
 

The Federated Messenger 
 

February 2023 
 

MARRIAGE THAT LASTS 

by Pastor Ed Huntley 

  

 “What God has joined together, let man not separate.”  Matthew 19:6 

  

          Last month, in our study of Malachi, we heard God speak some strong words of correction 

to the spiritual leaders of Israel.  Included in those strong words were these about their 

marriages: “Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit they are His…So guard 
yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.” (Malachi 2:15) In 

other words, God wanted their marriages to last!  He made them one, and wanted them to stay 

that way!   
  

          According to Jesus, quoted above, that’s what God still wants for His people today.  He is 

the One who joins a man and a woman together; He makes them one; and He commands them not 

to separate.  God wants His people to have marriages that last. So what can we who are married 

do to make them last?  What can we do in the early years to lay the foundation for a lasting 

marriage?  What can we do in the middle years to keep our marriages intact with all the 

pressures of work and family? And what can we do in the later years to keep our marriages 

strong? 

  

This is what we are going to focus on in February, and I hope that all who are currently 

married or considering marriage in the future will listen very carefully to what the Lord says to 

our church through our pastors and Brother Nelson from Casa Misionera in the Dominican 

Republic.  But as one who has “made it” through the early and middle years of marriage, and is 

celebrating 50 years of marriage to my wonderful wife Connie this year, I would like to suggest 

one thing that has helped us stay together all these years.  
  

Here it is:  we believe what Jesus said in Matthew 19:6!  We believe that on August 11, 

1973, God joined us together!  We said our vows and we gave each other rings, but God is the 

One who made us one, so we must not - we cannot - separate.  That conviction has carried us 

through every challenge to our marriage.  We’ve had many challenges; we’re facing another one 

in these later years, caring for Connie’s parents.  But we believe that God, who made us one, will 

keep us one as we call on Him each day for the strength and the love and the grace that we 

need so our marriage will last.  

  

For a marriage that lasts for a lifetime, put your faith in the One who created it!  Call 

upon the Lord every day to help you stay together!    



Meanwhile, back at the Ranch
       by Malcolm Beall
 
   I have certain routines I have each morning
there are no campers here, which means it is 
weekdays most of the time.  Jump into my assigned 
gator, (this does depend on the amount of snow 
that we have), drive to the south and go by both 
bunkhouses and thank the Lord for each.
archery and before heading to the north I always 
gaze at the barns.  I thank God for what we have 
and having the privilege of having a part of building 
each of them. Many people come to the WLD 
Ranch for the reason of riding horses.  
   The scene has changed a bit in the last 4 weeks.
Many of you are aware that we were going to 
expand the small barn (built in 2000) to allow us to 
have more space for hay storage and more use for 
horse hotel. As I look at one of my favorite scenes 

of the Ranch it has changed. 
You need to look closely, 
because you may not realize 
that an addition has been made. 
This addition which has over 
doubled the size, looks like it 
has always been there, it blends 
very well with the original one. I 
usually smile as I take that small 
turn north, not with pride, but in 

humility before the Lord with a grateful heart.
Lord knew very well in 2000 as we were building 
the original one, that in 2023 it would look just like it 
is today.  
   Still have some inside work to do which we are 
doing in house. The Amish crew from Springboro 
that helped erect the Buckskin Bunkhouse came 
back and got this up in about 14 days, along with 
some much needed roofs on two other buildings. 
Our Wednesday crew has helped a bunch, who 
said old guys can’t work?  We even had a nurse 
come and work most of those 14 days instead of 
going to the hospital to work where she gets paid a 
wage. Her wage here was her pleasure and for 
eternal benefits for many. The Amish crew love 
having her around for the help and she tells each of 
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them where not to put trash. I also think she wants 
to not only help her dad, but also keep an eye on 
him as it is a bit harder for him to do the things he 
use to do. We also have our in house crew which is 
the staff and some of our Board members that are 
able to come out and help.  
near complete; all water systems are hooked 
Today I have the privilege to build one of the last 
two walls that need put in place. Wow, I look so 
forward to going down and continue to work toward 
completion. I want to thank each of you who have 
been involved in this process. It is for the Glory of 
God. Our Lord sees the future and He saw this in 
2000, I hope the view 2023 brings a smile to Him 
as it does for me. 
  
