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PRICIPLES 
FOR 
BIBLICAL 
EVANGELISM
FOUND IN 
JOHN 4, “THE 
WOMAN AT 
THE WELL.” 

1. TAKE THE INITIATIVE! JN. 4:6-9 

2. OFFER GOD’S MERCY! JN. 4:10-14

3. IDENTIFY SPIRITUAL NEEDS! JN. 
4:9-10

4. CONFRONT SIN JN! 4:16-18

5. REJECT FALSE WORSHIP! JN. 4:19-
24

6. REVEAL CHRIST! JN. 4:25-26
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REJECT FALSE WORSHIP! JN. 4:19-24

• There are two kinds of people in the world: those who worship God 
acceptably, and those who do not. And the fact is, apart from faith in Christ—
apart from God’s saving work in a sinner’s life—acceptable worship is 
impossible.

• Because WORSHIP is inextricably linked to SALVATION, it shouldn’t be a 
surprise that the topic comes up in Christ’s conversation with the Samaritan 
woman at the well. We’ve been looking at their interaction as a model for 
personal evangelism—last time we saw how Christ shockingly exposed and 
confronted her sin in John 4:16-18.

• Her stunned reaction steers the conversation to the topic of WORSHIP.

• The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers 
worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship.” (John 4:19-20)
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• We’ve already discussed the origins of the Samaritan people—that they 
were the offspring of Jews who had intermarried with pagan Gentiles after 
the Assyrian invasion. One of the results of that intermarrying was the 
corruption of their faith. They kept the Pentateuch but adopted other pagan 
idols and rituals along with it, merging the sacrificial systems and creating a 
FALSE, hybrid religion. They even built an alternate temple and altar on 
Mount Gerizim, not far from where Christ was talking with the woman.

• Her question then is a simple one: She wants to know which religious 
system is correct. She’s already acknowledged that Christ must be a prophet 
to know what He knows about her life. The guilt she spent so much time 
trying to avoid has now come down in full force on her head. Jesus has 
unmasked her as a sinner, and she wants to be right with God. And she 
knows that to quench her guilt requires WORSHIP.
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• So, she falls back on the only thing she knows, external religion. The fact 
is, all unrepentant sinners see worship as external. They cannot understand 
or appreciate the internal transformation that takes place in salvation, so 
they’re left grasping at impotent ceremonies and rituals to absolve the guilt of 
their sins.

• She wants to know which system of works holds the key to her absolution. Is 
it the Samaritan faith, a Judeo-pagan hybrid? Or is it the Jewish system, 
based solely on the LAW and the PROPHETS? Which temple should she visit 
to reconcile with God? Where does she need to go and what does she need to 
do to find forgiveness and peace?

• Christ’s answer is monumental, giving us the most definitive teaching on the 
THEOLOGY OF WORSHIP in all the gospels. And it starts with a 
DENUNCIATION OF EXTERNAL FORMS OF WORSHIP.
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• Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when 
neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such 
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:21-24)

• The Lord makes it clear that it’s NOT THE “PLACE” where she worships 
that matters. What she’s looking for is not dependent on a ceremony or 
ritual. Instead, true worship is about LOVING, HONORING, OBEYING, and 

SERVING GOD FROM THE HEART.
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• Jesus’ answer is a critique of the Samaritan faith, apostate Judaism, and any 
system of works-based salvation and righteousness. God was never interested 
in rituals and sacrifices alone—what always mattered most was the heart 
behind those acts of worship. That’s why He condemned the hypocrisy of 
Israel’s religion (Amos 5:21-23; Malachi 1:6-14). They were divorced from true 
faith in God, Israel’s sacrificial system was a useless pantomime. (DRAMA)

• In His death, Christ abolished the sacrificial system once and for all. When He 
died, God miraculously shredded the curtain that separated the Holy of Holies 
from the rest of the temple, signifying the end of the Old Testament system 
and ratifying the New Covenant. There are no more temples, no more altars, 
and no more sacrifices. IN CHRIST, EVERY PLACE IS A SANCTUARY AND EVERY 
BELIEVER A PRIEST. We no longer require mediation—we have the Spirit of 
God dwelling in us.
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• In this simple conversation, Christ ushers in a new era of worship—one 
that isn’t bound to externals and symbols. TRUE WORSHIP comes from the 
love of God and the knowledge of Scripture, and it can happen anywhere 
and everywhere.

• That’s a vital point when it comes to sharing the gospel with 
nonbelievers. Salvation isn’t about praying a special prayer, walking an 
aisle, or any other ritual. IT’S ABOUT BOWING TO THE LORD IN 
REPENTANCE AND FAITH, SUBMITTING TO HIS WORD, AND WORSHIPING 
HIM IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH. Anything short of that is EMPTY RELIGION.



REVEAL CHRIST! JN. 4:25-26

• When it comes to evangelism, we often hear about “asking Jesus into your 
heart” or “making a decision for Christ.” But condensing the whole process of 
repentance and faith into a short—and often unbiblical—phrase like that trains 
us to emphasize the wrong things in evangelism. Instead, we need to emphasize 
biblical methods and models of what it means to preach the gospel.

• To that end, we’ve been examining Christ’s interaction with the SAMARITAN 
WOMAN at the well, looking at their conversation as a model for our own 
personal evangelism. We’ve already seen how the Lord initiated the 
conversation, identified her spiritual need, offered God’s mercy, confronted 
her sin, and exhorted her to reject her false worship. Today we’ll look at the 
wonderful conclusion of their conversation and see how Christ revealed the 
truth about who He is and what He came to accomplish.
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• We’ll pick up their discussion in (John 4:25), as she responds to Christ’s 

exhortation to REJECT HER FALSE WORSHIP. “The woman said to Him, ‘I 

know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One 

comes, He will declare all things to us.’”

• As we previously discussed, the Samaritan religion was a hybrid of the 

Pentateuch and pagan idols and rituals adopted during the Assyrian 

captivity. It’s not clear exactly what this woman believed prior to her divine 

appointment with Christ. What is clear is that she held on to at least some 

kind of JEWISH MESSIANIC THEOLOGY—possibly based on (Genesis 

3:15 or Deuteronomy 18:15-18).
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• Regardless of what specific prophecy she was referring to, she 
knew something about Messiah. She knew the Messiah is God’s anointed One 
who would come to fill the earth with righteousness and truth. She’s just been 
told she needs to worship God in spirit and truth (John 4:24). And implied in 
her response is the understanding that she won’t know the full truth until it’s 
revealed in Messiah’s arrival.

• That makes Christ’s response to her in (John 4:26) all the more glorious: 
“Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to you am He.’” There is no “He” in the original 
text—this is an I AM statement, where Christ self-applies the name of God. In 
essence He’s saying, The one speaking to you is the I AM. She’s asking for the 
TRUTH, and He unveils that He is in fact the Truth incarnate.

