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Introduction

In presenting this book we are indebted to the resourceful 
writings of many of The Voice of Healing evangelists who 
moved powerfully in the Gifts of Healing, Working of 

Miracles and the Gift of Faith.

The Voice of Healing Movement, (also known as the 
Healing Revival or the Great Awakenings - of which there 
were five) was a famous movement from the mid 1940’s 
to late 1950’s. It stretched from North America to impact 
nations all over the globe. The aftermath of the Healing 
Revival is said to have impacted over 550 million people 
worldwide. 

Gordon Lindsay rose up to chronicle God’s works during 
the revival, by publishing the Voice of Healing magazine. 
In over a hundred of these magazines a column was given 
for the public to ask questions on healing. The evangelist 
of the day would answer them. This alone is a valuable 
resource for many. By reading this book, “Question & 
Answers on Divine Healing”, you get the core of what took 
men and woman in the great Healing Revival many years 
of hard work to learn and document.

Not every answer about Divine Healing is given. I do not 
give my personal opinion on the subject but simply give 
what could help many. 

I urge every Christian, five-fold gift and elder to obtain 
a copy of this masterpiece in faith building material and 
read it repeatedly.
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Many believe that God sometimes heals the sick, but they 
have no personal knowledge of Jesus as their indwelling 
healer. They know nothing about the many facts which 
prove that physical health is part of salvation.

They see others healed, but they question whether 
healing is God’s will for them. They are waiting for a special 
revelation of the will of God concerning their case, like the 
man at the pool of Bethesda. In the meantime they are 
doing all within the power of human skill to get well with 
the use of natural means, whether they know it is God’s 
will for them to be healed or not.

The questions asked are what many have asked over the 
centuries and the appropriate answers given by men and 
women with vast experience. There may be a question 
that you are asking and hopefully dear reader you will find 
the answer to. One thing is true and that His mercy or His 
compassion is always toward you.

The Bible reveals the will of God in regard to the healing of 
the body as clearly as it reveals the will of God in regard to 
regeneration of the spirit. The two are ever together.

All scripture is given in the New American Standard Bible 
NASB unless indicated. Key to abbreviations are given at 
the back of this book
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Chapter 1

Common Objections To  
Divine Healing.

P C Nelson 1952
“These people think they can draw near to Me by saying 
the right things, by honouring Me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far away from Me. Their worship of Me consists 
of man-made traditions learned by rote; it is a meaningless 
sham. Therefore, I will do something extraordinary with 
this people. I will add wonder to wonders — shut down 
the wisdom of their wise and hide what the discerning 
have figured out…Then the deaf will hear the words read 
from a book, and darkness and gloom will fall from the 
eyes of the blind.” Is 29:13-15, 18

Time For The Lord To Work:

• We are living in just such a time as the prophet 
Isaiah describes.

• Thousands make a profession who have no 
possession.

• Much churchianity — little Christianity. 
• Beautiful forms of religion, but denying the power 

of God. 

As in the days of Jesus laxity in morals, selfishness, greed, 
and hypocrisy in the high-seats in the ‘synagogues’.
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We preachers have failed to stem the tide of worldliness 
which has swept into the churches and threatens to sink 
them.

We cannot do it by the ordinary means employed. The 
people who most need the message of warning from 
the faithful pastor seldom hear it, and if they do, and he 
speaks out against their pet sins and their secret faults 
with directness, he is soon seen packing his goods to take 
a journey. 

In just such a time, the Lord asks us to step back and let 
Him take the work in hand, and by marvellous miracles of 
power demonstrate His presence and awaken the people 
out of their lethargy, indifference, and unbelief.

For this reason He asked me to scrap all of my old sermons 
and methods and the learning acquired by many years of 
patient study, including twelve years in several of our best 
schools and seminaries, let Him give me a new message 
of power and life, and “confirm the Word with signs 
following.” So many say, “If this is the work of God, why do 
not all ministers recognise it, and cooperate in it?” 

I do not wish to cast any aspersions on my brethren, but I 
suspect it is for the same reasons that the religious leaders 
of the Jews, with rare exceptions, failed to recognise the 
work of God in the time our Lord was on earth, as He said 
of some, Lk 16:31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen 
to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 
even if someone rises from the dead.”

Christ, The Only Divine Healer: Divine Healing is the work 
of God, just as much as the creation of the world and the 
saving work of Christ our Lord. 
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Divine Healing without power is not divine healing at all.

How strange that anyone should dare in our times to raise 
objections against the work of Jesus Christ in opening 
the eyes of the blind, the ears of the deaf, and making 
paralytics walk! 

I am no healer, and am as human as anybody. I never 
claimed I could heal anybody, never thought I could. There 
is one Divine Healer, His Name is Jesus Christ! He commanded 
His followers to heal the sick, but it was in His name and by 
His power. 

A Warning to Opposer’s:
Those who oppose this work are not opposing P. C. Nelson, 
but the Lord Jesus Christ; who is saving scores of souls daily 
and is healing all manner of sickness and disease among 
the people, exactly as He did in ancient times. 

It is His way of reviving His work and building up His cause 
and it cannot be done in the churches with the backing of 
the religious leaders, thank God, it can be done without 
them. I would rather have my right arm severed from my 
body than to oppose what Christ Himself is doing, lest 
haply I “should be found fighting against God.” (Acts 5.39).

Let us now take up some of the objections commonly 
heard against Divine Healing.

1. Many say healing is hypnotism or mesmerism or 
magnetism. 
• I have never been hypnotised and have never 

hypnotised anyone, and could not do it if my life 
depended on it. 
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• If this is hypnotism, I certainly ought to he 
decorated with all the orders and medals the kings 
and potentates of earth can give, for not one of the 
professional hypnotists can make the deaf hear, 
the blind see, or the lame walk, and none of these 
miracles which you have seen in this tabernacle 
can be done by them.

• Hypnotism can make fools out of those who 
become its victims, but it cannot restore to reason 
or to health, as you have seen the Lord doing in 
these meetings. 

• This “hypnotism”; has it good lasting qualities? I 
have known some who were “hypnotised” many 
years ago, and escaped death; some from cancer, 
some from tuberculosis, and some from other 
deadly diseases. But are they are still “hypnotised”, 
and have eternal life?

2. Not Spiritualism but Spirituality. Some say it is 
spiritualism. 
• It is so spiritual that the carnal “Christian” cannot 

understand it. 
• But it has nothing in common with spiritualism 

or spiritism, which is everywhere condemned 
in the Bible as a work of demoniac delusion. The 
increasing interest in spiritism is one of the signs 
that Christ will soon appear and that we are now 
living “in the latter times,” for Paul says in 1Tim 4:1, 
“But even so, the Spirit very clearly tells us that in 
the last times some will abandon the true faith 
because of their devotion to spirits sent to deceive 
and sabotage, and mistakenly they will end up 
following the doctrine of demons.” (VB) With God, 
the Father, and Christ, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
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our Comforter, abiding in us, as Jesus taught in the 
fourteenth chapter of John’s Gospel, and with the 
light of God’s Holy Word in our hearts.

• We need no witch or medium to bring us into 
communication with the dead. See Lk 16:19-31 

• Spiritualism denies the soul-saving doctrines of 
the Word of God, denies the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. This abominable delusion of the Devil 
has never made anybody better, but has wrecked 
many a good life. People who have been healed in 
our meetings have lost their healings when they 
have gone to spiritualistic séances. Some of the 
most pitiable people I have ever met were dupes of 
spiritism and were demon-possessed on account 
of dabbling in these things so fearfully denounced 
in the Word of God. 

3. Not Christian Science, But Christian Sense:
We do not deny the reality of matter or of pain. 
We do not say we do not suffer when we do. 
We do not deny the personality of God, or the death of 
Christ, or His resurrection, or His coming again. 
We do not set aside the ordinances of the Gospel, and 
we lay hands on the sick and anoint them with oil, 
exactly as He commanded. 
We put all our faith for salvation from sin and healing 
from disease in the atonement made by Jesus Christ on 
the cross (Mt. 8:17), and in the power of the convicting, 
regenerating, healing Spirit of God.

4. Why all are not Healed; some ask why all who come to 
us for prayer are not healed?
I would suggest because the Lord’s requirements have 
not been fully met. 



Q & A on Divine Healing

6

Many come forward for salvation in revival meetings 
and some in the regular church services, who are not 
saved. 
If you pray for the salvation of a soul and fail to get 
him saved, you have made a more serious failure than 
I have if I pray for a thousand to be healed and they 
die without healing, for the salvation of the soul is 
infinitely more important than the healing of the sick. 

However, the quickest and surest way, and in many cases, 
the only way to get people saved is by the use of the key 
of Divine Healing, which the Lord put into the hands of the 
church.

5. Healing May Be Gradual:
Some ask why all who are helped are not perfectly and 
instantly and permanently healed. 
• I answer that the Lord frequently begins a healing 

work to encourage the person to go deeper into 
His love and grace, and to acquire a greater faith, 
and get a spiritual blessing and then complete 
healing from all bodily afflictions. 

• The Lord wants you to learn to walk with Him. 
• If He healed you instantly and completely, you 

might forsake Him, run away from Him. 
• Many do not have faith to take complete 

instantaneous healing. Many remark to me, “This 
trouble was long in coming on, and I have had it for 
many years. I cannot expect it to leave me at once.”

6. Spiritual Preparation Necessary:
• All who come up in the healing line should be in 

the services several days to hear the Word of God, 
see people healed before their eyes, and bear the 
joyful testimonies of those who have been healed. 
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• They should have time for private confession of 
hidden sins and for the reading of God’s sweet 
promises. 

• When you have a promise to stand on in real faith, 
you are not disturbed by symptoms — you are 
staking all on the Word of God, and ask for no other 
evidence. 

• So many have been soaked in unbelief so long it 
takes a long time to get it all out of their systems. 
(Marinated in the wrong juice).

• You must have faith enough to take healing from 
the Lord, and enough to stand in the midst of a 
cold, unbelieving, cynical world. 

• And what is worse, too often the churches that 
bear the holy name of Christ discount, discredit, 
disclaim, and disown the Work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

7. A Final Word:
In conclusion, let me say that Divine Healing is being 
revived in our times, not by the churches as such, but 
by the Lord Himself through humble servants who are 
not afraid of the sneers of their fellows, and are not 
seeking popularity or pleasure or ease and are not 
afraid to stand alone with the Lord, who Himself was 
despised and rejected by the very people He died to 
save. 

“Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you, which 
is spoken in the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish, for I work a work in your days, a 
work which ye shall in no wise believe, if one declare it 
unto you!” (Ac 13:40-41; Heb 1:5

• It is spreading over the whole earth. 
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• God is using this ministry to awaken a cold, worldly 
church, and prepare a people for His soon coming. 

• It is the method of Christ and of the apostles and of 
all the early preachers of the Christian church. 

• It is the master-key to the human heart which the 
Lord is using today to unlock the hearts of men, 
and to bring in the greatest revival ever known in 
this world. 

• Those who oppose it are not opposing a doctrine 
or a person like myself. They are fighting against 
God, and standing in their own light. In all humility 
and love we would warn them who oppose this 
work of God.
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CHAPTER 2.

What about Divine 
Healing?

Listed below are perspectives that some may have on 
Divine Healing. It could be that some of these make no 
sense to you but to others it would answer or clarify some 
doubt they may have had.

The scriptures listed are the references that you can look 
up as they are specific to answer the question.

1. Are we assured by the Scriptures that the Lord still 
heals today the same as He did in Old Testament times 
and when He walked the shores of the Sea of Galilee? 
Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8; Isa. 53:5; I Pet 2:24; Ja 5:14-15; Mk 
16:17-18.

2. What is the cause of all sickness and diseases? (Sin—
directly and indirectly). 
Directly: Deut. 28:58-62; Nu 12:1-2, 9-11; 21:5-7; Ps 
107:17, 10-12; Jn 5:13-14. 
Indirectly: Prov. 26:2; Rm. 5:12-14. 

3. The affliction’s of Job, sickness of Hezekiah and the 
man who was horn blind (Jn 9): Are they examples 
of sickness, diseases and infirmities of this order—
coming upon some of God’s children due to Adam’s 
sin or fall? Yes.
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4. Who is it that often afflicts people and makes them 
sick? See Job 2:7

5. Why would the Lord ever make anyone sick or afflict 
them? In perspective see Exod 15:26 The Lord said: ‘He 
would not permit any disease’ upon them. Often sick 
people feel that God is testing them or wanting to give 
them deeper revelation of Himself by making them 
sick. Or to see if they are worthy enough to be healed. 
Some take the liberty to say, “See, God actually gives 
disease, He makes you sick”. God cannot give what He 
does not have.

God is not the author of disease, Satan is. See Job 2:7 “Then 
Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and smote 
Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of 
his head.” Who did it? Satan.

Job 3:25 “what he (Job) feared came upon him”. Fear and 
faith operate the same way with different results.

As the Dakes Bible comments:

‘The sense in which God is responsible for sending disease 
upon men is not so, yet He has the power of permitting 
certain agencies that have the power to execute the curse 
to come upon man to have their way without divine 
intervention. (Job 2:7) If there had been no sin there would 
have been no curse.’

However, if you do not do Exod 15:26 then the devourer 
has permission to do what he does, you are out of the 
protection of the Most High. Ps 91 says if you don’t stay 
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under His shadow or protection then the devourer has 
a target in sight. The Lord said; “permitting of certain 
agencies”, then the ‘agency’ has permission because 
you have moved out from doing what is required in the 
beginning of Exod 15:26. The agencies being the devourer 
1Pet 5:8 “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” again, Ps 91 says 
if you don’t stay under His shadow or protection then the 
devourer has a target or your shadow in sight.

6. How does the Bible say we are healed?
a). By faith: Heb. 11:6; Mk 9:23, 5:34, 10:52; Ja 5:15; Ja 

1:6-7; 
b). ln the name of Jesus: Ac 4:8-10 with 3:6, 16; Jn 

14:13-14; Jam  5:14; Col. 3:17; 
c). Also by His stripes: Is. 53:5; I Pet 2:24; Gal. 3:13.

7. What does the Bible say for one to do in order to obtain 
divine healing for his body, or for his children? Jn 
14:13-14; Mt. 7:7-8; Ja 4:2, 5:13-14, 16; Ps. 107:20 with 
Rm 10:17; Mt. 6:33; Mk 11:22, 24, 9:23.

8. Who and what should we Christians always recommend 
to any sick person as a remedy for healing? Read 
and understand Jesus and His name, or the Bible 
prescriptions for obtaining divine healing: Make sure 
the sick person understands salvation and lead them 
to it. That is prime. Then get them to read the gospel 
of John slowly out loud. Then finally read and do The 
Divine Healing Prescription which is Proverbs 4:20-27

9. Can God’s children please Him without trusting in Him 
for the healing of their bodies? I believe that one would 
gather from these references that the sick would need 
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to trust in the Lord for their healing in order to please 
Him. Heb. 11:6; 2Chron. 16:13; Lk 18:7-8.

10. Who is always in position to obtain healing, and 
answers to his prayers and for the healing of those for 
whom he prays? Let the word speak as it is written. IJn 
3:22; Jn 9:31, 15:7

11. Is it possible that a child of God may be classed as a 
sinner if he fails to trust in the Lord for the healing of 
his body? Let the word speak. Rev. 21:8; Ro 14:23; Ja 
4:17.

12. What may a child of God expect for not trusting in the 
Lord for the healing of his body? Let the word speak 
Jer. 17:56, 13-14; Ps. 60:11; Mk 5:25-26.

13. Is it safe to trust in the Lord Jesus for the healing of the 
body as well as for the saving of the soul? Always. 3 Jn 
v2; Mt. 28:18; Jer. 32:17; Prov. 29:25; Ps. 113:8; 125:1-2, 
34:7-10, 19, 23:1, 4; Nah. 1:7; Heb. 13:8.

14. Is it possible for one to obtain healing before the Lord 
has saved him? I would think so, if he would come to 
the Lord repenting and believing. The Lord does speak 
to all in the Gospels about their heart toward Him 
before healing them. He looks for three things; faith 
hope and love. As stated above 3Jn 2 Also read Prov. 
28:13; Mk 9:23; Jn 5:13-14; Mt. 6:33.

15. What is advisable for all people to do after the Lord has 
healed them? Jn 5:14; Heb. 12:1-2; Rm 12:1-2; Lk 17:12-
18; Eph. 5:20. Worship and thanksgiving is always vital. 

May the Lord enable you, by His grace, to fully trust in Him 
at all times.
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CHAPTER 3.

Reasons Why We May 
Expect Divine Healing.

1. Of the seven compound names of Jehovah, one of 
them Jehovah-Rapha (The Lord our Healer) reveals 
His redemptive and healing relationship toward each 
person. 

2. Since all the promises of God are yea and amen in Him, 
the seven names of God including Jehovah-Rapha owe 
their existence and their power to the redeeming work 
of Christ on the cross.

3. Every believer has the same redemptive right to call 
upon Christ as Jehovab-Rapha (the Healer of his body) 
as he has to call upon Him as Jehovah-Tsidkenu (the 
Healer of his soul - righteousness). His name given for 
healing as well as it is for salvation.

4. If healing for the body was not a part of Christ’s 
redeeming work, why were types of the Atonement 
given in connection with healing throughout the Old 
Testament?

