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Your Prayers Actually Matter
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Genesis 18:16-33, 19:27-29

NOTES:

QUESTION 1

The sermon describes God waiting beside Abraham, ready to hear his
concerns before acting -- in what ways have you experienced or failed
to recognize God waiting for you to bring something to him in prayer?

QUESTION 2

Abraham interceded on behalf of the righteous in Sodom even
though the city was filled with wickedness -- what does his willingness
to approach God boldly on behalf of others reveal about the nature of
intercessory prayer and our responsibility to one another?

QUESTION 3

The preacher suggests that God reveals his plans more than we
realize, often through subtle promptings and impressions -- how do
you distinguish between your own thoughts and the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and what practices help you grow in that discernment?

QUESTION 4

God responded to Abraham six times, adjusting the terms of the
conversation with each exchange -- what does this back-and-forth
reveal about the kind of relationship God desires to have with his
people, and how does it challenge a passive or mechanical view of
prayer?

QUESTION 5

The sermon points out that God answered the prayer Abraham should
have prayed rather than the specific prayer he prayed, saving Lot even
though the numbers Abraham proposed were never met -- how does
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this reshape the way you think about unanswered prayers in your own
life?

QUESTION 6

The preacher warns that unconfessed sin, unforgiveness, or areas of
disobedience can interfere with our prayers, citing Psalm 66:18 -- how
honestly do you examine your own heart before and during prayer,
and what would it look like to take that more seriously?

QUESTION 7

The sermon emphasizes that God is always just and righteous in his
answers, even when those answers are not what we expected or
hoped for -- how do you hold onto trust in God's justice during
seasons when his silence or apparent inaction is deeply painful?

QUESTION 8

The preacher notes that God will not override human will to bring
someone back to himself, even in response to our prayers -- how do
you continue to pray faithfully for a loved one who is far from God
while also respecting the freedom God has given them?

QUESTION 9

The concept of being chosen for a role, as Abraham was, is extended
in the sermon to every believer placed in the body of Christ -- how
does understanding that God has specifically chosen and placed you
shape the way you view your prayers, your obedience, and your daily
responsibilities?

QUESTION 10

The sermon closes by inviting listeners to recommit to praying for
something they had given up on -- what does perseverance in prayer,
even without visible results, say about the nature of faith, and what
makes it so difficult to sustain over time?
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