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Objective 
what we hope to see God accomplish in us 
through this study 

That we thrive – by God’s grace, for 
eternity, for the good of those around us, 
and despite hardships. 

STATEMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE 

“The righteous thrive like a palm tree  
and grow like a cedar tree in Lebanon.  
Planted in the house of the LORD,  
they thrive in the courts of our God.” 

—Psalm 92:12-13 

“Individual Christians and [churches] can 
all serve as agents of flourishing…as 
those who participate with King Jesus in 
his work to bring renewal to all things. 
They labor intentionally (and sometimes 
sacrificially) as what Scripture calls ‘royal 
priests.’ They seek to reflect God’s image 
in their world and promote holistic 
welfare of their neighbors. They nurture 
foretastes of shalom, helping others to 
experience peace with God, self, others, 
and the creation.” 

—Amy Sherman 
Agents of Flourishing 

 

Premise 
why we are studying this 

Societies worldwide struggle with 
corruption, unilateral self-interest, 
disengagement, and division. Tragically, 
the people most able to help address 
these problems – followers of Jesus 
Christ – are increasingly maligned and 
sidelined. This is nothing new, and we 
can learn much from our forebears. In 
essence, increased engagement without 
compromise offers the best odds for 
positive societal impact and personal 
growth. 

STATEMENTS OF THE PREMISE 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has passed away, 
and see, the new has come! Everything is 
from God, who has reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation. That is, in 
Christ, God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and he has committed the 
message of reconciliation to us. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, 
‘Be reconciled to God.’” 

—2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

Theme 
what the study is about 

Christians and their churches are called 
to bless the whole of society. That means 
we routinely place ourselves, our 
communities, and our eternal 
investments in positions for flourishing. 

STATEMENTS OF THE THEME 

“The righteous thrive like a palm tree 
and grow like a cedar tree in Lebanon.  
Planted in the house of the LORD,  
they thrive in the courts of our God.  
They will still bear fruit in old age, 
healthy and green,  
to declare, ‘The LORD is just; 
he is my rock,  
and there is no unrighteousness in him.’” 

—Psalm 92:12-15 

“The ground there [Plymouth Colony] is 
very stony…yet, they have better means 
of living than ourselves because they 
have the fish so abundant before their 
doors. There are also many birds, such as 
geese, herons, and cranes, and other 
small-legged birds, which are in great 
abundance there in the winter. The tribes 
in their neighborhood have all the same 
customs as already above described, only 
they are better conducted than ours, 
because the English give them the 
example of better ordinances and a 
better life and [enjoy] the respect they 
from the very first have established 
amongst them.” 

—Isaac De Rasieres 
Letter to the Governor-General  

of New Amsterdam, ca. 1630 
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Session 1: Flourishing as Value Creators 

1. Read the Objective, Premise, and Theme of this new series on the first page of 
this study guide. 

a. Which idea resonates the most with you? Why? 

b. In what ways are you flourishing in your faith, work, or life in general? 

c. In what ways do you think you are not flourishing? 

2. How are Christians uniquely equipped to create value in this world? Give some 
examples you have seen or experienced. 

3. Why is creating value a higher measure of success than accumulating wealth? 

4. What did Paul mean when he wrote to Timothy that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6 ESV)? 

a. How does the world define “great gain”? What value does the world place 
on contentment? 

b. Discuss 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What is the treasure a Christian should be 
accumulating? 

c. Pray for personal insight and steadfastness to emulate verse 18 in this year 
and beyond. 
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ACTIVATE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Proverbs 13 
 

KEY IDEAS 

THEME 
Christians are called and blessed to 
flourish in Christ. Prospering in Jesus 
requires value creation as an ongoing way 
of life. 

OBJECTIVE 
We create value. 

VALUE CREATION 
“Value creation is the process of turning 
labor and resources into something that 
meets the needs of others. That includes, 
for example, farmers growing crops, 
workers building something in a factory, 
as well as other intangible goods like 
computer code, care for others, and new 
ideas.” 