• When they first began talking, she was completely ignorant and completely 
disinterested in who He was and what He had to say. After a few short minutes, 
she wants forgiveness for her wretched life, she is repentant, and she’s hungry 
for God’s truth about eternal life.
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• We don’t know what else was said between Christ and the Samaritan 
woman, but it’s safe to assume the conversation didn’t abruptly end there. 
And we do know from further into John’s gospel that her repentance was 
real and that she was CONVERTED. In fact, John goes on to explain how 
her salvation was the first of many conversions in her community.

• From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the 
word of the woman who testified, “He told me all the things that I have 
done.” So, when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to 
stay with them; and He stayed there two days. Many more believed 
because of His word; and they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.” 
(John 4:39-42)



• The transforming work we see so vividly in John 4 is only accomplished by 
God. As believers, our job is to initiate evangelistic conversations, identify 
sinners’ spiritual needs, offer the surpassingly rich mercy of God to meet 
those needs, confront their sin, and exhort them to reject their false 
worship and turn to the true worship of the true God. And we can’t do 
any more than that. It’s up to the Lord to disclose Himself to them—to 
penetrate the darkness of their hearts and reveal His true nature to them. 
IT’S A DIVINE WORK that we CANNOT manufacture or duplicate. In terms 
of salvation, only God can reveal the life-transforming truth about His 
Son (John 1:15-26).
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• Admittedly that means many of our evangelistic encounters may end 
without a clear resolution. How and when the Lord reveals Himself to 
people is beyond our control or influence. Our task is to LOOK for 
opportunities to proclaim the person and work of Christ to the people we 
encounter, and to make the most of those opportunities. We must trust 
the Lord to bring forth the spiritual fruit how and when HE CHOOSES.

• From a results perspective, that might initially seem frustrating. But 
from an eternal perspective, it’s LIBERATING. Our job is to faithfully sow 
the seed of the gospel. We leave the spiritual harvest up to the Lord.
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• The Lord responded to the rising tide of doubt by telling a series of parables 
about evangelism. A year before He would give the GREAT COMMISSION, 
Jesus told His first parable about a farmer sowing seed:

• Notice (Lk. 8:5-8) “The Sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, 
some fell beside the road, and it was trampled under foot and the birds of 
the air ate it up. 6, Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, 
it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7, Other seed fell among the 
thorns; and the thorns grew up with it and choked it out. 8, Other seed fell 
into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as 
great.”

• This agricultural illustration is a paradigmatic explanation of what 
evangelism should look like. It is designed to answer the fundamental 
evangelistic question: WHY DO SOME PEOPLE REPENT AND BELIEVE THE 
GOSPEL WHILE OTHERS REJECT IT?



THE INVARIABLE SOWER

• This parable isn’t about the SOWER. What is surprising about the farmer in the 

story is how little control he actually has in the growing of crops. There are no 

adjectives used to describe his style or skill.

• In a subsequent parable (Mark 4:26–29) Jesus states that he who sows the seed is 

actually ignorant of how the seed transforms itself into a mature plant. After 

sowing the seed, the farmer “goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the 

seed sprouts and grows—how, he himself does not know” (Mark 4:27).

• This ignorance is not unique to the sower in Christ’s parables but rather is true of 

everyone who sows. The growth of the seed is a mystery that even the most 

advanced farmer cannot explain. And that reality is the KEY to understanding the 

Lord’s first parable.
19
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• JESUS explained that the SEED is the gospel or “word of the kingdom”, 

the FARMER is the evangelist, and the SOIL represents the heart of the 

hearer (Matt. 13:19). The EVANGELIST scatters the seed—that is, they 

explain the gospel to people—and some of those people believe and 

receive life. How this happens is a divine mystery to the evangelist. One 

thing is clear, however: though the farmer is the human means, it does 

not ultimately DEPEND ON HIM. The power of the gospel is in the 

working of the SPIRIT, not in the style of the sower (Romans 1:16; 1 

Thessalonians 1:5; 1 Peter 1:23). It is the SPIRIT OF GOD who raises souls 

from death to life, NOT the methods or techniques of the messenger.
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• The apostle Paul understood this principle. When he brought the gospel to 
Corinth, he planted the church and left it in the care of Apollos. Later he described 
the experience this way: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth” (1 Cor. 3:6). God was the one who actually drew sinners to Himself, 
changed their hearts, and caused them to be sanctified. Paul and Apollos were 
both faithful, but they most certainly were not the explanation for the 
supernatural life and growth. This truth caused Paul to say, “So then neither the 
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the 
growth” (1 Cor. 3:7).

• This runs counter to the notion that the results of evangelism can be influenced by 
the cultural assimilation of the PASTOR, or the STYLE OF MUSIC used at his 
crusades. The preacher who thinks designer jeans will make his message more 
palatable is akin to a farmer investing in a designer seed bag so that the soil will 
be more receptive to his seeds.
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• JESUS intentionally highlights the farmer’s lack of influence over the growth of 
the seed. The entire parable makes the statement that as far as evangelism goes, 
it simply does not matter what the evangelist wears or how he does his hair. 
Such externals are not what makes the seed grow. Anyone who argues that a 
preacher who imitates a particular segment of culture is better able to reach that 
culture, has completely failed to understand Jesus’ point in the parable.

• All the farmer can do is SOW, and all the evangelist can do is PROCLAIM. As a 
preacher, if I thought someone’s salvation was contingent upon my 
persuasiveness or relevance, I could never sleep. But instead, I know that “the 
Lord knows those who are His” (2 Tim. 2:19). It is not coincidental that the New 
Testament never calls evangelists to bear the responsibility for another person’s 
salvation. Rather, having proclaimed the message faithfully, we are called to rest
in the SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD—much like the farmer in (Mark 4:27) who sleeps 
through the night after a day of scattering seed.
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• Christ’s description of the farmer provides the biblical model for evangelism. The 
evangelist must plant the gospel seed, without which no one can be saved. Notice
(Rom. 10:14–17) “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will 
they hear without a preacher? 15, How will they preach unless they are sent? 
Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING 
GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!” 16, However, they did not all heed the good 
news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” 17, So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

• Then he must TRUST GOD with the results, since ONLY the SPIRIT CAN GIVE LIFE. 
Notice (Jn. 3:5–8) “Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6, That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7, Do not be 
amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8, The wind blows where it 
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and 
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  



THE INVARIABLE SEED

• Not only is the farmer’s style irrelevant to the success of his crops but Jesus 

also does not suggest that the sower should alter his seed to facilitate 

growth. And this absence of discussion about the seed directly corresponds 

to evangelism. Jesus assumes that Christians will evangelize using the true 

seed—THE GOSPEL.

• Most preachers outwardly profess that the gospel is an unalterable non-

negotiable, but that doesn’t stop them from subtly softening its sharp edges. 