5. If healing was not in the Atonement, why were the 
dying Israelites required to look at the type of the 
Atonement for bodily healing? If both forgiveness and 
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healing came by a look at the type (serpent), why not 
from the antitype (The Lamb or Jesus)?

6. Since the curse was removed by the lifting up of 
the type of Christ, was not the curse of disease also 
removed by the lifting up of Christ Himself? (Gal 3:13)

7. In the passage, “Surely’ He has borne our sicknesses and 
carried our pains” (Is 53:4), why are the same Hebrew 
verbs for “borne” and “carried” employed as are used 
in verses 11 and 12 for the substitutionary bearing 
of sin unless they have the same substitutionary and 
expiatory character?

8. If the body was not included in redemption, how can 
there be a resurrection or how can corruption put on 
incorruption or mortality put on immortality? Were 
both the physical as well as the spiritual foretastes 
of our coming redemption enjoyed by God’s people 
throughout history?

9. Since the Church is, the body of Christ, does God want 
the body of Christ sick? Is it not His will to heal any part 
of the body of Christ? If not, why does He command 
“any sick” in it to be anointed for in healing?

10. Bodily healing in the New Testament was called a mercy 
and it was mercy and compassion that moved Jesus to 
heal all who came to Him. The promise of God still true, 
“He is plenteous in Mercy unto all that call upon Him”

11. If as some teach, God has another method for our 
healing today, why would God adopt a less successful 
method for our better dispensation? His mercy and 
compassion never change. Heb 13:8
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12. Since Christ came to do the Father’s will, was not the 
universal healing of all the sick who came to Him, a 
revelation of the will of God for our bodies?

13. Jesus emphatically did say that He would continue 
His same works in answer to our prayers while He is 
with the Father (John 14:12-13), and is not this promise 
alone a complete answer to all those who oppose this 
truth?

14. Why would the Holy Spirit who healed all the sick 
before His dispensation began do less after He entered 
into office, in heaven, on the day of Pentecost? Or 
did, the Miracle-Worker enter office to do away with 
miracles?

15. The book of Acts of the Holy Ghost is a revelation of the 
way He wants to continue to act through the Church?

16. How can God justify us and at the same time require 
us to remain under the curse of the law which Jesus 
redeemed us from by bearing it for us on the cross? 
(Gal. 3:3).

17. Since ‘the Son of God was manifested that He might 
destroy the works of the devil’ has He now relinquished 
this purpose which He retained even during the blood 
and sweat of Gethsemane and the tortures of Calvary? 
Or does He now want the works of the devil in our 
bodies to continue that He formerly wanted to destroy? 
Does God want a cancer—”a plague,” “a curse”, “the 
works of the devil” in the members of Christ? “Know ye 
not that your bodies are the members of Christ?” (1Cor. 
6:15).



Q & A on Divine Healing

16

18. Testimony at a healing revival: Are the proofs of Divine 
Healing among the one hundred and eighty-four 
persons who testified in this Tabernacle (In a great 
Awakening) the last two Friday nights, less bright and 
convincing than the proofs of Spiritual Redemption 
among professed Christians today? Are not these 18 
4 who have been healed in better health physically 
than a like number of professed Christians. Would not 
the physical health of these 184 compare favourably 
with the spiritual health of even the same number of 
ministers of our day?

19. Does the fact that Christ could do no miracle at 
Nazareth prove anything except the unbelief of the 
people or would it be right to conclude, because of 
the failure of Christ’s disciples to cast out the epileptic 
spirit from the boy, that it was not God’s will to deliver 
him? Christ proved by healing him that it is God’s will 
to heal even those who fail to receive it.

20. Is not God as willing to show the mercy of healing to His 
worshippers as He is to show the mercy of forgiveness 
to His enemies? (Mt 5:54).

21. If Paul (as a New York minister’ says) “was the sickest of 
men suffering from ophthalmia of the eye,” or if as others 
teach, his “thorn in the flesh” was physical weakness 
instead of what Paul himself says it was, “Satan’s angel” 
inflicting the many buffetings which Paul, enumerates, 
how could he labor more abundantly than all the other 
apostles? Or since he had strength to do more than all 
the others, how could his “weaknesses” be physical? 
Since Paul’s “thorn” did not hinder his faith for the 
healing of ‘all the rest of the sick’ folk on the Island 
of Melita (Moffatt’s trans.) Why should it hinder ours? 
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Would not Paul’s failure to be healed, if he was sick, 
hinder the faith of these heathen for their healing? 
Why do traditional teachers substitute ophthalmia of 
the eyes or sickness (neither of which Paul mentions) 
for the “reproaches,” “persecutions,” “distresses” and all 
the other buffetings at the hands of “Satan’s angels” 
which he does mention? If the former constitute his 
“thorn,” why does he not say he takes pleasure in, the 
former instead of the latter? How could Paul, sick in 
body, or with the unsightly disease of “ophthalmia of 
the eyes,” and unable to be healed, ‘make the Gentiles 
obedient by word and deed through mighty signs and 
wonders?’ (Rom. 15:18-19).

22. If sickness is the will of God, then would not every 
physician be a lawbreaker, every trained nurse be 
defying the Almighty, every hospital a house of 
rebellion instead of a house of mercy, and instead 
of supporting hospitals should we not then do our 
utmost to close them?

23. Since Jesus in the Gospels never commissioned 
anybody to preach the Gospel without commanding 
them to heal the sick, how can we obey this command 
if there is no Gospel (good news) of healing to proclaim 
to the sick as a basis for their faith? Or, since faith is 
expecting God to keep His promise, how can there 
be faith for healing if God has not promised it? Since 
the Bible is full of promises of healing, are they not all 
Gospel (good news) to the sick? Since “faith cometh by 
hearing … the Word” how can the sick have faith for 
healing if there is no testimony for them to hear?

24. Could the loving heart of the Son of God, Who bad 
compassion upon the sick, and healed all who had 
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need of healing, cease to regard the sufferings of His 
own when He had become exalted at the right hand 
of the Father?
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CHAPTER 4.

What are some of  
the barriers to healing?

1. Ignorance of God’s Word on the truth.

2. Unbelief.

3. Unconfessed sin.

4. Unforgiveness toward others.

5. Involvement of the occult.

6. Ungodly covenants.

7. Effects of a curse.

1. Ignorance of God’s will: Is 5:13 VB “Therefore My people 
go into exile for their lack of knowledge; and their 
honourable men are famished, and their multitude is 
parched with thirst.” Hos 4:6 “My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge; because you [the priestly nation] 
have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you that you 
shall be no priest to Me; seeing you have forgotten the 
law of your God, I will also forget your children.”

2. Unbelief: Unbelief is sin. Heb 3:12-15 ”Take care, 
brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 
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But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is 
still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of 
our assurance firm until the end, while it is said, “Today 
if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as 
when they provoked Me.” Mk 6:5-6 ”And He could do 
no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a 
few sick people and healed them. And He wondered at 
their unbelief. Ja 1:15 “Then when lust has conceived, 
it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, 
it brings forth death.” Ja 4:17 “Therefore, to one who 
knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him 
it is sin”.

3. Unconfessed sin: Prov 28:13 “He who covers his 
transgressions will not prosper, but whoever confesses 
and forsakes his sins will obtain mercy.” 1 Jn 1:9 “If we 
[freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just (true to His own nature 
and promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our 
lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness [everything not in conformity to His 
will in purpose, thought, and action].” Is 43:25 “I, even I, 
am He Who blots out and cancels your transgressions, 
for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

4. Unforgiveness toward other people: Mk 11:25 “And 
whenever you stand praying, if you have anything 
against anyone, forgive him and let it drop (leave it, let it 
go), in order that your Father Who is in heaven may also 
forgive you your [own] failings and shortcomings and 
let them drop.” Mt. 18:22-35 “Jesus answered him, I tell 
you, not up to seven times, but seventy times seven!” 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a human king 
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who wished to settle accounts with his attendants. 
When he began the accounting, one was brought to 
him who owed him 10,000 talents [probably about 
$10,000,000], and because he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and his children 
and everything that he possessed, and payment to be 
made. So the attendant fell on his knees, begging him, 
Have patience with me and I will pay you everything. 
And his master’s heart was moved with compassion, 
and he released him and forgave him [cancelling] the 
debt. But that same attendant, as he went out, found 
one of his fellow attendants who owed him a hundred 
denari [about twenty dollars]; and he caught him by 
the throat and said, Pay what you owe! So his fellow 
attendant fell down and begged him earnestly, Give 
me time, and I will pay you all! But he was unwilling, 
and he went out and had him put in prison till he 
should pay the debt. When his fellow attendants saw 
what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and told everything that had taken 
place to their master. Then his master called him and 
said to him, You contemptible and wicked attendant! 
I forgave and cancelled all that [great] debt of yours 
because you begged me to. And should you not have 
had pity and mercy on your fellow attendant, as I had 
pity and mercy on you? And in wrath his master turned 
him over to the torturers (the jailers), till he should pay 
all that he owed. So also My heavenly Father will deal 
with every one of you if you do not freely forgive your 
brother from your heart his offences.

5. Involvement of the Occult: Drug abuse, Ouija boards, 
horoscopes, fortune-telling, satanic cults pornography, 
freemasonry, etc. Exod 23:25-26 “You shall serve the 
Lord your God; He shall bless your bread and water, and 
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I will take sickness from your midst.” None shall lose her 
young by miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will 
fulfill the number of your days.

The effects of a curse.

Gal 3:13-14 “Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] 
from the curse (doom) of the Law [and its condemnation] 
by [Himself ] becoming a curse for us, for it is written [in 
the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is 
crucified) to the end that through [their receiving] Christ 
Jesus, the blessing [promised] to Abraham might come 
upon the Gentiles, so that we through faith might [all] 
receive [the realization of ] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit.”

Common indications of a curse over you:

• A history of emotional and mental breakdown in 
your family. 

• Repeated chronic sickness, especially hereditary 
ones … mark of a curse is that it passes from 
generation to generation. 

• Repeated miscarriages or female problems. 
• Breakdown of marriages and family alienation. 
• Continual financial insufficiency. 
• Being accident-prone and a history of suicide or 

unnatural deaths.

Some sicknesses are caused by evil spirits. (Please see The 
Royal Physician for further reading)

Lk 4:40-41 “Now at the setting of the sun [indicating the 
end of the Sabbath], all those who had any [who were] sick 
with various diseases brought them to Him, and He laid 
His hands upon every one of them and cured them.”
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And demons even came out of many people, screaming 
and crying out, You are the Son of God! But He rebuked 
them and would not permit them to speak, because they 
knew that He was the Christ (the Messiah).

Associated with the ministry of laying on of hands was the 
driving out of demons.

Demons associated with sickness:

1. Direct cause of sickness. — infirmity, pain, crippling, 
and of death see Lk 13:10-16
• Spirit of death — weak, infirm, morbid outlook 

on life, dark clothing. Causes: discouraged, 
disheartened, and oppressed

2. Emotional spirits: associated with sickness can cause 
an attitude in that you incapable of receiving your 
healing… rejection. 
• I was never wanted, 
• No one loves me, 
• Parents didn’t care for me, 
• Husband deserted me. 
• So emotional healing comes before physical. A 

spirit of grief is common
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CHAPTER 5.

Do I command  
healing or ask for it?

When praying for healing, what is the basis for commanding 
in Jesus Name, or asking in His name for healing? 

1) Commanding healing in the name of Jesus.
Though the difference looks subtle there is a vast difference 
between these two acts of faith. The first is a statement 
based on my God-given spiritual authority over the power 
of the enemy (in this case sickness and infirmity). 

2) Asking God if He will heal the person in Jesus name.
The second statement is based on the teaching of Jesus 
that if we ask Father God for anything ‘in Jesus name’ 
that He will grant it. (Jn 14:13-14) But when should we 
command and when should we ask?

In order to know when we should use the command ‘in 
Jesus name’ and when we should ask the Father ‘in Jesus 
name’ we need to understand about our spiritual authority.

In training His early church leadership Jesus gave them 
authority to do what He was doing and what He had done.

“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave 
them power and authority over all devils, and to cure 
diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, 
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and to heal the sick.” Lk 9:1-2 (Also Mt 10:1, Mk 6:7) He 
deputised them.

• Jesus did not send them to ‘pray for the sick’ but to 
‘heal the sick’. That was the assignment.

• When Peter and John saw a lame man begging at 
the temple gate, the man got more than he was 
expecting.

“Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I 
do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk.” Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, 
and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. He 
jumped to his feet and began to walk.” Acts 3:6-8

Peter did not ask God to heal the man in Jesus name, he 
commanded the lame man to walk in Jesus name. He 
did this because that is exactly how Jesus had taught His 
followers to heal the sick.

Using a command of authority in Jesus name is not big-
headed or ‘stealing God’s glory’ because, as Peter pointed 
out after he healed the lame man:

“When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, 
why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by 
our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?” 
Acts 3:12 

It was the power of God that healed the man but it was 
released through the authority that Peter had been given. 
It was Peter who stepped out in faith and lifted the lame 
man to his feet, but it was the power of God released 
through that act of authority that healed him.
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Look at these other instances of healing from the book of 
Acts:

• “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. 
Get up and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas 
got up. Acts 9:34 

• “He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked 
directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 
and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the 
man jumped up and began to walk.” Acts 14:9-10 

We don’t even hear the mention of ‘in Jesus name’ in these 
examples but the command of authority is still there. Paul 
and Peter act as ambassadors of Jesus to heal. The spiritual 
powers already know who they are and what power and 
authority they wield and they simply have to command 
the healing to come.

Jesus told His disciples that as the Father had sent Him, 
He also was sending them (Jn 20:21). So as the Father 
sent Jesus with authority (Jn 17:2), Jesus also sends His 
followers with authority. However, just as the authority 
of Jesus was based on obedience to His Father – we only 
move in authority to the extent that we submit to Him too.

One time, the Apostle Paul delivered a young girl from a 
spirit of divination.

• “ She continued doing this for several days. Then 
Paul, being greatly annoyed and worn out, turned 
and said to the spirit [inside her], “I command you 
in the name of Jesus Christ [as His representative] 
to come out of her!” And it came out at that very 
moment.… Acts 16:18 AMP
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So again we see, not a request to God but the command 
directed at the evil spirit in the name of Jesus.

How were they to do it? By the power and authority He 
had given them. This was a transaction which delegated 
authority from the one sending to the one who was sent. 
When we operate in authority, we are answering this 
command and taking responsibility to make sure the job 
gets done on behalf of the one sending us.

Jesus gave them authority but it was up to them to use it. 
In the same way, it is up to us whether or not we want to 
take the gift of this authority and use it – God won’t force 
us to use our spiritual authority.

A Soldier:
Imagine a new soldier who has been given all the training 
and equipment he needs to fulfil the assignment he has 
been given. He arrives at the front line and gets himself 
into position for action. He sights the enemy and gets 
ready to engage them, but instead of doing so, he radios 
back to the commanding officer at HQ, “ Sir, I have the 
enemy in my sights, so, I know you’re busy but if you 
wouldn’t mind coming down here to take care of things I’d 
be so grateful… but I quite understand if you’ve got better 
things to do…”

That Private is going to get a pretty heated response that 
likely involves some rich language! Why? Because he has 
been given the power and command already. Been given 
the resources and the authority to do the job himself, it’s 
his assignment and he needs to take responsibility for it.

Nowhere in the New Testament do we see an example of 
a Christian asking God to bring healing or deliverance in 
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Jesus name. To worship and pray to God in the name of 
Jesus is appropriate in many circumstances (for example 
we are told to give thanks in everything in the name of 
Jesus – Eph 5:20, Col3:17) but it is not a Biblical model 
for ministering healing and deliverance to the sick and 
demonised.

Why is this? Because the scriptures plainly designate 
sickness and tormenting spirits as being the work of the 
devil. We are told that Jesus went around “healing all who 
were under the power of the devil” Ac 10:38. We don’t 
need to ask God if we can destroy the devil’s work because 
we already have his wholehearted permission and more 
than that, we have his command and authority to do so. 
(Matt 10:8)

In the book of Acts, Dr Luke very helpfully tells us about 
some men (the sons of Sceva) who tried casting out 
demons in the name of Jesus without the Holy Spirit. It 
ended badly for them: they were beaten and stripped 
naked by the demonised person (Acts 19:11-20). So as 
we can see, our authority doesn’t come simply by having 
self-confidence or saying the right words. This obedience 
comes from a living relationship with God through the 
abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, it flows out of a lifestyle 
of worship.

So, can any believer use the name of Jesus with authority 
against sickness and demons or do they have to attain 
a certain level of maturity? Well, all I can say is that I’ve 
seen little children command healing and seen the most 
incredible miracles take place. If you are a worshipper and 
follower of Jesus, the next time you are praying for God 
to heal someone, why not try speaking to the sickness 
with authority? Say out loud, “I command this sickness to 
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go and wholeness to come in the name of Jesus, the one I 
serve”; and see what God will do through you today.

“Withhold not good from them to whom is due, 
when it is in the power of your hand to do it. 

” Proverbs 3:27
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CHAPTER 6.

Why Some Are Not 
Healed

Voice of Healing: Series 4. 1948 April VOH. by F.F. Bosworth.

