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WATCH THIS ON VIDEO

OR LISTEN TO THE PODCAST

This book is based on a series of videos by Tyrone Daniel, available at 

ncmi.net. You can also subscribe to the NCMI Global Podcast where 

audio versions of the video are available.



CHAPTER 1:

INTRODUCTION

Being a Christ-centered people is one of the most important subjects

we,  as  believers,  should  talk  about.  I  am  convinced  the  greatest

privilege  a  believer  has  is  to  know  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  our  life’s

greatest pursuit.  This is our greatest joy. And our greatest goal is to

bring glory to Jesus. 

As you look through scripture,  which is the basis  of  everything we

believe, you realise very quickly that Jesus is the central theme right

from Genesis  to Revelation.  If  we claim to be Bible-based then we

need  to  emphasize  what  the  Bible  emphasizes,  and  that  is  Jesus

Christ.  The  Old  Testament  is  all  about  the  anticipation  of  Jesus’

coming. The Gospels are all about His incarnation. The book of Acts is

all  about  the  incredible  explanation  of  who  He  is,  and  that  He  is

walking amongst us. The epistles unpack how and why Jesus is Lord.

And then this great Bible ends with the book of Revelation, which is –

in a sense – the consummation of  it  all,  where Jesus  Christ  comes
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back. 

We’re living in great days as the Church. But we need to be followers

of Jesus, not just believers in propositional truth. If we are followers of

Jesus we need to know more about who He is. Let’s look at some well-

known scriptures which serve as great reminders about the centrality

of Jesus and the relevance of who Jesus is for us today.

Colossians 1:15-18

15 The  Son is the  image of the invisible God, the firstborn over

all creation.  16  For  in  him all  things  were  created:  things  in

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  whether thrones or

powers or rulers  or authorities;  all things have been created

through him and for him.

It’s clear that these scriptures are saying it’s all about Him.

 

17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning

and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he

might  have  the  supremacy.  [Other  translations:  ‘he  might be

pre-eminent’.]
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In other words, He will have first place in everything. Very clearly, the

scriptures show us how important Jesus is and where He stands in it

all. 

Hebrews 1:1-3

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at

many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,

and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the

radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had

provided purification for sins,  he sat down at the right hand of

the Majesty in heaven.

The heading for this text in the NIV is “God’s Final Word: His Son”. God

has spoken in finality through His Son.  If  you’ve seen Jesus,  you’ve

seen  God.  He  has  finished  this  work,  He  has  done  it  all,  He  has

provided purification, it’s all done and He is now seated at the right

hand of the Majesty of heaven, and is to be honored and exalted and

worshipped at that place. In other words, He is not a wannabe-God or

a god of many but  is God – He represents God in His  fullness,  the

exact representation of God’s being.
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Ephesians 1:17-23

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that

you may know him better. 

Paul’s  prayer  is  that  they  will  keep  on  knowing  Christ,  growing  in

wisdom and revelation. The point is not that we may have wisdom

and  revelation,  but  that  we  may  know  Christ  better!  That’s  what

matters as we walk in this destiny that God has for us!

18 I  pray that the  eyes of  your  heart may be  enlightened in

order that you may know the hope to which he has called you,

the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and

his  incomparably  great  power  for  us  who  believe.  That

power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he

raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly realms,  21 far above all  rule and authority,

power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not

only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And

God placed  all things under his feet and appointed him to be

head over everything for the church, 23 which is  his body, the

fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
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You can see the importance of who Christ is for us as the church here.

We  see  in  the  scriptures  that  Jesus  was  actually  very  interested in

what people were saying about Him, but is mostly interested in what

His people – His Church – thinks.

Matthew 16:13-19:

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked

his disciples, “who do people say the Son of Man is?”

Note  that  He  doesn’t  ask  what  they  are  saying  about  you  (the

disciples) but about me (Jesus). 

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;  others say Elijah;

and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

We can see that some people were saying that Jesus was a good guy

doing some good stuff – a great prophet, a good teacher, a wild dude.

That’s probably what many are saying today across the nations, even

and  unfortunately  in  the  Church.  But  then  Jesus  moves  from  this

general question to a very specific one – He wants to know from His

followers, His church, His people, what they have to say. 

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16
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Simon  Peter  answered,  “You  are  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  the

living God.”

Jesus is not some theology, some teaching, some ideology, but is the

revealed Messiah. Many people are pursuing theology and we need to

understand and know what we believe, but know this: theology is not

so that we can run around having a theology. Jesus doesn’t want us

just to know of Him but He wants to know us  and wants us to know

Him.

We’re not about a faceless theology but a revealed Messiah. Don't

become so obsessed with theology that you miss the point of it all –

the person of Jesus! Karl Barth once said:  "The Word became flesh —

and  then  through  theologians  it  became  words  again." He  was  a

theologian! We believe in the Word and know the Word, but we don’t

worship a word, we follow a  king – Jesus Christ – and this revealed

message  of  Jesus  is  an  incredible  truth  that  we  need  to  walk  in

personally, having intimacy with the one it’s about - Jesus. 

17 Jesus replied, “blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this

was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in

heaven.”
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Peter was blessed by having this revelation. Man never gave him this

revelation but  the Father in heaven gave it  to  him.  Right after  this

exchange  we  see  Jesus,  for  the  first  time,  begin  to  talk  about  the

Church, beginning to give destiny and purpose to His followers. That’s

all based on the revelation of who He is.

 

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build

my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will

give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind

on earth will  be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on

earth will be loosed in heaven.”

I’m convinced the most revealing thing about the church is found

in our ideas about who Jesus is.  Our most significant  message is

what we say about Jesus and even what we leave unsaid about Jesus. 

This  little  book  will  unpack what  it  means  to  be  a  Christ-centered

people, a people where there is fruit.  It’s not enough to just have a

feeling and a ‘heart’ for being Christ-Centered. Rather, there needs to

be fruit – both in our personal lives and our communal context as the

Church – that proves we’re following Christ.
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CHAPTER 2:

CAPTIVATED

I believe our fruit determines the reality of what it is we are actually

about. If we are a Christ-centred people; a Christ-centred church; we

must be captivated by Jesus.

This is a weighted word that means something. You and I are usually

excited about whatever it is that captivates us. If we are captivated by

Jesus then we talk about Jesus, we walk with Jesus, he is the main

theme  of  our  lives.  People  ought  to  know  more  about  Jesus  after

hanging out with us than they do about anything or anyone else. If

they  come  to  a  meeting  where  I’m  preaching  and  I  claim  to  be

captivated by Jesus, then they should know more about Jesus than

me. They should know more about Jesus than our local church or its

programs. As we focus on Jesus and walk with Him, this must be a

personal reality for us, for leaders, and then the people will become

pre-occupied with Christ themselves.  A.W Tozer said that we are to
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have an eternal pre-occupation with Christ. This is a way to live. 