Modern gospel presentations frequently portray God as indifferent to sin and 

not its judge; the sinner as the victim, not the offender; the cross of Christ as 

the remedy to frustrations and unfulfilled dreams, not the propitiation for 

our sins; and a divine endgame that revolves around our temporal 

happiness, not our eternal state. 24
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• One of the primary refrains about evangelism today is that the church needs 
to update the methods without altering the message. But if we’re not 
faithfully preaching the truth about man’s sinfulness, God’s GRACE and 
MERCY, the sinner’s need for repentance and faith, and the completed work 
of Christ, WE’RE NOT PROTECTING AND PRESERVING THE GOSPEL 
MESSAGE.

• Believers are sternly warned in Scripture against TAMPERING with the 
MESSAGE (Galatians 1:6–9; 2 John 9–11). If a frustrated evangelist looks at 
how difficult his task is, or how closed his culture seems to be to the gospel, 
the problem is not with the faithful messenger or the true gospel. Rather, it 
lies in the NATURE OF THE SOIL into which the true seed falls. Thus, the 
sower and the seed are constants in Christ’s parable. The only variable is the 
soil—THE RECEPTIVITY OF THE HEARER.
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THAT CAN’T SAVE!

• Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

• This stanza, penned by CHARLOTTE ELLIOT in the nineteenth century, has 
probably been used as background for the evangelistic invitation more than any 
other hymn in history. The thought those words convey is a glorious biblical 
reality: sinners may come to Christ just as they are—solely on the basis of 
repentant faith—and He will save them. The Lord’s own wonderful promise is 
in (John 3:16): “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” Later 
He added, “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 
6:37).
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• The erosion of the gospel in our day has given this truth an insidious twist. 
The language of the modern message sounds vaguely similar to “Just as I Am,” 
but the difference in meaning is profound. Sinners today hear not only that 
Christ will receive them as they are, but also that He will let them STAY THAT 
WAY! Many erroneously believe they can come to Christ, receive absolution 
and immortality, then walk away to continue living life as they please, even 
choosing “TO LEAVE GOD OUT AND LIVE ACCORDING TO THE OLD NATURE.”

• Some years ago, leaders of an international Christian youth organization 
asked a prominent Pastor to preview a training film they produced. The subject 
was evangelism, and the film instructed youth workers not to tell unsaved 
young people they must obey Christ, give Him their hearts, surrender their 
lives, repent of their sins, submit to His lordship, or follow Him. Telling the 
unsaved they must do those things confuses the gospel message, the film said. 
It advocated giving only the objective facts about Jesus’ death (making no 
mention of the resurrection) and pressing on them the need to believe. The 
film concluded that the sum total of saving faith is understanding and 
accepting the facts of the gospel.
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• At a conference where a well-known Bible teacher brought a message on 
salvation. He suggested that telling unsaved people they must surrender to 
Christ is the same as preaching works. He defined salvation as the 
unconditional gift of everlasting life given to people who believe the facts 
about Christ, whether they choose to obey Him or not. One of his main points 
was that salvation may or may not alter a PERSON’S BEHAVIOR. Transformed 
conduct is certainly desirable, he said, but even if no change in lifestyle occurs, 
the one who has believed the facts of the gospel can rest in the certainty of 
heaven.

• Many approach Christ on these terms. Thinking He will not confront their sin, 
they respond eagerly—but with no sense of the severity of their guilt before 
God, and with no desire to be freed from sin’s bondage. They have been 
deceived by a CORRUPTED GOSPEL. They have been told that faith alone will 
save them, but they neither understand nor possess real faith. The “faith” they 
are relying on is only intellectual acquiescence to a set of facts. IT WILL NOT 
SAVE.



ETERNAL LIFE FROM DEAD FAITH?

• Not all faith is redemptive. (Jam. 2:14–17) says faith without works is dead 
and cannot save. James describes spurious faith as pure hypocrisy (Jam. 2:16), 
mere cognitive assent (Jam. 2:19), devoid of any verifying works (Jam. 2:17–
18)—no different from the demons’ belief (Jam. 2:19). Obviously, THERE IS 
MORE to saving faith than merely conceding a set of facts. Faith without works 
is useless (Jam. 2:20).

• Yet some in contemporary evangelicalism refuse to allow for any kind of 
relationship between faith and works. With this limitation, they are forced to 
receive virtually any profession of faith as the real thing. At least one writer 
explicitly stated that dead faith can save. Amazingly, one popular interpretation 
of James 2 teaches that dead faith is actually proof of salvation. ZANE HODGES 
argues that “the presence of a dead faith shows that this faith was once alive”—
and therefore dead faith is salvific. But that is skewed logic, it’s BAD THEOLOGY. 
“DEAD FAITH” doesn’t necessitate faith that was once alive any more than (Eph. 
2:1) (“You were dead in your trespasses and sins”) implies that individual 
sinners were once spiritually alive.
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• Others admit the inefficacy of “faith” that is no more than a barren, academic 
recognition of the truth, but balk at defining faith in terms that imply 
submission or commitment of one’s life. In fact, it is commonly believed that 
“the message of faith plus commitment of life . . . cannot be the gospel.” The 
typical idea of faith relegates it to a momentary act that takes place in the mind, 
a decision to believe the facts of the gospel—“nothing more than a response to 
a divine initiative.”

• Herein lies the fallacy of today’s popular approach to evangelism. The gospel 
appeal is tacked on to a wholly inadequate explanation of what it means to 
believe. The modern definition of faith eliminates repentance, erases the moral 
significance of believing; it obviates the work of God in the sinner’s heart; it 
makes an ongoing trust in the Lord optional. Far from championing the truth 
that human works have no place in salvation, modern easy-believism has made 
faith itself a wholly human work, a fragile, temporary attribute that may or may 
not endure.
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• But it is not a biblical view of faith to say one may have it at the moment of 
salvation and never need to have it again. PAUL’S words in (2 Tim. 2:12) speak 
powerfully to this issue: “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny 
Him, He also will deny us.” ENDURANCE is the mark of those who will reign 
with Christ in His kingdom. Clearly, enduring is a characteristic of true 
believers, while disloyalty and defection reveal a heart of UNBELIEF. Those 
who deny Christ, He will deny. Paul goes on to say, “If we are faithless, He 
remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). Thus, God’s 
faithfulness is a blessed comfort to loyal, abiding believers but a frightening 
warning to false professors.

• SAVING FAITH IS NEVER MOMENTARY. It is continuously demonstrated in the 
lives of those who place their trust in Christ. We can come to Him just as we 
are, BUT THOSE WHO TRULY BELIEVE CANNOT REMAIN UNCHANGED.
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OUR WITNESS TO A WATCHING WORLD

• As we seek to live out the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20), Christians 
should always consider how their actions will affect their witness to a watching 
world.

• Speaking of his own evangelistic ministry, PAUL wrote: “Give no offense 
either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; 33, just as I also please all 
men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, that 
they may be saved.” (1 Cor. 10:32-33)

• PAUL was far more concerned with seeing sinners embrace Christ than he was 
with the exercise of his liberty. Thus, he was willing to set aside his freedom (his 
own personal preferences) for the sake of the gospel. Notice (1 Cor. 9:19-23).
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• “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to 
all, so that I may win more. 20, To the Jews I became as a Jew, so 
that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the 
Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win 
those who are under the Law; 21, to those who are without law, as 
without law, though not being without the law of God but under the 
law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 22, To 
the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become 
all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23, I do 
all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow 
partaker of it.”
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• Whether or not you are aware of it, YOUR BEHAVIOR—both what you DO as 
well as what you DON’T do—AFFECTS YOUR WITNESS FOR CHRIST. It is an 
issue of “TESTIMONY.” What does your life say about God to the friends, 
relatives, coworkers, neighbors, or even strangers who might be watching you?