1. Ignorance of faith:
• Ro 10:17 many in our day seek healing before they 

have read or heard enough word to produce real 
faith. One cannot reap a harvest where seed has 
not been sown. Ps 107:20

• Ac 5:14-16 the early church was unanimous and 
united on the subject of healing and praying for 
the sick. It was not the faith of the evangelist but 
of the whole company of believers that, brought 
healing “to everyone on the streets in Jerusalem”.

• Early church tradition and ignorance was apposed 
to healing.

• Present church as a whole has not accepted the 
Lord’s attitude toward sickness as fully revealed in 
the gospels.

• In this day:
 ○ Unbelief takes the place of united faith.
 ○ Lukewarmness in the place of being Holy Spirit 

filled.

May not the blame for the failure of some to be healed, be 
largely due to incorrect teaching from the pulpit?
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2. Community of unbelief: Mk 6:5
• Jesus Christ, fully anointed could not do anything 

there due to unbelief. 
• God would not allow his gift of miracles to operate 

in Christ where, by their unbelief they were making 
Him a liar.

• Where the gift of healing is not respected or 
honoured. Took Jesus for a carpenter and not the 
Christ. 

• By withholding the Gospel of healing, and 
preaching in its place the traditions of man, many 
of our present day teachers have turned almost the 
whole world into a Nazareth of unbelief. So that we 
have to labor in “a Nazareth of unbelief”, nearly all 
the time.

• The regeneration of the soul in Salvation is as 
important as Divine Healing is for the body. Both 
were atoned for on the cross.

• The deaf and dumb mutes from birth, who Christ 
healed in revival/healing meetings can hear better 
physically than the average church member can 
hear spiritually, and without so much teaching on 
faith. 

• I have seen many who could not walk a step from 
birth who since being prayed for walk better 
physically than the average church member can 
spiritually.

• Are all those who have been baptized, washed from 
all their sins? No! But only those who have faith are. 
Remember this: what water is in the ordinance 
of Christian baptism, oil is in the ordinance of 
anointing the sick for healing.

• You say, “So and so was anointed and was not 
healed”. I say, “So and so was baptized and is not 
saved!”
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Some say, “I know a man who was prayed for and was not 
healed!” And I ask you, “Did you ever pray for a man who 
did not get saved?” If so yours was a bigger failure because 
it is a 1000 times more important to be saved than healed. 

I am determined to base my doctrines, not on phenomena, 
but on the immutable word of God.

3. The healing part of the Gospel is hindered, and even 
made void by traditions of men.
Jesus said, “You have made void the law by your 
traditions”. In our day we have made void the Gospel 
by our traditions.

TRADITION 1: Is that we have made God the author of 
disease and that He wills the sickness of some of His 
worshippers! It is a mystery to me how; for 3 years; “... 
Christ went about ... healing all who were oppressed of 
the devil...” Ac 10:38. If sickness is the will of God then 
every medical physician is a law-breaker, opposing, 
God’s will. Every nurse is defying the Almighty and 
every hospital is a house rebellion instead of a house 
of mercy.

TRADITION 2: The teaching that we can glorify God 
more by remaining sick and expecting patience.In 
this case their prayer would be like this: “Lord, since in 
your loving providence you have seen fit to lay your 
afflicting hand upon our dear sister, if it be thy will 
give her fortitude and patience to bear this affliction”. 
This is done in place of obeying the plain command 
of anointing with oil, and praying the prayer of faith 
for their healing. If this is the will of God that those 
suffering bring more glory to God then:
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• Jesus robbed God of glory healing all who came to 
Him for healing. 

• The Holy Spirit who augmented what Christ began 
to do and teach also robbed God of glory. 

• The early church then prayed in rebellion against 
God and robbed God of glory by healing, “those in 
the streets of Jerusalem”. 

• Paul also robbed God of glory on the Isle of Melita, 
when they brought all the sick to him for healing.

TRADITION 3: The age of miracles is gone! Of all 
the traditions this is the most, illogical, foolish and 
unscriptural. In the age we now live The Holy Spirit is 
God’s the miracle worker, the only Administrator of the 
Fathers will. All the miracles at the day of Pentecost 
were wrought by the Holy Spirit. This day and age is to 
be the greatest time for miracles to be worked. 

How absurd to teach that the Holy Spirit will work 
miracles in every age but His own, which is a better 
dispensation with better promises, with better priest 
and better covenant and better everything.

TRADITION 4: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he would be born blind?” Jn 9:2

The blame game as to who what or why someone is 
sick. Is it his fault (while still in his mothers womb), his 
parents fault (generational curses). Jesus said neither. 
In other words stop look at the past to justify your 
future. We never drive our cars by looking in the rear 
view mirror down a highway. Read Ezek 18.

4. Breaking of natural laws: 
• Nature is God in action, but not the miraculous in 

action.
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• Exod 15:26 after God revealed Himself as Jehova 
Rapha they were to observe — the laws of 
sterilisation, recuperation, and quarantine.

5. Unbelief on part of the elder or minister:
• Some simply do not believe or know how to 

administer healing virtue to the sick.
• We are to never relax on personal prayer power.
• Those who administrate Ja 5:14 need to be in a 

position to do so and know what, how and when 
to respond to the sick.

• (I say every elder needs to physically carry oil, know 
how to pray for the sick, and know what the prayer 
of faith is. So many don’t and that is a hinderance 
to why many are not healed. It would be like going 
to war with a weapon that has an empty magazine 
- no bullets).

6. Some are sick due to an evil spirit, which must be cast 
out first.
• Instead of praying for the sick, the unclean spirit 

needs to be rebuked first.
• Jesus did not heal epileptic disease – He cast out 

the epileptic spirit.
• He also cast out the deaf, dumb and blind spirits, 

before they could hear, speak and see.

7. Some continue in sin:
• Is 66:18 (VB) ”Because I know what and why they 

do what they do, the time is coming when I will 
bring people together from all over the world. 
Everyone will come here and have a chance to see 
and know who I am, in all My weighty significance 
and splendour.“ The iniquity of their heart, shall 
change.
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• Unconfessed sin hinders people from receiving 
God’s mercy.

8. Lukewarmness:
• This is a much worse disease than cancer that is why 

He wants to heal it first. Be either hot or cold but 
not lukewarm. Heb 1:7 “And of the angels He says, 
“Who makes His angels winds, And His ministers 
(or preachers) a flame of fire.”

• Ps 91:14 “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will 
deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because 
he has known My name.”

9. Sickness and affliction:
• Sickness may remain on a person as a halter that 

leads them into the centre of His will then they are 
healed. Mk 8:23 “Taking the blind man by the hand, 
He brought him out of the village” so that he could 
be healed.

• It is impossible to pray the prayer of faith to get the 
halter off of some who are unwilling to be led into 
the glorious centre of God’s will and recieve pardon 
of the soul and healing of the body.

10. Unforgiving spirit or holding a grudge. Mk 11:23-24

11. There is a reward for those who diligently seek Him. 
Heb 11:6

12. Many today confine God to miracles only wanting the 
instant and willing to have healing — the constant.
• Some expect a miracle and not healing due to 

wrong instruction. 
• Because they are not well and strong in an instant 

they cast away their confidence. Heb 10:35
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13. Watching symptoms more that holding to faith.
• Feelings are not the basis of faith.
• God’s word is the basis Mk 16:20 God confirmed His 

word with corresponding signs. Not the speaker 
but what is spoken.

• You cannot reap a harvest if no seed has been sown.

14. Faith and works.
• Heb 4:2 “For indeed we have had good news 

preached to us, just as they also; but the word 
they heard did not profit them, because it was not 
united by faith in those who heard”.

• Mk 1:22 “They were amazed at His teaching; for He 
was teaching them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes.”

15. By being unwilling to receive the Holy Spirit.
• Rm 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 

• We are the temples of the Holy Spirit. 1Cor 6:19
• He is the carpenter who repairs the house, so let 

him in to all your house.
• Some are constantly keeping the carpenter outside 

of the house while asking him to repair it on the 
inside.

• Rm 12:1 — let Him in.
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CHAPTER 7. 

Why Some Are Healed 
Quickly, Others Slowly

By Gordon Lindsay (Voice of Healing, 1952 January).

1. Why some healed quickly?
2. Why are not all healed?
3. How do we prepare to receive healing?
4. What are some of the barriers to healing?

It is a well-known fact that in ministering to the sick, many 
are healed instantly, some gradually, others not at all. 
This fact causes many people to stumble, and conclude 
that there is an element of mystery, inscrutable and 
imponderable, about the work of healing that God heals 
rapidly in some cases, and slowly in others, as He for some 
mysterious reason, may choose.

This however, is a great mistake, and leads to wrong views 
on the subject of healing. The fact is that the Spirit of God, 
in a certain sense, is passive — though a thousand people 
cry for healing, they will not be healed unless the means 
that God has provided for the release of the healing power 
of the Spirit be appropriated. 

Appropriated by definition means: suitable for fitting for 
a particular purpose, person or occasion. To set apart, 
authorise or legislate for some particular purpose. To take 
for oneself, seize without permission.
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There are a number of factors which govern the intensity 
and rapidity of the flow of healing power. It is important 
that we consider these if we are to have an intelligent 
apprehension of the working of the ministry of Divine 
Healing. 

1. The Minister:
• The Scriptures declare that “to another is given 

gifts of healing”. It is reasonable to believe that an 
individual to whom this special ministry has been 
given will have more success in ministering to the 
sick than one who has not.

• Though it is also true that there are instances where 
a simple child of God will pray the prayer of faith 
and have success in the healing of a stubborn case 
where others perhaps with noted ministries have 
failed. 

• This is because there are other factors involved 
in the matter of the manifestation of the healing 
of the sick beside gifts of healing and these also 
determine the issue. For example, unforgiveness. 

• Nevertheless, it is to be expected that those who 
have specially entered into this ministry will have 
greater success than others who may not have 
entered into the same realm of faith. 

• An instance of this is the case where Jesus brought 
healing to the demon-possessed boy, after the 
disciples had failed (Mt. 17). 

• Their ministry had not achieved the same degree 
of power that Jesus had for reasons that He later 
explained.

2. The Anointing of the Minister
• Rapidity or intensity of healing involves the 

anointing upon and from the minister at the time 
he prays.
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• Every minister who has had success in praying 
for the sick, knows that he ministers with greater 
power on certain occasions than at other times. 

• Generally speaking he will have a greater anointing 
during a service than when he is accosted at a time 
when his mind is on other things after a meeting. 

• The human spirit cannot be at the same degree of 
intensity the whole 24 hours of the day. 

• Extreme weariness often lowers the effectiveness 
of a man’s anointing. 

• After a man ministers to a large number of the sick, 
he begins to feel physically weak, and he finds it 
advantageous not to pray any longer, until he has 
had time to rest.

• We are told that Christ withdrew himself into the 
wilderness and prayed, and then returned and 
taught the people and in great power.

• At other times, “the power of the Lord was present 
to heal”, indicating that the Holy Spirit did it 
regardless of a minister being present or involved. 

• On the other hand, in Mk 6:1-6, His attempt to teach 
the people of Nazareth met with a rebuff. *

• Jesus retreated at times, from the multitude, even 
though there were many sick to whom He had not 
ministered. (Mk 6:31). 

3. The Degree of the Power of The Lord Present.
• Rapidity of Healing involves the degree of Faith in 

the atmosphere where prayer for the sick is made. 
Expectancy creates an atmosphere.

• A hostile or unbelieving audience can definitely 
retard the power of healing.* 

• Thus in some very serious cases recorded in the 
Scriptures, we find that before ministry was done, 
unbelievers were excluded from the room. 
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 ○ This happened when Jesus raised Jairus’ 
daughter (Mt. 9:24-25). 

 ○ Peter also put forth everyone from the room 
when he prayed for Tabitha to be raised from 
the dead. (Ac 9:40). 

 ○ In Jn 5:4, it is very evident that there was a 
marked difference in the manifestation of 
healing power at one time than at another. 

• However, since “all power is of God,” it comes back 
to the same thing that there is a difference in the 
power manifested in healing at one time and 
another.

• Prayer and the teaching of the Word of God 
determine to a great extent, the Divine healing 
power present.

• In this respect, Lk 5:16-17 is an extremely significant 
passage of Scripture.

• Expectation of the people and prayer determined 
the degree of the healing power present; the 
amount of faith present determines the release of 
that power.

4. The Faith of the Sick Person
• Power of Healing is also determined by the degree 

of faith that the sick person possesses. Heb 11:6
• The need of personal faith of the sick is important if 

they are to receive anything from God. 
• This is so widely taught in the Scriptures, that we 

hardly need to dwell upon this matter here. Many 
factors determine the faith that an individual has. 

• Jesus said, 
 ○ “According to your faith, so be it unto you,” Mt 

9:29 
 ○ “Your faith has made you whole,” Mk 10:52
 ○ “Your faith has saved you/healed you” 
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• Generally speaking, when an individual desires 
healing, he needs to have his faith quickened for 
that particular healing. That is why at the Great 
Awakening Tent meetings it was required for the 
sick and lame to attend a number of what they call 
“The Faith Clinic” sessions before being prayed for. 
Their faith was stirred or quickened. 

• Christians of long standing, who call for prayer at 
a moment’s notice without any heart preparation, 
often find it difficult to receive their healing. 

5. The Individual’s care of his Body:
• It is true that a person, when ministered to, must act 

his faith. He should begin doing what he could not 
do before. However, he should not be negligent in 
the personal care of his body. 

• A person healed from a serious sickness, should 
not overdo, or attempt foolish and unprofitable 
ventures just to show how strong they are. 

• “ … they shall recover”. When the disease or 
sickness is terminated of its effect in our body we 
can say confidently say we are healed. The human 
body having been under the influence of the 
disease has adjusted to accommodate the disease 
and adjusted certain, systems, muscles etc. so that 
the individual can still have function. When the 
disease is terminated the body then needs to re-
adjust back to normality as it was before it was 
oppressed. It takes time. Hence the word - recover. 
Often we expect instant recovery and not content 
with constant and continual rejuvenation and so 
call our selves “not healed”. Our bodies are amazing 
in this regard and we need to respect it.
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• We have known those who have had remarkable 
deliverances, and who foolishly dissipated their 
strength by:

 ○ long working hours, 
 ○ eating carelessly, 
 ○ plunging violently into business, without 

thought that they might go beyond their 
strength. 

Healed people should not baby themselves, yet nature 
itself teaches us that proper care of the body is essential, 
and people who are careless in this way, have been known 
to have had relapses — which can be charged to the fault 
of no one but their own.

6. The Degree of Damage to the Physical Body:
The Power of Healing, is the fact that there is a vast 
difference between a sickness which may be healed, and 
a wasting disease that has already destroyed vital parts of 
the body, and where complete healing involves creative 
action. 

As an illustration: 
Now, let us take a parallel illustration in which two 
individuals have cancer, of the stomach. 

• Both are prayed for and in both cases, the cancer is 
killed and passes from the body. 

• One person fully recovers, but the other never 
becomes fully well. 

In the first case no vital organ was destroyed and the 
person recovers. 



Why Some Are Healed Quickly, Others Slowly

45

In the other case, some vital parts of the organ were 
already destroyed by the cancer; and his recovery is 
slow — if at all. 

The healing gift is not sufficient. Because of the advanced 
stage of the cancer, a creative miracle is required to restore 
parts vital to life. Where faith is high, such a miracle may, 
and often does, take place, however, where faith is weak, 
it is quite possible that the death of the cancer may take 
place, without the necessary recreation of destroyed 
organs. 

This also shows the difference between the gifts of healing 
and the working of miracles. What would need to happen 
would be a miraculous healing which ‘employs’ two gifts at 
the same time.

7. The Determination to Stand on the Word:
• Power and Rapidity of a Healing involves the 

individual’s determination to stand on God’s Word 
and his refusal to be influenced by symptoms. 

• The new convert who gives way to feelings or 
temptation, may live all the rest of his life as a victim 
Christian. Being dominated by his senses, instead 
of God’s promises, he is continually up and down, 
in health, and life. In contrast, other Christians who 
learn to stand on the Word regardless of feelings or 
the devil’s lies, develop into sturdy believers, and 
enjoy an experience of victory. 

• There are those who are entirely influenced by 
the way they feel rather than by God’s Word. 
Consequently, they often lose what they already 
have. Yet there are those who are determined to 
believe the promise, and as they do the symptoms 
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vanish, and their healing becomes a ringing 
testimony of God’s healing power.

Some have faith for a miracle, but not all. 
However, all have enough faith for a healing, if they will 
only use the faith that they have. Jesus said, if a man had 
faith as small as a grain of mustard seed, he could speak to 
a mountain, and it would be removed. But you cannot dig 
up the mustard seed the next day, or the third day, to see 
if it has become a tree. 

But, if left alone, that bit of faith that God had created in 
the mustard seed, will cause action, and though this at 
first is imperceptible, yet finally it will result in the seed 
growing until it becomes a great herb. The power is not in 
the size but in the quality.

• The lesson to be learned then, is that we should 
not become discouraged because of difficulties, 
or because deliverance does not become fully 
manifest immediately. 

• The thing to remember is that in every case, 
the difficulties will eventually be resolved, and 
overcome, if we refuse to accept defeat.