There’s a story of Leonardo DaVinci, the famous artist,  who finished

painting what professionals call the most important painting of his life

and career: the Last Supper. He invited some friends around to look at

it before he went public with it. It had taken him three and a half years

to complete. His friends were enamored by what they saw and were

praising him for his great work. One of his friends kept referencing the

cup in the hand of Jesus – they kept saying how awesome it was and

how  it  really  stands  out  and  so  on.  Da  Vinci,  they  say,  took  his

paintbrush and began to paint over the cup. His friends asked, “Why

are you doing this?” and he replied, “Nothing must ever distract from

the figure of Christ.”

I think that's an incredibly powerful illustration. We can get so busy

with other stuff and even what's in the hand of Christ that we forget

about the Great King, Jesus Christ Himself! So we have to contend for

that revelation of who Jesus is. Our vision as NCMI is simply this (and

it's not a cliché, it's fact): to know Christ and to make Him known. It's not

just “to make Him known”,  as you can't make someone known that

you don't actually know! And that's the problem. Paul didn’t just say

that he was going to make Christ known, but said he wants to know

Christ.
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Philippians 3:10

“I want to know Christ--yes, to know the power of his resurrection

and  participation  in  his  sufferings,  becoming  like  him  in  his

death.”

He had this desire to know Christ. The word for ‘know’ in this scripture

doesn’t just refer to an intellectual knowing. The Greek word for it here

is ginóskó. (“I want to know Christ”). It refers to a personal knowing. It’s

a  word of  intimacy,  of  experience.1 The Hebrew equivalent  for  this

word is yada. One example of the use of yada is in Genesis 4:1 - “Now

Adam knew [yada] Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain.”

Do I need to explain what yada means? This is the word that Paul uses

when speaking of wanting to know Christ! It's intimate! It's not some

distant  memory that  you once had;  it's  not  a  relationship that  you

once had; it's not a reference point of when you got saved; it’s not the

place where you got in. It's this constant walk with someone called Jesus

Christ. 

Mission is not just going somewhere. Mission means we are following

1 In the New Testament, Mary used this word when asking the angel,  'How will

this be since I do not know (1097 /gin skōṓ  = sexual intimacy) a man?' (Luke 1:34.)
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someone. And as you walk with Him, He reveals to you what you are

called  to.  We  will  mobilize  the  saints  and  win  cities  when  people

ginóskó Jesus. I honestly believe that. Paul’s revelation and challenge

in his pursuit was not that he knows Christ in a head-knowledge way,

or that he might gain it from someone else or depend on someone

else to give him this  knowledge.  No,  he said he wanted to pursue

Christ for himself:  intimately, experientially,  and personally.  This is a

challenge.  See,  we become like the one we behold.  That’s  why we

need to be obsessed with Jesus Christ. 

The  Church  needs  to  be  captivated with  Christ  again.  We  need to

contend for a revelation of Him. Are you doing that? Are you spending

time with Jesus? Or are  you relying on others to  do that?  Are you

asking the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to you on a daily basis? On a

regular basis? When you go to Scripture, are you looking for God to

reveal his Son again to you? 

What we as the Church are captivated by is going to determine

our next season across the nations. We need to personally contend

for the revelation of Christ. Parents who are contending for revelation

of who Christ is for themselves must help their children contend for

their own revelation,  because you cannot live on borrowed truth.  I

believe too many in the Church claim to be followers of Jesus but are
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living on someone else's revelation of him.

Are you captivated by Jesus Christ? We often speak of a conversion to

Christianity,  but  Jesus  didn't  leave  us  with  just  a  conversion  to

Christianity, he called us to a great commission of making disciples. A

disciple,  a  follower  of  Jesus,  is  not  just  a  convert  to  Christianity.

Conversion is important, we’ll see later in this book, but very often we

think of it in the wrong terms. When we become Christians we’re not

just changing religions but are changing masters. We come to a new

revelation, a new understanding. 

So let me ask you this:  how much airplay is Jesus getting in your

life and in your church? How much conversation is Jesus getting in

what you're involved in? Do people see Christ in you, or do they see

you in you? 
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CHAPTER 3: 

CO-OPERATING

To be Christ-centered means we co-operate with Jesus. This is a fruit of

following Christ. The Bible is very clear that Jesus Christ is the head of

the Church. A body without a head is a corpse.  There's a lot of life

missing in the Church because we haven't got our head in place. But I

believe that Jesus is also the  heart of the Church.  The Bible is  very

clear that we’re called to live our lives in Him, with Him, like Him, for

Him, under Him; and you name it. 

It's about Jesus. 

He is the head and the heart of the Church. And He's also the hope of

the Church. While we love to minister and preach how Jesus is the

only hope of the world, which is obviously true, He's also the hope of

the Church. When we get these three things right: the head is Christ,

the heart is Christ, and the hope is Christ, then we as God's people will
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co-operate with Jesus and actually do what He says.

The love language of Jesus

Do you love Jesus? How does He know you love Him? Maybe you say

you come to church, listen to people preach even when you’re tired,

and ‘pay the price’. Maybe you say you sing songs to Jesus and tell Him

you love Him.  Maybe you say you honor Him in what  you do,  are

serving Him, and all sorts of wonderful things. But I'm learning more

and more that Jesus has a love language and it’s not what we often

think. 

You probably know the  Five Love Languages book,  written by Gary

Chapman. I haven’t read it. My wife bought it for me but I refused to

read it. If you have read it, that's great. Apparently the book is about

five love languages that we all exhibit and need: touch, service, gifts,

words, and time. If you're married, the book claims the way you love

your spouse is the way you like to be loved. You love according to your

love language, not your spouse’s.  So if  I look at my wonderful wife,

Nicole  -  we've  been  married  for  18  years  now  and  have  three

wonderful sons – I see she has a love language that’s very different to

mine. I’ve told her I don’t need a book on this because I’m simple: give

me all five and I’ll  be a happy man. But I've realized that's not true

because there is one of these love languages that is my favorite and
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that's gifts. So what I’ve found is when I'm away from my wife or want

to show her I love her, I buy her a gift. And the more money I spent on

it, the more I feel I’m showing her how dearly I love her.

But  she has  a different  love language and it's  not  gifts!  So when I

present a gift to my wife, telling her I love her, she will ask me where I

bought it,  how much did I  pay for it,  why did I  buy it  because she

doesn’t need it (what we need are groceries!) and besides – she’ll say –

“I can get it cheaper. I’ve got coupons!”

I'm so grateful  for  my wife  because she's  very practical.  But  I  have

bought her gifts that she doesn't want and she simply does not feel

loved. Now she has, in my opinion, the worst of these love languages:

service. She loves to be served and feels loved this way. So she feels

loved if I pack the dishwasher. And if she buys me a gift, I feel loved by

her. So I’ve worked this out: I buy myself gifts and I feel really loved.

Then I have three sons who have been called to honor their father, so I

get them to pack the dishwasher! 

But of course, my wife does not feel loved by that – because she wants

me to do it! 