Malcolm – the older one 
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February 10 & 11 
Friday evening, 6-8:30 p.m. (dinner 
included) and Saturday from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. (lunch included) 
 

Cost: $30 per couple and a free-will 
offering will be taken for childcare 

that will go towards the WinterBlast 
 
   Marriage is one of the primary blessings of 
God’s design for our lives, but it’s also one of 
the biggest challenges. Join us as we host    
Dr. Jared Detter who is a psychologist and 
leadership consultant that has significant 
experience working with couples to get the 
most out of their marriage. Using humor, 
psychology, practical application, and God’s 
Word, you’ll gain insight into yourself, your 
spouse, and your purpose in marriage. This 
seminar will take place here at the church. 
There will be a children’s program going on 
both Friday night and Saturday for ages 4 
and up. Please sign up at the Welcome 
Center desk or in the Church Office during 
the week. 
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For students in grades 6-12, cost is $55.00. 

The speaker is Joe Ward who recently 
graduated from the Pennsylvania Bible 

Institute. Brochures are in the Welcome Center 

 

Honduras Mission Trip 
February 24 through March 4 

 
 
 
 
 
The following team is traveling to Nueva 
Esperanza to work on different projects with 
Carlos and Barbara Barahona and to minister 
to the children and families there: 
 

Doris and James Kasper, Jeremiah Keep, 
Terry Hulley, Ron Hulley, Debbie Galt, Jim 

Rickard, Suzanne Barton, Cindy and Sam Ring 
and Karli Ring 

Thank you for your prayers for this group 
 

You can help support them and also enjoy 
delicious baked goods from the Bake Sale 
being held Sunday, February 5 
in the Family Center between 
services. 

 
 

Congratulations to the 
following who were welcomed 
into church membership in 

January 
 

♥ Robert and Janice Anderson 
♥ Morgan Bitikofer 
♥ Christina Corbett 
♥ Chrissy Gamble 
♥ Caleb and Isabella Irwin 
♥ David and Julie Hines 
♥ Karen Merritt 
♥ Rachel Myers 
♥ Tammy Owens 
♥  Carol and Dwayne Sharp 
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  Celebration Class – All 
are invited to this class for people 
celebrating their “mature” years in 
the church dining room for prayer 
and Bible study on Malachi. 

 Men’s Class – Studying Acts, led by 
Pastor Rick, Bob Pettis and others, 
meet in the Family Center Rooms 10/11  

 Ladies Class – Studying “Defined” by 
the Kendrick Brothers, led by Suzanne 
Barton, Room 10 in the church 
basement. 

 Faith Chapel Ladies Class – a study of 
Isaiah called “Face to Face with a Holy 
God” led by Nancy Wuenschel.  

 Sanctuary Class – a verse by verse 
study of the book of Proverbs, led by 
Jerry Hills in the sanctuary. 

 Kingdom Bound Class – studying 
Jeremiah, led by Andy Ward in the 
church basement, Room 29.  

 College & Young Adult Class – Family 
Center Room 12, exploring what the 
Bible says about topics relative to life, 
led by Mike and Cheryl Anderson. 

 Good News Class – Family Center, 
Rooms 6 & 7, studying Luke with Seth 
Huntley and Sam Ring leading. 

 Couples Class – for married and 
engaged couples, studying Faith, 
Sexuality and Gender, led by Pastor 
Malcolm and Angi Beall, Room 31 in the 
church basement. 

 Newcomers Class – studying the book, 
“Hope, Living Fearlessly in a Scary 
World” by David Jeremiah; led by Paul 
Burgess in Room 28 of the church 
basement. 

 

The Federated Squared Circle: 

Wrestling with God’s Word 
 

Go to www.federatedsquaredcircle.com    

to like and subscribe to the podcast or 

listen to an episode right on the website. 

 
 

 

Kidz Church is for children 

4 years old thru 5th grade in 

the Family Center. The 

children should be signed in at the Family 

Center desk by a parent/caregiver before 

services and promptly picked up afterward. 

