Talking with God – Learning to Pray Like Jesus
Lesson 1: God is Our Father
1 Slide Welcome
I am so glad you are all here. Lakeview just began 21 days of prayer today. I want all you to know and understand prayer. We are going to walk through the Lord’s prayer together this month. Before we get started, I have a question:
Would you rather have a family pet that’s a talking refrigerator… or a couch that sings lullabies every time you sit on it?
I’m going to pray over you and then we’re going to play a game. [Pray]
2 Game Time
The Great Balloon Challenge
· One person blows up the balloon and releases it.
· The other team member has to catch it before it hits the ground.
3 & 4 Worship That’s My King & Same God
5 Series Slide
Jesus taught us to pray. He modeled a prayer for us that connects us to God and empowers us to accomplish great things through Him. You may have heard this before: 
“Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your Name. Your Kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9-13
Today, we’re going to start at the beginning.
Before we go further, let’s look at our memory verse.   
6 Memory Verse
You have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when He adopted you as His own children. Now we call Him, “Abba, Father.” ROMANS 8:15 NLT
7 Series Slide – Object Lesson
Prayer begins with remembering who God is. “Our Father in Heaven” - He is our loving father, and He deserves our honor and worship.
Show the slide of a family picture [bring a personal one too]
How do you know these people love you?
Just like you enjoy talking with people who love you, God enjoys hearing from His children. 
Hold up a crown. Ask: What kind of person wears a crown?
That’s right – a king. God is both our loving father and our holy King. Prayers are talking to both.
8 Video Break
9 Series Slide
Let’s read some scripture together. 
· Matthew 6:9
· Romans 8:15
· Psalm 100:4
“If you needed help, who would you call?”
Jesus didn’t tell us to begin prayer by asking for stuff. He taught us to begin with “Our Father…” which means God loves us, we belong to Him, and He wants to hear from us.
Then, Jesus taught to say “Hallowed be Your name.”
Hallowed means holy, honored, and special. Before we tell God what we need, we remember how amazing He is. That’s what worship is. Prayer starts with worship.
10 Activity Time
Create a “God is….” Poster. Let each child write one word on the poster. Try to fill the poster. If there aren’t many kids, let them write multiple. 
If they can’t think of any offer options: loving, strong, faithful, holy, kind, good, powerful. 
11 Series Slide
We can address God lovingly as your Father and we can thank Him that we are His children.
We can speak God’s names out loud. When we proclaim who He is, we not only worship Him, but we also remind ourselves how powerful and great our God is.
12 Prayer Time
Remember earlier when we said prayer starts with worship. That’s what we’re going to do first right now. I want to challenge each and every one of you to spend the next minute thanking God before we ask for anything. 
Let them do this from their spot, whether in their mind or out loud.
Pray together as a group. 
13 Small Group
Separate the room into two groups. We want kids to have the opportunity to ask questions and be able to answer questions. Conversations can get deeper in a small group setting. 
1. What does it mean that God is our Father?
2. Is God ever too busy for your prayers?
3. What are some names for God in the Bible?
a. God is Righteousness – He makes us clean 
b. God is Sanctifier – He has called us and set us apart 
c. God is Healer – He heals all our diseases 
d. God is Banner of Victory – He defeated our enemies 
e. God is Shepherd – He speaks to us and leads us 
f. God is Peace – He is our peace in every storm 
g. God is Provider – He supplies all of our needs
4. Why do you think Jesus started prayer with worship?
5. What are three things you love about God?
14 Free Time: craft on back table or games around the room
Kids can choose if they want to do the craft. It is optional.
Prayer Wheel – We Begin Prayer with Praise
Supplies: handouts, paper plate, brass fastener, markers/crayons, scissors
1. Color. Cut out both circles and arrow.
2. Label the 4 sections: God is loving, God is Holy, God is Faithful, God is Powerful
3. Attach the circles with a brass fastener. 
4. Kids spin the wheel and say one sentence praising God based on the section showing. 
15 See You Next Week 
