of Christ.
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CHAPTER 3

TO GROW

There are many ways we could define what growth looks like in a
local church. Most people think growth has to do with numbers,
more people becoming a part of that church. There is a reality
to that, of course. We can see multiplication and growth in the
New Testament, but that’s not what I want to focus on here.

i. Spiritual growth

Many of us live in cultures where youth is praised. We are
encouraged to look younger, act younger, and be forever young.
This also seems to be in the Church. We’ve forgotten that the
point is to actually mature, to grow up in Christ. Ephesians 4
is clear on this.

I have a friend who shared this vision once at a meeting we
were in. He saw a bride dressed up beautifully in her wedding
dress, her face covered with a veil. The bridegroom came and
lifted the veil and underneath it was the face of a baby! He was
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angered and perplexed that this man was marrying a baby! And
he felt the interpretation of this was that if Jesus was to come
back for His Bride now, he would be getting a baby for a Bride.

That might disgust or anger you and that is probably the
point. Obviously, I’m not building a theology on this, but I am
saying that we have largely lost the idea that we are supposed
to grow up.

ii. Growth in communion

I’m not talking about breaking bread, but I’m talking about do-
ing life together and growing together. In the previous chapter
we looked at how God makes what doesn’t naturally fit together,
fit together. There’s an old saying that you can choose your
friends and you can leave your friends, but you can’t choose your
family—and even if you try and leave them, they’re still your
family! You are put into a family and, interestingly enough,
families are often composed of very different sorts of people.
The friction that can result grows us up. We learn to love un-
conditionally. I have three boys and believe me, they’re all very
different from each other—and Nicole and I. Sometimes they ir-
ritate me and I know I sometimes irritate them, but God has
put us together. He does this so we can all grow up, and He
does the same thing in the local church. He puts people in your
church and on your leadership team that will irritate you. The
local church is filled with people of different giftings, different
understanding, different perspectives and different ways of do-
ing things. That’s so that you can grow up! If you leave because
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you don’t like it, well, guess what? Wherever else you go it’s
going to end up being the same.

iii. Growth through each other

Ephesians 4:

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to
live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ
apportioned it. 8 This is why it says:

”When He ascended on high,

He took many captives

and gave gifts to His people.”

9 (What does “He ascended” mean except that He
also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He
who descended is the very one who ascended higher
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole uni-
verse.) 11 So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12
to equip His people for works of service, so that the
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body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back
and forth by the waves, and blown here and there
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of Him who
is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From Him the whole
body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work.

Honestly, this portion of scripture could not be more clear.
There are three things that keep us ‘as infants’ mentioned here:

A. Immaturity
B. Instability
C. Impressionability
The gifts that God has given us—the apostles, prophets,

evangelists, pastors, teachers—are not just for ministry but for
maturity.

With this backdrop we can see five things God is expecting
us to do in our churches, including our gatherings:

1. He wants us to be equipped (vs 12). Every individ-
ual needs to be equipped. A local church is a body of believers
and everyone should be functioning and playing their part in
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that body.
Being equipped is not just about practical ministry. We ac-

tually have plenty of that. People are trained on how to set
things up for our gatherings—how to set up the coffee, put out
the chairs, tear down afterwards, etc. All this is good and valu-
able as we pursue a heart of hospitality. But we also need to
be equipped in spiritual ministry. People need to learn how to
bring their gift to the body, ministering in the local church and
through the local church to the world.

2. He wants us to be edified (“built up” — vs 12).
This means to make strong—to make us vibrant and alive and
encouraged.

Never confuse movement with action. Just because we’re
moving doesn’t necessarily mean we’re actually going anywhere.

3. He wants us to be educated (vs 13). This doesn’t
mean we all need to have degrees or go to college. There’s noth-
ing wrong with those things, but that’s not what we’re all called
to. What the scripture is showing us here, is that we all need to
have knowledge in the Son and become richer in Him, which will
bring unity in the faith. It’s a full and experiential knowledge
of Christ, in hearts and our minds, soul and spirit. God wants
us to know Him truthfully.

4. He wants us to be enlarged (vs 13). God didn’t
save us to simply take us to Him but He saved us to make us
like Jesus.

Romans 8:29

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
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conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.

This goal has not changed and it will never change. This is what
it means to be enlarged.

5. He wants us to be established (vs 14). He doesn’t
want us to be easily impressionable, vacillating between this
and that—between Him and the world, going after fads, etc.
He wants us to be spiritually mature and strong. When we are
immature we struggle to settle down. We’re fickle and constantly
shifting, one moment this and another that. But maturity brings
with it a contentment and confidence; a rest and surety in the
Word of Christ and His promises. When tough times come we
can then hold fast to our Anchor and not be tossed to and fro
by the waves and all the ideas and philosophies out there.