8. Where were the nine? “One of them when he saw 
that he was healed turned back and with a loud voice 
glorified God. And fell down on his face at His feet 
giving Him thanks,” (Luke 17:11-19).

• Where were the nine? We echo the Master’s 
question. It seems plain that they were so occupied 
with their healing, and probably their plans for 
what they would now do with restored health, 
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that they had no time or thought for anything but 
utterly selfish emotions.

• They were set free from leprosy, and that was 
enough.

• We could hardly believe that in the ministry of divine 
healing today there are men and women who take 
miraculous healing in answer to the prayer of God’s 
servants, and then go off to continue to live wholly 
unto themselves.
• They do NOT give their hearts and lives to Christ; 
• They do NOT get converted; 
• They do NOT seek fellowship with any church; 
• They do NOT show the slightest concern about 

their sins. 

They have secured what they desperately wanted — 
physical healing, and they are satisfied.

The solemn issue at stake is whether it is tragically true of 
them that they are healed, but not saved.

• Those nine lepers who showed themselves to the 
Priests were physically healed by an act of God. 

• Was any deeper work of healing grace done in their 
souls? The fact of their gross ingratitude proves 
that it was needed.

• In the case of the stranger who returned to give 
thanks we notice a significant turn in the words 
Jesus spoke to the man now sobbing out his 
gratitude at His feet — «your faith hath made thee 
whole.” Literally “your faith hath saved thee.” 

• The man had already been healed (v 15). 
• The man was made WHOLE – every part of his 

personality was saved, not only his body but his 
soul and his spirit.
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• In giving thanks the Lord gives more than what 
we ask for. One of the keys to recieve healing is to 
thank Him for it before we see it. 

Samaritan though he was, his heart was right with God. 
What of the nine?

Every Christ given evangelist, worthy of that great office 
in the body of Christ, does make it his business to preach 
Christ as the Savior from sin; he does stress the need of the 
soul as infinitely greater than the most painful need of the 
body. Yet both come by way of the cross. 

Jesus said in Mk 2:9 “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your 
pallet and walk’?

Salvation and Healing, together in one sentence as easy as 
each other.
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CHAPTER 8. 

What have the  
Evangelists said?

Gordon Lindsay was asked to gather some of the questions 
that The Voice of Healing Evangelists, were getting from 
people. He has attempted to put them together in a column 
in a series fo the Voice of Healing Magazines dating from, 
1948-1949.

“The purpose of this column is to give help to those who 
have special problems or questions concerning deliverance 
from sickness and affliction. If you have a question that is of 
sufficient general interest, the answer will be printed in this 
column. We cannot enter into discussions of controversial 
theological subjects, but we shall try to make this column 
a practical help to those in physical need.” 

Q 1: If one has the Gifts of Healing, is it necessary for the 
individual who is prayed for to have faith?

Answer:
Many people have the idea that if one has the Gifts of 
Healing, he may go about healing indiscriminately. This is 
far from true. A certain degree of faith is always required. 
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Faith is not 
something into which we are educated, but rather it is 
natural to the human being until he gets old enough to 
drift into sin or to mingle with unbelievers and that natural 
faith is lost. Children generally have sufficient faith to be 
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healed. Older people are more shrewd, more sophisticated, 
more worldly wise. They need Biblical instruction in order 
to rebuild their faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” There is no doubt that Paul had Gifts 
of Healings, and perhaps the Working of Miracles (Acts 
19:11); but he did not attempt to heal everyone. When he 
saw the lame man at Lystra, it was only when he perceived 
“that he had faith to be healed” that he said, “Stand upright 
on thy feet.” Ac 14:8-9. Jesus certainly possessed the Gifts of 
Healings and Miracles in their most perfect manifestation. 
Yet in unbelieving Nazareth, “He could there do no mighty 
work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and 
healed them.” Mk 6:5 Why they did not have faith.

Q 2: Why does the Scripture speak of Gifts of Healing in the 
plural? Is one Gift given to one person and another Gift of 
Healing given to another person?

Answer: 
ICor. 12:9 plainly states that the Gifts of Healing are given 
to one person, ”to another gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit.” It is evident that the various gifts are given to effect 
deliverance from the various types of sickness. In watching 
the ministry of different ones to whom God has given 
Gifts of Healing, one observes at times that certain types 
of sickness or disease go more readily than others. This is 
because of the fact that with some, the ministry of certain 
of the Gifts is more highly developed. If the individual will 
continue to seek God and exercise faith, he will find that 
all the Gifts will function equally well. The casting out of 
demon spirits, the giving of sight to the blind, hearing to 
the deaf, deliverance from inward afflictions, healing of skin 
diseases, require various manifestations and operations of 
the Gifts of Healing. The Gifts are developed and perfected 
through use. Like a muscle. That is why Paul admonished 
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Timothy to “stir up the Gift of God which is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands.” I Tim.1:6.

Q 3: Does God heal sinners?

Answer:
We like Evangelist Carl Henry’s brief answer which is very 
much to the point but covers the question. “There is only 
one promise for the sinner; ‘Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you (Mt. 6:33). Healing is primarily the 
children’s bread. There have been instances where God 
has healed unsaved persons, but He has not promised to 
do so. Thus the sinner cannot expect God to answer prayer 
for him unless he is willing to meet the requirements. It 
is sin that has brought sickness into the world. For one to 
seek relief from the penalty of sin, without turning from 
sin is like one who seeks to he relieved from the pain of 
arsenic poisoning while he continues to swallow arsenic.

Q 4. When deaf mutes are healed will they be able to speak 
at once?

Answer: 
This is a most important question because there is a 
general lack of information of a deaf mute’s condition 
before and after healing. Often the deaf person is normal 
in every way except he cannot hear. Because he cannot 
hear, sound has no significance to him, and therefore he 
does not speak. These usually can be taught to lip read, 
and also to speak a few words. Because they cannot hear 
their own speaking, the words often will be uttered in a 
squeaky and unintelligible manner. True mutes are usually 
bound in their vocal organs also, and cannot be taught to 
speak at all. 
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Jesus definitely attributed deafness and dumbness to an 
evil spirit: “He rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him: 
“You dumb and deaf spirit, 1 charge you to come out of 
him, and enter no more into him” (Mk. 9:25). Since we 
know of sincere Christians who suffer of this affliction, it 
is proof that while Satan cannot touch the Christian’s soul, 
he can afflict the body (See Job.2:7). When the deaf and 
dumb spirit is cast out, the subject can now both hear and 
speak as we have witnessed scores of times.

This is most important to remember— the individual 
never having heard sound is utterly unable to understand 
the meaning of the words that he hears. It is strange that 
more people do not recognize this fact. If an American 
was suddenly ushered into the centre of conversation by 
Chinamen, he would he unable to understand or make 
himself understood. Foreigners live years in this country 
and some never learn our language and few learn to 
speak it fluently. Yet the person who has been deaf all his 
life is often expected to understand what is being spoken 
to him, and to speak in return. How unfair this is to the 
person who has been delivered. Truly at that moment the 
one who has been healed needs all the sympathy and help 
people can give him.

As one man testified in Freeman’s meetings: “I was healed, 
and now can hear trains, airplanes and cars; my only 
trouble is that I cannot understand what people say as I 
have never heard before. I will have to learn the meaning 
of words.”

Rev. Carl A. Goad; Pastor, Assembly of God, Riverside.
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He then told of his father’s healing. He said: “He could hear 
very easily several feet away and could hear the piano, but 
could not understand people talking.” 

A child that has been delivered of deafness should not be 
sent back to the deaf school. The child itself has learned to 
communicate my means of his fingers or by lip-reading. 
It is unnatural for him to try to communicate by means of 
sound which is as unfamiliar to him as to an infant. Moreover 
the child or person must be made to concentrate on the 
sound to understand it. The parent must now be as patient 
in training the child to speak as it would be to one leaving 
infancy. Moreover, principals of deaf schools cannot be 
expected to have much sympathy with miracles of healing 
that will disrupt their school. (This is not always true; some 
instructors have been overjoyed at the deliverance).

It is also very essential that the parents of a child who is 
delivered, or if it is an older person, they themselves will 
consecrate their lives to the Lord and avoid sin, unbelief 
or carelessness that will permit the deaf spirit to return (Jn 
5:14). Jesus plainly, showed that even, the spirits that He 
cast out sought to return to the individual from whence 
they came. If that person’s life was not filled with the things 
of God, the evil spirit might well take his abode again, and 
the last state be worse than the first (Lk. 11:24-28).
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Chapter 9

What about Medicine?

Q 5. I expect to be prayed for the healing of my body. Shall 
I at that time quit taking medicine? 

Answer: 
First of all, we should make it clearly understood that 
we have no criticism of the medical profession. Many 
physicians are Godly men; some have great faith in 
divine healing. We have letters in our possession in which 
physicians have requested prayer for their patients. Who 
would dare say that the world has no need for specially 
trained men to teach people concerning the care of their 
bodies. Christ commended those who cared for the sick 
and wounded (Lk 10:34). Special assistance and care 
is needed by mothers at the time of the birth of their 
children. Nevertheless, at their best, physicians can only 
assist nature; God alone can heal. In the booklet, “Divine 
Healing in the Freeman Meetings,” is this statement:

“When a malignant disease such as cancer, tumor, 
tuberculosis, fastens itself upon the body, there is little 
that drugs can do. We may appreciate the care that trained 
personnel can give people in time of sickness, hut for real 
deliverance from organic disease we must turn to the 
Lord with all our hearts not put our trust in drugs which 
ordinarily can only alleviate suffering and not cure it. (Even 
in the use of the so called wonder drug, penicillin, it has 
been found that after a short time of its use, this results in 
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the production of a drug-resisting strain of bacteria that 
survives successive injections of the drug). 

This is all the more true of people who have trusted in 
the Lord in the past for healing, as it is well brought out 
in II Chron. 16:12-13, where it declares that Asa who had 
believed the Lord for many things failed to trust the Lord 
for healing when he became ill. However, it is important 
to note that unless faith for healing through the Great 
Physician has been born in the soul, just ceasing to use the 
drug will not heal the individual. One does not take the 
crutches from a lame man until he exercises faith to walk 
without them. To that person whose trust is in God as the 
Healer of his body, the matter of the use of drugs ceases to 
be a problem. Medicines and drugs are not necessary for 
those whose faith is in Christ, the Great Physician.

Q 6: A woman who was dying of cancer was prayed for, 
and we thought that she was healed. Later she passed the 
cancer and was able to be up and about, although she never 
became strong. About a year later, after a short illness, she 
died. How do you account for these circumstances?

Answer: 
1. This reflects the desperate need for teaching on divine 

healing. Salvation of the soul is a revelation and so is 
healing to the body, yet one grace is bigger than the 
other. Some believe and then through temptation 
fall away Lk 8:13. They loose hope for deliverance for 
a body. Some individuals neglect to replace spiritual 
things by arguing over ‘fact and truth’, and even argue 
over miracles.

2. Ignorance of the Word of God. Lending your ear to 
those who are in unbelief. 
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3. Not taking proper care of the body. Epaphroditus, a 
godly man that he was, almost died because he over-
taxed his body, and his physical body was not able to 
match the pace he set his spiritual labours. Phil 2:25-30

4. Divine Healing is available to the child of God as long 
as his allotted time may last on this earth. Divine 
Healing is not intended to assure anyone of perpetual 
mortal life. Yet as long as lives on earth he has the right 
to expect deliverance from sickness and disease.

5. Some have faith for a healing and not a creative 
miracle. Many times people are brought to meetings 
with extreme cases of cancer in which the malignancy 
has destroyed vital organs. The faith of the evangelist 
might destroy the cancer yet the faith of the patient 
might not be able to restore the damaged organ. A 
man can live without an arm due to gangrene, but not 
a liver.

6. It is perfectly correct to tell a man to say he is healed, 
since the healing, as far as the mind of God is 
concerned, was accomplished at Calvary, and was so 
reckoned by Paul in 1Pet 2:24; however it is wise of us 
to accommodate our words to the understanding of 
the people. Symptoms are the devils lies challenging 
the word of God. To give heed to these symptoms, is to 
make the same mistake Eve did in the Garden of Eden.

Q 7: May not children of unsaved parents be brought to 
the healing meetings and be delivered?

Answer:
In the great healing meetings, we are often brought face 
to face with this question: May children of unrepentant 
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sinners be healed? It happens that Christians often bring 
to the meetings afflicted children to be healed whose 
parents are unsaved.

Now the question is not, “Can they be healed?” For the 
gifts of healing are powerful, and it is quite possible that a 
miracle of deliverance could take place. But it must always 
be remembered that in the use of the Gifts of Healing there 
is a solemn responsibility: 

• God looks on things differently than man. 
• Man is interested in health for the present. 
• God thinks in terms of eternity. 
• There is no advantage in securing a healing that 

does not lead people to serve and live for God. 

Every sick person wants to be healed, but not every sick person 
desires his healing for the glory of God.

Jesus laid His hands upon the little ones and blessed them. 
And this is always correct. In churches throughout the land 
it is a common and scriptural practice to dedicate small 
children to the Lord, even if parents are unsaved. However, 
when it came to the matter of the healing of a child of an 
unsaved parent, notice how different the words of the 
Lord were. The Syrophoenician woman had come to Jesus 
and asked for healing for her daughter. It was grievous 
and pathetic case and no doubt moved the Master’s heart, 
for the child was devil possessed. But the Syrophoenician 
woman was outside the household of faith, and had no 
proper claim for healing. The Lord said, “Let the children 
first be filled.” Mk 7:27. 

Thus in these great healing meetings of today, as in the 
days of Christ, where there are thousands of people to be 
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prayed for, shall not the time be spent with those who are 
willing to serve God, rather than those who intend to go 
on their way as before, living for self and for this world? 
Jesus said, “It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and 
to cast it unto dogs.” He said this not to hurt the woman, 
but rather to get her on healing ground. 

Unsaved people must be dealt with frankly. They must 
understand that they are guilty sinners before God, and 
that they must submit themselves to Him. The world in 
a sense believes in God, but not a God of holiness who 
requires obedience and righteousness of His people. 
If Jesus had healed the woman’s child without any such 
instruction, she might perhaps have gone on her way in 
heathen darkness as before. 

But she accepted the Lord’s rebuke in all humility, and in so 
doing she opened the way for salvation to come into her 
heart and home. 

She said, “Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs.” By taking this position, she became a 
recipient of blessing, and her daughter was healed.

Any sinner if he is human at all, should be willing for his 
child to be healed. But if he is unwilling to attend the 
meetings and come God’s way, it is a bad sign. If he will 
not serve God for the sake of his suffering child, there 
is not much chance that he would do so after the child 
is healed. There are exceptions, but the best plan is to 
get such people into the meetings, and it may well he 
that when they see what God is doing their hearts will 
be touched and the salvation and healing of the entire 
household result. It is good for both parents to be saved 
when they bring their child for healing.
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But if, one may bring the little one, for the children are 
sanctified by the believing parent. (I Cor; 7:14) Also 
children under the permanent care of a Christian relative 
or guardian, may be properly ministered to for healing. 
If in the Providence of God, unsaved friend, your child 
should have been prayed for and healed, then by all means 
give your life to God at once and thereby show that you 
appreciate His mercy.

Q 9. Why is it that some, in praying for the sick, do not use 
anointing oil?

Answer:
The command to anoint with oil was given by James in his 
instructions to the elders who were to pray for the sick. 
“Let them call for the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up.”Ja 5:14-15.

We find also that the twelve apostles, at the beginning of 
their ministry, anointed with oil. “And they cast out many 
devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them.” Mk 6:13. 

It is generally agreed that the purpose of the oil is to 
symbolise the presence of the Spirit of God in the healing 
of the afflicted one. This, of course, must be true, for 
admittedly the oil alone has no power to heal. Human 
beings living in a natural world, seem to grope for visible 
tokens to stimulate their faith; when believing for the 
unseen power of the spiritual world. 

Gideon requested that the Lord, let dew fall alternately on 
the fleece and the ground as evidence of victory over the 
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Midianites. Ju 6:36-40. A sign of the shadow going back ten 
degrees on the sun-dial was given to Hezekiah as a token 
of his recovery. II Ki 20:8-11. The presence of the anointing 
oil signifies to the sick person that the prayer of faith had 
been made the Spirit of the Lord is indeed present to heal, 
and the promise of deliverance will be fulfilled. 

However, where the Gifts of healing are manifest in great 
power, the anointing with oil is perhaps superfluous. 
When people witness the deaf hearing, the blind seeing, 
the dumb speaking the symbols are hardly necessary. 
People are already convinced that the power of the Lord 
is present to heal. In the actual ministry of Christ, we do 
not find Him anointing with oil. The manifest power of His 
ministry was sufficient and stronger than any symbolic 
evidence. Although Peter anointed with oil during the 
days of his early ministry, yet we find that after the day of 
Pentecost he apparently dispensed with this. To the lame 
man he said, “Look on us . . . In the name of Jesus Christ rise 
up, and walk,” Ac 3:4-6. Even those who lay in his shadow as 
he passed by ‘were healed, although they were not prayed 
for, much less anointed with oil Ac 5:15. Nevertheless some 
men who have had outstanding ministries of healing, 
have continued to anoint with oil as they prayed for the 
sick. There is no reason why they should not continue this 
preference. Indeed, in most cases it is perhaps desirable.