• That’s the point PAUL makes in (Rom. 14:16-18) “Therefore do not let what 
is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17, for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
18, For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by 
men.”

• The operative statement there is “approved by men.” Paul’s not talking about 
being a man-pleaser—he’s talking about the positive commendation of your 
lifestyle by the people who are WATCHING. Keep in mind PAUL was a Jew by 
blood, a citizen of Rome by birth, and a Christian by the new birth. 

36



JUDAISM’S 
FOOD
LAWS 

Judaism’s food laws are known as “KASHRUT.” 
These rules are contained within 
the MITZVOT (any commandment, ordinance, 
law, or statute contained in the Torah) mainly 
in the Books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus.
Following them shows obedience and self-
control. (works base)

Food that is allowed is called “KOSHER.” Food 
that is not allowed is called TREIF or TREFAH.
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FOOD LAWS
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1. Land animals must have cloven (split) hooves and must chew the cud, 
meaning that they must eat grass.

2. Seafood must have fins and scales. Eating shellfish is not allowed.

3. It is forbidden to eat birds of prey. Only clean birds, meaning birds that 
do not eat other animals, can be eaten. Poultry is allowed.

4. Meat and dairy cannot be eaten together, as it says in the Torah: “…do 
not boil a kid in its mother’s milk” (Exodus 23:19). So, Jews who follow 
these dietary rules cannot eat CHEESEBURGERS for example. Often this 
rule is extended further, so that people wait up to six hours after eating 
meat before they eat dairy.
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• TREIF: Food that is not allowed is called treif. Examples include shellfish, pork 

products and food that has not been slaughtered in the correct way, known 

as shechitah. Animals must have their throats cut with a sharp knife by a shochet, a 

person trained to slaughter animals in a kosher way. The blood must then be drained 

from the animal because in in the Book of (Deut. 12:23) it forbids Jews to eat or drink 

blood. NO animals that have died naturally can be eaten.

• PAREV: Neutral foods, that can be eaten with either meat or dairy, are 

called parev and these include vegetables, pasta and rice. As long as these are 

washed thoroughly before eating, no kosher rules will be broken.

• ORTHODOX JEWS AND FOOD LAWS: Orthodox Jews keep all the rules of kashrut. 

Some even have separate utensils and perhaps fridges for the preparation and 

storage of meat and dairy products.
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• REFORM JEWS AND FOOD LAWS: Although Reform Jews may choose to 
observe all of the kashrut, they believe this is down to personal choice. Some 
Reform Jews observe a selection of the laws. Others observe kashrut at home 
but not elsewhere.

• KEEPING KOSHER IN THE UK: In big cities with large Jewish populations in the 
UK, there may be kosher supermarkets, shops and restaurants catering for the 
Jewish communities. Often these are located nearby synagogues. Even in 
smaller communities where there are fewer Jewish people, most major 
supermarkets will have a kosher food section. Many food manufacturers 
produce ordinary foods to kosher standards. Also, some foods and drinks are 
labelled ‘parev’ to show that they contain no meat or dairy.

• Some Jews will avoid eating out at dinner parties, non-kosher restaurants and 
cafes. Some, particularly Reform and Liberal Jews will be less strict about the 
rules when eating out or at friends’ homes. Lots of Jews may stick to vegetarian 
or vegan options when eating out, as all of these foods are parev.



• You’ve probably known people who call themselves Christians and 
proclaim their love for the Lord but have lifestyles that are very similar to 
the world. Believers who routinely live on the edges of their liberty make it 
difficult to differentiate themselves from the world. They have a hard time 
communicating the value and power of the gospel to people who see no 
clear difference in how they live their lives.

• Believers who NEVER ABUSE their freedom live out the most distinct, 
powerful testimonies of God’s life-transforming power. The self-imposed 
restrictions in your life—informed by biblical principles—visually depict 
the ongoing work of Christ in your heart to a world that is constantly 
watching, even when you least suspect it.
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• Your loudest, clearest testimony is rarely the words you say—people are 
far more likely to SEE how you live and draw conclusions about the value 
and reality of your faith based on your LIFESTYLE. The unsaved world is 
paying attention, and we need to strive to be manifestly different from our 
sinful culture. For the sake of the gospel, we need to stand apart from the 
world while we’re living in it.

• So, when we’re faced with a decision in an area of life that Scripture 
doesn’t specifically speak to, we need to ask, WILL THIS ACTIVITY ADORN 
THE GOSPEL OR TARNISH IT?

• YOUR TESTIMONY either tells the TRUTH about God, or it tells a LIE. The 
choices you make in the gray areas should reflect your concern not to bring 
offense to God’s reputation but to BRING HIM PRAISE INSTEAD.
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UNCOMPRIMISING EVANGELISM

• THE APOSTLE PAUL’S SERMON ON MARS’ HILL (Acts 17:16–33) has been 
exploited endlessly by evangelistic innovators and missionary 
methodologists in recent decades. The acute cultural awareness Paul 
displayed in his preaching has been used to validate everything from 
worldliness (under the guise of contextualization) to the appreciative study 
of other religions. But careful examination of the passage completely 
undermines those arguments. The apostle’s message to the sophisticated 
Greek thinkers of his day reveals an UNCOMPROMISING EVANGELIST 
ARMED WITH A NARROW AND EXCLUSIVE MESSAGE.
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• PAUL launched right into that message, beginning with CREATION:

(Acts. 17:24-25) “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25,
nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He 
Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;”

• There’s a wealth of truth about God in this text, and it directly contradicted 
Greek religious belief. Paul was not stepping around their sensitivities or 
trying to avoid truth they might not want to hear.

• All their gods dwelt in man-made temples, and they were manlike entities, 
not at all like the transcendent Supreme Being Paul was describing. These men 
were well-educated, and undoubtedly familiar with the HEBREW GOD. 
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• They knew about HIS EXCLUSIVITY—“The Lord is our God; the Lord is one! 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might” (Deut. 6:4–5). They knew His first commandment 
was, “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 5:7). Surely 
as soon as Paul began speaking these men understood that he was declaring 
the same God the Hebrews worshiped, and they would have understood the 
ramifications of that.

• Paul identified God as the CREATOR: He “made the world and all things in 
it” (Acts. 17:24). He is the SUSTAINER of all life: “He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things” (V. 25). He is SOVEREIGN: “He is Lord 
of heaven and earth” (V. 24); “He made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation” (V. 26). And He is 
OMNIPRESENT: “He is not far from each one of us” (V. 27).
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• Moreover, Paul told them, GOD DESIRES that people should “seek God, if 
perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him” (V. 27). Paul was telling 
these philosophers that seeking God is a MORAL OBLIGATION. 