As I've traveled the world I’ve asked who has read this book and found
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that  people  everywhere  have  read  it.  I'm  talking  from  Paris  to

Amsterdam,  Africa  to  Asia,  Australia  to  New Zealand.  Everyone has

read it or knows about it and understands it.  But if that’s the case

then I want to tell you that Jesus has a love language. And when I

talk about the love language of Christ I am challenged to the core

of my being.

In John 14:15 Jesus makes it clear that He has a love of language. He

doesn’t keep us guessing. He says simply: “If you love me, you will obey

me.” He even says in verse 24 a bit later that anyone who does not love

Him will not obey Him. So it really is clear. In other words, Jesus’ love

language is obedience. 

Therefore if we are captivated by Christ we are co-operating with Him

– we are  obeying Him. I’m sure most of us have heard messages on

obedience and come away feeling condemned. I have. But this is not

to make us feel condemned.  He doesn’t want us to  have to obey

Him, He wants us to want to obey Him! That’s a very different thing.

That points to love. It’s the same as when my wife doesn’t want me to

wash the dishes grudgingly or only because she has asked me to, but

wants me to wash the dishes out of the goodness and kindness of my

heart. 
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The way we obey Jesus determines how much we love Him. So if we

have  an  obedience  problem  (which  I  think  is  quite  evident  in  the

church today – we do what we want, whatever we like, not what He

wants) then we actually have a love problem. I'm convinced that if we

can get God's people to fall more in love with Jesus; not just having a

feeling  but  truly  walking  with  Him  and  knowing  Him  and  being

inspired  by  Him  and  having  their  own  revelation  of  Him;  we,  the

Church, would line up with what Christ has called us to. We won't be

pursuing our own thing. We won't be misrepresenting Him here on

earth.  We  won't  be trying to  tell  people  about  someone  we  don't

really know. But we would line up to the bigness of what He has called

us – and this is what would draw people to Christ. 

The most radical church today is a people who are co-operating with

Christ, doing what Christ has called us to do. The Great Commission in

Matthew 28:18-20 is all about our love. Jesus said,  “Therefore go and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father

and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to  obey

everything I have commanded you.” If we understand this revelation

of co-operating with Christ – that His love language is obedience – we

understand  that  the  heart  of  the  Great  Commission  is  to  teach

them to love Jesus. This is our role! 
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It’s hard to teach people to love Christ if  we don't love Him. And the

way we demonstrate to Christ that we love Him is by obeying Him.

The Bible says perfect love casts out all fear. (1 John 4:18.) It’s not that

we must do our duty and love Him out of fear. We will be far more

attractive, far more contagious, and many people will come running

back to God if we love Jesus and put Him first. That’s why we need to

be Christ-centered. If  you focus on Jesus, then you will be doing

exactly what it is Jesus has told us to do. 
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CONFIDENT

A Christ-centered church is a confident church who know where

their  confidence  comes  from:  Christ  and  His  name.  Today  the

church seems to be  a  little  bit  nervous  and we  back off when we

should not. You might know the story of Charles Spurgeon who was

once invited to preach at a big cathedral. He asked them if they could

show him where he will  be preaching and so they did so.  Then he

asked  if  he  could  spend  some  time  alone.  He  walked  up  to  the

podium and the first thing that came to his mind was John 1:29. With

no  microphone  or  P.A.  system,  and  thinking  no  one  is  around,

Spurgeon  boomed:  “Behold,  the  Lamb  of  God!  Behold  the  Lamb  of

God!”.  Suddenly there was a commotion up on the balcony and he

looked up and saw a cleaner there, fallen to his knees, repenting and

crying  out  to  God  to  save  him.  See,  he  wasn’t  crying  out  to  God

because of an amazing preacher – Spurgeon didn’t even know he was

there, all he did was declare one line of truth about Jesus Christ from

scripture: Behold the Lamb! And that man got saved.
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I love this story. It stirs me to say we can take any country, any city – I

don't  care how fortified it  is  – if  we know Jesus.  It’s  not our clever

preaching and trickery that gets people saved. It’s not a persuasive

message.  It's  Jesus  Christ!  If  you know Jesus  you can pray for  sick

people, lay hands on them and they can recover, because the power is

in the name of Jesus. It  gives us courage to go to cities,  speak and

declare, and when they tell us we can’t we say we can. Why? Because

of  Jesus.  Surely if  we're  following Jesus  we will  have confidence in

Christ and in His name. 

The power of Christ’s name

God is challenging us in this season about this. We need to reclaim the

power of Christ's name. When it's about Him, it's in His name things

are  done.  If  you  read  through  scripture,  and  certainly  through the

Gospels, you find demons flee, the apostles heal, people are restored,

all in the name of Jesus and in no other name. In Acts 3 Peter and

John are on their way to pray and there is a lame man who has been

crippled  all  his  life,  and  Peter  and  John  had  probably  passed  him

plenty of times before, but for the first time Peter looks at him and

says: “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you.

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” Now
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that  wasn’t  some  great  prayer  and  it  wasn’t  layered  with  an

understanding of covenant or a head-knowledge theology - those are

all  important things of  course -  but what they knew they had was

power in His name and so they said  in the name of Jesus rise up and

walk and that’s what happened. That man was healed by the power of

the name of Jesus and not anything else. 

I know people today are very nervous, including believers in Christ.

Christians have been taught so much on how to pray for healing and

often they’re so scared to actually do so because they’re not sure if

they’re doing it right. I'm all for understanding the covenant and that

sort  of  thing;  I  do believe we need to learn more and grow in our

revelation and theology; but this I tell you: our power is in the name of

Jesus. The early church walked in power because of their revelation of

Christ,  and  we  today  need  to  walk  in  that  confidence  again,

understanding who Christ is.

Jesus said in Matthew 28 that all  authority has been given to Him.

That  means  all.  He  explained  further  by  saying  that  this  included

authority in heaven and on earth (and  under the earth – Philippians

2:10) – all given to Him. So that means Christ has all authority, right?

His name is  salvation.  There is no other name by which we can be

saved. Christ is it all. It's in His name we can drive out demons, it's in
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His name we can see people healed, we can see people delivered, we

can see people restored; and in His name is where the Church's power

is found. 

To be a confident people is to know who Christ is and lean more on

the power of His name again. Lean on Him, pray for others, rejoice in

the celebration of His name –  sing about Christ, lift up His name, and

He will draw all people to himself. We'll see more people getting saved

in this season if we recognize and honor his name, if we talk about

Him, if we mention Him, if we pray in His name. When you decide to

pray and ask in His name, you are looking into His interest, what He

wants. Jesus said when you ask anything in His name the Father will

give it to you (John 14:13). This also takes the pressure off us trying to

come up with the next thing and heal people ourselves, and it puts all

the pressure back where it belongs: on Christ, who has done it all and

is seated at the right hand of the Father – our Living Savior!

In this season when the Church seems to be shrinking back and seems

so nervous, we need to speak again that name above all names and

reclaim the power of His name. 
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CHAPTER 5:

COURAGEOUS

I am convinced that we should be courageous people. If we are Christ-

centered, we will get the courage we need. 