Q 10. Should clothes and handkerchiefs that are prayed 
over and are to be laid upon the sick be anointed with oil?

Answer: 
There is no Scriptural evidence that handkerchiefs for the 
sick were anointed with oil. The sick person is not present 
at the time and does not get the benefit of the symbolic 
use of the oil. Paul took the handkerchiefs or cloths and 
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placed them against his body, and the power of God was 
impregnated in them. In one sense we may truly speak 
of them as anointed handkerchiefs although they be not 
anointed with oil, for they have become the repository of 
the power of the Spirit. Just as we may speak of a minister 
receiving an anointing of the Holy Spirit to preach. I Jn 
2:27; 2 Cor. 1:21

Q11 What was Pauls thorn in the flesh described in 2Cor 
12:7? Some tell us that this meant that Paul had a serious 
sickness or disease from which he could not be healed, if 
this is so does it to indicate that there are some Christians 
whom it is not the Lords will to heal?

Answer:
The first law of sound reasoning is that one should not 
assume the thing which is to be proved. The Scripture 
declares that Paul had “a thorn in the flesh,” and we know 
that it was a messenger of Satan which came to buffet 
him; and we further understand that Paul did not receive 
immediate deliverance from it. But the Bible nowhere 
indicates or implies that this “thorn” was an evil disease 
or sickness of which Paul suffered. It is important that we 
allow the scriptures to explain themselves. What does the 
Bible say “a thorn in the flesh” is? All agree, of course that 
the term is a figure of speech and not a literal thorn. 

What then does it mean? We shall see from the Scriptures 
that the term “thorn in the flesh” is used to indicate 
personalities and not disease. 

In Nu 33:55 Moses said: “If ye will not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come 
to pass, that those which ye let remain of them, shall be 
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pricks in your eyes, and THORNS IN YOUR SIDES, and shall 
vex you in the land wherein you dwell.” KJV

Joshua speaking some time later, said, “They shall be 
scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes.” Jos 23:13. 

Again in Jud 2:3, the Lord speaks of the Canaanites as 
“thorns in your sides.” We see, therefore, that according 
to the Scriptures, “a thorn in the flesh” is not a disease but 
a personality whom the devil uses to annoy, persecute 
or trouble the children of God. In tracing the life of Paul, 
we note the many victories and triumphs he had over the 
opposers of the Gospel. At the Isle of Paphos, a sorcerer 
by the name of Bar-Jesus sought to withstand him, and 
because of his influence, might have seriously hindered 
the advancement of the Gospel on that island. But Paul, 
under the anointing of the Holy Ghost, pronounced a 
curse of blindness upon this enemy of the truth, and as a 
result the governor became a convert, and a revival came 
to the entire island. 

At Philippi, a girl with a familiar spirit, who tried to intrude 
herself upon the ministry of the apostle, was silenced 
when Paul with authority cast the evil spirit out of her. 
When the apostle was lodged in prison, an earthquake 
shook the foundations and opened the doors. But there 
came a time when Paul no longer experienced such 
marvellous deliverances. Cast in prison, he languished 
there a long period of time, and it appeared that evil men 
triumphed over him. Just as the Canaanites were a “thorn 
in the flesh” to the children of Israel, so these persecutors 
were a “thorn” to Paul. But there was a Divine purpose in 
this. During the period he was imprisoned, Paul wrote a 
number of his wonderful epistles. Had he been free to 
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evangelize at that time, it is possible that they would never 
have been written. 

There is something else for those to note who suppose 
that Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was sickness. Just before Paul 
tells about this thorn, he lists his sufferings and labors for 
Christ. He said he was ‘in labors more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft?’ I 
Cor. 11:23.33. It is a long list and it does not sound like the 
story of a sick man who could do or suffer all those things; 
we might wish that kind of sickness upon all the children 
of God! The fact was Paul had infirmities and sufferings but 
not one place in the list is mentioned sickness or disease. 

Finally, note that Paul explained the reason why this 
messenger of Satan was allowed to buffet him. It was 
because of the abundance of the revelations that he 
had received. God did not want to risk his being exalted 
above measure. Few people have received a fraction of the 
revelations that Paul received. Consequently, had Paul’s 
thorn in the flesh been sickness, which we are sure the 
reader can see that it could not have been, there would 
be few people indeed who could attribute the reason for 
their affliction to the same cause.

Q 12 Does God ever send sickness upon people, or does 
the devil always do it? The writer further inquires, that if 
the answer to the above is “No,” then what about IISam 
12:15, and 2 Chron 21:18, Acts 12:23, etc., where theLord 
speaks of bringing sickness upon certain people?

Answer:
We believe the Bible clearly answers this question. Nothing 
in this world can occur unless God permits it. In the Death 
of Christ on the Cross, Rom 8:32 declares that God “spared 
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not his own son but delivered him up for us all.” But other 
Scriptures show us what we all know to be true, that God 
did not actually put Christ to death, but the ones who 
were guilty of this crime, were ungodly men who took the 
Saviour and “by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” Ac 
2:23. These men were controlled by the power of darkness, 
another term for Satan and his evil angels. “When I was 
daily with you in the temple, you stretched forth no 
hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of 
darkness.” Lk 22:53. 

Let us notice two scriptures that speak of those guilty of 
the death of our Lord. 

Mt. 27:1-2 indicts first the chief priests and the elders: “When 
the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of 
the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death, 
and when they had bound him, they led him away and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.” The other 
Scripture speaks of Pilate being responsible for delivering 
Jesus to be crucified. “Then (Pilate) released Barabhas unto 
them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him 
to be crucified.” Mt. 27:26. Now although these Scriptures 
speak of three different parties being responsible for the 
delivering up of Christ to death, everyone understands 
that Pilate and the chief priests were the ones who were 
guilty of the crucifixion of Christ. God was not responsible 
for the death of His beloved Son. True, He delivered Him 
up, but only in the sense that He permitted Him to come 
under the power of evil hands that He might die on the 
Cross, to accomplish the Redemption of lost humanity. 
Every Christian fully understands that it was Satan or the 
power of darkness who controlled the hearts of wicked 
men that conceived the daring plot to put the Redeemer 
to death. Likewise, it was Satan that entered into the heart 
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of Judas and caused him to betray his Master. (Jn 13:27.) 
But as Jesus said, they could have done nothing had not 
God permitted them free course of action (Jn 19:11.) In this 
sense only, God delivered Jesus to die.

Now the Scriptures show that the same thing is true in the 
matter of sickness and disease coming upon the individual. 
The devil said to God, concerning His servant Job, “Put forth 
thy hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy face.” Job 2:5. Satan knew that nothing 
could touch Job except God permitted it. In fact, as the 
devil knew only too well, the Lord had built a Hedge about 
Job, and though he had slyly skulked about the property 
of Job for a long time, he had never until now been able to 
get at the patriarch. But now God gave His permission for 
sickness to come upon Job. But it wasn’t God Who sent the 
sickness! He just withdrew His protection. We are taken as 
it were, behind the scenes and are given the opportunity 
to see just who it was that put the boils on Job. It was the 
devil, as the next verse plainly declares.

“So Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his 
crown.” V 7. 

God sends sickness only in the sense that, when certain 
circumstances arise, He permits the Hedge of Divine 
Protection to be broken down, so that Satan can do his 
evil work. As the Proverbs tell us, “The curse causeless shall 
not come.”

Q 13. Does a seeker for healing always have to have some 
faith to be healed even, if anointed by one who has the 
“Gifts of Healing?”
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Answer:
Some faith is always necessary to receive from God. Jesus 
could do no mighty work in Nazareth because of their 
unbelief.

Paul who undoubtedly had the Gifts of Healing, told the 
lame man to stand on his feet only after he perceived that 
he had faith to be healed. (Ac 14:8-10.) Much, of course, 
depends upon the individual that does the praying, but if 
the person who is being prayed for wavers or lets unbelief 
in his heart, the Scripture says, “Let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” (See Ja 1:6-8.) 
Someone has said, “God has given all His promises to faith; 
He has reserved nothing for unbelief.” 

It does not require a great faith to receive healing when the 
Gifts of Healing are in operation. When one sees the blind, 
the deaf and the dumb, seeing, hearing, and speaking, he 
must be downright wicked to still disbelieve. It is easier to 
pray for a small child than an older person who doubts. A 
baby cannot exercise any active faith, but again, it cannot 
doubt.

In the case of a person so ill that he cannot exercise faith for 
himself or in the case of a small child, or an insane person, 
there should be someone who will exercise faith for them 
besides the one who is called in to pray. In that way there 
is an agreement of faith. (Mt. 18:19.) 

Thus those who brought the palsied man to Christ, 
contributed their faith for his healing. Mk 2:54, One should 
not boast of his faith, but it is, a serious thing for one to 
say he has no faith and then come for healing. One might 
as well say, “Lord, I have no confidence that You will heal 
me, but I’ll try it out anyway.” But repented and in tears 
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he said, “Lord I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” Mk 9:24. 
Then again we must remember that there are conditions 
for healing just as there are conditions for salvation. Jesus 
usually instructed the person before He healed them.

Q 14 In the first question, you refer to the anointing oil, 
which is found in the passage in Ja 5:13-16. There is a 
condition expressed?

Answer 
It says, “Confess your faults (margin: sins) one to another, 
and pray one for another, that you may he healed.” The 
implication is that a person who does not confess his sins 
and get them out of the way, might not be healed. Job did 
this very thing and was healed. He said, “I am vile I abhor 
myself.” Then he prayed for his miserable comforters that 
had been so harsh to him, and healing came.

Q 15 Why has God made all the remedies we find in nature 
if He does not intend us to use them? 

Answer: (by Dr. A. B. Simpson):
Perhaps He did not make them any more than He made 
beer and whiskey. God made the barley and man made 
the alcohol.

Yet there is in the human body, and the natural world, a 
certain Vis Medicatrix Naturae, ( Def. The healing power of 
nature)as the doctors call it, that is a certain restorative, 
power, which is a part of His Divine beneficence for a world 
which He foresaw would be cursed with sin and sorrow. 
We do not deny that natural remedies may go a certain 
length and possess a limited value in relieving and healing 
the human body. But 
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1. They are limited and extremely uncertain.

2. They are not His way for His children.

3. They are not to be combined in the Scriptures with 
Divine Healing.

4. They work through natural, the other through 
supernatural channels.

5. They do not act on the same principles. The one is a 
local and specific treatment, the other is a direct vital 
touch upon the springs of life.

6. All Christ’s redemption purchases must be free gifts, 
by grace without works, and so if Divine Healing be 
through Christ’s Blood, it must be a gift of grace alone. 
We cannot mix our works with it any more than our 
justification.

7. He must have all the glory, and if man touch it he will 
be sure to claim it.

Faith by its very nature, is always weakened by a mixture of 
man’s works. If it has a human twig to lean upon it will lean 
harder upon it than upon God’s mightiest works. It must 
therefore have God only.

Sin, The Cause of Sickness 

Andrew Murray’s “Divine Healing” was Book of Month 
September, 1949

In Ja 5:15-16, as in other Scriptures, the pardon and 
healing of sickness are closely united. James declares that 
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the pardon of sins will be granted with healing; and for this 
reason he desires to see confession of sin accompany the 
prayer which claims healing. We know that the confession 
of sin is indispensable to obtain from God the pardon of 
sin. It is not less so to obtain healing. 

Unconfessed sin presents an obstacle to the prayer of 
faith; in any case the sickness may soon reappear and for 
this reason.

Sickness is a consequence of sin. It is because of sin that 
God permits it; in order to show us our faults or could 
we say ‘to chasten’ us, or instruct us by high-lighting the 
problem we need to deal with and purify us from them. 
Sickness is therefore a visible sign of God’s judgment upon 
sin. It is not that the one who is Sick is necessarily a greater 
sinner than another who is in health. On the contrary it is 
often the most holy among the children of God whom He 
chastens, as we see from the example of Job. Neither is it 
always to check some fault which we can easily determine; 
it is especially to draw the attention of the sick one to that 
which remains in him of the egotism of the “old man” and 
of all which hinders in him from a life entirely consecrated 
to his God. The first step which the sick one has to take in 
the path of Divine Healing will he therefore to let the Holy 
Spirit of God probe his heart and convince him of sin. After 
which will come, also humiliation, decision to break with 
sin, and confession. A sincere confession will be followed 
by a new assurance of pardon. “If he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him.”

Q 16. Can we walk in perpetual divine health?
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Answer:
• “And with His stripes we ARE healed” Isa. 53:5
• “By whose stripes ye were healed” I Pet. 2:24

This is not a promise, this is a statement of fact. This is 
something that has already been done. I do not need to 
try to get healed when God says that I am already healed. I 
need to thank Him for this glorious fact and act accordingly. 
I need to appropriate this merciful message by faith, and 
thereby reckon in my heart and confess with my mouth 
that it is done. But the tempter laughs and mocks at you 
saying, “Thou fool! Don’t you feel that pain?” But you calmly 
declare, “lT IS DONE, because it is thus written.”

Jesus mastered Satan with “It is written” during the 
temptation (Mt. 4:1-11) And you will master him with all his 
sickness inflicting power by quoting to him, “It is written, 
by His stripes I am healed” and acting accordingly. 

The Word of God and the Name of Jesus are the two 
weapons against which the very powers of hell cannot 
prevail. The weakest Christian has both. Abandon yourself 
to the Lordship of the word and act on it and God will 
become real to you. May the Father grant His blessings 
and deliverance to all who are needy is my prayer.

Q18 You have shown that the scriptures teach that it is the 
will of God to heal all in the same sense that it is His will to 
save all, but do you think that many who pray, “If it be thy 
will Lord”, for their healing are sincere in that prayer? 

Answer: 
It is not for us to sit in the place of judgment. Christ 
declared that His words would judge us in the last day. 
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We know that many believe that they are sincere in their 
prayer for healing, when they pray “If it be thy will”. No 
doubt they suppose that in so doing they are showing 
a proper humility, and that the prayer is pleasing in the 
sight of God. Certainly if God had not fully expressed His 
will in the matter, this would be the only prayer to pray 
for healing. But once God has fully expressed his will in a 
matter, doubt concerning the veracity of God’s Word, far 
from being pleasing to him is the very opposite. God’s 
Word for healing is: 

1. “I am the Lord that healeth thee”. (Exod. 15:26)
2. “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and forget not all his 

benefits. Who forgives all your iniquities; who heals 
all your diseases”. (Ps. 103:3) 

3. “When evening came, they brought to Him many 
who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the 
spirits with a word and healed all who were ill. 
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah 
the prophet: “He Himself took our infirmities and 
carried away our diseases.” (Mt. 8:16-17). 

4. Is any among you sick … the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. (Ja 
5:13-15).

Since God has revealed Himself so fully as the Healer of all 
who come to Him in faith it is nothing short of displeasing 
to God to question His Word in this matter.

Just so it would be to pray for the salvation of a penitent 
sinner with the words “If it be thy will”, we know that in view 
of God’s Word proclaiming the universality of salvation to 
“whosoever will” this would be far from pleasing in the 
sight of God. 
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As to the sincerity of those who pray for healing with the 
qualification “If it be thy will”, we shall not give a verdict. 
The prophet spoke a great truth when he said, “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who 
can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). 

One needs ever to pray that the Spirit of God shall 
illuminate his mind and conscience lest he deceive 
himself. When a minister prays for the sick with the words, 
“If it be thy will”, he perhaps believes that he is manifesting 
a proper humility before God. But there is a test which 
shows how his own heart unwittingly has deceived him. 
In the example before us suppose the sick person des not 
get better, arid the minister refers the man to a surgeon. 
After examination the surgeon declares that if a certain 
operation is performed the man will almost certainly get 
well but if not performed he will die. 

If he were sincere in his previous prayer he will now say, 
“O no doctor, we do not know whether it is God’s will for 
the man to recover. We dare not take chances on getting 
this man out of the will of God”. But is such ever done? Of 
course not. At that time nothing usually enters any one’s 
mind as to the will of God, but rather to get well at all costs. 
It is evident then that the prayer, “If it be thy will”, when it 
comes to the matter of divine healing is in most cases an 
unconscious gesture of the mind to conceal its unbelief.

Q 19 I was diagnosed with a certain disease and have been 
taking medicine for that condition. I have recently been 
learning about Divine Healing. I am very excited about 
what I am hearing, and I am trusting God for healing. My 
question has to do with the medicine I am taking. Should 
I discontinue my medication as an act of faith? Is taking 
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medicine a contradiction to my faith? I am a little bit 
confused as to what I should do along these lines.

Answer:
The questions you present are very good ones. Actually, 
many people have had questions and experienced 
confusion about these very same issues. It seems that no 
matter what subject is being discussed people tend to go 
to one extreme or another. It is like a driver who can’t keep 
his car out of the ditches on either side of the road. On 
the subject of faith and medicine, some people teach that 
God no longer heals or if He does, it is very rare. They state 
that the age of miracles has passed away. Others go to the 
opposite extreme and state that not only does God still 
heal, but that it is a sin for a Christian to use doctors or take 
medicine in pursuit of healing.

The problem with the first teaching is obvious. It denies 
the Bible truth that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever (Heb 13:8). The Bible simply does not 
teach that God’s power was to be relegated to a certain 
time frame. We serve the same Jesus who lived and healed 
nearly 2,000 years ago. We have the same Holy Spirit who 
anointed Him to do the wonderful works He did. The 
compassion and mercy of God have not changed, and 
neither have His promises.