• If God is indeed the sovereign, omnipotent Creator who desires that we 
seek Him, then NOT TO SEEK HIM is a SIN!!! That truth would not have 
escaped these philosophers. They knew that Paul was laying before them a 
clear imperative that they seek and worship the one true God he 
represented. 

• In essence, Paul was saying, “The God I declare to you is supreme over 
every other being, and He is worthy of your exclusive loyalty and worship. 
You had better seek Him until you find Him.” This struck a blow directly at 
their syncretism and polytheism. There could have been no question in their 
minds about adding Paul’s God to their existing pantheon. Paul was urging 
them to abandon their religion and worship the eternal Creator of all things, 
the God who made all other gods petty and obsolete.
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• Notice the unusual way Paul structures his defense (apologetics)of the 
true God: He quotes Greek poetry. “In Him we live and move and exist, 
as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His 
children’” (V. 28). Both the first and the closing phrases of that verse 
are quotations from Greek poets. EPIMENIDES—the same poet who 
erected the altars to the “UNKNOWN GOD”—said, “In thee we live and 
move and have our being.” ARATUS was the poet who said, “We are his 
offspring.”

• Oddly enough, when Epimenides said, “In thee we live and move and 
have our being,” and when Aratus wrote, “We are indeed his 
offspring,” they were talking about ZEUS. 
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• So, why would Paul quote these praises to an idol and apply them 
statements to God? Because he was making a DEFENSE OF THE FAITH. His 
point may be paraphrased like this: “Your own poets, with no knowledge 
of the true God whatsoever, nevertheless gave testimony to the 
inescapable fact that there had to be a sovereign, life-giving, all-powerful 
creator. Zeus does not fit that description. BUT THE GOD I DECLARE TO 
YOU, WHOM YOU DON’T KNOW YET, IS THAT ALMIGHTY ONE.” 

• Paul’s use of ancient poets simply underscored the truth of (Rom. 1:19–20) 
“because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 
made it evident to them. 20, For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.”
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• The rational mind demands an eternal cause for the effect of creation. 
Therefore, many attributes of God are so obvious that even pagan poets 
understand them—although they attach them to the WRONG GOD.

• It was a powerful point. Paul was making the most of the situation, 
declaring that the true God whom they didn’t know is Creator, Sustainer, 
and Sovereign of the universe, then quoting their own poets as proof that 
such a sovereign Creator must exist. 

• Paul was not content with merely securing their attention. He was not 
trying to impress them with his intellect or obtain their approval of him 
personally. He was not trying to win the world’s respect or to gain 
acceptance as a philosopher. HIS SOLE AIM WAS TO CONVERT THESE 
PEOPLE TO CHRIST, AND HE WAS JUST COMING TO THE HEART OF HIS 
MESSAGE.
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EVERYTHING INCLUDING EVANGELISM BEGINS WITH GOD!

• Notice (Gen. 1:1) “In the beginning GOD . . .”

• God’s own story of redemption begins with Himself. And that’s where we 

should begin when preaching, teaching, or sharing the gospel.

• It’s important for us to learn of HIS infinite character, nature, and attributes. 

And here is the main reason why! If we who have Spirit-illuminated minds 

cannot fathom God in His fullness; how much can we expect the minds still 

darkened by sin to comprehend?

• However, we cannot accurately present the gospel without first dispelling the 

false and idolatrous ideas about God that dominate the world. People today 

fashion a god out of nothing more than their sentimental and spiritual 

preferences. We must find away to articulate:::::::::::::::::::::
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• GOD IS ETERNAL. (ISA. 57:15) “For thus says the high and exalted One 
Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy 
place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive 
the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.”  

• GOD IS IMMUTABLE. (MAL. 3:6) “For I, the LORD, do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” He demands our 
reverence on HIS TERMS, NOT OURS.

• God presents and defines Himself in Scripture as the TRUE AND LIVING
GOD. He says, “I am the Lord and there is no other; besides Me there is 
no God” (Isaiah 45:5). Furthermore, God’s Word reveals that the one 
true God eternally exists as THREE DISTINCT PERSONS.
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THE TRINITY

• The DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. Though the fullness of the Trinity is far 

beyond human comprehension, it is unquestionably how God has revealed 

Himself in Scripture—AS ONE GOD ETERNALLY EXISTING IN THREE PERSONS.

• The Scriptures are clear that these three persons together are one and only 

one God. Notice (Deut. 6:4) “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD 

is one!”

• THE FATHER AND THE SON ARE ONE. Notice (JN. 10:30) “I and the Father 

are one.”

• THE FATHER AND THE SPIRIT ARE ONE. Notice (1 COR. 3:16) “Do you not 

know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you?”
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• THE SON AND THE SPIRIT ARE ONE. Notice (ROM. 8:9) “However, you are not in 
the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”

• THE FATHER, SON, AND SPIRIT ARE ONE. Notice (JN. 14:16) “I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;” The 
Bible makes it clear that God is one God (not three), but that THE ONE GOD IS A 
TRINITY OF PERSONS.

• Therefore, God must be presented as triune if He is to be proclaimed faithfully. 
Additionally, the Trinity takes on great importance in the realm of EVANGELISM 
because all three Persons play distinct roles in the salvation of sinners. 

1. THE FATHER ELECTS. (Eph. 1:3–6)

2. THE SON REDEEMS. (Eph. 1:7–12)

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS. (Jn.16:8), REGENERATES (Titus 3:5), and 
INDWELLS believers (Eph. 1:13–14).
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CREATOR AND JUDGE

• The Bible introduces the TRIUNE GOD as the CREATOR of all things, 
including mankind (Gen. 1). As such, He rightfully claims ownership of His 
creation (Psa. 50:10–12) and demands worship from us, His creatures (Ex. 
20:2–5; Matt. 4:10) “Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, 
‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’ ”

• But fallen humanity rebelliously refuses to worship the Creator. The open 
communion that should exist between God and man is now blocked by a wall 
of DIVINE HOSTILITY. Notice (Psa. 5:5) “The boastful shall not stand before 
Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity.” God’s just wrath toward sinners may 
be an unsavory subject for modern sensibilities, but it’s a NECESSARY TRUTH
to awaken the spiritual complacency of our age. Afterall, aren’t we trying to 
win SOULS TO THE SAVING KNOWLEDGE CHRIST?????????????
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• While the CHARACTER and NATURE of God is an inexhaustible subject, the 
evangelist must labor to instill some sense of God’s supremacy and 
sovereignty in the hearts of sinners. He must explain why they should 
tremble at the thought of their future day in God’s courtroom. Notice (Heb. 
9:27) “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this 
comes judgment,” 

• Notice (Psa. 111:10) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” 
Much of contemporary evangelism aims to arouse anything but fear of God in 
the mind of sinners. For example, “God loves you and has a wonderful plan 
for your life,” is the opening line of the typical evangelistic appeal today. This 
kind of evangelism is far from the image of a GOD WHO MUST BE FEARED. 
The remedy for such thinking is the biblical truth of GOD’S HOLINESS.