Acts 4:13

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that

they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and

they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”

There was something about their courage that astonished the rulers.

Unschooled and ordinary – that's me. That’s most of us, actually. But

note that even the rulers recognized that the courage these men had

was because they had been with Jesus. If we are Christ-centered, we

will be courageous.

It seems to me that modern-day discipleship is all about surviving our

culture rather than transforming it. Our parenting, for example, is all
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about  how  we  can  get  them  to  survive  through  all  the  influence

around them.  I  have three sons and they’re  teenagers  and I  know

these challenges, but I’ve got to say when it comes to parenting and

leading  in  our  church  and  workplace,  I  can't  find  in  scripture  any

backing that we’re called to survive.  The Holy Spirit  was given to

empower  us  not  to  survive  but  to  actually  transform  culture.

Therefore we need a revelation of fresh courage. This isn’t a feeling

but a conviction and understanding of the Holy Spirit’s power. 

We've almost backed off and become silent today,  getting in some

kind of holy huddle waiting for something to happen and for Christ to

come back. While we are to long for the return of Christ, Jesus never

saved us just to take us to Him. If He did then all of us who are saved

would have been taken straight away. (Forgive me for being honest, I

wish He had done that with some of us because some of us are so

misrepresenting Jesus!). 

John 17:14-18

14 I  have  given them  your  word  and the  world  has  hated

them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the

world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world

but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not

of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the
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truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I

have sent them into the world. 

Some of the church today have taken this scripture above speaking

about ‘being not of the world’ as a call to be separate from the world.

We are  certainly ‘called out’ from the world but  we’re  not to be so

separate from the world that we have no impact in it. We’re not to be

of the world but we better get back  into the world and thrive and

touch people's lives and show them Jesus with fresh courage. Jesus

said clearly that He sends us into the world (vs 18 above). We need

courage to do that.

Jeremiah 29:11 is a very well known text: “’For I know the plans I have

for you,’  declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans  to  give  you  hope  and  a  future.’”.  This  was  a  prophecy  to  the

Israelites in exile in Babylon. So we love that part, but we often forget

the verses preceding it (vs 5 – 8):  “Build houses and settle down; plant

gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters;

find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they

too  may  have  sons  and  daughters.  Increase  in  number  there;  do  not

decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have

carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too

will prosper.” This isn’t saying “Hang in there, I'm coming to rescue!” but
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is  rather  saying  “thrive,  don't  survive!  Have  an  impact  there,  make  a

difference, show Kingdom culture!” 

The  point  is  this:  if  we  are  truly  following  Christ,  if  we  are  Christ-

exalting people, we would walk with fresh courage in this season, not

speaking on our own but speaking the truth in love. The more you

spend time with Christ the more courageous you become. The more

you walk  with Him the more courage you carry  – because it's  not

yours, it's not something you've come up with, it comes from knowing

Him. 

We need to step out. We need to reach out. We need to stop thinking

our buildings are the mission but we must go beyond our buildings

and get amongst the people. We need to counter the culture, not try

and buy into it or even become like it, but impact it counter-culturally.

We’re not against the culture but reaching others with the Kingdom’s

culture. 

I love social media and the social aspects of the gospel and I believe

we've got a live out this gospel,  but I  also love what Vance Havner

said: “If  they  had  a  social  gospel  in  the  days  of  the  prodigal  son,

somebody would have given him a bed and a sandwich and he never

would have gone home.” I do think it’s possible that we can feed people
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and clothe them and love them without ever giving them the gospel.

But we need to give them this gospel, we need to counter this culture,

we need to reach out. It's going to take a people who know that they

need courage, and courage comes from spending time with Jesus. 
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CHAPTER 6:

CONTRITE

I'm convinced that followers of Jesus are contrite people. I’ve heard it

said, and it’s true, that God can do amazing things through those who

are full of Him and not themselves. I don't believe we ever get a real

understanding of who we are if we don't live in that place of who

Christ is. The more I spend time with Jesus, the more He humbles me

and the more He exalts himself. 

We often mix confidence and courage with being humble and we

become arrogant. I just don't believe you can hang out with Jesus and

walk with Him and know Him and be arrogant – either in the pulpit or

in your life or in your ministry or whatever you are involved in. 1 Peter

5:5 says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” There is

something attractive about  this  to sinners.  We need some humility

back in the Church. We need people full of God, not full of themselves,

and there's no way for that to actually happen unless we spend time

with Jesus. It’s one thing to say it and one thing to pray it and one
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thing to preach it, but it’s another to actually do it. 

I love the opening chapters of the book of Isaiah because they show

us something about what a revelation of Christ does to us. The first

few chapters of Isaiah are all about “woe to you!” – woe to the wicked,

woe  to  others.  But  then  he  receives  an  amazing  vision  of  God  in

chapter 6 and suddenly he is saying, “Woe to me! For I am a man of

unclean lips!” He saw Christ and now that he had seen Him, he was

undone. 

It's not that we live with guilt. What this is pointing to is that we are to

live with the revelation that Christ is everything,  and because He is

everything we have a part  to play.  We minister to  others  from our

revelation of walking with Christ. I am trying, and I'm determined, to

spend more time with Christ before I minister at any level, because I

want to go and represent Him, not me. I don't want people to see how

awesome I think I am, or be taken by what I have to say. I want them

to see how awesome He is. I don't want to just do that in the pulpit, I

want  to  do  that  in  my  life  -  when  I'm  traveling  or  ministering  or

whatever I  am doing, I  want people to see Christ in me. There's an

attractiveness about humility when we speak more about Jesus than

we  do  about  our  ministries.  This  comes  not  from  a  put-on  but

contending for a continual walking with Jesus. 
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I'm convinced  that  the more time we spend  on our knees,  the

more we exalt Him, the more we find that place where we have a

contrite  heart  and  spirit  that  is  attractive  to  the  world,  and

attractive to Jesus. Arrogance will disappear when we recognize how

awesome Jesus is.  This  is  lacking in the Church today globally  and

Christ wants it back in His Church. If He's the head, the heart and the

hope of the Church, He should be the focus of all our airplay and what

we say. 

But be careful.  I  know a lot of people say, “Humble me Lord!” and I

understand their heart is good, but if you ask God to humble you, you

might never get up again! The Bible says humble yourself in the sight

of the lord and He will lift you up. (1 Peter 5:6; James 4:10.) 

So no more name-branding,  no more focusing on ourselves,  those

things are not the attraction. We want to point people to Jesus and I

don't believe there's a shortcut to that. What it requires is growing in

your revelation of Christ and that requires walking with Jesus every

day. If we do that, then we’ll get some humility back into the Church.
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CHAPTER 7:

CONTENTMENT

I'm convinced that contentment is probably the most difficult of all

the fruits of being Christ-centered. If you look around and observe the

Church today you’ll see how we’re running to and fro from conference

to conference, ministry to ministry, building to building, book to book,

looking  for  the  next  best  thing.  And  while  I'm  all  for  learning,  I'm

convinced that what we haven't learned in all this is to be content in

Jesus  Christ.  Can you imagine how impactful  a  church would be if

they learn to find their strength, their hope, their trust, their fulfilment

and  significance  in  Christ  alone?  Surely  there  is  nothing  more

gratifying to the Father than people finding their significance in Jesus

Christ.

