
 
Dear St. Andrew’s, 
 
Sunday, March 26, we will have our Called Church Conference to vote on the future direction of our church, 
our choice to DISAFFILIATE from The United Methodist Church, and become an independent congregation. 
 
Our Church Conference will begin following the 11:00 service, approximately 12:15. At that time, I will 
introduce and welcome the District Superintendent, Rev. Greg Hackett, who will lead our meeting. 
 
The Board and I have our ideas on how this should be handled; however, we will use the process 
prescribed by the Rio Texas Conference. The Conference requires a specific language to be used in the 
motion to disaffiliate. It will be written on the ballot and read by the District Superintendent, reading 
something like: “A motion for St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church to disaffiliate from The United Methodist 
Church for reasons of conscience related to human sexuality.” I am unsurprised that the Conference is 
making the motion to disaffiliate pre-written and that the only focus is human sexuality. There are a few 
reasons behind this, but mainly because of the required language in paragraph 2553 of the Book of 
Discipline. 
 
As we have been very clear from the beginning of this process, the main reason St. Andrew’s is seeking 
disaffiliation is not due to human sexuality. We believe all people are of sacred worth, lovingly created by 
the Father, on purpose for a purpose. ALL people are welcome here. ALL fall short of the glory of God and 
need Jesus. The relationship we care about the most is the one a person has with the Father. The most 
important identity for ALL is that based on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Our reasoning is due to 
the vast differences in belief in the validity of the Bible in its entirety, the divinity of Jesus, and the nature, 
reality, consequences, and forgiveness of sin. To be able to disaffiliate, we must at least acknowledge what 
is written in the Book of Discipline and follow their language. 
 
There will be a second motion on the ballot related to where we will go after disaffiliation. It will read: “A 
motion for St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church to become an independent, nondenominational entity: St. 
Andrew’s Church & School.” 
 
On the ballot, there will be three choices. There will be “Yes,” “No,” and “Abstain.” Anyone who votes 
“Abstain” is stating they are present but will not be counted in determining the percentage needed for 
approval. 
 
Once collected, the District Superintendent and selected Board Members will count the ballots in the office. 
The first ballot requires a 67% majority to pass; the second requires a simple majority. Counters and the DS 
will return to the sanctuary to announce the results. 
 
All professing members are eligible to vote if they are present, as no proxy or absentee votes will be 
allowed. You are a member if you joined by either Profession of Faith or Transfer. We will have a 
membership list in the Narthex, where we will check members in to receive their ballots. 
 
If you are still determining if you are a professing member, please call the office. If you are not a Professing 
Member, you are still invited to come but cannot vote. While the vote is taking place, you will be asked to 
wait in the Narthex. Once the voting is over, everyone can come into the Sanctuary to hear the results. 
 
I realize this is an exciting time for some and sorrowful for others, but with faith in our Father, we will come 
through this a stronger church and more poised to join Him in the work He has called us. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Michael 


