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Pastor Roy’s Sermon on Nehemiah 4:1-23 (July 29, 2026) 
—Below are questions from that lesson to further our understanding— 

1. Nehemiah's first response to opposition was prayer rather than retaliation or panic -- in what 
areas of your life do you tend to react to opposition before bringing it to God, and what 
would it look like to make prayer your first instinct? 

2. Sanballat and Tobiah mocked the Jews by questioning the quality and strength of their 
work, yet the wall was built by God's people under God's direction -- how do you discern 
the difference between constructive criticism and opposition that is rooted in spiritual 
hostility toward God's work? 

3. Nehemiah prayed in Nehemiah 4:4-5 that God would not cover the guilt of those who 
opposed His work, which reflects a deep trust in divine justice -- how do you personally 
navigate the tension between praying for your enemies and praying for God's justice against 
those who oppose what is good? 

4. The people are described in verse 6 as having 'a mind to work,' suggesting that their internal 
motivation was just as important as their external circumstances -- what spiritual disciplines 
or convictions keep you personally motivated to continue doing God's work even when 
opposition arises? 

5. The sermon draws a parallel between the physical weapons the builders carried and the 
spiritual armor described in Ephesians 6 -- which piece of the armor of God do you find 
most difficult to consistently keep on, and why? 

6. The enemies of Nehemiah grew angrier the closer the wall came to completion, suggesting 
that opposition often intensifies just before a breakthrough -- can you identify a time in your 
spiritual life when resistance increased right before God brought a significant victory? 

7. Nehemiah stationed people by their clans and kept community at the center of their defense 
strategy -- how does your faith community function as both a source of encouragement and 
a line of defense when you face spiritual opposition? 

8. The workers in chapter 4 labored with a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other, 
representing a life of active service and constant readiness -- what does it look like 
practically in your daily life to serve God wholeheartedly while remaining spiritually 
vigilant? 

9. Nehemiah reminded the people in verse 14 to fight not only for God but for their brothers, 
sons, daughters, wives, and homes -- how does a sense of responsibility to those we love 
fuel our commitment to stand firm in the faith, and is that motivation spiritually legitimate? 

10. Psalm 127:1 is cited as a reminder that unless the Lord builds and watches, all human effort 
is ultimately empty -- how do you guard against the tendency to rely on your own 
strategies, plans, and strengths rather than remaining dependent on God as the true builder 
and protector of His work? 
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