
WEEK 1 
Discussion Guide 

 
 

Luke 1:1-2:50 

 

 

 

 

14-WEEK STUDY 
IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 



Primary text from this week:  Luke 1:1-2:50 

Goals for this session: To see God’s extravagant love expressed in the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel  

Missed the sermon?  Watch it at www.youtube.com/venturamissionary 

Break the Ice:  What is the most extravagant (or surprising) gift you’ve ever received?  

1. Our church is beginning a 14-week series through the Gospel of Luke.  How do you feel about      

spending that many weeks on one book of the Bible? Excited? Intimidated? Something else? Explain. 

 

2. Pastor Doug explained the sermon series title by offering a different definition for the word “prodigal” 

than the way most of us use the word. Was this surprising to you? Was it helpful? Was it confusing?     

Talk about the word prodigal as a group. 

 

3. Pastor Doug offered several different words that people might use to describe God at the beginning of 

his message. Which of these words do you think accurately describe God and which ones are not    

accurate and why? 

Gracious. Generous. Extravagant. Excessive. Reckless.  

 

4. When you reflect on the character of the father in Jesus’ Parable of the Lost Son, which of the words 

above accurately describe the father? When Jesus’ first century audience would have heard this story, 

which descriptions do you think they would have ascribed to the father in the story? 

 

5. Luke’s Gospel begins with a story about an elderly Jewish couple who are not able to have children. 

Can you think of any other stories in the Bible about people who couldn’t have children but were later 

able to conceive? (Leader hint: Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 11:30; Isaac and Rebekah in Genesis 

25:21; and Rachel in Genesis 29:31 and 30:22-23; Hannah in 1 Samuel 1:1-2, 19-20). 

 

6. In his book Four Portraits, One Jesus, Mark Strauss says this: The Gospel of Luke emphasizes the upside-

down nature of God’s Kingdom—a place where all are welcome and power structures are reversed. 

It’s a place where the poor and humble, the outcasts of society, are elevated to places of honor. 

 What are some of the examples of this in the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel? 

 

7. In what ways has God worked surprisingly and unexpectedly in your life? 

 

8. What is one thing you hope to learn or gain from this series in the Gospel of Luke? 

 

 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

WEEKLY READING 

GETTING STARTED 



Pray for each other:  Pray for each other and ask God to reveal Himself in greater ways as you each read 

through the Gospel of Luke with your church family.  

Pray for yourself:  Pray and ask God to reveal Himself in greater ways as you personally read through the 

Gospel of Luke with your church family.  

Pray for your four:  Identify four people who don’t know Jesus (friends, family, neighbors, or co-workers/

classmates), and commit to pray for them consistently.  Pray that (1) God would reveal Jesus to them, (2) 

that God would turn their hearts towards Him, (3) that God would put Christians in their path to represent 

Christ, and (4) that God would give you an opportunity to share what Christ has done in your life. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRAYER 

NOTES 

Week 2—January 30-February 5 (Luke 3:1-38) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Luke 3:1-6* Luke 3:7-9 Luke 3:10-14 Luke 3:15-20 Luke 3:21-22 Luke 3:23-38 

THIS WEEK’S DAILY READING 

*You’re also encouraged to read Isaiah 40, the passage quoted in Luke 3:1-6 


