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· As parents check-in the children, and while their adult(s) is still present, say the following:
· So glad you’re here [child’s name].  We’re getting ready for a very special day called Easter! Easter is all about celebrating someone very important from the Bible… I wonder who it is! 
· Come on in and today we’ll learn who we celebrate at Easter!
wALK-IN + playtime

5 minutes 

· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAYTIME – SLIDE #1 – Series Slide with Music
· As the children walk in, create an inviting space by having music playing and toys and activity stations open.
· VIDEO: Easter Bible Countdown – SLIDE #3
· Play this countdown 5 minutes prior to using the Bible Dig. 
· Aim to have the children sitting and ready to start when 30 seconds are left in the countdown.   
· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #4 – Series Slide
welcome + Big Idea

2 minutes

· Hi friends! I am so glad you’re here with us at church today. 

ALLOW CHILDREN TIME TO POINT OUT WHAT THEY SEE AND RESPOND TO THEIR OBSERVATIONS.

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #5 – Mail Time Slide
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]CLASSROOM TOOL: LETTERS FROM THE SKUPPETS 
· Friends, look! We got some mail! Let’s see who sent us a letter. Oh! It’s from Skuppeton! That’s a fun place where our friends the Skuppets live! They love to have fun and learn about how God with us!
· Show the kids the letter and read “From Skuppeton”.
· Open the envelope and reveal the picture of the Skuppet on the letter. 
· Look! This letter is from Melly!
· Read the letter.
· Aww, thanks for sending us that letter Melly! And Happy Birthday Winston! What a special day! I especially loved hearing our Big Idea for today! 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #6 – Big Idea Slide 
· Our Big Idea is: I will celebrate Jesus as my good King.
· Let’s practice saying that Big Idea. Just repeat after me:

I will

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.

Celebrate Jesus

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.

As my good King.

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.


· That’s right! We can show Jesus that we love Him when we celebrate Him! We can celebrate Jesus by clapping our hands, dancing, and even drawing a picture of Jesus. 
· Did you know that even reading stories in the Bible is a way we can celebrate Him?
· That’s right! We can read the Bible to get to know Jesus and learn how we can tell others about Him.
· So we don’t forget, here’s the Big Idea again: I will celebrate Jesus as my good King.
Bible dig – The triumphal entry

15 minutes

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #7– Bible Story Time Slide with Music 
· The Bible is God’s special book for us! It’s a book that teaches us real stories about people and places from a long time ago. Today we will hear a story about Jesus’ triumphal entry. This story is about how people celebrated Jesus and why they celebrated him. It shows us how we can celebrate him too! Let’s see what we can dig up together to learn more about our Bible story!

· CLASSROOM TOOL: BIBLE DIG (The Triumphal Entry)
· The Bible Dig will include dig sites stationed around the room, containing different “artifacts” from the Bible story. 
· The leader script will include a section for leaders to read the Bible story while holding up the corresponding item from the dig.
· BIBLE DIG TIP: Enjoy discovering with the kids! Note that this tool may take longer than other Bible story tools.

Transition to worship

1 minute 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #8 – Series Slide 
· What a fun Bible dig adventure! In the Bible Dig, we learned that a very special day is coming up – Easter! This is the day where Jesus died on the cross so that we can live with Him in Heaven forever when we believe in Him!
· We can celebrate Jesus before, during, and even after Easter because there is just so much to celebrate! Just like the people in our Bible story cheered and laid palm leaves on the ground to celebrate Jesus, we can celebrate Jesus, too, because He is our good king!
· One way we can celebrate Jesus is by singing a song to Him! Let’s worship together by singing a song about the Easter story called Miracle of Love.
WOrship – Miracle of love  

4 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (Miracle of Love) – SLIDE #9

Transition to animated bible story

2 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #10 – Series Slide 
· Good job worshiping God through that song! In that song, we sang about Jesus’ love for us! Jesus loves us so much that He came to die for our sins so that we can be with God forever when we believe in Jesus. That is a great reason to celebrate! 
· The Bible is God’s special book for us! (Open the Bible to Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, or John 12). Today we are going to hear a story about how a whole bunch of people praised and celebrated Jesus when He arrived in the city of Jerusalem. 
· So let’s put on our thinking caps and listening ears and hear our Bible story!
Stories of the bible – the triumphal entry 

4 minutes 

· VIDEO: Stories of the Bible – The Triumphal Entry – SLIDE #11
Transition to Bubble time

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #12 – Series Slide 
· Wow! What a cool story! Now, there was a big word that we heard in that story. The word was triumphal. Something that is triumphal means it’s something amazing that should be celebrated. Jesus’ arrival at Jerusalem was triumphal because He was celebrated as the king everyone had been waiting for! 
· We can celebrate Jesus, too, because He saved us by dying on the cross at Easter so we can live forever with Him in Heaven. 
· That reminds me of a special verse in the Bible. 
· Can you help me pop them all so we can see our Bible verse? 
· Let’s pop some bubbles with Bestos!

Bubble TIme

1 minute

· VIDEO: Bubble Time (John 3:16) – SLIDE #13
· During “Bubble Time,” the children will need to pop all the bubbles in order to have the memory verse revealed to them. Once the bubbles are all popped, the memory verse will be revealed. This will allow the children to be a part of uncovering God’s Word.
· BUBBLE TIME TIPS: During the video you will also release real bubbles in the classroom. Try to walk around with the bubble maker so many children can be involved in popping the bubbles.
· Watch the timer on the video and when there are 10 seconds left, stop releasing bubbles. That way the children will be ready to sit down by the time the timer is done.
Transition to WOrship

1 Minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #14 – Bible Verse Slide 
· Good job popping the bubbles everyone! Look what you did! We can see our Bible verse now!
· This Bible verse tells us about how God loves all of us. Our Bible verse says:  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life!”
John 3:16

· That verse reminds us that God loves us so much he sent his son, Jesus, to die on the cross for everyone.   
· Wow! That makes me really excited to know God loves you and me! 
· Friends, I think there is something for us to do to help remember this verse from the Bible. 
· Let’s stand up and sing that Bible verse song together right now.

