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 Celebration is an essential part of worship. It is an opportunity to reflect upon and say something about 

what God is doing in and through us. Our society separates life into so many different pieces that we often miss 

the connections between them. So when we experience prosperity and success in certain parts of life, we often 

overlook God’s generosity in what we experience. Even when we do acknowledge his benevolence, it can be 

difficult to celebrate his goodness when others assume that “religion” and talk of faith should be private. 

 Biblical celebration is anything but private as we see in Luke 15. As we saw Sunday, the father of the 

lost sons throws a huge party to celebrate the return of his wayward son. Similarly, the man with the lost sheep 

and the woman with the lost coin (15:1-10) not only celebrate, but also tell their friends to “rejoice with me; I 

have found . . .” Celebration in the Bible is often corporate and always involves God in recognizing his 

goodness. Deuteronomy 16 instructs the Israelites in how to celebrate and memorialize their deliverance from 

Egypt (Passover) and God’s provision in harvest (Feasts of Weeks and Tabernacles). In each instance they are 

to “rejoice before the Lord your God” (Deut 16:11), gathering together in the location of the Tabernacle or 

Temple. “Three times a year” they must “appear before the Lord your God” to thank him, celebrate, and give “a 

gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you” (Deut 16:17). 

 God also gives instructions for individual households to celebrate his provision in Deuteronomy 14:22-

26. Tithing is to be seen in this context of celebration. When God blesses the people they are to “set aside a 

tenth of all that your fields produce each year” (14:22). Some of this is to be given to the priests and Levites, but 

that is secondary to the celebration itself. The tithe of all of their produce is to be eaten “in the presence of the 

Lord your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name” (14:23). The primary purpose of the tithe 

is to celebrate with God in thanksgiving for his generosity and provision. God expects us to join him in order to 

thank him for how he blesses us. 

 This expression of gratitude and celebration has the critical effect of teaching us “to revere the Lord 

your God always” (14:23). In celebrating God’s goodness we recognize his generous nature and his love for his 

people, and we acknowledge that we are insufficient in ourselves and dependent on God for what we need. 

When our hearts are focused on God’s generosity, he also gives us great latitude in celebrating. Those who have 

to travel significant distances to worship at the Tabernacle or Temple have the option to sell their tithe (grain, 

livestock, etc.), in order to accommodate travel, and then purchase “anything they wish” upon their arrival for 

their celebration before the Lord. It should be a party suitable for the King of kings; one that they will enjoy. 

 It is in this context that Deuteronomy then reminds the worshipers to remember the priests and Levites 

who serve not only at the Tabernacle or Temple, but also in their home towns. Since God has been generous 

with us, we should likewise be generous with those around us, including those God has appointed to serve his 

people. The gratitude we have for God’s provision and redemption should overflow out of us into the lives of 

others, demonstrating his goodness in tangible ways. 
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Think of some recent celebrations to which you have been invited. Who was the focus and why? What can 

how and who we celebrate say about our priorities and values? 

 

 

How do we celebrate God’s generosity in our lives both individually and corporately? Are our celebrations 

“in the presence of the Lord”? How can they help us “learn to revere the Lord”? 

 

 

How has God blessed you recently? Like the man who found the lost sheep and the woman who found her 

coin, how can you invite others to rejoice with you? 