I’ve heard it said that all leaders would be problem-free if they were

omniscient,  omnipotent,  and omnipresent.  But  no  leader  is  all  this

except one: Jesus Christ. If we would point people to Jesus far more

people will find the stability and strength they need and not run to
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and fro always looking for something. 

Philippians 4:12-13

“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have

plenty.  I  have  learned  the  secret  of  being  content  in  any and

every  situation,  whether  well  fed  or  hungry,  whether  living  in

plenty or in want. I  can do all  this through him who gives me

strength.”

Paul was a man who walked through tough things yet said this above.

I don't believe that the ‘secret’ he refers to was some hidden, weird

secret.  Rather  it  was  that  he  learned to  find  contentment  in  Jesus

Christ – not in some thing, some ministry – but in some  one:  Jesus

Christ. As a result he could be content with lots and with nothing. 

I wonder how many of us have found that place? Most of us are only

content  if  we  have  stuff  and  friends  and  recognition  and  lots  of

ministry. If we're in leadership, that's a very dangerous place. You can’t

put your faith in all of those things and expect fulfilment. No one will

ever  have enough stuff,  enough people,  enough recognition.  It  all

comes down to this reality: find your strength and fulfilment in

Jesus Christ alone. 
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A Christ-centered church has learned to be content in Him, with Him,

from Him, with much and with nothing. Jesus Christ is the one who

keeps her satisfied. Psalm 100:9 says, “he satisfies the thirsty and fills the

hungry with good things.” Let me ask you this question: is your soul still

satisfied  by  Jesus?  You’re  not  going  to  get  satisfied  by  people,

spouses, ministries, things, businesses, and whatever else. People try

that all the time. No one succeeds.

If you're a leader in the Church I want to challenge you with this. Part

of being an elder or a leader in the Church is that we have to go to

Him to find our sheep-needs and get our sheep-needs met. It's wrong

for leaders to get their sheep to meet their sheep-needs! They never

will! We as shepherds should be getting our sheep-needs met in Jesus

Christ.  We’ll  never  graduate  from  our  needs  so  we  need  to  know

where to go and where to get them met. 

So does Christ  still  take your breath away? Are you still  satisfied in

Him?
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CHAPTER 8:

CONVERTED   

Christ-centered people understand conversion. We are called to invite

people not just to hear the good news but to actually be it, live it, to

have a Kingdom lifestyle. This is not just a teaching it’s who we are

called to be. 

I believe that Christianity is about conversion. It’s a miracle.  God

changes the tense of our lives. He declares that this is what you were

(sinful) and this is now who you are (saved).  In John 3:3, Jesus says

that “no one can see the kingdom of God unless they be born again.”  In 2

Corinthians 5:17 Paul says,  “Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new

creation, the old has gone, the new has come!”  I love that.  There’s no

picture in scripture that shows us as sinners trying to be good, trying

to be saints. Rather we are told that we are a new creation. The old has

gone! We’ve got to live in this conversion, in this Biblical truth that we

are no longer what we were. 
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I’m convinced this is vital as we lead God's people, as we minister the

truth, as we share the good news of Jesus Christ. We’re not trying to

attain to a new creation. A new creation is who we are because of who

Christ is and what Christ has done. Jesus did not come to teach the

teachable. He didn't come to improve the improvable. He didn't

come to reform the reformable. He came to raise the dead. That's

part  of  this  gospel.  Salvation  is  not  taking  you from  being  bad to

making you good – it's taking you from death and giving you life! 

Six  pictures  the  scriptures  use  to  describe  how  God  radically

changes us:

1. New Birth

We  are  born  again,  born  of  God,  born  of  the  Spirit.  This  is

regeneration. 1 Peter 1:3 says,  “In his great mercy he has given us new

birth into Living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the

dead.” 

2. New Creation

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, ““Therefore if  anyone is  in Christ  he is  a new

creation,  the  old  has  gone,  the  new  has  come!”  Galatians  6:15  says,
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“Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything. What counts

is new creation.” 

3. Resurrection from the dead

In Ephesians 2:4 -7 Paul writes,  “Because of his great love for us, God,

who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead

in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us

up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ

Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable

riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”

We were dead, and now we're alive. This is a dramatic picture of what

conversion is.

4. A whole heart transplant

Ezekiel 36:26 has this great promise: “I will give you a new heart and put

a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give

you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow

my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” Jesus won this for us. This is

part of conversion. God gives us a new heart. He doesn’t say you keep

your  old  heart  and  your  old  heart  “works  on”  keeping  His

commandments! But he says he performs a whole heart transplant!
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5. Circumcision of the heart

Colossians 2:11-13 says this:  “In him you were also circumcised with a

circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self  ruled by

the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, having been

buried  with  him  in  baptism,  in  which  you  were  also  raised  with  him

through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh,

God made you alive with Christ.” 

God  has  restored  us,  given  us  a  new  heart,  and  we've  been

circumcised with Him, by Him, and for Him. 

6. Made to see

We are healed of blindness.  We were blind but are no longer so.  2

Corinthians 4:4-6 says,  “The god of this age  [obviously the devil] has

blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the

gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what

we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your

servants  for  Jesus’  sake.  For  God,  who  said,  ‘Let  light  shine  out  of

darkness,’  made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the

knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”

42



CHRIST-CENTERED CHURCH – CONVERTED

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CONVERTED

These all highlight what it means to be converted. We're not trying to

do stuff, we're not trying to live in our own strength and sinful nature.

When we follow Christ, having made Him Lord and Savior, and put our

faith in the finished work of Christ, then we understand that we  are

converted! 

I  love  what  A.W.  Tozer  says:  “Worship  is  no  longer  worship  when  it

reflects the culture around us more than the Christ within us.”2 I  think

that's another picture of what it  means to be converted.  There's so

much emphasis on ministry and our call  and getting out there and

getting the job done,  but in Luke 10:17, after Jesus’ disciples go out to

minister, they come back and say: “Lord even the demons submit to us

in your name.” They were so happy about that. But in verse 20 Jesus

says “do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your

names  are  written  in  heaven.” I  get  our  emphasis  on  ministry  and

that's part of what we're talking about even here, but Jesus says that

above all that we should rejoice that our name is written in heaven, in

the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life.  Don't  lose  the  awesomeness  of  your

salvation and the understanding of being converted. Rejoice on a

daily  basis  that  you are  saved,  blood-washed,  converted  and born

2 . A.W. Tozer, A Disruptive Faith: Expect God to Interrupt Your Life.
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again – because of Jesus Christ. 

44



CHAPTER 9:

COMMISSIONED   

When you walk with Jesus you can’t be indifferent to what He cares

about. He cares about this world, so we should care about it too. Being

Christ-centered means we are commissioned!