GOD IS HOLY

• Scripture ascribes its strongest superlative when it refers to God as “HOLY, 
HOLY, HOLY” (Isaiah 6:3) Notice (Rev. 4:8) “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD 
GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.”  

• PAUL WASHER points out that God’s holiness “is not merely one attribute 
among many but is the very context in which all other divine attributes 
must be defined and understood.” Our evangelistic emphasis on God’s 
holiness is not meant to dispense (share) with His other attributes such as 
love, mercy, and grace. Rather, His other attributes find their most profound 
meaning WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF GOD’S HOLINESS. 

• The word “HOLY” is translated from the Hebrew qadosh and refers to the 
otherness of God. As Creator, He transcends His creation and is utterly 
distinct from all that He has made. Regardless of size or splendor, nothing in 
creation even remotely approaches the perfections of God.
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• SO, WHY IS IT SO CRITICAL TO EXPLAIN THAT THE CREATOR OF THE 
UNIVERSE IS HOLY? 

• Because we, in our sinful state, are the antithesis of everything He is. There is 
no greater dichotomy demonstrating our greatest need than the juxtaposition 
between a holy God and sinful men. 

• God is utterly holy, and His law therefore demands perfect holiness: “For I 
am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy” (Lev. 11:44–45). 

• Even the GOSPEL requires His HOLINESS: “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 
Pet. 1:16). “Without [holiness] no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14, NKJV). 

And because He is holy, GOD HATES SIN!!!!!!!!!



PUTTING GOD IN HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE

• When BELIEVERS think about God in terms of the gospel, we usually 
emphasize His love and mercy. And while those are vital attributes woven 
throughout the gospel, we must NOT make the mistake of neglecting HIS 
TRIUNE NATURE, HIS SOVEREIGNTY OVER CREATION, and HIS HOLINESS. 
Doing so frequently results in the proclamation of a man-centered gospel—
one that portrays God as little more than a hero swooping in at the last 
minute to save the day ON MAN’S TERM’S.

• THE TRUTH IS THAT SINNERS STAND IN GOD’S CROSSHAIRS. Sinners are 
God’s creation, and it is His law they have violated. God is the Savior only 
because He is the One from whom sinners need to be saved, for “HE WILL 
BY NO MEANS LEAVE THE GUILTY UNPUNISHED” (Exodus 34:7).

• When we put God at the center of the gospel, we gain a clear perspective on 
the OFFENSE OF MAN’S SIN AND THE DEPTH OF HIS GUILT.
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TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT MAN

• Evolution’s doctrine of man is fundamentally wrong on two counts. That 
was the diagnosis DR. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES delivered during 
an interview in 1970: “I criticize the modern view of man on two grounds. 
One is that it makes too much of man. Secondly, that it doesn’t make 
enough of man.”

• Jones’s point was in reference to the two biblical truths that evolutionists 
emphatically deny. They recognize man as “just an animal” and refuse to 
acknowledge him as being created in the image of God. Conversely, the 
secular wisdom of our day pronounces man as morally neutral and refuses 
to acknowledge what is so painfully obvious—THAT ALL PEOPLE ARE 
SINNERS BY NATURE.
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MAN IS MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE

• The Bible makes it clear that humanity is not merely one type of animal 

competing in the fight for survival. Scripture testifies that God made man to be 

the apex of His creation:

• Notice (Gen. 1:26-28) God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 

Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth.” 27, God created man in His own image, in 

the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28, God 

blessed them; and God said to them, “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  64
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• There is nothing pointless or random about human existence. We were 
originally designed to take dominion over the world God made. Man, as God’s 
image bearer, carries a divine mission that sets him completely apart from the 
animal kingdom.

• But what exactly does it mean that mankind was created in the image of God? 
While the IMAGO DEI (Latin for image of God)is a massive theological subject 
in its own right, it contains one inherent truth vital for evangelism: MAN IS A 
MORAL CREATURE WHO IS ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD.

• JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE highlighted that critical implication. “An element 
in being created in the image of God is morality. Morality includes the two 
further elements of freedom and responsibility. To be sure, the freedom which 
men and women possess is not absolute. Even in the beginning the first man, 
Adam, and the first woman, Eve, were not autonomous. They were creatures 
and were responsible for acknowledging their status by their obedience.” 



• Realizing that we are created in God’s image brings with it a sense of 
HONOR but also the realization of GRAVE ACCOUNTABILITY. Our 
inherent morality doesn’t vouch for our morals. Rather, it convicts us 
of our failure to behave morally. Our knowledge of right and wrong, 
and the fact that we continually violate that morality, point us back to 
the historical REALITY of ADAM’S FALL.
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FALLEN
• Are we sinners because we sin, or do we sin because we are sinners? Be 

careful how you answer that question—it’s not a play on words. Only one

answer is biblically true. When ADAM fell in the Garden, his sin was passed 

on in the natures of ALL his descendants. It isn’t our sins that make us sinners. 

Our sins reveal our true sinful natures. 

• All humanity was plunged into this guilty condition because of Adam’s sin. 

“For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners”

(Rom. 5:19). This is the DOCTRINE OF ORIGINAL SIN, a truth that is 

expounded by PAUL in (Rom. 5:12–19). We prove our willing complicity in 

Adam’s rebellion every time we sin. And since no one other than JESUS has 

ever lived a sinless life, no one is really in a position to doubt the doctrine of 

original sin, much less deem it unjust. 67



• ORIGINAL SIN is biblical truth that can be empirically proven. When 
the Bible tells us that everybody is a sinner (Rom. 3:23) it reinforces 
what the sum of our life experience has already proven. 

• Original sin is WHY we have everything from global wars to locks on 
doors. Its why people get sick and die. It’s why we are dying at this 
very moment! There is nowhere to flee from the reality and impact 
of Adam’s first act of defiance in the Garden. And there is no way to 
get around our own subsequent crimes of complicity.
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GUILTY AND WITHOUT EXCUSE

• Man’s failure to honor and obey his Creator has never been due to 
IGNORANCE on the part of humanity—or the lack of EVIDENCE on God’s 
part. “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so [men] are without excuse” 
(Rom. 1:20).

• When we proclaim the God of Scripture to sinners, we aren’t ministering to 
their lack of theological education. We are presenting truth that clearly 
resonates with what they already instinctively know. God’s Word tells us 
that sinners are not uninformed about the truth of God, but rather, they 
suppress that truth “in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). Put simply, man’s 
primary problem has always been the love of sin, not the lack of education. 
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• Notice (Rom. 1:21) “For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in 
their speculations” God holds sinful men accountable for their 
failure to worship Him rightly. And He will call us to account on 
the Day of Judgment for our failure to do so (Heb. 9:27).

