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Welcome to Celebration Lutheran Church 
 

You have entered a holy place where Christ serves His people. In the Divine Service, He 
forgives sins, feeds the faithful, and strengthens His Church through Word and Sacrament. 
He does this to prepare us to live by faith, love our neighbor, and bear witness in the world. 
 
Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, a visitor, or new to the faith, we are glad you are here. 
May you receive His mercy, His promises, and His peace. 
 

 

What to Know Before Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
 

Closed Communion Statement 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the Sacrament of 
the Altar. His body and blood are given in, with, and under the bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins, just as He says: “This is My body… this is My blood” (Matthew 26:26–28). 
 
In faithfulness to God’s Word and in care for all who commune, we practice closed 
communion. All who are baptized, instructed, and confirmed members of this 
congregation or of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod are welcome to receive the Sacrament. In receiving the Lord’s Supper, we not only 
receive Christ’s gifts but also confess a shared faith. 
 
Communion is not a general Christian right. It is an invitation to the holy banquet, and 
our Lord calls us to be prepared, clothed in faith and understanding. Scripture warns, 
“Whoever eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself” 
(1 Corinthians 11:29).  
 
Those not communing today may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms. 
Before communing, Luther’s Small Catechism encourages each Christian to ask: 
 
Do I believe I am a sinner? 
 
Do I believe in Christ and His words in the Sacrament? 
 
Do I intend, with God’s help, to turn from sin? 
 
If you have questions, Pastor Keinbaum or one of the Elders would be glad to speak with you. 
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Processional Hymn 
 
From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee     sts. 1–2, 5  LSB 607 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
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O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
 

He is the | LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend 
us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 
  
The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
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brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 
had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to 
the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar 
to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 
 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 
Epistle Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For 
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due. And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom 
God counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
 and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
  
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 
  
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Sit 
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Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying LSB 597 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 

 
 
Sermon 
 

Installation of Geoffrey L. Borlinghaus as Elder 
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace 
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 
5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
Sit 
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Offering O Lord, Hear Me Hal H. Hopson 
 Celebration Choir 
 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 
Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…praising God and saying.. 
 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation… 

  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
Your Table I Approach  LSB 628 

 
 

 
 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 
6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior  LSB 619 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn 
 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer  LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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LIFE TOGETHER AT CELEBRATION 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Some portions of the Service Bulletin are being removed in order to 
reduce printing costs.  

 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY continues on Mondays at 7:00 pm. 
 

LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES continue Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Join us as we 
gather around God’s Word during the season of Lent, reflecting on Christ’s sacrifice and 
the forgiveness won for us at the cross.  

 
NAMING COMMITTEE UPDATE Laura Micalizzi, Chaplain Glenndon Genthner, 
and Kenny Lovelady have been entrusted to lead us through the process of renaming our 
church. Traditionally, a name is chosen by the congregation to honor a specific individual (or 
being) which may come from the Holy Scripture or a church father. In addition names are 
sometimes connected to themes like "grace" or "faith." We as a group have given a great 
deal of thought into potential names, but would now like to ask if there are any church 
names you would like to recommend before the voting commences. Please submit any, and 
with any rationale you'd like to have considered, to president@celebrationlutheran.org by 
February 28! 
 
SERVE AND PROTECT: Join Our Health and Safety Team. Our Safety Team 
is expanding, and we are looking for watchful, reliable and able volunteers (must be at least 16 
years old) to join our ranks. No prior experience or training is required. This team works 
quietly to monitor our facilities, assist with medical needs, and provide peace of mind to our 
Church family. If you have a heart for service and a desire to keep our church a secure, safe 
and welcoming environment, please join us! Please see or contact Larry Micalizzi at 
healthandsafety@celebrationlutheran.org. 

 
CHRIST’S CUPBOARD: The Pantry needs to stock up! Important needs include cereal, 
breakfast mixes such as pancakes, syrup, instant potatoes, ready-to-eat meals, canned tuna 
and canned chicken. We also need plastic and paper grocery bags. Thank you. 

 
NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY continues today at 11:30 in the sanctuary. This 
study will focus on Martin Luther’s Large Catechism, offering an opportunity for us to explore 
the foundations of our Christian faith. All adults are invited to join us for study, discussion and 
fellowship. 
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MARCH CALENDAR 
 

     1  9:00 am Bible Study led by Pastor Keinbaum  

     1 9:45 am Coffee & Service Preparation 
     1 10:15 am Divine Service Three 
     1 11:30 am Confirmation Class 
     1 11:30 am Apologetics Class for Teens 
     1 11:30 am Adult Bible Study   
     2 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study – Fellowship Room 
     2 8:00 am Christ’s Cupboard Preparation  
     2 6:00 pm Grief Share Group 
     4 8:00 am Christ’s Cupboard Distribution (Volunteers Welcome!) 
     4 3:30-5:30 pm Pastor Keinbaum’s Office Hours 
     4 6:30 pm  Lent service 
     4 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
     5 6:30 pm AA Meeting 
     7 7:30 am AA Meeting 

 
 


