
 

Why is the Board recommending we leave the UMC?  
We have come to a point in time where the divisions among us are causing more harm than the 
benefits of being together. Most all agree we are wasting valuable time and resources that 
could better be used to serve God’s Kingdom in ministry rather than fighting amongst 
ourselves, which continues to be a poor witness of God’s goodness to the rest of the world. 
Further, the UMC you might remember will not be the UMC of the future, a truth for people of 
all points of view. Currently, there are churches all over the world making the decision to leave 
the UMC for their own congregational reasons. This is going to leave a “big tent” denomination 
with many support structures missing, causing a major realignment and overhaul of how the 
denomination functions. How that will turn out is anyone’s guess. 


What are the major differences between the sides?   
What made the UMC strong was we were able to gather together people from all walks of life, 
backgrounds, educational levels, even political beliefs under specific foundational truths. We 
disagreed in many areas, but came together to “make disciples of all nations.” Those 
foundational truths are no longer accepted by all and thus there have formed two sides: 
“Progressives” and “Traditionalists.” While some folks might agree with aspects of both sides, 
it has become clear the differences about the foundational elements are irreconcilable.    


What are these foundational truths? 
The differences revolve around the validity of the Holy Bible in its entirety, the divinity of Jesus, 
and the nature, reality, consequences, and forgiveness of sin.


What about the Holy Bible?  
Traditionalists believe the Holy Bible is the inspired Word of God and contains absolute truth. 
The canon is closed and not open for further revelation. All experiences are subject to 
scripture, not the other way around. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his 
people to do every good work.” 


Progressives believe scripture contains the Word of God, but is fluid. There is some truth in the 
Bible, but it also contains writings only specific to a particular point of history and is therefore a 
fallible record of human experience. The canon is open to accept “new revelations.” Your truth 
is not my truth. People are able to define their own truth and experience trumps scripture. 


What about Jesus?  
Traditionalists believe Jesus is God Incarnate, fully divine and fully human. He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered, died, conquered death, and went to be with the Father. He offers us 
“THE” Way, “THE” Truth, and “THE” Life; John 14:6


Progressives may or may not believe in any or all of the Apostles’ Creed’s tenets. Most believe 
Jesus was real, but not necessarily nor was He necessarily the Son of God. Jesus, at best, 
offers “A” Way. 




What about sin? 
Traditionalists believe in original sin, that it is personal, separates us from God, and requires 
atonement. Forgiveness comes from faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Romans 
10:9: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.”     


Progressives believe sin is defined historically and relevant to one’s time. There is no original 
sin, man is inherently good. Sin can be corrected through works of social justice and mercy. 
Jesus’ death on the cross is not necessary. 


Isn’t this about human sexuality? 
No. This is not about singling out specific groups of people. We believe all people are of sacred 
worth,  lovingly created by the Father, on purpose for a purpose. ALL people are welcome here. 
ALL fall short of the glory of God and need Jesus. The relationship we care about the most is 
the one a person has with the Father. The most important identity for ALL is that based on the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  


What will change if we leave the UMC? 
From the day-to-day standpoint, nothing. Since our launch in 1952, we have been a church 
dedicated to being who God is calling us to be in our community and we will continue to be so. 
Nothing about the teachings or direction we are heading will change, however, by no longer 
paying apportionments we will be more free to utilize the resources we have to boldly move 
that direction. The added benefit of having ownership over our buildings makes it easier for us 
to step into our master plan for growth in our school and children’s ministries. 


What will this process look like? 
Over the next many months we will be releasing videos from Board members diving a little 
deeper into the above topics. During our 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting in January we will 
come together as a church praying through a prayer guide written specifically for this purpose. 
We will hold two informational meetings, in January and February respectively, to answer any 
presubmitted questions. In March we will hold a final meeting to vote as a congregation on our 
intentions to leave or stay with the UMC. Only members in good standing will be able to vote at 
this meeting, needing a 2/3 majority to move forward with disaffiliation. Once approved we will 
pay two years of apportionments 2022&2023, and our portion of the “unfunded” pension 
liability. This number is roughly $400,000. We will not need to pay for our property. 


Where will we go? 
After many months of prayer and discussion, looking at all available options, the Board has 
decided we will remain an independent church; St. Andrew’s Church & School. While we will be 
open to associations and connections with like-minded congregations and ministries, we feel 
being released from control of nonlocal institutions is best for our carrying out the vision God is 
giving us.  


What about the school? 
With the move away from the UMC to become more who God is calling us to be, we will step 
into a greater vision for what it means to raise the Next Generation in an understanding of who 
God is calling them to be. Looking back to our early days we will shift our school to a more 
Biblically based academy model, focusing on giving kids a firm foundation in their identity in 
Christ. We will offer programs and classes for our littles to 8th grade, all designed to foster 
learning of Biblical truths, guide students toward discovery of who God created them to be, 
challenge them academically to become critical thinkers, and raise them up to be servant 
minded people who bring glory to their Creator.  