• That judgment will extend to all of our ACTIONS (Rev. 20:11–
12), WORDS (Matt. 12:36–37), and even THOUGHTS (Matt. 
5:27–28; 1 Cor. 4:5). There will be nowhere to HIDE, and nothing 
left to CONCEAL on the DAY OF JUDGMENT.
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WARNING VS. WOOING

• FAITHFUL EVANGELISTS never comfort unrepentant sinners. Instead, we are 

to warn them. We must expose the sheer awfulness and offensiveness of sin 

by confronting them with an objective standard of righteousness. Since sin is 

biblically defined as “lawlessness” (1 Jn. 3:4), JOHN MACARTHUR advocates 

for the use of God’s law in the exposure of sin.

• JESUS and the APOSTLES did not hesitate to use the law in their evangelism. 

They knew that law REVEALS our sin (Rom. 3:20) and is a TUTOR to lead us 

to Christ (Gal. 3:24). It is the means God uses to make sinners SEE their own 

helplessness. Clearly, Paul saw a key place for the law in evangelistic 

contexts. Yet many today believe the law, with its inflexible demand for 

holiness and obedience, is contrary to and incompatible with the gospel.
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• Why should we make such distinctions when Scripture does not? 

• IF Scripture cautioned against preaching repentance, obedience, 
righteousness, or judgment to unbelievers, that would be one thing. 
But Scripture contains NO SUCH WARNINGS. The opposite is true. . . . 

• If we want to follow the BIBLICAL MODEL, we cannot ignore sin, 
righteousness, and judgment because they are the very matters 
about which the Holy Spirit convicts the unsaved (Jn 16:8). Can we 
omit them from the message and still call it the gospel? NOPE!

72



73

• Some argue that it’s better to preach about GOD’S LOVE rather than 
MAN’S SIN. That may sound like a far more pleasant and palatable idea, 
but Scripture reveals that the love of God finds its very definition in 
human sinfulness: “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). A FAILURE TO 
PREACH ABOUT SIN LEAVES THE LOVE OF GOD MEANINGLESS AND THE 
CROSS OF CHRIST PURPOSELESS.

• If we are to faithfully proclaim the gospel, we need to let the glorious light 
of Christ’s saving work shine against the dark backdrop of man’s guilt. The 
cross will never be understood as the solution unless the problem is first 
explained. And the ultimate problem is most graphically displayed in the 
stark contrast between God’s holiness and man’s sinfulness. The more we 
polarize these two truths, the more profound the portrayal of Christ’s 
redemptive work.
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THE SACRIFICE THAT SATISFIED!

• HOW DID YOU COME TO SALVATION? A question that is often posed to 
professing believers and the answers are as diverse as the one doing the 
answering. However, the responses all usually have one thing in common: 
They hinge on something the SINNER DID—I raised my hand. I walked an 
aisle. I prayed a prayer. I signed a card. I, I, I. 

• It’s very disturbing how little is said of what CHRIST HAS DONE in these 
conversations. Scripture repeatedly reminds us that all the doing of the 
gospel involves the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ: “While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
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THE KEY WORD IN SCRIPTURE ENCAPSULATING CHRIST’S 

REDEMPTIVE WORK IS THE WORD PROPITIATION.

• (Rom. 3:25) “whom God displayed publicly as a PROPITIATION in His blood 
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the 
forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;”

• (Heb. 2:17) “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so 
that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make PROPITIATION for the sins of the people.”

• (1 John 2:2) “and He Himself is the PROPITIATION for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for those of the whole world.” ; 

• (1 Jn 4:10) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the PROPITIATION for our sins.
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• PAUL WASHER describes it as “the most important word in the Bible” and 
yet he also laments that “most people don’t know it.” Why is that? Part of 
the reason is probably because propitiation sounds like the kind of word 
that only scholars and theologians might use. But just because we struggle 
to say it—or spell it—doesn’t mean we can’t understand it. And we need to 
understand propitiation if we are to grasp the only means by which 
sinners can come to salvation. 

• JESUS is our ADVOCATE with the JUDGE, with the Father. When the accuser 

of the brethren, Satan, comes into the courtroom and accuses us of sin, 

CHRIST STEPS INTO OUR DEFENSE AND REMINDS THE FATHER THAT WE 

CAN NEVER BE HELD GUILTY BECAUSE WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN 

FORGIVEN.
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• So, now this poses another question. How can He (JESUS) be an effective 
defender of those WHO ARE STILL SINNING? We confess our sins, chapter 1, 
verse 9. If we say we don’t sin, verse 10, we make Him a liar. So, Jesus, even 
though we continue to sin, defends us before God. How can He be such an 
effective defender of those who confess to being guilty of breaking God’s 
law?

• If a criminal comes into the court and says to the judge, “I am guilty, I am 
guilty, I am guilty,” what case does a defense attorney have?” Well, he 
virtually has no case because the man has confessed his guilt. And yet in this 
courtroom, the only cases our defender accepts are those in which the 
sinner confesses his guilt. How, then, can Jesus be a divine defense attorney 
for those who are confessed sinners?

• The answer comes in 1 John chapter 2, verse 2. It is because “He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins.” That’s the answer. He could never be our 
defender if He weren’t our PROPITIATOR. 
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• PROPITIATION is the Greek word, hilasmos. It simply means an 
APPEASEMENT. We understand what it is for somebody who is angry to be 
appeased. We understand the word to “placate,” or “to satisfy.” Somebody 
has established a standard and requires that you satisfy that standard. Or 
somebody has established a law and a punishment and determines that that 
punishment must be satisfied. You have to satisfy what that law requires.

• So, God determined what sacrifice would propitiate Him. God determined 
what sacrifice would satisfy, placate and appease Him. 

• And God determined that it would be the sacrifice of One who is perfect, 
and therefore He was limited to one Person in the entire universe—one who 
would become a man and die for man and vindicate God’s justice: HIS SON.

• And so, “it pleased God to bruise Him” (Isaiah 53:10) because God is not 
only angry and vengeful over sin, but He is also merciful, gracious, and 
forgiving.  
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• Here is the PRINCIPLE OF SUBSTITUTION. 

• God demanded to be satisfied and God determined that the death of His 
Son would be that satisfaction. The death of Christ was the satisfaction of 
divine justice. Christ’s propitiation is the reason that God can pardon 
sinners without violating His perfect justice. 

• Notice (John 3:36), there’s no mistaking this. “He who believes in the Son 
has eternal life; he who doesn’t obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.” The wrath of God abides on the one who 
rejects Christ. Why? Because if you reject Christ, then the only way that God 
can be propitiated for your sin is to PUNISH YOU ETERNALLY.

• We need to grasp that precious biblical truth if we are to properly esteem 
Christ, effectively proclaim the gospel, and understand our own conversion. 
All Christians need to understand the real meaning of the cross and its 
implications for us—and our mission field. 



• THE NATURE OF PROPITIATION: A SACRIFICE THAT SATISFIES GOD. 

• THE NECESSITY OF PROPITIATION: OUR SIN!

