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Pastor Rocky Bradford 



Welcome from Pastor Rocky Bradford 

Greetings in Jesus name! Let me extend a warm welcome to our 
church family and all guests who have come to celebrate 80 years 
of Mount Carmel Baptist Church. In this little pamphlet you will find 
a brief history of God’s amazing grace poured out upon our 
church. On this special day, and with God’s help we want to honor 
the past and embrace the future so that many new generations 
can call this place home. I personally want to thank every soul who 
has helped make our great church what it is today. To God be the 
glory! (Deut. 10:21) “He is your praise, and He is your God, 
who has done these great and awesome things for you which 
your eyes have seen.” 
 
In His service  
Pastor Rocky  

 

Homecoming Celebration 

September 11, 2022 

Order of Service 

 
 
 
 

“Psalm 73”                                                                         Voices of Faith Choir 

 
Welcome                                                                           Pastor Rocky Bradford 

 
Prayer                                                                                Pastor Rocky Bradford  

 
Special Music                                                                        The Hullenders 

 

Homecoming Message                                                     Pastor Rocky Bradford  

 

Invitation                                                                           Pastor Rocky Bradford  

 
Closing                                                                                   The Hullenders 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2/25/1996 Christian Life Center Building Dedication and Ribbon Cutting 

  Ceremony   

 
6/9/1999 Remodeled second floor of the Christian Life Center Building 

 

9/2000  Christian Daycare Center (CDC) started 

 

2003  Dedication service for paying off the Christian Life Center  

  mortgage        

 
2003-2005 Mission Trips (Romania; Mississippi; Iowa)            

 
6/6/2004 Church bus, trailer and cover purchased.  Remodeled Church 

  Fellowship Hall 

 
4/30/2006 Purchased trailer and lot behind the Church  

 
8/12/2007 Christian Life Center gym floor installed     

 
2010  Revival Power Picnic  

 
10/5/2015 Service for paying off the new electronic Church sign  

 
6/2018  Disaster Relief Trailer donated to Mount Carmel Baptist Church  

 
2018-8/2022 Disaster Relief Ministry (7 trips in Tennessee; (1) Arkansas; (1) 

  Texas; (1) Florida; (1) Louisiana; (1) Wisconsin)    

 
6/2022  Church van purchased                

 
8/27/2022 First ‘Gospel Bluegrass Night’ Event          

 
9/11/2022 80

th
 Anniversary

 
Homecoming Celebration  



 

Mount Carmel Baptist Church Timeline  

December 1942 thru September 2022    
 

12/26/1942        Mount Carmel Baptist Church organized      

1942-8/2022 949 recorded Baptisms. First Baptism in the Church was  

  LeRoy D. Hobbs     

 
1943-2022 14 Pastors have been called and served Mount Carmel  

  Baptist Church                                               

 
1954  Large sanctuary built. Church’s first congregation in front of 

  original fellowship hall and sanctuary with Pastor Silas Jones       

 
1956  Brick Educational Building built 

 
1963-2022 Church Community Ministries: 127 Yard sales; Children’s Min-

  istry; Easter Sunday Sunrise Service & Breakfast; Eggstrava

  ganza; Independence Day Celebration Cookout & Firework 

  how; LiveWires (Senior Ministry); Memorial Day Cookouts; 

  Mountain Top Cruise-In; Thankful Heart Ladies Ministry;  

  Thanksgiving dinner; Trunk or Treat and Chili Cook-off; Vaca-

  tion Bible School; Voices of Faith and Instruments Ministry; 

  Youth Ministry         

 
1970  Church library established      

 
6/22/1971 Church fire destroyed the sanctuary, the offices, kitchen, nurse-

  ry and fellowship hall. All Church records were destroyed along 

  with Pastor James E. Smith’s library and 6 years’ worth of ser-

  mon outlines. The only book NOT burned in the study was his 

  Bible              

 
4/16/1972 Church rebuilt and a Dedication service for the new Church 

  was held  

 
9/20/1992 50

th
 Anniversary Church picture with congregation     

 
8/1/1994 Church Charter obtained  

 
10/16/1994 Christian Life Center Groundbreaking  

 
 

 
 

 

In 1942, since there were no Baptist churches in the community that supported 

home or foreign missions, a group of Christian believers met and decided that 

their belief in the Great Commission (Matthew 28: 19) and their faith in God 

compelled them to resign themselves from their present Church.  