WORSHIP – Bible verse song - john 3:16 

3 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (John 3:16) – SLIDE #15

Transition to Dig it Up

2 minutes 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #16 – Series Slide 
· Wow, God loves all of us! And we learned from our Bible verse that God loved the world so much that He gave us His one and only… what?

WAIT FOR KIDS TO ANSWER

· Son! God’s son is Jesus! God gave us His Son, Jesus! Whoever believes in Jesus will not perish but have eternal… what?

WAIT FOR KIDS TO ANSWER 

· Life! Good job! Now, perish is a big word that really means to die. This Bible verse is telling us that if we believe in Jesus, we won’t really die because we will get to live forever in Heaven with Jesus! 
· Our Bible verse reminds us that Jesus loves us so much. Did you know He loved us so much that He even died for us? But that’s not the end of the story; Jesus rose from the dead. He is alive!
· The Skuppets are some friends who help us learn more about God. We’re going to see a video with some of those friends in it right now.

· We are going to learn more about how we can get ready to celebrate Easter with our friends Joey, Melly, and Gus. Today they are on the hunt for buried treasure! I can’t wait to see what they find! They are following a very special map! Where do you think the map will take them?

WAIT FOR KIDS TO ANSWER 

· I can’t wait to find out! Let’s make sure we are ready to listen and learn. So put on your listening ears and your thinking caps and let’s join our friends in the cave for our dig! 
dig it Up – TEACHING VIDEO 

5 minutes 

· VIDEO: Dig It Up (L2) – SLIDE #17

APPLICATION + PRAYER 

2 MINUTES 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #18 – Series Slide 
· Wow! It was so cool to see Joey, Gus, and Melly on their digging adventures! I can’t believe they found a cave with real buried treasure from a long, long time ago! It must have belonged to an important king!

· Joey, Gus, and Melly found treasure from a real king. But you know who is another king that their adventure reminded me of? King Jesus! Jesus is our king because He died at Easter time to save us.
· Because Jesus died and rose again, we can celebrate Him! He did all of that for you and for me! Jesus wants us to live forever with Him in Heaven because He loves us so much, just like we learned in our Bible verse and our Bible story today.
· There are lots of ways to celebrate Jesus, like singing to Him, drawing a picture for Him, reading more about Him in the Bible, and thanking Him for all He did for you.
· That’s what our Big Idea is all about! Let’s say it one more time together.

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #19 – Big Idea Slide
· It says, “I can celebrate Jesus as my good king.”
· Remember that you can celebrate Jesus because He is our good king. Repeat after me: “I can celebrate Jesus as my good king.”
· I can’t wait to hear about all the ways you celebrate Jesus and what He did on Easter – the special day where Jesus came back to life after dying on the cross for us!
· Now let’s put celebrating Jesus into practice.
· ADVANCE TO ANIMATED PRAYER SLIDE #20
· Let’s put five fingers here, and five fingers there, and put them together for a prayer.
Pray something like this: “God, thank You for loving me so much! Thank You for dying on the cross so that I can live with You in Heaven one day. There are so many reasons to celebrate all You have done for me. I can’t wait to celebrate You this Easter! In Jesus’ name, Amen!”
TRANSITION TO CRAFT 

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #21 – Series Slide 
· Thank you for praying with me. I loved that we got to celebrate Jesus together by praying to him.
· There is another way we can celebrate Jesus on Easter and remember our Bible story we heard today.
· Let’s make a special craft that will help us remember that we celebrate Jesus as our good king. We are going to make a special Easter celebration shaker that we can use to make music and sing praises to Jesus!  
CRAFT

15 minutes – refer to craft instructions Page

· CLASSROOM TOOL: Celebration Shaker – SLIDE #22 – Craft Time Slide 
· Refer to the craft instructions page for details on the craft.
· Use the Tabletop Guide to interact with the kids as they work on their craft, reinforcing the teaching objective and Bible story.
TRANSITION TO Activity 

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #23 – Series Slide 
· Wow! Look at those amazing crafts you all made! Did you have fun making your noisemaker?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.
· I had fun, too! Noisemakers help us celebrate!
· In today’s activity we get use our imaginations and pretend to be a donkey! It reminds us of the donkey Jesus rode in our Bible story! Let’s hear your donkey noise! 

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· Hee-haw. 
Wrap up

3 minutes

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #25 – Series Slide 

· Great job acting everyone, that was so fun! It reminded me of our Bible story when Jesus entered Jerusalem on a what?

ALLOW CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· That’s right! Donkey! He is our good King, and He came into the city on a donkey just like the scriptures said he would.

· While we wait for our grown ups to come back, we’ll play with some of the toys around the room together and continue to have fun
PICK-UP + playtime


· Dismiss the class for playtime.
· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAYTIME – SLIDE #26 – See You Next Time Slide with Music 
· Help the children get connected to an activity station and with each other. Turn room back to walk-in mode (music playing, activity stations open, toys out) and create a fun space as the children transition out of the environment.
Check-Out Connect


· With the child’s adult(s) present, say the following to the child:
· I’m so glad you came today. I especially loved when … [something specific about the child].
· Do you remember who we celebrate at Easter? Jesus!
· Have an amazing week! See you next time!
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