Putting on Christ (Part 3)
Colossians 3:12-17

Pastor Wes — March 15, 2026
Theme: If we want to live for our glorious Savior—-we must increasingly put on Christ.
But how do we put on Christ? We must take four decisive actions. The first three of those actions are:

I.  Embrace our New Identity (vv.9-12a)
Il.  Clothe Ourselves with Christ’s Character (12b)
lll.  Display Christ’s Conduct (vv. 13-14)
A.  Bear with One Another (v. 13a)
B. Forgive One Another (v. 13b)
C. Love One Another (v. 14)

1) There are frequently difficult people around us in the various situations of life. Describe some of
the characteristics that makes it hard to work with such people.

2) Paul uses a four-word phrase to provide guidance on dealing with difficult people. What does
“bearing with one another” look like?
(Strong’s definition of the Greek word anecho - to hold oneself up, to put up with, to endure)

3) Would “bearing with” a Christian look different than “bearing with” a non-Christian? (See Eph 4:2)
If so, what would be different?

4) The Greek meaning in the New Testament for the word “forgive” means “to show oneself
gracious; to pardon; to freely give”. In view of this, how should the instruction in verse 13 affect
your attitude and action toward another believer who has wronged you?

5) Some might suggest that the victim of sin should just “forgive and forget”. They might even offer
Isaiah 43:25 as support for that approach. What do you think “not remembering” means in that
verse?



6)

7)

8)

9)

We are to forgive “just as the Lord forgave us”. How did the king’s slave in Matthew 18:23-33
ignore the expectation of the king? (See verse 33) How does that relate to our King’s expectation
of us?

Is there someone in your past whom you have not forgiven for sinning against you? Would you go
before the Lord and, with His help, resolve that with forgiveness from the heart today?

Verse 14 tells us that as the members of the Body of Christ love one another, the perfect bond of
unity is created. Why do you think it has that particular effect?

Pastor Wes gave us a “starter list” for putting on love for the believers at Parker Bible Church.
Which one (or ones) do you need to get started on or continue practicing now?

By laying down our lives for each other in sacrificial service  John 13:34
By keeping Christ’s commands 1John 5:2

By speaking the truth in love to one another  Eph 4:15

By practicing hospitality =~ 3 John 5-6

By caring for physical needs 1John 3:17

By setting aside our Christian liberty to serve another believer  Gal 5:13
By building up the church through our spiritual gifts 1 Cor 13-14

By correcting sinning brethren 2 Cor 2:4

By praying for one another  Col 4:12

By bearing with and forgiving each other  Col 3:13