On December 26, 1942, Mount Carmel Baptist Church was organized. The 

charter members were Mr. & Mrs. Joe Miller, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Johnson, Mrs. 

Gloria Johnson Thomas, Mrs. Lizzie Grayson, Mr.  & Mrs.  Claytie Motley, Mr. & 

Mrs. Raymond McEntire, Mr. & Mrs. Ira Kell and Reverend & Mrs. E M. Rack-

ley. 

For the first months, the Church met in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Fred Johnson. 

Reverend E. M. Rackley was the first Pastor and Mr. Ira Kell was ordained as 

the first Deacon. Mrs. Lizzie Grayson gave the Church an acre of ground on 

Taft Highway and the members built the Mount Carmel Baptist Church’s first 

building.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HISTORY OF THE BEGINNING OF 

MOUNT CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
DECEMBER 26, 1942 

 
By Mrs. Joe A. Miller 

 

 In the year of 1939, it was on Sunday at noon walking home from 

the Lone Oak Baptist Church.  I was alone and I was happy.  Never one 

time did I ever think about building a different church, but God had plans 

for another church.  I never have been able to understand why He select-

ed me.  I felt so unworthy to do the job that He showed me, but any way 

when I got a little ways from the Lone Oak Church house, the first thing 

I knew God showed me a church house on down the Taft Highway.  And 

when I noticed what I was doing I was standing still.  I can’t explain how 

I felt.  When I started walking on I thought, “Lord, what is this,” but I 

never could tell no one what God had let me see  --  for it was just a 

heavy forest there.  It never had been even any timber cut there. 

 So I went on for three years, the vision didn’t trouble me at all.  I 

worked in the church, happy and satisfied until one Sunday before 

Christmas Day, 1942.  God’s time was up for the church to be started 

that He had showed me.  Well on Monday morning the Lord said, “Go.”  

I went to Raymond McEntire’s home and I went into their house, and I 

told them that I wanted to know what they thought about building a new 

church.  Raymond said that they were just talking about a new church 

when I came in.  So you see, God was speaking to other people to build 

the church.   

 I couldn’t tell them I knew where God wanted it, but I did leave 

them satisfied that I would get the land.  So I went on down the highway 

to Fred Johnson’s home.  When I went into their home I ask them what 

they thought about building a new church.  Well they were talking, he 

and his wife about a new church, so we talked quite a lot about the plans 

where we could get a place for the church and would any one else join in 

with us.  I said they would, for I had the assurance from the Lord what 

He wanted done.  I told Fred and Ethel for us to go over and see Mrs. 

Lizzie Grayson, for she owned the land where the Lord let me see the 

church building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors of Mount Carmel Baptist Church 

 
 

E. M. Rackley served from 1943-1952 

Silas Jones served from April 30, 1952 - May 1, 1955 

Bobby Perry served from May 18, 1955 - September 28, 1958 

T. D. Burgess served from October 1958 - June 1960 

Gene Winfrey served from September 1960 - July 1961 

Jimmy Graves served from 1961 -1964 

James Ernest Smith served from December 1964 - July 1975 

David Bromley served from 1975 - 1976 

James Bond served from 1976 - 1981 

Don Ferguson served from 1982 - 1989 

Paul Forgey served from 1990 - 1992 

Joel Walker served from 1993 - 1996 

Dr. Steven E. Granger served from February 1997 - 2013 

Jerry “Rocky” Bradford served from January 2015 - current (2022) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional History Information 

 

 After Bro. Smith’s ministry the church called Dave Bromley to 

be pastor.  After a short ministry under Bro. Bromley, the church then 

called Bro. Jimmy Bond to be pastor. 