The danger of the second extreme is also clear. Much 
reproach has been brought to the Body of Christ by 
individuals who have preached against doctors and 
against the use of medicine by Christians. I have collected 
a number of articles from newspapers over the years 
relating how people have suffered and even died 
needlessly because of this type of approach. In some cases, 
parents have withheld medical help from their children on 
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religious grounds. Beyond the public spectacle and the 
physical suffering this creates, many people have suffered 
emotionally and spiritually because of the guilt, shame, 
and condemnation heaped upon them by those who 
have embraced and advocated this erroneous ideology. 
I believe it is unfortunate that some people have chosen to 
pit medicine against faith as though they were somehow 
adversarial. I believe these two forces should be seen as 
complementary, not as contradictory. After all, both your 
faith and the doctor are aiming at the same goal: your 
wholeness and healing. My persuasion is that medicine 
and faith can be integrated. They do not need to be 
isolated from one another.

Q 20 Who is qualified to pray or minister to the sick?

Answer:
Lets look at Mt 9:37-38.

Do you notice the progression of thought?

1. The Word and the Spirit (teaching, preaching, and 
healing)

2. Pastoral Ministry (He saw them as sheep without a 
shepherd)

3. The Multiplication of Labourers (He summoned the 
12)

One person can’t do all the work if he does he’ll soon 
realize how taxing, demanding, and draining that can be. 
It won’t be long before he cries out to God as Moses did, 
“I can’t carry all these people by myself! The load is far too 
heavy! If this is how you intend to treat me, just go ahead and 
kill me. Do me a favour and spare me this misery!” (Nu 11:14 
-15, NLT).
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He realises that “doing ministry” is important, but 
“developing ministers” is absolutely essential, not only for 
his own survival, but also for healthy Kingdom expansion.

Further, those he develops can’t just have the skills of 
ministry, but they have to have the heart of ministry. Could 
this be reflected in Paul’s remarks? 

Finally, there is to be a consistent multiplication of 
labourers. After Jesus demonstrated the ministry of the 
Word and the Spirit (through teaching, preaching, and 
healing), after He emphasised that ministry has to be done 
with a Shepherd’s heart, and after He encouraged them to 
pray for multiplied labourers, he implemented that exact 
same strategy with His own team.

Matt 10:1, 
Having become fully man, Jesus was working through 
the limitation of being in a single, earthly body. So he 
multiplied Himself through the labourers that He had 
loved and trained. This same multiplication of labourers 
is found in the Great Commission itself: “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore...” 
(Matt 28:18-19).

Likewise, Paul demonstrated this same understanding 
when he told Timothy, “...the things that you have heard 
from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2).

So what should our perspective of ministry be?

• Teaching, preaching, and healing are foundational. 
The ministry of the Word and the Spirit are primary 
functions of ministry.
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• Ministry, though, must be done from the heart of 
Jesus, the Great Shepherd. Ministry is not a one-
time sermon or single prayer line. A shepherd 
continues with the flock and provides on-going 
care, feeding, and ministry.

• Ministry is also not a one-man show or responsibility. 
True ministry involves the multiplication of 
labourers: training, delegating, and releasing 
others into the harvest.

So the 12 in Mt 10 were deputised for a mission and 
acted in full authority in a partial or limited commission. 
Today believers are in a full commission for the world. So 
believers are qualified to administer healing and salvation 
to the world.

Q21 What about Faith and Medicine?

Answer:
• Please consider the following as you seek to resolve 

this issue in your own thinking:

In Lk. 10:30-37, Jesus related a story about a man 
we call “The Good Samaritan.” In this story, the 
Samaritan man came across an individual who 
had been beaten badly and was seriously injured. 
He treated the man’s injuries with oil and wine 
(the best medicines he had access to in that day) 
and bandaged his wounds. Further, he made sure 
the man had time to recuperate and recover from 
his injuries. Jesus commended that man for his 
merciful actions, and said that his was an example 
worth emulating. Apparently Jesus was not against 
the use of medicine when it was necessary.
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• Prov 3:27 says, “Do not withhold good from those 
to whom it is due, When it is in the power of your 
hand to do so.” There are times where we have 
something at our disposal that is good and helpful. 
The Bible tells us when we have the means, the 
resources, and the wherewithal to do good, we 
should not withhold it from the person in need. 
Would the principle conveyed in this Scripture 
apply when a parent has access to medicine that 
will help an ailing child? I think so.

• In the Septuagint version (the Greek translation 
of the Heb Scriptures) of Prov 18:9, we read: “He 
who does not use his endeavours to heal himself 
is brother to him who commits suicide.” This is a 
powerful verse! In this we see that God expects 
us to do what we can do to help ourselves. If you 
accidentally put your hand on a hot stove, you will 
instinctively and quickly pull your hand away. Why? 
When God designed us as human beings He built 
instincts within that cause us to do whatever we 
can to protect ourselves and keep ourselves safe. 
A person would have to override his God-given 
instincts to not do what he could to help himself.

• 1 Jn 3:17 says, “But whoever has this world’s goods, 
and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart 
from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” 
The Amplified Bible here refers to “…resources for 
sustaining life…” While John may not have been 
speaking specifically of medicine here, I believe the 
principle still applies.

• The Apostle Paul advocated the use of something 
“natural” for a chronic physical problem that was 
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experienced by his young assistant, Timothy. 1 
Tim 5:22 says: “No longer drink only water, but 
take a little wine for your stomach’s sake, and your 
frequent infirmities.” The New International Version 
Bible Commentary says this about Paul’s comment: 
“Apparently for medicinal purposes, Timothy is told 
not to restrict himself to drinking water but to use 
a little wine because of your stomach and your 
frequent illnesses.

• Ask yourself the question: “Who gave the doctors 
and researchers the wisdom to be able to develop 
medicines and treatments that help the sick?” I 
believe it was God Himself.

• Remember that faith does not imply denying the 
existence of a problem. David did not deny the 
existence of Goliath. He believed that God would 
help him overcome that challenge. In the same 
way, trusting God for healing does not mean that 
we deny the existence of a physical problem. When 
Paul’s friend, Epaphroditus, was sick, Paul was very 
realistic about the situation. He did not play word 
games and deny the existence of the problem. He 
said, “For indeed, he was sick almost unto death, but 
God had mercy on him” (Phil 2:27a). Some people 
have gotten into trouble because they thought 
that it was an act of faith to deny the existence of 
a problem.

• Keep in mind that Paul said we are transformed 
by the renewing of our mind (Ro 12:2), not by the 
removing of the mind. 
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• God is not against people using good sense when 
dealing with the challenges of life. It seems good 
to me that when a challenge comes to hit it with 
every weapon we have available. Don’t neglect 
the practical and the physical by focusing only on 
the spiritual but neither should you neglect the 
spiritual while trusting only in the practical and the 
physical. Use the good that the world has to offer 
and benefit from whatever help is available in the 
natural realm but make sure that you are trusting 
God first and foremost.

• If you use medicine or have surgery, continue to 
trust God, and look to Him as your Great Physician. 
Use good sense in bringing every tool available to 
your aid. Trust God to not only work through the 
natural means available, but trust Him to work 
above and beyond whatever help man can offer.

• In closing, let me offer a few pastoral thoughts. In 
more than three decades of ministry, I have seen 
many people healed as a result of faith and prayer. 
I believe strongly in God’s goodness and His mercy 
and I believe He is still in the healing business.

• I have also seen situations where it seems people 
operated in foolishness or presumption by electing 
to disregard or neglect medical advice. I have seen 
situations where a medical condition had advanced 
to an acute critical stage that could have been taken 
care of had the person acted earlier. I believe it is 
very unfortunate when a person neglects available 
care or a prescribed treatment especially when a 
condition is at a very treatable stage.
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• As a general rule I encourage people to work 
with their doctor to receive medical care, and to 
follow their doctor’s counsel. At the same time I 
encourage people to trust in God and look to Him 
as their Healer. Saturating yourself with God’s Word 
and God’s promises concerning healing is the way 
to build your faith and to keep your faith strong. 
Your physician may or may not believe in Divine 
Healing but he can tell when a change has taken 
place in your body. Whether this change occurs 
by natural means by supernatural intervention, 
or by a combination of the two your doctor can 
recognize this and modify or discontinue whatever 
medications or treatments he has prescribed 
for you. In my opinion, this approach reflects the 
wisdom of God. It does not put faith and medicine 
in opposition to one another but integrates them 
into working together for the good of the people 
whom God loves.

Q 22: What is the differences between ‘faith healing’ to 
Divine Healing? 

Answer:
Faith healing is the power of the mind over matter, 
suggestion or auto-suggestion. Divine Healing is based 
on the immediate benefits of Christ’s atonement and 
redeeming work on the cross. The difference is: what you 
do to get it; and what He has done for you to recieve it as 
a gift.

Q 23.: Is salvation of soul more important than healing?
Answer: 
Yes. Salvation is eternal, Healing is for our life on earth.
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Q 24: Is suffering saints the will of God? Are all saints 
suffering from bodily affliction out of the will of God? 

Answer: 
Paul, Tim & Epaphroditus suffered in body but were not out 
of God’s will. Reason some suffer is they are living outside 
of God given laws for natural health. The automatic result 
from suffering is to draw closer to God.

Q 25: Is miracles for this age?
Answer: 
Yes. There is no single verse in the bible to show that 
miraculous gifts have been withdrawn. 1 Cor 12:27, 28. As 
in the past with increasing apostasy, materialism, there is 
— as in the past a need for more miracles.

Q 26: Where do multi-generational curses fit in? 
Answer: 
It is insisted upon those who hate God, and He Show’s 
mercy to those that love Him and keep His commandments 
to 100 generations! Exod 20:5, 6; Dt 7:9; Ezek 18.

Q 27. What about Faith and Action for Healing?

Answer:
God wants us to live with a great sense of expectancy. 
However, we need to keep in mind that great things 
don’t just happen. They occur when we walk with God 
and cooperate with Him. The Apostle James was known 
for being a very blunt and outspoken minister, and he 
had some powerful things to say about the Christian not 
merely saying he believes, but acting on his faith!

James 2:19-25 (The Message Bible)
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“Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, 
but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you 
had done something wonderful? That’s just great. Demons 
do that, but what good does it do them? Use your heads! 
Do you suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and 
works in two and not end up with a corpse on your hands? 
Wasn’t our ancestor Abraham, “made right with God by 
works”, when he placed his son Isaac on the sacrificial altar? 
Isn’t it obvious that faith and works are yoked partners, that 
faith expresses itself in works? That the works are “works of 
faith”?

The full meaning of “believe” in the Scripture sentence, 
“Abraham believed God and was set right with God,” 
includes his action. It’s that mesh of believing and acting 
that got Abraham named “God’s friend.”

Is it not evident that a person is made right with God not 
by a barren faith but by faith fruitful in works?

The same with Rahab, the Jericho harlot. Wasn’t her action 
in hiding God’s spies and helping them escape—that 
seamless unity of believing and doing—what counted 
with God? Real faith does not deny the problem, it denies 
its voice.

There are a couple of phrases here that I really like — the 
“mesh of believing and acting” and the “seamless unity of 
believing and doing.”

All of us periodically have certain opportunities that enable 
us to act on our faith… to take a step in the direction of 
our dreams. We need to make certain that we don’t let 
these opportunities pass us by. I trust you are inspired by 
the following:



“When one door closes another door opens, but we so 
often look so long and so regretfully upon the closed door 
that we do not see the ones which open for us.”
- Alexander Graham Bell

“For of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are 
these: ‘It might have been.’”
- John Greenleaf Whittier

“The lure of the distant and the difficult is deceptive. The 
great opportunity is where you are.”
- John Burrows

“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is 
dressed in overalls and looks like work.”
- Thomas Edison
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CHAPTER 10.

What about Trophimus, 
the disciple?

If you ask most Christians about the identity of Trophimus, 
you will probably get a blank stare or a shrug of the 
shoulders. Some, though, will remember him as Paul’s 
valued team member who was unable to continue 
journeying due to illness. We don’t know whether he died 
from his sickness or if he recovered shortly after Paul’s 
departure. All we know is what Paul said in one passing 
reference.

“Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick” (2 Timothy 4:20). 

Opponents of divine healing have been quick to point to 
this example along with Job’s boils and Timothy’s stomach 
problems to bolster their arguments against God’s 
willingness and desire to heal. There are five things I notice 
about this passage:

1. Paul did not offer the slightest hint as to why Trophimus 
had got sick or had remained in a physically impaired 
condition. 

2. Paul felt no need to defend the doctrine of healing or 
his own ministry. He didn’t express the idea that he 
had “failed” to get Trophimus healed. 

3. Paul ascribed no fault or blame upon Trophimus. Such 
as:
• “He did not have had enough faith”.
• “There must have been sin in his life.”
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• “He must have ‘missed it’ somewhere.” 
4. Paul did not try to make this into a theological or 

philosophical issue at all. 
5. Paul simply stated the fact of Trophimus’ illness as it 

existed at that moment. 

I am addressing this topic because many believers 
have faced great anguish when someone they love 
has not recovered or even died in spite of much prayer. 
Some surviving loved ones have even been victims of 
judgmental attitudes and condescending remarks by rigid 
and insensitive believers.

Regardless of one’s theology about the role of faith in 
healing, I think that all believers will agree with Paul’s 
statement in 1 Cor 13:13, “And now abide faith, hope, love, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love.” Notice that 
Paul placed love, not faith, at the top of the list. If there 
are times when we don’t understand why something did 
not occur according to one’s faith, the least we can do is to 
make sure that we are walking in love toward those that 
are hurting, and release compassion, care and concern, 
not speculative judgement toward them.

A friend of mine, once remarked, “The faith message is a 
very easy message to teach but a very difficult message to 
pastor.” 

I think most pastors would agree with him. A traveling 
minister or a TV minister can present certain “ultimate” 
truths (absolute best-case scenarios), but they don’t have 
to live with the results of their teaching, or lack of results, 
as the case may be. They move on to the next town or drive 
home from the studio, but pastors have to live and work 
with people through residual problems on a day-to-day 
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basis. It’s easy to rejoice with folks when they experience 
the wonderful results of faith and answered prayer, but 
it is far more challenging to answer the tough questions 
when best-case scenarios do not occur, especially when 
we simply don’t know “why” or have satisfying answers.

Please don’t misunderstand me. I’m all for seeing the power 
of God intervening in every area of our lives, and I know 
first-hand that God is a healing God. But we’ve all seen 
situations where we simply had to “trust in the Lord with 
all of our heart and lean not to our own understanding” 
(Prov 3:5). 

One situation that seems a bit mind-boggling pertains to 
John the Baptist. John, as you know, was the forerunner of 
Jesus, the one that Jesus said was “more than a prophet” 
(Mt. 11:9). Having been imprisoned, John heard of all the 
miracles and healings that Jesus was doing. It makes me 
wonder if John was a bit bewildered, thinking something 
like, “It’s wonderful that all of these other people are getting 
set free, but I’m still in prison. It’s great that everyone else is 
getting their miracle but I haven’t received mine.” 

Could those or similar types of thoughts have contributed 
to John’s decision to send representatives to Jesus with the 
question (Lk 7:19), “Are You the Coming One, or do we look 
for another?” I realize I’m speculating a bit here, but was 
John’s faith shaken when he saw everyone else seemingly 
getting their prayers answered while he remained in 
bondage?

Jesus’ response (Lk 7:21-23) is most interesting. “And that 
very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil 
spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. Jesus answered 
and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have 
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seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he 
who is not offended because of Me.’”

This makes me wonder if Jesus was saying, in essence, 
“John, don’t be offended because many others are getting 
blessed while you’re still in prison.” Just like Paul offered 
no explanation as to why Trophimus remained sick in 
Miletus, the Gospels offer no reason as to why so many 
were receiving miracles while John the Baptist remained 
in prison and was ultimately beheaded by an evil king. 

If Zacharias and Elizabeth (the parents of John the Baptist) 
were still living, can you imagine how tempted they might 
have been to be offended themselves? Would Elizabeth 
have been inclined to think, “Jesus, how could you not 
set my son free after he introduced you and publicly 
promoted you? We are relatives of yours, and you didn’t 
even go visit John in prison!” Holding to a certain doctrine 
or theology is one thing, but when something so personal 
as the death of a loved one happens, a person’s trust can 
be greatly challenged.

What about Salome, the mother of James? Two stark 
verses (Acts 12:1-2) describe his death: “Now about that 
time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some 
from the church. Then he killed James the brother of John 
with the sword.” Nothing flowery about that remark; just a 
plain statement of fact. Most Christians never give much 
thought to those two verses, but we celebrate the next 
seventeen verses (Ac 12:3-19) which gloriously describe 
the deliverance of Peter from Herod in vivid detail. 
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Did you ever stop to ask yourself the question: “Why did 
Peter get delivered right after James was put to death? 
Why did one person get a miracle and the other did not?” 
Of course, there are thoughts we could present about 
the plan of God for Peter’s life, etc. but regardless of how 
theologically correct those answers might be, I doubt they 
would have done much to comfort the pain and agony 
that Zebedee and Salome would have experienced when 
their son was murdered. 