After His death and resurrection, Jesus called His disciples together

and  didn’t  leave  them  a  theology  or  a  great  teaching,  but  a

commission. He said all authority in heaven and on earth (and under

the earth – Philippians 2:10) had been given to Him – and based on

that, we are to go and make disciples of all nations. (Matthew 28:18). I

love what David Livingstone once said: “If a commission by an earthly

king is considered a honor, how can a commission by a Heavenly King be

considered a sacrifice?” While there's a cost to what we do, surely there

can be no greater honor for us as believers, as followers of Jesus, to be

commissioned to carry on our King’s work and finish that which He
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started for us here on earth? 

Our commission has almost been lost. Often we think we’re doing it

when  we  get  on  a  plane  and  go  overseas  or  do  the  mission

somewhere  outside  of  where  we  are,  but  Jesus  actually  said  He

commissions us not to do something but to make disciples. It's not a

duty  out  there,  it's  every  day  living.  We  should  stop  making  the

commission so spiritual and bring it back to reality – followers of Jesus

need to be making followers of Jesus. That’s what it is. That's this great

commission  and  it's  not  getting  on  a  plane  and  doing  it,  it’s

everywhere all  the time. Yes we are to go to our “Jerusalem, Judea,

Samaria  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth”  (Acts  1:8)  –

simultaneously with our living in the day-to-day. It’s not when you get

one right you do the other, but you do both at the same time. 

If we're not contributing to the Great Commission by making disciples

then we are not doing the job completely.  We're not just out there

being missionaries, we need to be making disciples wherever we are.

I’ve  heard  this  said  lately  and  I  agree:  the  church  today  is  over

programmed  and  under-discipled.  I  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is

drawing us back to making disciples. He is doing this by drawing us

back to Him, to being captivated by Him, and then we live out this

New Testament model of disciples making disciples. 
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Leaders and churchgoers are weary of the impersonal performance-

based  people-in-the-pews  approach.  We’re  tired  of  the  show.  I’ve

heard it quoted, and I agree, that we haven't been called to entertain

an audience but have been commissioned to train an army. We don't

build around ministries, we build around people, and I believe that’s

the key to us going forward. 

Why do we struggle to produce disciples?

1. Ignorance of the great commission

Jesus said, “I will build the church” (Matthew 16:18) and commissioned

us to make disciples. But we’ve often turned this around saying, “No

Jesus,  we’ll  build  the  church  and  you go  make  disciples.” This  has

developed into  an ignorance of  this  great  commission we’ve  been

given.  We  disciple  the  nations,  that’s  our  job,  and  He  builds  His

Church.

2. An inadequacy in churches

Plenty  of  church leaders  have never  been discipled themselves,  so

they’re  inadequate  at  doing  it.  I'm  not  anti-Bible  colleges  and

seminaries, but you often find these institutions teach theology and

methodology but miss that leaders cannot be mass produced on an

assembly line. You've got to actually be a disciple to make disciples.
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There’s  something  I’ve  heard  said  and  I  absolutely  agree:  God's

servants are hand made.

3. We’re intimidated by the informal

Many pastors and leaders prefer programs over relationships. It’s just

easier, isn’t it?

4. We’re impressed with size

The reality is most people are about numbers. We love the big, the

spotlight and showing off. But Jesus just didn’t do that. He spent more

of His time with His twelve disciples and investing in those around

Him than just preaching to the crowds before Him. Go look at the

Gospels and you’ll see this. I’m not playing down the needful crowds

but we should be investing our lives into those people around us. We

prefer addition, but God is all about multiplication.

5. We become impatient in the process

I’ve met many leaders who agree to all this and say they’re going to

give their attention to discipling, but then they try it and things don’t

happen straight away, and then they become impatient. So they go

back to the programs and the big crowds because that always makes

us  feel  like  we're  doing  more.  But  we’re  actually  not  if  we  truly

understand what it means to be a commissioned people.
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6. Inability to get personally healed

Churches  are  struggling  to  bring  through  leaders  and followers  of

Christ because the leaders have an inability to be personally healed

themselves. Broken leaders will produce broken leaders, and broken

people.  If  you're not  healed and restored by God then you cannot

bring people through to maturity. We've got to work hard at allowing

our hurts to be healed and finding our strength and restoration in

Christ so we can be effective in helping others come through.

If we look at Scripture we can see that we are called to

produce radical,  Biblical disciples. There are three basic

keys for that:

1. Fervent in love

Jesus says in John 13:35,  “By this everyone will know that you are my

disciples if you have love one for another.” One of the hallmarks of a true

disciple; a radical biblical disciple; is being fervent in love.

2. Being faithful in obedience

Jesus says in John 8:31:  “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my

disciples.” He follows it up with verse 32: “Then you will know the truth

and the truth will set you free.”
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3. Bearing fruit

Jesus says in John 15:8, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  We are not only called to

represent  Christ  but  to  reproduce.  We’re  called  to  invest  in  those

around us.  We’re called to raise up people and followers of Christ

who make followers of Christ. 

I was recently asked to preach on the model for multiplication. I was

excited to do it and went to scripture again and realized very quickly

that from Genesis right through to Revelation multiplication isn’t just

a model,  it's the very mandate from heaven. This is not an optional

extra for us who are followers of Jesus. To be fruitful and to multiply is

a heavenly  mandate.  It’s  been God's  intention right  from when He

created  man.  Multiplying  and  reproducing  is  kingdom  language.

That's our whole focus as followers of Christ – to reproduce. If we're

not doing that then I want to suggest we may not be following Jesus. 
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COMPETENT   

If  we  follow  Christ,  if  we  truly  are  Christ-exalting,  then  we  are

competent at what He has called us to do. Our competency doesn’t

come from ourselves but from Him – in His presence and power; in His

Holy Spirit’s anointing. 

When you walk with Jesus you love His  Spirit.  I  recognize there’s  a

whole lot being spoken today around the Holy Spirit.  I  know some

have had bad experiences, and some have had good experiences, and

there are many different theories and theologies, but I simply say that

we can get back to what the Bible teaches. The Bible has to be the

source and standard of truth for all of us. And if we go back to the

Bible  we see clearly that  the Church was birthed in power.  There's

more Biblical backing for strange fire in the New Testament than no

fire. In Acts 1 Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit

comes  on  you  and  you  will  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  Judea,
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Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of earth.” So there must be power.

While we’re called to experience the Holy Spirit, He is more than an

experience.  If  you’ve had a bad experience that's  not  necessarily  a

representation of Him, it could be a representation what others have

put on you or forced you to do. But it’s clear there must be power and

this power is linked to who we  are. Witnessing wasn’t a duty for the

early church. We see this in scripture. The Holy Spirit anoints us not to

go and do but to be witnesses for Jesus. Many of us, including myself,

have quoted A.W.  Tozer who said,  “If  the  Holy  Spirit  was  withdrawn

from the church today, 95 percent of what we do would go on and no one

would know the difference.” But there’s more to that quote. Tozer goes

on to say, “If the Holy spirit had been withdrawn from the New Testament

church, 95 percent of what they did would stop, and everybody would

know  the  difference.”  We shouldn't  be attempting to do what  we’re

called to do without the Holy Spirit and His power. 