 Bro. Bond and his wife, Helen had three children, Mike, Darrell, 

and Jamie.  Under Bro. Bond’s ministry the church made several advanc-

es: the Sunday School attendance grew greatly, missions giving really 

increased, a new pastorium was built, and Wednesday night attendance 

was real strong.  Bro. Bond’s Bible teaching and preaching drew good 

crowds especially on Wednesday nights.  The Youth had their first re-

treat at Pickett State Park.  He also started the Senior Citizen ministry 

called, the Live Wires.  Bro. Bond pastored from 1976-1981. 

 Bro. Don Ferguson was called to be the pastor following Bro. 

Bond.  Bro. Don’s wife was Sylvia.  They had two daughters, Carrisa 

and Cindy.  Bro. Don pastored the church from 1982-1989. 

 Bro. Don was known for his sweet spirit and his ability to love 

people.  Under his ministry the church called full-time staff, paid off a 

note of indebtedness and saw great spiritual growth in several individu-

als.  The church called Steve Cannon and then Ronnie Grooms as staff 

men under Bro. Don.  The church also had many successful youth re-

treats and church revivals under Bro. Don. 

 Following Bro. Ferguson, the church called Paul D. Forgey to be 

the pastor.  Bro. Paul and his wife, Vivian have two sons, Mike and 

Johnny.  Since his coming the church has added a new sound system, 

lighted sign, and adopted plans for future growth.  These plans include a 
multi-purpose educational and outreach building.  The church completed 

a TOGETHER WE BUILD fund raising program with $290,000.00 be 

committed over a three year period.  As of this writing we already have 
about $40,000 in the building fund.  Bro. Ted Grubbs led singing for the 

first year of Bro. Paul’s ministry.  In 1991 the church called Bro. Wayne 

Williams to serve as Minister of Music and Youth.  Bro. Paul and Bro. 
Wayne continue to minister here at the time of the 50th Anniversary, Sep-

tember 20, 1992.  Well known music evangelist and song writer Squire 

Parsons was the featured minister for the celebration. 

 
 
 
 

 When we went in at Mrs. Grayson’s home, she invited us to sit 

down.  I told her that we had come over to see if she would sell one acre 

of her land there on Taft Highway to build a church.  She went to crying 

and said no, but she would give us all we wanted to build a church so we 

could have a good church to worship the Lord.  So Mrs. Grayson went to 

Dunlap and got the deed wrote and signed it and Fred Johnson paid for 

the deed to be recorded.  Now we had the Lords work started.  As we 

came on back home, we knew we had to have a leader, so we all agreed 

on the Rev. E.M. Rackley.  We talked with Raymond McEntire and he 

agree too.  Well they asked me to write Bro. Rackley and I did and ask 

him to meet us up at the home of Fred and Ethel Johnson on Saturday 

night. 

 Brother Rackley met with us the same week on Saturday night.  I 

wanted to be sure I was doing God’s will and the way He wanted me to.  

When the evening came for us all to meet, my husband Joe Miller, my 

daughter, Claytie and her son LeRoy all started over to the home of Mr. 

Johnson.  As I was leaving I was breathing a prayer to the Lord.  I said 

Lord you know I want to be sure that I’m doing your will.  And the Lord 

gave me a sure sign, a light shined from heaven down on me from my 

front yard almost a half way to Mr. Johnson’s home.  I knew for sure that 

I was doing what the Lord wanted me to do and when we came to Mr. 

Johnson’s home there was a nice crowd of people there.  Bro. Rackley 

was there too.  I explained to the people that were there what our plans 

was for a new church.  I told Bro. Rackley that it could be done.  You see 

I then couldn’t tell the folks that night about my vision of the church.  I 

couldn’t tell no one what God’s plans were. 

 We were all in one mind and one accord.  Bro. Rackley said he 

could see that God was leading me, but we talked till one o’clock that 

Saturday night.  Bro. Rackley told us he would pray about it and tell us 

Sunday morning what he would do and for us all to come back in the 

morning and we would have Sunday School and he would bring us a 

message.  So we all gathered back at the home of Fred Johnson and we 

had a good number.  They was enough rooms in their home that we 

could have all the different classes.  When Sunday School was over we 

had good singing.  Arles Miller directed the choir and his wife played the 

piano and we elected all our officiers and teachers. 