—Stefan F. Dieffenbacher 
Founder, Digital Leadership 

DO GOOD 
“They are to do good, to be rich in good 
works, to be generous and ready to share, 
thus storing up treasure for themselves as 
a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of that which is truly 
life.” 

—1 Timothy 6:18-19 ESV 
 

PRAYER 

Pray for each other this week, that we 
create value for others through our lives 
for the glory of God. 

GROUP DISCUSSION 
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Session 2: Flourishing in the Fallen World 

1. Read Psalm 92:1-5. Describe some of the specific works of God in your life for 
which you joyfully give Him thanks. 

2. Why is it important to recall what God has done for us? 

3. Read verses 6-11. Why is it difficult to watch unbelievers flourish? 

4. What are some ways to keep the truth of verse 9 in mind when tempted to envy 
the prosperity of the ungodly or to mimic their ungodly means? 

5. Read verses 12-15. 

a. How is the image of the righteous flourishing like trees significant? 

b. How do we thrive in the Lord? 

c. For what purpose does the Lord enable the righteous to flourish? 

d. Do you know someone who has or does particularly exemplify these 
verses? If so, describe how. 
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ACTIVATE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Psalm 92 
 

KEY IDEAS 

THEME 
Christians are not immune from the lure 
of false prosperity. We struggle to flourish 
in this broken world and face the added 
struggle of built-in opposition against the 
things and people of God. Nonetheless, in 
the Lord we can thrive richly, for life, 
glorifying God.  

OBJECTIVE 
We thrive in the Lord. 

NO COMPROMISE 
“An Ecclesiastical Court of High 
Commission was established… for the 
detection and punishment of non-
conformity… Individuals were 
condemned and hung for distributing 
tracts on religious liberty.  

But the Puritans were not to be thus 
subdued, for they were conscientious and 
intrepid men. They could not be 
compelled by threats, imprisonment, or 
death, to compromise their principles. 
Compromise was regarded by them as 
apostasy. Neither the offer of pardon nor 
the pains of a lingering death could 
induce them to waver or hesitate.” 

—Congregational Board,  
Introduction to Nathaniel Morton’s 

 ‘New England’s Memorial’ 
 

PRAYER 

Pray for each other this week, that we 
declare God’s praise in our flourishing. 

GROUP DISCUSSION 
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Session 3: Flourishing as Agents of 
Shalom 

1. Discuss Shalom. 

a. How does the Hebrew concept of Shalom differ from the Western idea of 
“Peace”? 

b. Why is it important to understand and pursue Shalom? 

2. Read Jeremiah 29:4-7. In what ways are Christians in society today called to be 
like the exiles in Babylon? 

3. Considering Matthew 5:13-16, what should be the Christian’s response with 
Shalom? 

4. What principles can we learn about Shalom in the workplace from  
Romans 12:18 and Colossians 3:23? 

5. What does it mean that Jesus is the Prince of Shalom? 
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ACTIVATE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Psalm 34:14 
 

KEY IDEAS 

OBJECTIVE 
We flourish in society, at work, and in our 
homes through an outpouring of Shalom. 

AGENTS OF SHALOM 
“We have corrupted the earth through 
folly and sin, but God means to restore all 
things in the harmony, justice, and 
delight of shalom… And God has called 
the followers of Christ to become agents, 
witnesses, and models for the restoration 
project that is already in process.” 

—Cornelius Plantiga 
Educating for Shalom 

DESIGNED FOR FLOURISHING 
“The Hebrew word shalom captures the 
notion of peace in four relationships. 
Shalom signifies spiritual, psychological, 
social, and physical wholeness. And 
shalom is God’s normative intention for 
us. Shalom is what we find in his original 
creation, and shalom is what will 
characterize the new heaven and new 
earth in his consummated kingdom. Put 
another way, God designed us for 
flourishing. As Art Lindsley has said, 
flourishing is simply ‘shalom in every 
direction, personal and public.’” 

