
 

B-L-E-S-S 

 
These next weeks in worship we will be engaged in a series addressing perhaps the single biggest challenge for 

most of us Christians.  Just think—we try to live good lives and do the right thing.  We try to be friendly with people 
and treat others right.  And we’re happy to help folks the best way we can.  But what’s the one thing that is most    
challenging for most of us?  It’s the call to share our faith with people, to invite folks into the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  That’s a tough nut to crack! 
 Rick Nelson’s Adult Sunday School class in January and early February had some great perspectives on making 
“the most of every opportunity” (Ephesians 5:16), and being “prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reasons we have for the hope you have” (1 Peter 3:15).  The class considered any number of answers to common 
objections folks have to matters of Christian faith and belief.  It was insightful and helpful.  (And the current topic—
the book of James as a user manual for Christian living—is a great one too.  Come on down Sunday before worship!) 
 But how can we get to those opportunities in a more natural way?  How can we help folks actually wonder 
about “the hope we have?”  And how can we feel more comfortable addressing their questions when they ask? 
 Our denominational family suggests that there are five steps we can follow in order to ready the way and be 
able to share our experience of faith in Jesus with people in our lives who don’t know him personally.  Those steps are 
detailed in the acronym BLESS.  You might call it introvert-approved friendship evangelism.  We will devote a Sunday 
morning in worship to each letter in the B-L-E-S-S acronym over the next few weeks. 

B stands for “Begin with Prayer.”  That was our topic on February 26th, and if you missed out on it, the BLESS 
bulletin inserts from that day will remain available at church in coming weeks.  Be sure to look it over. 

L stands for “Listen with Care” and will be covered on March 12th. 
E is everyone’s favorite, “Eat Together” coming on March 19th (maybe we should all plan on invading a            

restaurant together that day!). 
S (the first one) is “Serve with Love” and will be the topic covered on Marcy 26th.  And finally… 
S (the second one) stands for “Share Your Story.”  We’ll get there on Palm Sunday, April 2nd. 
There’s no magic in this BLESS business, and no short-cuts either.  It is simply a manageable process to invite 

God to be at work in us and in the lives of those who need him, all in order to ready the way for the good news of Jesus 
to take root and grow in hearts where it hasn’t been before. 

Who do you know who still needs to know Jesus?  Has God placed on your heart any particular Friends,    
Relatives, Acquaintances, Neighbors, Co-workers, or people you’re coming to know through your Kids?  Just think     
F-R-A-N-C-K (yup, it’s another acronym) and you can run through all your circles of relationships to think of folks 
may be positioning you to influence for him.  Then narrow it down to three, or four, or five people you will focus on.  
Then, “Begin in Prayer” for them each day.  Write down their first names and put that list where you’ll be reminded 
everyday (there are even handy-dandy bookmark tabs in that first BLESS brochure for that purpose).  Share your list 
with me (a second bookmark is provided too) and I’ll join you in praying for them—and for your place in their lives—
every day too. 

How can God use each of us to BLESS this world he loves?  Let’s follow along and see what he does in the days 
to come. 

—Interim Pastor Tom Ek 
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Mission Statement 
 

We, the Evangelical Covenant Church of Paxton, Illinois, will seek to bring the people of our community and 
throughout the world to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ because God calls us to do so. In all we do we 
will serve Christ through individual talents working together to nurture each other in the faith and in Christian 
love. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Transition Update   
by Rick Nelson      March, 2023 
 

 Pastor Tom Ek and his wife Cheryl have settled nicely into the role of 

Interim Pastor for our congregation during this transition of pastoral        

leadership.  This is his first time of service with a congregation as an interim 

pastor and I have heard many favorable comments.  Their time with us is 

truly a blessing.  

 The Search Committee has continued to meet regarding the search 

process.  Our church profile has been posted online by the Central           

Conference for potential pastoral candidates to review.  To date we have two 

applications to consider.  If you have the name of a pastoral candidate you 

believe the committee should consider, please submit the name of that       

individual and their contact information to Tonya in the church office.   

 I would remind you again that the goal of the pastoral search is not to 

select the "best" candidate that is available during a specific window of time, 

but to instead wait on God to align our congregation with the individual that 

He is calling to serve this church family going forward.  That individual may 

surface relatively soon in the process or not until a significant amount of time 

has passed.  We do not know.  We DO know that we are to seek God's Will 

and His guidance and direction, and not be focused on our impatience. 

 I would also remind you that we have now entered the phase of    

confidentiality.  The  Search Committee members are required and have 

agreed to maintain strict confidentiality regarding the identity and other    

attributes (such as background or current location/position of service) of any 

candidate whose name is placed before us. Please do not ask, for we will 

only tell you that we cannot discuss that information with anyone. 

 As always, please keep the Search Committee and the potential     

candidates in prayer (whoever they may be).  Pray that God will guide us and 

direct us to the one He has in mind to next serve our church as its pastor.   

3  Tommy Moore 

5  Layla Moore 

6  Joe Swan 

8  Dean Dillon 

       Nautica McNeely 

11  Tim Abrahamson 

13  Duane Johnson 

 Shannon May 

16  Terri Maulding 

       Dolores Dukek 

19  Margo Jones 

20  Carol McCabe 

21  Jake Gerdes 

22  Melissa Evans 

24  Drew Riggleman 

       Riley Abrahamson 

26  Kent Maulding 

      Katlyn Stone 

28  Shirley Anderson 

6  Bob & Barb Edwards 

21  Dave & Laurie Eckerty 

30  Roger & Diane Gustafson 

31  Doug & Tami Vest 

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 12. Be 
sure to move your clocks AHEAD one hour the night 
before so you aren’t late for 

Sunday School or church. 



 

 Lenten Family nights will continue Wednesday, March 1 at 6pm.  

There will be a meal from 6-6:30 followed by a study. There will be 
activities for children PreK-6th who are attending with their parent or 
guardian. Children 7th grade and older are encouraged to attend the 
study. 

If you would like to attend please register on the Paxton Covenant 
Church app or at our website at paxcov.org so we have a headcount 
for the meal and children’s activities. 

Lenten Nights will be held every Wednesday night through March 
29. All are welcome to attend. 

                               

 

Scripture Readers 

 

5 Melanie Harms 

 

12 Hillary Sawyer 

 

19 Clarissa Mennenga 

 

26 Diane Gustafson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

 

5 Roger Gustafson, Kurt Edwards,  

  

12 Glen Foss, Melanie Harms, Myndie Glazik 

 

19 Jeff Shaffer, Ahlden Harms, Jesse Balk 

 

26 Mike Nelson, Diane Gustafson,  

 Matt & Amy Jones 

 

 

 

March Ministry Volunteers 

 

PAMA Good Friday Service  

Federated Church 

April 7 at 7pm 

Easter Services 
Sonrise  

TBD 

Regular Service 
April 9 at 10:45am 

Holy Week Services 

 

Fairfield    

Aperion:   

Pat Nelson 



 

Evangelical Covenant Church 
260 S. Union Street 
Paxton, IL 60957 
Phone: (217) 379-3554 
www.paxcov.org 

“Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, you servants of the Lord,” Psalm 135:1 