If James’ parents were still alive at that time, I can only 
hope that the church (who rightly celebrated Peter’s 
deliverance) was as effective at “weeping with those who 
weep” as they were in “rejoicing with those who rejoice” 
(Ro 12:15). I certainly hope no one came up to them and 
suggested that James (or that his parents) simply didn’t 
have enough faith.

The Bible simply does not explain why Paul left Trophimus 
sick in Miletus, why John the Baptist died in prison after 
hearing of the miracles received by others, or why Peter 
was miraculously rescued from prison but James was not. 
As much as people sometimes don’t like to hear it, there 
are still “secret things” that belong to the Lord our God 
(Deut. 29:29).

There are instances in Scripture that clearly show us where 
the faith of certain individuals was an integral part of 
desired results being realised in the here-and-now:

1. The woman with the issue of blood (Mk 5:34) 
2. The centurion (Mt. 8:13) 
3. The lame man in Lystra (Acts 14:9-10). 
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But there are also examples given in Scripture where faith 
seems to be more of a transcendent faith, an over-arching 
faith in God Himself that stood strong in spite of specific 
results that were not realised or experienced. 

Habakkuk, the prophet of the Old Testament, described an 
unconditional faith in God; a faith that transcended specific 
results (or lack of results) and yet still looked confidently 
and expectantly toward the future.

Hab 3:17-19
Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on 
the vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and 
the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut 
off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—  
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation. The LORD God is my strength; He will make my 
feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high 
hills.

May I propose a paraphrase to the prophet’s words? 
“When everything that could possibly go wrong does, and 
anything that could possibly go right doesn’t, I’m still going 
to keep my faith in God Himself. Trusting God, for me, is 
not restricted to certain results nor deterred by any lack 
of results. My faith transcends any and all circumstances 
and rests only in Him. I will continue to rejoice in Him, and 
am confident that He will still make me victorious in the 
long-run.”

Does any of this mean we should not pray for specific 
results? Absolutely not! We should never forget that Jesus 
said (Mk. 11:24), “What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” 
We need to feed on these types of promises and keep 
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our confidence strongly built up. We should expect great 
things from God!

But we must also have resiliency in trusting God. Many 
of God’s choice servants (such as Trophimus, John the 
Baptist, and James, along with their loved ones) faced 
opportunities for discouragement, disappointment, and 
even disillusionment. You and I may not know why certain 
things turn out the way they do, but we know that God 
doesn’t want us condemning others or condemning 
ourselves. The greatest of these is still love! We rejoice 
when outcomes are what we want, but if our desired 
outcome is not what we experience in a given situation, it 
does nothing to change the fact that He loves us with an 
everlasting love that He is still good, faithful, and worthy of 
our trust, our devotion, our worship, and our praise.

There are many people who have been prayed for and yet 
have never received their healing or complete healing. 
There is one scripture which is given to help you: 

Heb 11:39 “And all these, having gained approval through 
their faith, did not receive what was promised,”

Mounce translation: “ … and although they all had received 
commendation for their faith, they did not receive what 
had been promised…”
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CHAPTER 11.

What about a Healing 
Revival?

Most of the principles of revival are always basically the 
same. It starts with: 

• A sincere and humble heart toward God and His 
word.

• A hate for sin, idolatry and anything that would 
dishonour the bride.

• A hunger and passion for truth in His word.
• Where the word of God is elevated above any other 

law.
• A renewed heart for worship.
• A desire for unity.
• There would be a greater desire in the hearts of 

God’s people to see him move in revival power in 
these desperate days and in our sick land than we 
have seen for many years.

George and Stephen Jeffreys, 1905 started Elim work in 
Liverpool.

He gave some comments about his planned crusades in a 
10,000 seater in Liverpool UK. 

At the beginnings of Elim movement we have these 
scriptures that seem like God is waiting on us for an 
outpouring of presence and power. 
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• “See if I will not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pour out for you an overflowing blessing” 
(Mal 3:10) “And in the last days, God declares, I will 
pour out my Spirit on all flesh” (Acts 2:17). “That you 
may know what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power in us who believe” (Eph 1:19). “All things 
are possible to him who believes” (Mark 9:23). “The 
fields are already white unto harvest” (John 4:35).

So, on the one hand we have a situation where God wants 
to work and on the other hand, were the people are really 
desirous to see him move. So why isn’t it happening?

Well lets consider a few things. 

1. Is there anything in the Word of God that would 
discourage us from expecting these things to happen 
again? In the light of the above quoted scriptures I 
personally can’t think of anything, at least that cannot 
be remedied by us.

2. Are the days of big open-air meetings over? This may 
well be true, but I’m not specifically referring to a 
repetition of the large crusades such as those taken by 
Branham, Lindsay and Osborn, because I don’t think 
that the way in which God moves is really so important. 
What is important, I feel, is the outpouring of the same 
power that turned the world upside down in the early 
church (Acts 17:6) that can shake our city in whatever 
way God wants to do this. He alone holds the keys to 
unlocking the outpouring of his blessing that His word 
indicates is being held in readiness for the time when 
God’s people are ready to receive it.



What about a Healing Revival?

95

3. Were not the needs of the 1930’s; 1940’s; 1950’s and 
now 2020’s completely different to today? Admittedly 
the early crusades were held towards the end of the 
Great Depression, there was no National Health Service 
or any of the comforts or the amount of entertainment 
that we have today. But have these things made us 
any happier? Are we more content and fulfilled than 
they were then or are we appreciably healthier? I don’t 
believe that we are, in fact I would say that the quality 
of life in some respects is not as good as it was then. We 
only have to look at some of the people as we walk in 
our towns or cities to see that there are a lot of sad and 
hard faces and some look desperately miserable. The 
spiritual needs of today I would say are surely as great 
as they were then, if not more so.

4. Doesn’t the state of the church today negate the 
possibility of such a move of God? Here are some 
questions to ask ourselves, and I’m including myself 
here.
• In saying that we really want God to move in our 

midst, how desperately do we want this? Do we 
want it at any price? 

• The rich young ruler was earnest in his desire for 
eternal life, so upright and blameless was his life 
that he could say to Jesus “all these commandments 
I have observed from my youth.” How many of us 
could say that? But Jesus wanted to draw him into 
following him and into service for him, but sadly he 
was not willing to pay the price that he asked (Mt 
19:16).

• Are we able to say to the Master “I am ready for 
whatever you want to do in my life?” or are we so 
encumbered with the cares, distractions or riches 
of this life? Do we have our lives so well ordered 
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and planned that we have a placard outside our 
lives with the notice “do not enter!” Perhaps we 
have certain “no go” areas in our lives that are “non-
negotiable” to any “interference”. As somebody 
recently commented “God is the ultimate interferer 
in our lives” and He will not accept anything less 
than a complete surrender to His will and purpose 
in our lives. So committed was Isaiah that when 
God asked the question “who will go” he was able 
to respond immediately “here I am send me” and I 
believe that he would have gone, there and then 
(Isaiah 6). Do we have this readiness in our lives? 
Those who will have seen “The Diary of Revival”, 
will recall that when Evan Roberts believed that 
God was calling him to his hometown of Loughor, 
he dropped everything in obedience to God and 
returned home and that without any promise of 
support. God certainly honoured him for that and 
within a few weeks the great Welsh Revival had 
broken out.

I believe that these are important things for us to consider 
and that before we are quick to judge the state of the 
church that we need to look carefully at our own lives here.

• Another point that I would like to make is that God 
does not always require great numbers of people 
through whom to work. Consider the following: -
• Elijah took on the nation of Israel single 

handedly (1 Ki 18:20).
• Gideon took only 300 men against 135,000 

Midianites (Ju 7).
• From 120 people in prayer and one accord in 

the upper room the whole world was reached 
with the gospel (Ac 2).
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• Wesley said “give me 300 men who fear nobody 
but God and hate nobody but the devil and I 
will turn the world upside down.

• The spark that ignited the Welsh Revival came 
from a small group of young people united in 
prayer at Loughor, praying until the early hours 
of each morning.

• God used two old ladies, Peggy and Christine 
Smith, both in their eighties, both disabled and 
housebound, to play a significant part in the 
Hebrides Revival of 1949-52.

What are the marks of some who hear the heart cry for 
revival?

1. Need a man of faith, called by God to preach the Gospel 
and who has a great anointing on his life. So that the 
word of God penetrates the hearts of men and women 
like hot-pointed arrows. A new breed of preachers on 
fire.

2. The fact that ten or thousands of people pray for an 
outpouring. ‘Will You not revive us again that Your 
people may rejoice in You’. (Ps 85:6) and ‘O Lord revive 
Your work in the midst of the year”. (Hab 3:2).

3. Obedience is also a significant factor. For example, 
Jeffreys came with his team to Liverpool (as with all his 
other crusades) as they were led by the Holy Spirit to 
do so. They believed that God had called them and so 
they came. Nobody I’m sure would undertake such a 
mission with a 3000 seater tent, and only a team of two 
people. Then later a 10,000 seater.
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4. Always a little dependence on human resources, but 
an almost total dependence on God to bring about 
the blessing. For example God would not allow Gideon 
to use what resources he had (i.e. his army of 32,000 
troops) to carry out His directive to defeat the army of 
135,000 Midianites, but required him instead to reduce 
it to a tiny fraction of this, lest it was perceived that 
they had somehow achieved the victory, and take the 
credit themselves. 

5. As meetings commence it becomes clear that God is at 
work, so much so that it was He who was in control of 
those meetings, and that any human involvement was 
not so significant. This was something that is realised 
all too well and that the minister must flow with God’s 
Spirit. Here is what one revivalist said some years later, 
“at times one felt such a sense of God’s presence and 
such a manifestation of power that our souls were filled 
with awe and amazement, almost to the point of being 
frightened at what would happen next.” So confident 
was he that God was in control that he went on holiday 
part way through, no doubt for a much-needed rest, 
otherwise I’m sure he would have taken no such risk! 
Had he tried to organise and take control of what God 
was doing I believe that the river would have quickly 
stopped flowing.

Some known Characteristics of past Revivals

1. The Influence of the scripture: “We were taught to 
honour the Word of God”. The knowledge and the 
attitude toward the word of God and accepting its 
standards for everyday life. Divine encounters were 
not above the scriptures. 

2. Ministry of preaching was based on:
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• A preparation message for the reception of the 
soon coming King,

• and for a place in the coming kingdom.

3. Prayer: Ps 24:3-4; 85. Selfish prayer is hidden pride.

4. Expectancy: ‘An atmosphere of excited expectation 
and certain hope possessed us’. (Sounds from Heaven 
by Dr. C. Peckham)

5. Conviction: A solemn sense of eternity fell on people.

6. A consciousness of the presence of the Lord.

7. The Power of God: Signs, wonders, healings and 
miracles were manifested all the time; that was not the 
only ‘attraction’ it was His Divine Presence. 

8. Singing: Singing the word of God, filled with the 
presence of God and singing in the Holy Ghost.

9. Joy: Devil does not like hanging around happy people. 

10. Love and Unity.

11. Hunger for Truth: Late Hours. Arrive home at 3am 
sometimes 5am for weeks at a time. That is an 
Awakening.

12. Preaching messages were on: an eternity without God. 
Doom of a sinner. The wrath of God. Power of the cross 
and the glory of the redeemed. In Preaching the gospel 
these 5 titles or truths are to be given - sickness; sin; 
demons; death; 2nd Coming of Jesus and an eternal 
lifestyle.
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13. After the meetings: Winning souls to be sincere, 
complete and fulfilled. The result was specific in motive 
- salvation of sinners.

14. Phenomena: 
• A phenomenon gathers more to meetings than 

organisation and planning. 
• It has an environment of it’s own. 
• Signs and wonders are the language of revival. 
• Man does not live by miracles alone, but by every 

word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 
Miracles signs and wonders are not food. They are 
signs to tell you where the food is. If you try to live 
on the signs, you get unbalanced nutrition.

15. Heavenly music and Angelic singing and new songs 
were written.

16. Buildings shake, trances, Light, visions and dreams. 
Simply the supernatural.

17. No age gap, open witnessing.

Why did the Healing Movement Subside?

As shared by Ern Baxter, one of the Voice of Healing 
Evangelists.

Men were suddenly ushered into very prominent, eye-
catching, supernatural ministries. Many of them couldn’t 
handle it personally. One of the sad aspects of the healing 
movement is the personal shipwrecks and breakdowns. I 
think the healing movement began to subside because of 
the way it was mishandled.
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Men could not handle the celebrity pressures and 
personal temptations. In addition a number of extraneous 
elements came in, such as exaggeration, false reports, 
misrepresentation. Right at the beginning of the healing 
movement, I saw this starting to emerge. The healers could 
not meet together in any meaningful way. They would 
have a conference together, but it was not meaningful. 
They began to publish competitive exaggerated statistics 
on tent size, numbers, results and other things.

At that time Gordon Lindsay, who was still relating to 
Branham, started the Voice of Healing Magazine. Because I 
(Ern Baxter) was prominently involved with Branham, I was 
asked to contribute. I wrote an article out of my conviction 
and concern entitled, “The Curse of Carnal Comparisons,” 
in which I pointed out that there was a good deal of 
Corinthianism already in the healing movement. And that 
if something was not done by the healers to remedy it, this 
movement would self-destruct.

As a result of that article I was persona non grata from 
there on as far as the healers were concerned, so I confined 
myself to Branham. Tragically, as these men violated the 
principles of plurality, each of them had his turn at the 
pinnacle of fame, but most of them were easily picked off 
by the enemy. Satan’s aim is good.

I remember in the beginning of the healing movement, 
simply to report a healing would produce great jubilation 
and praise from congregations. However, the cynicism 
became so deep that the people’s confidence was 
diminished. People began to circulate healing testimonies 
which, when they were checked out by reputable 
journalists and reporters, even those who were friendly 
to the movement, were found to be false. The percentage 
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of healings that stood up after investigation was 
embarrassingly low. As a result, disillusionment set in, and 
the healing movement as it was known in the beginning 
declined in momentum until today you can’t say it really 
amounts to anything as a movement.

What causes a ministry to a close?

I believe there’s a Bible principle involved. No matter who 
we are, if we don’t relate to the principles of truth, we pay 
for it. We either fall on it and break in repentance, or it falls 
on us and breaks us in judgment.

The measure of faith Paul talks about in Romans 12 where 
he says, “to each man is given a measure of faith . . . he that 
prophesieth, let him prophecy according to the measure 
of faith,” indicates that we all have been given a grace 
gift. But we must walk within the confines of our gift. For 
instance, if a miracle worker, who may be used mightily 
in working miracles steps over the boundaries of that gift 
and presumes to be a teacher when God has not called 
him to teach, then he is violating the rule of walking within 
his grace.



103

CHAPTER 12.

Are there any who  
understand the need for 

Revival?

A topic that all would want a formula to switch on. God is 
the one who will initiate and cause revival, but having said 
that it does not set man back into a passive role and say, 
“Well only God knows so until then we will wait”.

It takes the fact of a heart yearning for, longing for, 
fighting for His presence to come. It is like the Thunder 
and Lightning. A flash then a bang. Actually that is not true 
because if the lightning was one meter from you there is 
no pause between the Light and the Sound. That pause is 
apparent depending how far you are from the cause of the 
sound.

There is an atmosphere and a climate. Atmosphere is 
around a continent or a country but a climate is localised. 
Revival can be either or both.

There is a coming revival that will be marked by a great 
move of healing.

The Holy Spirit power gift group will be dominant where 
people will be healed in body, soul and spirit, bodily 
healed, delivered and saved.
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People will be drawn in by this move but what will 
dominate as it always has in past revivals is the desire and 
longing to be in His tangible presence. Like a mist will 
dominate an area then precipitate into a rain. The signs 
and wonders are the mist, draw cards but His presence 
satisfies the longing and thirst.

The church is to know the time and seasons and engage 
in the atmosphere for revival. Christianity is the only 
institution, or agency on earth to trigger or precipitate 
what God is doing. Most times revivals start outside the 
church because the church is stuck in a rut of procedures 
as it was in the time of John the Baptist. John was the 
trumpet, or heralder of a revival. He and Jesus said the 
same thing. “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand”. 
Not a church, or denomination, or a movement We cannot 
treat casually that which is important to God.

The ‘formula for revival’ is in the word of God - if not, then 
there is none. The trouble is we don’t burn enough to want 
it.

We are in the restoration age not the reformer age. We are 
reformed now let’s restore all to the fullness. 

The past revivals were stirring times and were marked by 
not just the message but also the messengers. The word 
or fuel for fire was spoken by those who were on fire. The 
message was spoken by the Holy Spirit upon men and 
women who were in the Fire of His presence and they will 
illuminated cities. We don’t need to eat anybody’s dust, we 
are not behind anyone. If you preach average you will be 
in the herd and eat dust, dust of everyone else but if you 
have power you are out front and make your own dust.
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We have had so many to learn from so we do not need to 
be behind anymore. 

Apologising to God for our failures, will never impress Him. 
Being heartsick of the former moves of God, and having 
for no fear of God while trapped in the net of immorality, 
suffocating in poverty, stifled with cold indifference and 
deadness. 

1. Where are those old preachers who will blow a trumpet 
in Zion, who will go into a snowy pit on a winters day 
and deal with those things that terrorise society?