Through revelation, the local church needs to grow warmer
through fellowship and relationship. The local church needs to
grow deeper through reproducing and discipleship. The local
church needs to be broader through responsibility and ministry,
the priesthood functioning together. There are three functions
of a priest: to offer sacrifices; to petition God on behalf of others;
and to represent God to others. We need to be these people.

When we grow up we grow out, having an impact that in-
creases and multiplies. It’s not just about more people joining
your church, but about more evangelism, more reaching out tak-
ing place.

We also need to mature in how we approach generations. We
need to see people, old and young, released. We’ve got to invest
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in each other.
A lot of the church is so focused on material growth. Yes,

we need finances and buildings and material things to function,
but we don’t get focused on those things. Maturity in Christ is
about spiritual growth. When we stand before Christ, remem-
ber, He is not going to pull out a calculator and add together
our ‘stuff’. He will rather weigh how much of Jesus is in all we
do. He’ll look at our maturity and what we left behind.
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TO GO

So many people are functioning and focusing on growth, but
with no real purpose to that growth. The purpose is often
simply to continue growing. Well, what kind of purpose is that?

We’ve been called to not just grow and have all sorts of
wonderful things and all sorts of wonderful relationships, but we
are called to open our hands, release, commission and to GO!
The purpose of growth is to go.

God is looking for churches who are open-handed to receive
from Him and release. As Charles Spurgeon said, ‘it’s the whole
business of the whole church to preach the whole gospel to the
whole world’. It’s not just the evangelist’s job.

This mission and this Great Commission never began with
us, but began in the heart of God. God is a missions-minded
God. If He was not, why did He send His son? The gospel
is a missions-minded message. Right through from Genesis to
Revelation, this is clear.

The local church is the center for world evangelism. The
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closer we get to Jesus, the more missional we will become.
There are three foundations that rest on Jesus that help form

our mission.

1. He is a compassionate God

The description of God’s love in that famous verse, John 3:16,
needs to be heard by the Church again.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

Coupled with Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

It’s a love so incomprehensible that it surpasses knowledge; a
love so indiscriminate that it would be given to the worst of
sinners; a love so extravagant, so exhaustive. It’s a love not for
the chosen few, the ones we like and the regions we prefer, but
for the whole world. He does not want ANY to perish (2 Peter
3:9). He is a God who “wants ALL people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4.)

It’s an expressive love. God expressed His love by giving us
His Son, by an act of doing. This Saviour, His Son that He gave,
is the only one who can deal with the problem of sin and the
only salvation offered to the whole world. It is simply by faith
in the finished work of Christ that we enter salvation.
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This is a compelling message, friends. As Paul wrote in
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes:
first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” He was compelled to share
this gospel—obligated and eager, as he expresses in the previous
two verses.

14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks,
both to the wise and the foolish. 15 That is why I am
so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in
Rome.

And as he also said in 1 Corinthians 9:16:

For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since
I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not
preach the gospel!

2. We are a commissioned people

We’ve been authorized by the power of Jesus Christ. All au-
thority in heaven and earth was given to Him, and we have been
authorized by Him to go. This is all being accomplished by the
plan and purpose of Christ. He has assured us that as we go He
will be with us—His presence will be with us. We are not going
alone.

We are called to grow and we are called to go. That is a
New Testament Church. We are called to influence and impact
those around us. We are called to reach cities. We are called to
reach neighborhoods. We are called to reach nations. It’s all of
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these. Don’t be so consumed with the nations that you neglect
your own house, your neighborhood, your city; and don’t be so
consumed with your own house, your neighborhood, your city
that you forget that nations are waiting for this gospel.

God never told the world to go to the Church, but He did tell
the Church to go to the world! That’s what a New Testament
church is all about. Jesus did not leave us a theology to wrestle
over, as important as theology is. But He left us a commission—
to go and make disciples. When you read scripture you see that
heaven won’t rest until this gospel is global. You see heaven has
prepared a way for the gospel. You see that heaven provides the
guide for this gospel.

I’ve heard it said that the mark of a great church is not its
seating capacity, but its sending capacity. I wonder how many
of us will focus on the seats and how we can get people on those
seats versus how many of us focus on getting people off those
seats and released. We are to be the Church all the time, not
just Sundays. We are an apostolic people. Let’s be the Church
that Jesus has called us to be—sustained by His life and walking
in His victory; proactive and knowing Jesus, receiving revelation
of who He is. Let’s not build our thing and ask God to be in it,
but let’s get back to making sure we’re part of what Jesus has
pulled us into.

Live sent. Don’t be sent, but live sent.
Let’s gather, let’s grow up with purpose to go. Let’s see

His Church thrive and walk in the bigness and the fulfillment of
what He has promised. The best is yet to come!
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