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 BECOME A MEMBER 
 
We're glad you have chosen to find out more about Love of Christ Church.  Today, we will introduce to you the 

basic introduction about Love of Christ Church and explain who we are, our vision, and what we believe.  Our 

desire is for you to connect to the vision God wants for this church and become part of this family through 

church membership. 

 

I. Our Story 

 

…began from a vision God gave to Love of Christ Church to the founding Pastors, Stephen and Barbara 

Harvell, in 1986 while pastoring the first Love of Christ Church in North Carolina.  The Lord said to 

Pastor Steve, “Do not limit what I will do but always remember Isaiah 60:22, ‘The least of you will 

become a thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. I am the LORD; in its time I will do this swiftly,’ 

reflects My will for Love of Christ Church.  One day there will be a thousand people worshipping 

together.” 

 

After several years of pastoring the church in North Carolina, the Lord led the Harvells to come to 

Delaware where the vision continued to grow as God instructed them to start a new congregation.  In 

November of 1991, seventeen people gathered for the first service in a small insurance office located 

off Kirkwood Highway.  Within weeks, Love of Christ Church moved to the Stanton Middle School 

auditorium, and two years later leased the old Lowe’s building on Route 7.  After a short period of 

time, the church moved its sanctuary into the warehouse of the old Lowe’s building, adding more 

classrooms for its children and youth.  During these years, the church saw hundreds of lives changed 

for the glory of our Lord!  

 

In November 2002, God opened a door for Love of Christ Church to purchased 11.65 acres of land 

between Routes 1 and 7 with cash.  After a long process of obtaining governmental approvals to build, 

the church started the building of its new church home in November 2005.  One year later, Love of 

Christ Church moved to its current location in Bear and held its first service on September 17, 2006, 

with approximately 400 in attendance.  What a glorious day it was!  God keeps His promises! 

 

The church added its second location in Middletown, Delaware, at the local high school in February 

2015. Miraculously, God moved upon a couple’s heart during one of the services there to donate 10 

acres of commercial land located within 2 miles from the heart of this fast-growing area.  After five 

years, the Middletown congregation moved into a new debt free building in October 2020. 

 

In 2022, the founding pastors turned over the leadership of Love of Christ Church to Pastor Kirk 

Pearson as the new Senior Pastor.  The vision continues to grow, and thousands of people call Love of 

Christ Church home. Love of Christ Church offers biblically driven worship services that are alive with 

energy and creativity, as well as, excellent, exciting children’s and student ministries, and dynamic 

small groups.   
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II. Our Mission or Why We Exist as A Church 

 

“We exist to lead people to become mature disciples of Jesus, who love God and others.” 

 

Our mission comes from the words of Jesus in His “Great Commission” and God’s “Greatest 

Commandment”  

 

“… go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19–20)  

 

“‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’  Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  (Matthew 22:36-39) 

 

III. Our Discipleship Process  

 

A process is a series of actions to accomplish a result.  Love of Christ Church has a clearly defined 

process to help you become more like Jesus and fulfill your inner need to love God, love others, live for 

purpose, and make a difference.  Studies have shown when churches keep their process simple in 

growing mature disciples Jesus it is more effective.  So, we have four parts to help us continually grow 

in four areas of our lives: 

  

1. ____________________:  Gather in Weekend services (Worship and Word to know Him better) 

 

2. ____________________:  Connect in Small groups (participate then lead) 

 

3. _______________________________:  Take Next Steps ( One Time: salvation, water baptism, 

membership); (Life-long Habits: discovering gifts, serving, praying, reading God’s Word, giving, 

& witnessing) in our journey of becoming like Jesus. 

 

4. _______________________________:  Join a Team (serve on Dream Team or Community 

Serve Teams) 

 

IV. Our Vision for The Future  

 

Love of Christ Church was given a vision from God from: Isaiah 60:22 “The least of you will become a 

thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. I am the LORD; in its time I will do this swiftly.”” God said, “One 

day Love of Christ Church will have over a thousand attending every weekend, and to never limit what 

I will do through those who believe.”  We have an assignment from God to “Take Delaware for Jesus” 

and to adopt India as part of our church family.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we will pray fervently, 

plan strategically, give sacrificially, work diligently, and love unconditionally like Jesus, as we plant new 

campuses within a 30-minute drive of everyone in Delaware.  We will take “The First State” for Jesus, 

until the love of Christ transforms the culture of this state and paves the way for a spiritual revival of 

the USA. We will continually train and support Indian pastors to plant churches until India is worshiping 

Jesus.  We will give ourselves to this vision with unwavering commitment because the Church is God’s 

only plan for the salvation of the world.  
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V. Our Culture Guiding Our Decisions 

 

1. We change our methods as needed to achieve our unchanging mission.  

 

2. We teach and live out the Bible as our final authority.  

 

3. We please God and accomplish His mission over pleasing people. 

 

4. We create environments that communicate Jesus in a doctrinally pure and culturally relevant 

way. 