Freedom when the Spirit is Lord

If you love Jesus you're going to love His Spirit.  You can't be Jesus-

focused without understanding who the Holy Spirit is. I think for too

long we've presented the Holy Spirit as a blessing from God and while

He is that, He is more than that – He is God. 
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2 Corinthians 3:17,18

“17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,

there  is  freedom.  And  we  all,  who  with  unveiled  faces

contemplate  the  Lord’s  glory,  are  being  transformed  into  his

image with ever-increasing  glory,  which  comes from the Lord,

who is the Spirit.

“18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s

glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

We all love to quote 2 Corinthians 3:17 above and we even sing songs

of freedom referencing it. But we have to ask than since the Holy Spirit

is  everywhere  (God  is  omnipresent)  why  is  there  not  freedom

everywhere? That question should get us to examine that scripture

more closely. If you look at the context of it you notice that Paul keeps

reiterating that the Lord is the Spirit (both at the end of verse 17 and

18). This is his main point – to show that the Spirit is Lord. I believe the

implication is simple and profound: where the Spirit is Lord, there is

freedom. When we submit to and yield to the Spirit as Lord, as God –

not just some blessing, not some power, not something we grasp and

look for when we need something – but actually recognize and yield

to God the Holy Spirit, we find freedom. We’ll follow Christ far more
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effectively and have far more fruit in our lives if we submit to the Spirit

as Lord!

Stop pretending we don’t have it

One of the worst things we can do with power is pretend we don't

have it. We clearly have been given power. We've been called to walk

in power. If we’re truly Christ-centered then we’ll contend again to be

radical. D.L. Moody said there is no better evangelist in the world than

the Holy Spirit.  In our preaching we’ll  be far more effective if  we're

relying on the Holy Spirit. T.L. Osborn said, “Only the power of the Living

Christ proclaimed in the demonstration of the Holy Spirit can meet the

urgent needs of humanity.” We need to get back our radical edge when

it comes to understanding this. This is how we will be competent in

our proclaiming Jesus as Lord.

We also need to get back to leaning on Him in our planning. The

early church wasn't just Spirit-filled, it wasn't just Spirit-moved, but it

was also Spirit-sent. They were truly led by the Spirit. Many times in

our  planning  as  leaders  and  as  a  local  church,  and  even  in  our

personal lives, we put things in place without being led by the Spirit. If

we're following Christ then we trust in the Holy Spirit to give us insight

into where to go, what to do, where to relocate, who to marry, and so

on – even in our business decisions and in our work. It's more than
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just doing our thing because we have power, but actually being led by

the Spirit and walking with Him. 

I’ve heard it said that we need men so possessed by the Spirit of God

that God can think His thoughts through us, plan His will through our

actions, and direct His strategy of His world evangelization through

His Church. It’s clear that we need the Holy Spirit in our proclamation.

But we also need the Holy Spirit in our planning. 

We also need the Holy Spirit in our praying. Romans 8:26 tells us

that when we don't know what to pray the Holy Spirit helps us. I've

been  in  that  place  many  times  as  I'm  sure  you  have,  and  I'm  so

delighted that I can lean in and lean on the Holy Spirit, who helps me

pray what  needs  to  be  prayed,  leads  me and shows  me  what  the

Father is  doing.  So we  need to believe this,  and rely  more  on this

enabling, this competence, when it comes to praying.

A blood transfusion

The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  some  add-on  when  we  are  ministering  and

preaching. He's far more than some deluxe giver of dramatic gifts. I

believe in those gifts, but He's actually part of our every day lives. It’s

personal.  We  walk  with  Him.  The  Bible  speaks  of  Him  being  the

paracletos,  the one who we walk with, who we fellowship with, the
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comforter.  E.  Paul  Hovey  said  that  He's  not  a  lullaby  for  the  faint-

hearted but rather a blood transfusion for courageous Christian living.

This is for every day life. We partner with the Holy Spirit every day.

The Church has chased some Casper the friendly ghost for too long.

We need to understand that the Holy Spirit is power, He is holy, and

His fire in us purifies us and keeps us pure as He walks with us. I don't

believe you can walk with Christ and be filled with the Holy Spirit and

not live with passionate conviction. It's not a put-on; it's not flesh. It’s

Spirit giving birth to spirit. 

The Holy Spirit changes our relationships

We will live at peace with people and be far more effective relationally

when we walk with the Holy Spirit in our every day life. I'm a better

husband,  a  better  father,  a  better  leader,  a  better  friend  when I'm

walking with Jesus and with the Holy Spirit in my every day life. I will

live  at  peace  with  most  people  and  live  with  conviction  and

persuasion.

Modeling our lives and ministry after Jesus

I know I have my perspective and people often ask me what I think

about this or that, or if it’s okay to do this or that in the church when it
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comes to the Holy Spirit. Honestly, I believe that if it’s in the Bible we

do it but I see it this way: if Jesus did it, we do it, and if He didn’t do

it, I don’t want to pursue it. If we model our lives and our ministries

around Jesus  Christ,  we’ll  be able  to  answer questions around this

more definitively. I'm not going to speak against what you might be

doing but I'm not running after stuff Jesus didn’t do. I believe Jesus

came  as  a  perfect  example.  He  came  and  lived  amongst  us  and

showed us here on earth what it means to live and how to live and

minister. 

Acts 10: 38

“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power,

and how he went around doing good and healing all who were

under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”

God  anointed  Jesus.  This  means  that  if  you  model  your  life  as  an

individual and as a church around Christ then I believe we will walk in

great power and will do the things Jesus did, and even greater things,

as  He  promised.  We  won't  lose  our  way but  we’ll  be  a  competent

people doing the impossible because God has enabled us through His

Holy Spirit, through His power. Let’s walk in the competence of our

calling because of Christ and because of His Spirit in us. 
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CONTAGIOUS   

The  smell  of  religion  is  killing  the  church. There  is  nothing

attractive  about  religion,  certainly  to  sinners.  You  can  become

religious very quickly even if your heart and intentions are good. But

when you are truly walking with Jesus, you cannot be religious.

There is something sweet and attractive that we should have in our

lives, and certainly in the Church, if we’re truly captivated by Christ. So

one of the great things about being a Christ follower with authentic

fruit is this: we are contagious.

John 12:32

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to

myself."

Jesus was speaking about His  resurrection and ascension,  and that
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context points to the fact that when Jesus is exalted, all people will be

drawn  to  Him.  But  so  often we  ‘raise  up’ all  the  other  stuff  about

Christianity and all our duties rather than Christ.  “Taste and see that

the  Lord  is  good” says Psalm 34:8.  Jesus says in John 10:10 that  He

came so that we may have life,  and have it abundantly.  I  love that.