—Amy L. Sherman 
Agents of Flourishing 

 

PRAYER 

Pray for each other this week, that we 
demonstrate Shalom before others for 
the glory of God. 
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Session 4: Flourishing as Opportunity 
Providers 

1. Read Proverbs 28:2, 12, 15, and 28. 

a. What are some historical examples of wise leadership bringing stability to a 
country, and evil leadership bringing misery? 

b. To what other contexts could these verses apply besides national 
government? 

2. Discuss Proverbs 28:11, 13, and 26. 

a. What character traits do these verses promote? 

b. How would you help a new believer to mature in these traits? 

3. Read Proverbs 28:19, 20 and 22. 

a. Which habits do these verses encourage? Which do they warn against? 

b. What are some New Testament passages which also teach these truths? 
Compare and contrast a few with these short proverbs. 

4. What are some applications based on these verses from Proverbs 28 of the 
objective that we as believers can “provide opportunities”? 
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ACTIVATE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Proverbs 28 
 

KEY IDEAS 

THEME 
By God’s grace, Christians are called to 
benefit the common good. The common 
good is received grace overflowing to 
others. More than doing no harm, 
common good decidedly pursues blessing 
for all. It is not in opposition to private 
good, nor determined merely by 
numerical benefit, nor based on fear. It is 
expressed in various means through and 
beyond law. 

OBJECTIVE 
We provide opportunities. 

COMMON GOOD 
“In deeply divided societies, there is a 
need to construct a shared notion of the 
‘common good’…The common good has 
been an important concern of moral and 
political philosophy since ancient times, 
and a politics of the common good was 
often contrasted with corrupt 
government and the pursuit of narrow 
self-interest.” 

—Maximilian Jaede  
The Concept of the Common Good 

 

PRAYER 

Pray for each other this week, that we are 
led by the Spirit to help everyone around 
us flourish. 
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Session 5: Flourishing as Salt and Light 

1. Discuss Proverbs 13:23. 

a. How does the first part of the verse describe dormant opportunity? 

b. What are some modern examples of opportunity being stifled by injustice? 

c. Read Exodus 22:3 and 6, Deuteronomy 16:19, and Psalm 82:3. What are 
some practical applications of these verses in your family, neighborhood, 
or place of work? 

2. Read Amos 5:10-15 together. What attitudes and principles in these verses 
transcend the immediate context of Amos and his time? 

3. Discuss Matthew 5:13-16.  

a. How have you seen these verses exemplified by Christians whom you 
know? 

b. How has God used you to be salt or light to others in your life? How was 
God glorified through that experience? 

c. Read Matthew 28:19-20. How are you engaged in helping to make 
disciples? 

4. Review the Objective and Theme on the first page of this study guide. What has 
the Lord impressed upon you through this series? 
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ACTIVATE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Proverbs 13 
 

KEY IDEAS 

THEME 
Followers of Christ are led to preserve 
good in society, provide good works, and 
proliferate followers. Each of these 
callings work together to provide equality 
of opportunity, allowing people to 
prosper in both this life and in eternity to 
come. 

OBJECTIVE 
We are salty and bright. 

MORAL CHARACTER 
“In [Matthew 5:13-16], disciples are 
compared to salt and a lamp. Salt, which 
has lost its salty character, is utterly 
useless. While salt can preserve and flavor 
almost any food, it is useless to add good 
salt to bad, and salt without flavor should 
be thrown away. So disciples, without 
true moral character and spiritual 
commitment to the King, are useless in 
the kingdom of heaven. It also implies the 
rottenness of the world, which needs the 
preservative of the salt.” 

—John F. Walvoord 
The Moral Principles of the Kingdom 

 

PRAYER 

Pray for each other this week, that we 
shine before others for the glory of God.  