 Bro. Rackley told us how that God had told him to go ahead and 



organize a church.  Then we started making plans to build our little 

church.  No one had very much money but the Lord blessed every part of 

the work.  Everyone that joined our church worked faithful when the 

men started the foundation of the chapel.  It was then that God wanted 

me to tell every one how that God had shown me the little church there 

in the wild woods, and that is why I could be so sure of what I was do-

ing.  It has been a wonderful soul saving church.  Many people has been 

saved there and are off in other countries.  The first one to be baptized in 

our church was LeRoy D. Hobbs.  The men of the church worked very 

hard building our pews out of lumber.  We all bought and gave to the 

church.  I bought one communion set.  The white linen cloths for the 

communion table and the glass plates for the bread and the Sunday 

School register.  I thanked the Lord for giving me the money to buy them 

with.  My husband worked in the coal mines and he put fifteen dollars 

out of every one of his checks.  He is gone on to heaven to receive his 

reward for the good things he did for Jesus and all the others did all they 

could, but you see I can’t show the amount they put in but I know they 

did the best they could.  We were all a happy church family.  Rackley 

was a wonderful pastor and in the years 1952 he had to resign. 

 Rev. Silas Jones was the next pastor.  He and his wife and two 

teenage daughters, Dorothy and Charleen, were active in all phases of the 

church and community life.  Mrs. Jones organized a W.M.U.  During this 

time Jack Peak was the choir director, Marilyn McCollum the pianist, 

J.C. Humble the Sunday School Superintendent.   

 The third pastor was nineteen year old, Bobby Perry, who soon 

married Sue Minton of Piedmont, Alabama.  They had one child while 

here, Steve, but later had two other children, Cathy and Dayni.  Rev. 

Bobby Perry stayed three years at Mount Carmel.  While he was here, 

the educational building was added, song books were placed in the pews 

for the first time, the first organized visitation program was begun and 

the church had an excellent youth program.  The choir director was 

LeRoy Hobbs, church pianist was Nadine Hobbs, Marilyn Johnson 

McCollum, Lucy Peak. 

 While Rev. & Mrs. T.D. Burgess were at the church an organ was 

bought and the church library was established.  The choir director was 

LeRoy Hobbs, pianist Nadine Hobbs, and the organist was Lucy Peak.  

Paul Peak was the first summer missionary from Mount Carmel.  The 

church helped sponsor his trip to Alaska. 

 The fifth pastor was Rev. Gene Winfrey.  During the time of Rev. 

& Mrs. Winfrey, and their three children, a pastorium was bought and 

the intermediate G.A.’s were formed.  The choir director was LeRoy 

Hobbs and later Edwin Smith.  The pianist were Nadine Hobbs and Nor-

ma Narramore, organists were Virginia and Lucy Peak. 

 Rev. & Mrs. Jimmy Graves and their children, Eddie and Sandra 

were our sixth family ministers.  While Bro. Graves and Imogene were 

here the church painted the educational building, a new pastorium was 

purchased, visitation by members was resumed, the W.M.U. was reor-

ganized and Sunbeams, Junior G.A.s and Y.W.A. began.  The choir di-

rector was Alvin Burns, pianist and organist were Gloria Thomas, Mari-

lyn McCollum, Virginia Peak. 

 James E. Smith came to us December 25, 1964.  The Smith’s had 

2 children, Andy and Teresa.  Greg and Tony were born while they were 

here.  Through the leadership of Bro. Smith, we remodeled the fellow-

ship hall, bricked the front of the educational building and extended the 

auditorium.  On June 22, 1971, our church burned.  The church was re-

built with J.C. Mustin and Frank Perry as supervisors.  During Bro. 

Smith’s ministry, four deacons were ordained, one preacher licensed to 

the ministry.  Bro. Frank Perry was voted as assistant pastor.  Choir di-

rectors were Duane Thomas, and Frank Perry.  Pianist Marilyn 

McCollum and Nadine Hobbs.  Organist were Gloria Thomas and Jane 

Peak.  Emmett Camp was the second summer missionary.  The church 

help sponsor his trip to Panama. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


