kidsLIFE Fresh Start Series
Lesson 4: Living Like God’s Child – Devotion Over Duty
1 Slide Welcome
1. Welcome to kidsLIFE. I’m so glad all of you are here. I have a very important question for you: Would you rather be in the ark with Noah or cross the Red Sea with Moses?
[Pray]
2 Game Time
The Great Balloon Challenge
· One person blows up the balloon and releases it.
· The other team member has to catch it before it hits the ground.
3  Worship  
4 Series Slide
Because we belong to God, I don’t obey Him just because I have to. I obey because I love Him. We want to live for Him from love and devotion, not just duty or because we have to. What do you think is the difference between duty and devotion?
Let’s look at our memory verse.
5 Memory Verse
God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love – not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 
1 John 4:9-10 NLT
6 Series Slide
Imagine your mom or dad tells you to clean your room. You clean it, but you’re thinking “I can’t believe I have to do this!” Do any of you feel that way sometimes?
Ask: Is it possible to obey someone while having a terrible attitude? Yes
God doesn’t just care about what we do. He cares about why we do it.
We can obey God because – “We have to” or, “We want to because we love God.”
Philippians 2:13 “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.”
Let’s do an activity called: “Duty or Devotion.” I will read a scenario and you will move to the side of the room. Duty is on the left and Devotion is on the right.
1. I pray because my parents told me I have to.
2. I pray because I want to talk to God.
3. I help someone because I know Jesus wants me to love others.
4. I help someone because I know I’ll get a reward.
5. I read my Bible because my teacher will ask if I did.
6. I read my Bible because I want to know God better.
Good job everyone. Doing something because you’re supposed to isn’t always wrong. But God wants our hearts – not just our actions. 
Let’s watch this video. 
8 Video 
11 Series Slide
Let’s talk about Mary and Martha. Their story is in Luke chapter 10. These were two sisters who were helping host a gathering in their home for Jesus and his disciples. Martha was busy preparing everything. Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to Him. Martha became frustrated with Mary and asked Jesus “Tell Mary to help me!” Jesus told Martha that she was worried about many things, but Mary was choosing what was better. 
Was Martha doing something bad?
No. She was serving Jesus. So what do you think the problem was?
She became so focused on doing things for Jesus that she wasn’t taking time to be with Jesus. God doesn’t want us to work for Him. He wants us to know Him. God wants our relationship with Him to be first. 
9 Worship
We’re entering into our final time of worship. Let’s take this time to truly focus on the Lord. Remember, God cares about our hearts. So let’s show Him our love through worship. 
12 Prayer Time
Have a kids to volunteer to pray over the group. 
13 Free Time