• THE AGENT OF PROPITIATION: Verse 2, “HE HIMSELF IS THE 
PROPITIATION,” JESUS!

• THE MOTIVE OF PROPITIATION: IT WAS THE LOVE OF GOD THAT 
SENT CHRIST TO BE THE PROPITIATION.

• THE EXTENT OF PROPITIATION: THIS IS AT THE HEART OF THIS VERSE. 
“HE IS THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS AND NOT FOR OURS ONLY 
BUT ALSO FOR THOSE OF THE WHOLE WORLD.”
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• Does the whole world mean EVERYONE? Has Jesus actually satisfied God’s 
justice for everybody who’s ever lived? If so, then where is hell in that? 
Where is condemnation? Why all the warnings and why preach the gospel?

• IT’S NOT UNIVERSALISM. It is not telling us that the atonement was literally 
made for EVERYONE. What is it saying? In (Gal. 2:9), the apostle PAUL 
describes his first meeting with the other apostles. He writes, “When James, 
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 
given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship 
that we should go to the heathen and they to the circumcision.”

• Did you get that? In (Gal. 2:9), James, Peter, and John make it clear that their 
ministry is to the CIRCUMCISION, to the Jews. John was an apostle to the 
Jews. 



• The recipients of his epistles would be predominantly, if not 
completely, JEWISH. He is saying to this Jewish audience, who 
completely understand propitiation because they understand the 
SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM, they understand the function of the MERCY 
SEAT, they understand YOM KIPPUR, the DAY OF ATONEMENT.

• John is telling them that the sacrifice that Jesus offered WAS NOT 
JUST FOR THE NATION ISRAEL, it’s now for the world because the 
Lord is calling out a people for His name from every tribe, tongue, 
people and nation.
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• JESUS on the cross offered an atonement for those in Israel who would 
REPENT and BELIEVE and those throughout the world who would REPENT
and BELIEVE. IT IS NOT A UNIVERSAL APPEASEMENT OF GOD. 

• Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of Judas because when Judas died, he went to 
his own place to pay for his own sins. Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of Herod. 
Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of Pilate. Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of Adolf 
Hitler. Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of the MOB that screamed for His blood.

• Jesus didn’t pay for the sins of all that mass of humanity that show up at the 
great white throne and are cast into the lake of fire forever and ever where 
they will give their satisfaction to the offended law of God. But He did pay 
for the sins of all who will believe, in Israel and the world. The point is, 
JESUS didn’t just make salvation an option, He actually purchased salvation 
for all who repent and believe because they are called by God. It was an 
actual SUBSTITUTION.



Part 17
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WHAT IS COMPASSION?

• Compassion is that (human) disposition that fuels Acts of kindness and mercy.

• Compassion, a form of love, is aroused within us when we are confronted with 

those who suffer or are vulnerable. Compassion is not a uniquely Christian 

response to suffering, notice (Lk. 10:33), “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, 

came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,” cf (Ex. 2:6) even 

though Christians have unique reasons for nurturing their compassionate 

dispositions.

• Compassion is caring about others. • Compassion is showing concern through kind 

thoughts, words and actions. • Compassion is helping and giving. • Compassion is 

listening and being patient. • Compassion is a response to suffering

• What does compassion look like? [ACTIONS] • What does compassion sound like? 

[WORDS] • What does compassion feel like? [EMOTIONS]
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COMPASSION
CHOICE OR COMMAND?

• Divine compassion has human implications. Because God is compassionate, Notice 
Ex. 34:6) “Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the 
LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth;” He expects His people to be as well. The mercy He has 
extended to sinners like us should motivate us to be similarly compassionate with 
others. In fact, CHRIST COMMANDED US TO BE COMPASSIONATE.

• Showing mercy to the weak and infirm is the duty of every Christian. In Luke’s gospel, 
Jesus gave us a direct instruction that stands as a MANDATE not only for the church but 
for each individual believer. He said:

• Notice (Lk. 14:12-14) “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise they may also 
invite you in return and that will be your repayment. 13, But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind 14, and you will be 
blessed, since they do not have means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”
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• Could this text be anymore clear? I don’t see how.

• Jesus is saying that if you are hosting a celebration or a feast, you shouldn’t 
invite only those who can pay you back by giving you a reciprocal invitation. 
Invite people who have no capacity to pay you back in any way. If you want 
to manifest the love and compassion of God, that is the way to do it. TRUE 
CHRISTLIKE GENEROSITY MEANS SHOWING KINDNESS THAT CAN NEVER BE 
REPAID.

• When you are lavish in giving to someone you know will be bountiful in 
return, that is not the generosity of God; that is the typical, shallow altruism of 
HUMAN SELF-INTEREST. Only when you are generous to those who are 
powerless to reciprocate are you truly showing the generosity of God. And if 
you really want to enter into the joy of God, there is no better way.
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• That is a solemn command from Christ. It is a practical mandate that 
should characterize our relationships with others on a personal level, in the 
context of our families, and especially in our fellowship with other believers. 
Let that be the spirit that permeates our dealings with our neighbors.

• Now put that command together with everything we have seen about the 
STEADFAST LOVE OF GOD; 

• THE REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE OF GOD IN SHOWING COMPASSION; 

• THE PROFUSE GENEROSITY DAVID DISPLAYED TO MEPHIBOSHETH; (2 
Sam. 9)

• AND ABOVE ALL CHRIST AS THE ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF DIVINE 
COMPASSION, who literally took our weakness and infirmities as His own 
in order to identify with us.
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• The New Testament continues to speak about God as the COMPASSIONATE 
ONE. God's compassion is demonstrated in his Son’s (JESUS) ministry for and 
among his people (Matt. 9:36 ; Mk. 6:34). Just a few examples.

• THE MESSIANIC COMPASSION IS EXTENDED TO THE HELPLESS CROWDS 
(Matt. 9:36)

• THE SICKLY MASSES (Matt. 14:14), THE HUNGRY PEOPLE (Mk. 8:2)

• THE BLIND MEN (Matt. 20:34). 

• The “WAITING FATHER” (Lk. 15:20) is filled with compassion when he sees 
his wayward son returning — just as God has compassion on us and accepts 
us when we repent and return to him.
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• If all those things illustrate the kind of compassion we’re supposed to show to 
the weak and disabled in our communities, it seems shockingly, uncomfortably 
obvious that we as believers in Christ—both collectively and individually—need 
to do more than we are currently doing to reach out and minister to people in 
our culture who are disabled, weak, blind, poor, and living in distress. They are 
often overlooked by the rest of society. THEY MUST NOT BE NEGLECTED BY 
THE CHURCH.

• The church was not established as a country club or a fraternity house for fit, 
cool, and stylish people. It is a fellowship of those who recognize their own 
fallenness and utter helplessness, who have laid hold of Christ for salvation, 
and whose main business on earth is showing other needy sinners the way of 
salvation. If we neglect to reach out especially to those who are blind, infirm, 
or otherwise disabled, then we are simply not being faithful heralds of the 
tender mercy of Christ.