 

5. We lead everyone to follow Jesus’ commands and use their unique gifting to accomplish 

God’s vision. 

 

6. We design ministry around small groups and teams where transparency, community, and life 

change flourish.  

 

7. We pray about everything, ask for God’s wisdom, follow His leading, and never doubt or 

waiver. 

 

8. We lead boldly, passionately, and humbly. 

 

9. We honor and work for diversity. 

 

10. We love and respect everyone in our church like family. 

 

11. We demonstrate wise, generous, frugal, and accountable handling of money.  

 

12. We take risks to accomplish our mission with excellence, accepting mistakes, but quickly 

making changes to correct, when realized. 

 

VI. Our Serve Focus 

 

Jesus was very clear that He came to seek and save the lost and that we are to continue His work.  He 

told his disciples He would send them a source of power to help them accomplish this assignment.  In 

this and throughout the Bible, we see Jesus did not want us to keep this message for ourselves but to 

proclaim it locally, nationally, and internationally, doing whatever is necessary to lead people into 

becoming mature disciples of Christ.  To ensure we will always have a heart to reach the lost, we have 

a goal to spend at least 10% of our total budget to reach people beyond the walls of our church. 

Additionally, we allocate the spending to make sure we cover all these areas of the world, based upon 

Jesus’ instructions. 

 

“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem (locally), and in all Judea and Samaria (nationally), and to the ends of the earth 

(internationally).”  (Acts 1:8)  
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1. _______________________:  We lay down our lives to love and serve the communities in 

which we live and invite them to join with us, following Jesus.  Also, we give to people with 

benevolence needs, different local ministries and non-profits in our area. 

 

2. _______________________:  We plant churches throughout the USA in partnership with the 

Association of Related Churches (ARC), and through our giving we are helping to start over 

100 new churches every year.  Additionally, we give to ministries in our nation as needs arise 

and the Lord leads. 

 

3. _______________________:  We plant churches in India through Love of Christ Church India 

by training and raising up the pastors in our Bible School. Currently, we help support over 80 

pastors with an average combined attendance each week of over 12,000 in over 100 

churches.  We also give to many different missionaries and non-profits around the world.   

 

VII. Our Structure – How We Work Together  

 

As you consider investing your heart, time, talents, and finances into the life of a church, it is important 

to feel confident in the leadership of the church.  The structure of Love of Christ Church is based upon 

Biblical standards.  We have a structure in place to ensure everything we do follows the values of 

integrity, accountability, and spiritual authority.  We are all connected members of a loving family who 

benefit from the following roles: 

 

1. Protected by _________________________:  Pastors outside of our church who cover us with 

counsel and correction as needed. 

 

2. Strengthened by ______________________________________:   Approving financial 

commitments for facilities and ensuring a healthy spiritual climate. 

 

3. Led by _____________________:  Equipping the members for their ministry. 

 

4. Supported by ____________________:  Giving and serving in their spiritual gifts.  

 

VIII. Your Next Steps to Take 

 

1. Fill out a _____________________________. 

 

2. Become a _____________________________________. 

 

3. Complete the _________________________________________. 

 

 

 

stepONE ANSWER KEY 

Pg. 2:  Love God, Love Others, Live for Purpose, Make a Difference 

Pg. 4:   Locally, Nationally, Internationally, Overseers, Trustees/Elders, Staff, Members, Connect Card, 

Member, Growth Track 



5 

 

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH:  WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God, absolutely without error, and the only infallible rule of faith and 

conduct.  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  

 

2. God's revelation of Himself in the Bible shows Him to exist as one God in three Persons: God the 

Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit.  (John 1:1-3, 10:30, 14:9; Colossians 1:15-17)  

                

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, He led a sinless life, He bore our sins, sicknesses and 

afflictions, He bodily resurrected from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the Father, and this 

same Jesus will return again to earth.  (Matthew 1:18-23; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Corinthians 

15:12-14; Acts 2:32-36; Romans 8:34; John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) 

 

4. All people are lost apart from the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and sin is cleansed, and salvation is 

received only through personal repentance and faith in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ.  (Romans 

10:9-10; Titus 3:5-7; Acts 4:12, 16:30)  

 

5. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit and the operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 1:4-8, 8:14-17, 

19:1-7; Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11)  

 

6. The ordinances of the church:  

 

a. Communion of taking the Bread and Wine as remembering the sacrifice Jesus gave of His 

Blood and Body on the Cross.  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 

b. Water Baptism by immersion in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and in 

the name of Jesus.  (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:16, Romans 6:4-8) 

 

7. The biblical definition of marriage as a covenant between one (natural-born) man and one (natural-

born) woman as clearly conveyed in scripture where Jesus refers to the fact that “He which made them 

at the beginning made them male and female.” (Matthew 19:4-6) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