Infant and Toddler care:  During the 8:15 a.m. 

service, unsupervised Infant/Toddler rooms are 

available for families to use. Also, there is a 

nursing mother’s room available during both 

services at the back of the sanctuary. Infant 

and Toddler care is available during the         

11 a.m. service in the Family Center. MORE 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to care for the 

children. If you can help, please contact Ron at 

ron@fedchurch.net or 941-626-5600.    

Here’s a great dessert to make 
for your Valentine! 

 

Cherry Delight 
 

40 Graham Crackers, ground to crumbs 
½ cup softened margarine or butter 
½ cup sugar 
2 – 8 ounce packages cream cheese 
1-1/2 cups powdered sugar 
8 ounce Cool Whip 
1 can cherry pie filling 
 
Mix together the cracker crumbs, butter and 
sugar and press into a 9 x 13 pan. Bake for 10 
minutes at 350 degrees then let cool. 
Beat together the cream cheese and powdered 
sugar; mix in the Cool Whip and spread this on 
the cooled crust. Top with the cherry pie filling. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs. Friday Saturday 

   1 10 AM Golden Circle 

7 PM Prayer Meeting 
AND JOURNEY 

2 6:30 PM 

  CR 

3 4 

5 8:15 & 11 AM Worship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 
Bake Sale for Honduras Trip 
5:30 PM GAME ON! and Praise 
Choir 

6 7 8 10 AM Golden Circle 

7 PM Prayer Meeting 
AND JOURNEY 

9 3 PM 

    SALT  
6:30 PM 
CR 

10  

6-8:30 PM  

Marriage 

Seminar 

11 

9 AM-3 PM 

Marriage 

Seminar 

12 8:15 & 11 AM Worship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 
11 AM Souper Bowl Family Feed to 
benefit the Albion Youth Center 

1:30 PM GAME ON!  
Small Groups 

13 14  

6:30 PM Elders 

& Deacons 

15 10 AM Golden Circle 

7 PM Prayer Meeting 
AND JOURNEY 

16 3 PM 

      SALT  
6:30 PM 
CR 

17 18 

19 8:15 & 11 AM Worship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 
5:30 PM GAME ON! and Praise  
Choir 

20 21 22 10 AM Golden Circle 

7 PM Prayer Meeting 
AND JOURNEY 

23 3 PM 

      SALT  
6:30 PM 
CR 

24 25 

26 8:15 & 11 AM Worship 

9:45 AM Sunday School 
5:30 PM GAME ON!  
Small Groups 

27  

11 AM Mobile 

Food Pantry 

28     

Winterblast @ WLD Ranch 
Students, 6th through 12th Grade 

Mission Trip to Honduras 

through March 4 



February 2023 Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry Preschool Volunteer Schedule 

Date Time Location Volunteer 1 Volunteer 2 

February 5th 8am Check In Desk   

 8am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

 9:45am Check-In Desk Katherine Ring  

 9:45am Nursery   

 9:45am Toddler Rm Anita Glover  

 9:45am Preschool SS Kelly Plucknett  

 11am Check In Desk   

 11am Kids Church Ron Webster  

 11am Infant/Toddler Room Amanda Kulyk Addison Fails 

February 12th 8am Check In Desk   

 8am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

 9:45am Nursery   

 9:45am  Check In Desk   

 9:45am Preschool SS Kelly Plucknett  

 9:45am Toddler Room Anita Glover  

 11am Check-In Desk   

 11am Infant/Toddler Jenny Huntley Denise Webster 

 11am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

February 19th 8am Check In Desk   

 8am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

 9:45am Check-In Desk   

 9:45am Nursery   

 9:45am Toddler SS Anita Glover  

 9:45am Preschool SS Kelly Plucknett  

 11am Check-In Desk   

 11am Infant/Toddler Josiah Merritt Amy Pettis 

 11am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

February 26th 8am Check In Desk   

 8am Kid’s Church Ron Webster  

 9:45am Check-In Desk   

 9:45am Nursery   

 9:45am Toddler SS Anita Glover  

 9:45am Preschool SS Kelly Plucknett  

 11am Check-In Desk   

 11am Infant/Toddler Melissa Greig Kim Wurst 

 11am Kids Church Ron Webster  

 

** Spaces that are highlighted in yellow are opportunities that we are still seeking volunteers to fill. Please contact 

our Children’s Ministry Director, Ron Webster, if you are interested in serving within our Children’s Ministry. 