2. Where are those preachers who will blow a trumpet in 
Zion not a whistle for a game?

3. Where are those drunken men (in the Spirit) around 
the altars who are fearless with no profile to protect? 

4. Where are those preachers ready not to only be bound 
but ready to die?

5. Where are those whose success was not so much what 
they did or what they said, but whose power set them 
apart? Their spirits bathed in prayer but their souls 
were on fire.

This is more than scholarly exposition, this is more 
than delivering sermons of exegetical exactitude and 
perfection, more than charisma or natural endowments of 
wit or wisdom or genius or accruement.

The Message is more than a doctrine — it is a divine 
revelation of a mystery hid from the foundation of the 
world, now made manifest to declare to the whole world.

Have you have ever locked eyes with another human being 
that God does not love, or cross a stormy sea to go do it. 
Jesus crossed the stormy sea to touch a maniac, then left.
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John the baptists message was given outside a synagogue 
hall.

He became a bucket in a river. What is more important in a 
desert, the bucket or the water?

What is more important in the wilderness where John said, 
“I am the voice in the wilderness” — into the wilderness of 
the souls of man.

Buckets don’t quench thirst but what they are supposed 
to contain does. A preacher can preach but if there is no 
power he is an empty vessel.

Prayer is a good bucket, praise is a good bucket, preaching 
is a good bucket but you ain’t got nothing until you get 
the water. A Bucket is useless unless you get the water, 
then it’s useful, it fulfils its purpose.

If there is no power, you just got tongue talking experience. 

If you are not witnessing to others you don’t have the 
power of the Holy Ghost. You just got a little tongue talking 
experience a bit of bland blab talking.

The fire within and upon identified His ministers, of His 
church. Too many live in the smoke or the memory and 
not in the flames of reality.

Gave God everything, and He gave them everything what 
more do you want church?

If the Lord would send revival; 12 Things that would 
happen in a church.
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1. A heightened responsiveness to God’s word. A thirst! 
An expectancy.

2. An increased sensitivity to sin. No blurring of edges. 

3. A love of the law of God in spirit not letter. This 
sensitivity would so contrast with your insensitivity 
you would experience conviction that it would almost 
certainly frighten you.

4. An unprecedented sense of personal liberation. You 
would become assured of your faith to the point of 
reckless boldness. Your church-going would be an 
absolute delight as you are set free to pursue.

5. Unparalleled fruitfulness in your pursuit of Christ. 
Eternity pervades and invades the services in terms of 
atmosphere rather than in terms of time. A Holy awe 
of God.

6. Faith revelation intensified. A nation coming back to 
faith. A man, a home, a street, a community, a suburb, 
a village, a city a nation coming back to God! 

7. Worship: centred on Christ, Cross, Blood, Mercy, Grace & 
His Resurrection. There will be no self-centred worship. 
Raw abandonment, weeping, repenting, prophetic 
worship.

8. Preaching is more powerful, authoritative in a revival. 
Ps 104:4 Electrifying. Communities impacted in 
contrast to commuter congregations. Average venues 
would be too small.
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9. Revival is the waking up to the fact that the church 
is asleep to the power of God, living on the memory 
of God. The church is not asleep to: the methods and 
techniques or to the need for change but asleep to 
experimentation, to the manifestation of the power of 
God or just asleep to God.

10. Revival is waking up and seeing your nation the way 
God sees it — not man/Govt/opinion. We are not a 
debate. He is more real than anything in this world Heb 
11:33. A Revelation of a Coming Kingdom.

11.  Do you want God’s presence — then lose your own. If 
you find the power, you have gained heavens secret! 
Let the power of the Spirit go through you. 

12.  Not how much you pray — it’s how much do you 
surrender to him when you pray.
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Chapter 13.

What do we need to know 
about Divine Healing?

Sickness is no more natural than sin, and the remedy for 
both is not in the natural but from God who created all 
things good as it says in Gen 1:31 MSG “God looked over 
everything he had made; it was so good, so very good!”

Sin and sickness came into the world through the fall of 
man; which was the unbelief in the word of God. Therefore 
the answer to the sin and sickness problem is found in the 
belief in the word of God and saviour of the human race.

There is a root scripture for Divine Healing given in Exod 
15:26 to a nation by the Lord who heals. In this case 
whenever they turn to God for forgiveness of sin they 
were then healed: In looking at what happened in the Old 
Testament Nu 21:5-6 when the people murmured against 
God fiery serpents were sent among the people. 

v 6 “The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people and they 
bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. So the 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, because 
we have spoken against the Lord and you; intercede with 
the Lord, that He may remove the serpents from us.” 

Repentance and then the remedy: v 9 ”And Moses made 
a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came 
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about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the 
bronze serpent, he lived.” 

Today anyone who looks to Jesus can recieve the same. 
The parallel is found in Jn 3:14 “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up; then all those who believe in Him will experience 
everlasting life.” NASB and VB.

The benefits are Old Testament - Look and live. 

New Testament - Believe and have eternal life.

The snakes bite resulted in death. Sin results in death. The 
serpent did not kill them, what it gave them killed them 
— poison. In the same way unbelief results in sin (one 
fang) sickness (the other fang). But the blood of Jesus, the 
cross, His Name, and His resurrection is the antidote or it 
destroys the work of the devil.

They cried out to God then and He heard their cry (like 
Bartemeus by the road) and He heard and gave the remedy. 
Bartemeus looked at Jesus.

As there were no exceptions for those who were bitten 
then, so there are no exceptions today for whoever 
believes.

It was a command to look at the answer then. 

It is a command to individually believe today.

They were not told to:

• Make an offering, or give money then.
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• Not to look at the minister (Moses) then, preacher, 
but Christ today.

• Not to look at their symptoms whether cancer, 
leukaemia etc. are superior but to consider the 
answer of more importance of what the promise 
says.

• Throw away their confidence but to “Whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life”; is the promise to all today, without 
exception.

It is imperative to know that these scriptures are vital when 
one is preaching or confidently ministering the word to an 
individual who is suffering. They are listed for you here:

Exod 15:26; 23:25; Ps 91; Ps 97:10; Ps 103:2-3, 13, 20; Ps 
107:17, 20; Ps 119:11; 105-107, 130, 160; Ps 145:18; Prov 
4:20-27; Is 53; Mt 8:17; 3Jn 2. Others will come up in the 
questions below.

What about Satan and sickness? 

Sickness is revealed as coming directly from Satan Job 2:7 
VB “With that, the Accuser left the court and the Eternal’s 
presence, and he infected Job with a painful skin disease. 
From the soles of his feet to the crown of his head, his body 
was covered with boils.”

Yet Job maintained his faith and repented, Job 42:6 
“Therefore I realize the truth: I disavow and mourn all I 
have said and repent in dust and ash.”

Consider these references:

• Lk 13:16 Jesus declared that the woman was bound 
by Satan and should be loosed from the bondage.
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• Mt 12:22 The dumb and Blind man was caused by 
demon possession. When that spirit was cast out 
he both saw and spoke. The spirit had arrested his 
organs.

• Mk 9:17-27 The boy was deaf and dumb by the 
cause of a demon and in torment was healed when 
it was cast out.

• Ac 10:38 “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
and how He went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with Him.”

• 1Jn 3:8 VB “That is why the Son of God came into 
our world: to destroy the plague of destruction 
inflicted on the world by the diabolical one.”

• Jesus treated sin sickness and devils the same. They 
were all hateful in His sight and He rebuked them 
all — destroyed them.

• 1Cor 6:15 “Don’t you realize that your bodies are 
members of the Anointed One?” He does not want 
cancer or any plague to exist in us.

• Lk 9:56 “ for the Son of Man did not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them.” Save means liberate, 
deliver, preserve, heal, wholeness, give life and 
never to destroy us. Satan destroys.

• Jn 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly” But Rm 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies [a]through His Spirit who 
dwells in you.” So clearly Satan destroys Jesus gives 
life.
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• Mt 10:1 VB “Jesus called His twelve disciples to 
Him. He endowed them with the authority to heal 
sickness and disease and to drive demons out of 
those who were possessed.” Mk 16:17 “These signs 
(attesting miracles) will accompany those who have 
believed: in My name they will cast out demons, 
they will speak with new tongues;”
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Chapter 14

Who is able to heal the 
sick? 

The 12 in Mt 10 were ‘deputised’ to go and do what Jesus 
had been doing. He multiplied His ability through them 
for a period. In Mt 28 and Mk 16 the commission is for all 
who believe.

• Mt 7:7-11 It is simply ask as in Ask - Seek - Knock. It 
includes everyone who is sick.

• Lk 10:1, 9, 19 “Now after this the Lord appointed 
seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of 
Him to every city and place where He Himself was 
going to come.and heal those in it who are sick, 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near to you.’ Behold, I have given you authority to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.” 

The 70 practised what they knew and saw what Jesus did. 
So they went out and ‘mimicked’ Him. See Mk 16:17 above.

• Ja 5:14 “Is anyone among you sick? Then he must 
call for the elders of the church and they are to pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord.” The healing was not a special type of oil from 
Jerusalem, but in the prayer of faith. Healing the 
sick was given to the elders to do.
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• 1Cor 12:12:9-10 “to another faith by the same Spirit, 
and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and 
to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and 
to another the interpretation of tongues.” In other 
words to those who would believe and act in faith.

• Lk 10:8-9 “Whatever City you enter and they receive 
you, eat what is set before you.” Whatever city you 
enter always heal the sick in it.

• Jn14:12 ”Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater 
works than these he will do; because I go to the 
Father.” Jesus continues His same work through 
believers.

What are the factors that make the word of God 
powerless?

• Mk 7:13 “thus invalidating the word of God by your 
tradition which you have handed down,” There are 
certain practices or beliefs that have been passed 
on down through the ages that were though to be 
scriptural or worship but in fact have the opposite 
effect. Jesus pointed this out. It nullifies or makes 
the word of God ‘sterile’.

• Mk 9:18 “and whenever it seizes him, it slams him to 
the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds 
his teeth and stiffens out. I told Your disciples to 
cast it out, and they could not do it.” Some think it 
is God’s will that some are to suffer sickness and 
therefore many who are prayed for do not get 
healed — hence the opinion that it is not His will 
to heal them. He proved that He healed those who 
failed to recieve healing. The failure was assigned 
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to the disciples for failure to cure the boy. Disciples 
unbelief id not endorse God’s will not to heal. See 
Mt 17:19-20

• Is 53:5 KJV “and with his stripes we are healed”. 1Pet 
2:24 “by whose stripes you were healed.” Notice we 
and you were both healed. If it is not Gods will for 
all to be healed why do the scriptures state: we and 
you. 

• Mk 1:40-41 “And there came a leper to him, 
beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, put 
forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto 
him, I will; be thou clean.” After this demonstration 
nobody ever asked again if it was His will to heal, or 
is it His will to heal. He said, “I will be clean”.

• Lk 4:40 “Now when the sun was setting, all they 
that had any sick with divers diseases brought 
them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one 
of them, and healed them.” He healed everybody 
who came to Him. Not some but all who came to 
hear the word, and then the confirmation of the 
word by manifested signs and wonders.

• God’s promises are for all to be healed. If that is not 
true then faith does not come by hearing the word 
of God alone, but by getting a special revelation 
that God has favoured you and wills to heal you 
and leave others out of it. If God’s promises to heal 
are not for all then we could not know what God’s 
will is by reading His word alone. God’s word is His 
will

• The best way to build faith in your heart that God 
is willing to heal you, is for you to hear the part of 
God’s word which promises you healing. Like the 
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Divine Healing Prescription is Prov 4:20-27 Do that 
and you have the Gos-Pill.

• Faith for healing of our spirit comes by hearing 
the gospel - He bore our sins. Faith for physical 
healing comes by hearing the gospel - He bore our 
sicknesses.

• Healing is included in the ‘Whatever” of Mk 11:24
• If God has abandoned healing in answer to prayer 

in favour of healing only by medical science, as 
modern theology speculates, that would mean 
that He requires us to use a less successful inferior 
method during a better dispensation. He healed 
them all then, but today many diseases are 
incurable by medical science. 

• Ps 34:19 “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.” Some 
think that if you are righteous you are going to suffer 
sickness. It means trials, hardships, persecutions, 
and temptations, but never sicknesses or physical 
disabilities*.

• 1Pet 5:10 “But the God of all grace, who hath called 
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, 
strengthen, settle you”. This suffering is not of 
sickness but to many ways in which God’s people 
have so often had to suffer for their testimony Ac 
5:41 and 2 Cor 12.

• Ja 5:13 “ Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. 
Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.” Afflicted here 
is separated by vs 14 “Is any sick among you?” So 
if the two words are different they mean different 
things. Afflicted here means to the same things 
pointed out above.* 

• Heb 12:6-8 “For those whom the Lord loves He 
disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He 
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receives. It is for discipline that you endure; God 
deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? But if you 
are without discipline, of which all have become 
partakers, then you are illegitimate children and 
not sons” Many believe He chastises with sickness. 
He does chastise those He loves but it does not 
say with sickness. The word chasten here means: 
instruct, train, discipline, teach or educate, like a 
teacher instructs a pupil or as a parent would train 
and teach a child. If God laid disease upon Christ 
how can He lay disease upon us? If so then His son 
died for no need. 

Jn 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Mk 6:56 “ … and as many as touched it were being cured.”

• As many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become.

• As many as touched Him were healed.
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Key:

AMP - Amplified Bible

MSG - Message Bible

NASB - New American Standard Bible

VB - Voice Babe

VOH - Voice of Healing.

OT - Old Testament

NT - New Testament
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A Weapon in His Hand is a story of transformation: how 
a man can be used as a weapon of destruction, and then 
become a weapon of healing in the hands of God. Keir 
provides keen insight and illuminates how life as a soldier 
and life as a Christian man is fundamentally the same. An 
absolutely inspirational testimony of surrender, trust and 
miracles. 
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The Apostolic Evangelist is a book for those who aspire 
to become evangelists and who would work with and in 
an apostolic team. This book gives teaching of how one 
grows into the governmental gift of the evangelist, of 
his message and mandate and gives practical instruction 
of methods of mass evangelism. Any soldier can wear a 
uniform. Any Christian can go to church. The uniform or 
church does not define our potential. It is what we do — 
‘in, or with it’ that counts. This book gives insight on how 
evangelists and churches should work together biblically.

This book is accompanied by video teachings that can be 
found on:
https://youtu.be/bCCErspGOCI 
Or on this address: https://www.keirtayler.com
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This book will help a christian to discover his or her gift 
and grow in it by knowing their Sword - Word of God, The 
Oil - the Anointing, and Fire - His Presence. This book is 
an instruction from over 44 years of ministry. Recorded 
are the successes and failures and with testimony and 
demonstration in the miraculous and healing power of 
God.

Our heart is to help believers and ministers become better 
empowered to fulfil the Great Commission.
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In every Special Forces Unit the individual soldier tends to 
gravitate toward a weapon and a military discipline that 
he knows well, because of his skill in using it effectively. He 
sees the results of the weapon in combat. He knows it, all 
its details, abilities, where, when and what its potential is.

It is what you ‘hold in your heart’, your gifting is your 
weapon, it is there to set the captive free. These iBooks 
offer insight in how you would grow to become effective 
in the arena of your calling.

Any soldier can wear a uniform. Any believer can go to a 
church. The uniform or the church does not define your 
potential. It is what you do — ‘in it or with it’ that counts.
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This book is a companion to The Royal Physician.

The Voice of Healing Movement, (also known as the 
Healing Revival or the Great Awakenings - of which there 
were five) was a famous movement from the mid 1940’s 
to late 1950’s. It stretched from North America to impact 
nations all over the globe. The aftermath of the Healing 
Revival is said to have impacted over 550 million people 
worldwide.

Gordon Lindsay rose up to chronicle God’s works during 
the revival, by publishing the Voice of Healing magazine. 
In over a hundred of these magazines a column was given 
for the public to ask questions on healing. The evangelist 
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of the day would answer them. This alone is a valuable 
resource for many. By reading this book, “Question & 
Answers on Divine Healing”, you get the core of what took 
men and woman in the great Healing Revival many years 
of hard work to learn and document.

Not every answer about Divine Healing is given. I do not 
give my personal opinion on the subject but simply give 
what could help many.
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Who is the author?

Born in the British colony, then the Federation of Northern 
and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Now Zimbabwe.

Raised in the Rhodesian bush and went to an Anglican 
School near Marandellas.

Served fourteen years in Military. Seven years in1st 
Battalion Rhodesian Regiment and seven years in Selous 
Scouts Special Forces Counter Insurgency Unit. Rank - Sgt. 
Major. Wounded twice.

Worked fourteen years in Medical Laboratories and 
Veterinary Research Laboratories as a Bacteriologist and 
Histopathologist.

Attended Christ for the Nations Bible School for two years 
in Dallas Texas.
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Pastored in five churches in South Africa. Planted 
countless churches. Based in Cornerstone Church, 
Bedfordview, Johannesburg South Africa.

Travels with an Apostolic Team Internationally.

Conducted over 175 open-air power evangelism events 
internationally.

Married to Callie, and they have three children and nine 
grandchildren.

Qualifications: D. Med. Tech (Bact & Histopath). FIMLT. APT. 
B.Min, M.Min. MCSF.