Jesus knew that  people are looking for life and authenticity. In John

14:6 Jesus says, “I am the way, I am the truth, and I am the life.”  I love

that too. There's no living without Jesus. And so we need to give our

attention  to  being  followers  of  Jesus  Christ.  When  we  exalt  Him,

people  are  drawn  to  Him.  That  exalting  of  Him  is  attractive,  it’s

contagious, and people want to be a part of that.

In 1 John 5:12 it says,  “He who has the Son, has life. He who does not

have the Son does not have life.” We've got to focus on the life-giver to

give us life so that we may have life that is attractive to those who are

dead around us.  But there’s death in the Church. Dying to ourselves is

a good death, but I’m talking of a bad death. There is a lack of life and

it's because our head, Jesus Christ, is not in place. A body without a

head  is  a  corpse.  When  Christ  is  exalted,  when  we  are  a  Christ-

centered people, our head is in place and the body is alive and well

and attractive and people are drawn to it.  “Whoever has the Son has

life;  whoever does not  have the Son of  God  does not  have life.”  (John

5:12.)
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When you truly walk with Christ your life will be attractive.  There

will be something about your life that draws people. Paul stated that

“to… one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that

brings life.” (1 Corinthians 2:16.) People will either be bitter, or better,

coming in contact with you, but they'll never be the same. And that

cannot be from conjuring up a great teaching and being part of some

group of people or some club. That comes from being with Jesus and

following Him and lifting Him up. 

This reality of authentically following Jesus Christ needs to be restored

in the Church today. If that happens, men and women from far and

wide,  young and old,  will  come running to drink of  this  life-giving

flow. 

I often use this illustration but I still think it’s an amazing truth. I grew

up in Australia and there you find all the major cities are on the coast,

and in the centre is the Outback, a huge open space. If you go there

you’ll see endless miles of space and very little fences, yet you also

find the animals hang together. If you ask the Australian cattle farmer

how it is that the animals hang together when there are no fences to

stop them from roaming free, he will tell you that his job is not to put

up fences but to dig for fresh water, because wherever there’s fresh
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water the animals will stay. I believe this is part of our mandate as the

Church. You’ve got to keep digging for fresh water. The only way this is

done is to walk with Jesus. There is an attractiveness that comes

when we follow Christ, when we present Christ and not ourselves,

when we speak in His name for His fame, not ours, when we’re not

promoting our ministry but promoting the giver of life. 

That's  when people will  come running.  Our best  days  are  ahead if

Christ is exalted in all that we say and do.  
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CHAPTER 12:

CULTIVATE

I  want  to  land  this  small  book  around  how  we  can  cultivate  the

amazing knowledge of  Jesus on an every-day basis.  If  we’re  Christ-

focused there has to be fruit that proves He is exalted in our lives, our

church, our ministry. This book has been about those fruits, but the

real foundation of it all is how we cultivate our relationship with Jesus.

This will help us to live this out and not just hope for it, or just want it

yet never have it.

Proverbs 2:1-5

“My son, if you accept my words

  and store up my commands within you,

turning your ear to wisdom

  and applying your heart to understanding—

indeed, if you call out for insight

  and cry aloud for understanding,
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and if you look for it as for silver

  and search for it as for hidden treasure,

then you will understand the fear of the Lord

    and find the knowledge of God.”

I believe these five verses give us five keys to cultivate the knowledge

of Christ in our own lives and take ownership of this truth of Christ

being all.

1. Surrender in total obedience

“My son, if you accept my words...”

We’ve got to set our hearts to work in full obedience. To accept the

Word of  God means to  obey.  All  our  prayer  and fasting will  never

substitute  for  obedience.  Obedience  starts  with  a  heart  that  is

teachable, that wants to learn and surrender. 

2. Saturate on His Word

“...store up my commands within you...”

Many people I know are reading the scriptures for the sake of reading.

But we’ve got to meditate on the scriptures. We store it up in us. We
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treasure God’s commands by filling our minds with His Word. 

I believe that the Bible is a dialogue. We have a conversation with Jesus

as we meditate on scripture. It’s not enough to even study the Word –

we must give our heart to God and receive his words from Him as we

read. Scripture gives us the conversational material for prayer in our

lives. 

3. Submitted to being teachable

“…  turning  your  ear  to  wisdom  and  applying  your  heart  to

understanding...”

We’ve got to have a teachable spirit and open heart. This speaks of

humbling ourselves and learning from the Word.  God brings those

that are humble into more truth about Him. We don’t come to God

believing we know it all and have some amazing revelation, but we

come saying, “Teach me, Lord.” 

I’ve been serving God for many years and have been in full-time paid

ministry for about 20 years now. This I can tell you: I’m learning more

about  Him  today  than  ever.  Many  who  are  zealous  for  God  lack  a

teachable and humble spirit. You’ll never find what you need if you’re

not willing to submit and be teachable.
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4. Seek for revelation

“...if you call out for insight, cry loud for understanding...’

Seek and ask God for revelation! “Show me Lord! Show me Christ! Holy

Spirit,  reveal  Christ  to  me!” Ask  God  to  do  this  through  scripture,

teaching, preaching. Paul writes in Ephesians 1:17 – “I keep asking that

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the

Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” We’ve

got to ask God for revelation, ask God to reveal. He is very determined

to show us who Christ is that we may learn, grow, and contend for our

own revelation. 

5. Spend time with Christ

“...if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure...”

We need to be diligent in our pursuit. I’m still convinced that you can’t

earn your walk with God, but there’s a deep correlation between how

much time we spend with Jesus and how much we encounter Him.

You can’t just not give Him time and expect to encounter Him. 

This  doesn’t  mean  we  spend more  time  reading  and observing,  it
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means we spend more time  with Christ.  Our relationship with Jesus

requires an investment and we’ve got to invest our time.  Time is a

precious commodity and it’s limited. It’s estimated that in an average

lifetime we spend about 26 years sleeping, 17 years eating, 18 years

talking, 12 years in recreational activities, but we only spend about six

months in our whole lives with God. There’s something very wrong

with where we put our focus. Time is precious, but it’s also fleeting.

This is not an accusation. If we’re serious about being fruitful we can

fix the problem by contending for more time with Christ – cultivating

this  genuine knowledge  and revelation of  Christ  and walking with

Him  every  day.  Jesus  is  our  greatest  treasure.  But  this  treasure  is

hidden until we seek for more of Him with all our hearts.

Colossians 2:2,3

“My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in

love,  so  that  they  may  have  the  full  riches  of  complete

understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God,

namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom

and knowledge.” 

Search for this treasure and “then you will understand the fear of the

Lord  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God.”  (Proverbs  2:5.)  This  is  God’s
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promise! Spend time with him. Prioritize your time with Him! And I’m

convinced God will reward with a greater revelation of Christ. 

If  we  do  this  there  will  be  positive  ramifications  for  us  and  those

around  us  as  we  partner  and  walk  with  Jesus.  Let’s  move  from

admitting Christ  and acknowledging Him to actually  imitating Him

and becoming like Him. Then we can get this great job done that He

has left us, living in that place of worshipping and honoring Christ;

and people will see Christ in us, the hope of glory.
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