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	prekLIFE Doors Lesson 3




WALK-IN + playtime

10 minutes 

· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAYTIME – SLIDE #1 – Series Slide with Music
· As the children walk in, create an inviting space by having music playing and toys and activity stations open. Get the children connected to each other and you as they play together.
· VIDEO: Knock, Knock Themed Countdown – SLIDE #3
· Play this countdown 5 minutes prior to using the Bible Doors. 
· Aim to have the children sitting and ready to start when 30 seconds are left in the countdown.   
· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #4 – Series Slide


2 minutes

· Hey friends! We are so glad you came to church today! We are now in the third week of our new series called Doors! In this series, we are learning about different choices we can make. 

Bible doors – zacchaeus   

10 minutes

· Now it’s time to hear our Bible story! This week we are going to learn about the Bible story of Jesus and Zacchaeus.
· In this story, we will learn about how Zacchaeus chose to be friends with Jesus. The Bible tells us that we are able to choose to be friends with Jesus, too! 
· Let’s learn more about Zacchaeus by looking at our Bible Doors!

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #7 – Bible Story Time Slide with Music 
· CLASSROOM TOOL: BIBLE DOORS –Zacchaeus      
· The Bible Doors will have the script for you to read aloud to your class in the right column. As you read, follow the actions in the left column and open each door when directed to in the script. Invite 2-3 of the children to come up and help you open the doors when told to do so. By the end of the lesson, the children should have an understanding of the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus. The children should gain a deeper understanding of how because Zacchaeus chose to have a relationship with Jesus, Zacchaeus chose the door of salvation.   
· STORYTELLING TIP: Have another leader or a couple of children assist in helping to open the doors when prompted in the script.         
Transition to worship

1 minute 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #8 – Series Slide 
· Wow! What did Zacchaeus climb up on so he could see Jesus? 

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO ANSWER.

· Yes.  Zacchaeus climbed up a tree! He wanted to see Jesus so badly that he climbed up a tree. But Jesus called him down and told him he was coming over to his house for dinner! Zacchaeus told Jesus about how he wanted to make better choices. 
· Just like Zacchaeus, we can choose to be friends with Jesus too! We can choose to love Him and talk to Him through prayer. We can also read the Bible to learn more about Him! 
· The Bible also tells us we should try our very best to make the right choices. Sometimes it is hard to make the right choices, but we can always ask God for help and He will make us brave so we can make the right choice. Now we are going to sing Brave! We can make the right choices because God’s love makes us brave! Let’s all stand up and sing and dance together! 
WOrship – brave  

3 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (Brave) – SLIDE #9
· Use the EC worship video which will prompt the children through the song. Model what it looks like to participate in worship. 
· Connection to series: This song is about how God’s love makes us brave. Because God’s love helps us to be brave, we are able to make the right choices.  
Transition to animated bible story

2 minutes 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #10 – Series Slide 
· Great job singing and dancing! God’s love makes us brave so we can make the right choices!    
· Now I have something I want to show you. (Pull out a Bible.) Who knows what this is?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO ANSWER.

· Yes! This is the Bible. The Bible is a special book because it is God’s book. There are a lot of stories in the Bible, but today I want you to hear about the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus. (Open the Bible to the New Testament – specifically Luke 19 if you want to show them exactly where the story is.) In this Bible story, Zacchaeus chose to be friends with Jesus. Let’s learn more about how Zacchaeus chose to be friends with Jesus by watching our Bible story.  
· So let’s put on our thinking caps and listening ears and hear our Bible story!
Stories of the bible – zacchaeus 

4 minutes 

· VIDEO: Stories of the Bible – Zacchaeus – SLIDE #11
· This video tells the story of when Zacchaeus had Jesus over at his house. This Bible story shows how Zacchaeus chose salvation over a life of emptiness by seeking and pursuing a relationship with Jesus.    
Transition to color time

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #12 – Series Slide 
· Zacchaeus wanted to be friends with Jesus! Zacchaeus spent time with Jesus and had Him over at his house. Zacchaeus told Jesus about how he wanted to start making better choices. 
· Now we’re going to color a picture to help us remember the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus! I can’t wait to see what you guys create!
Color Time    

5 minutes

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #13– Color Time! Slide 
· CLASSROOM TOOL: Coloring Sheet
· Have crayons or markers at the table along with a coloring sheet laid out for each child.
· The point of this segment is to get the children doing something with their hands in the middle of the program. It also helps reinforce the story they just saw and gives them time to think about it.
· COLOR TIME TIP: Talk to the children about the images on the coloring pages as they color. This will help them remember specific parts of the Bible story and retain what they are learning.
· Questions to ask:
1. What’s happening in the picture? Zacchaeus is in a tree trying to see Jesus.
2. Why did Zacchaeus want to see Jesus? He wanted to be His friend and spend time with Him!
3. Who do you think Jesus wants to be friends with? Everyone! He wants to be friends with you, too. 

· VIDEO: Knock, Knock Themed Countdown – SLIDE #14
· Play this countdown again while the children color. This will help determine how long color time should last.  
· Aim to have the children sitting and ready to start the program back 30 seconds before the countdown ends.    
Transition to Bubble time

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #15 – Series Slide 
· Great job coloring, everyone! I love seeing how you bring the Bible story to life with your coloring!
· Now we’re going to look at a special verse in the Bible. This verse tells us that we should not depend on our own understanding, which means we need God’s help to understand what choice to make! When we become His friend, He will help us.
· I really want to show you this verse, but I am going to need your help to see it because our special verse is all covered with bubbles! Can you help me pop them all so we can see our Bible verse?

Bubble time

2 minutes 

· VIDEO: Bubble Time (Proverbs 3:5-6) – SLIDE #16
· During “Bubble Time,” the children will need to pop all the bubbles in order to have the memory verse revealed to them. Once the bubbles are all popped, the memory verse will be revealed. This will allow the children to be a part of uncovering God’s word.
· BUBBLE TIME TIPS: During the video you will also release real bubbles in the classroom. Try to walk around with the bubble maker so many children can be involved in popping the bubbles.
· Watch the timer on the video and when there are 10 seconds left, stop releasing bubbles. That way the children will be ready to sit down by the time the timer is done.

Transition to worship

2 minutes 

· Good job popping the bubbles everyone! I want to see if we have some good bubble poppers out there. So if you popped one bubble, give me a thumbs up. 

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· If you popped two bubbles, give me two thumbs up!

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· And if you popped more than two bubbles, wave your hands in the air! Wow! We have so many good bubble poppers in here! And look what you did! We can see our Bible verse now!
· Our Bible verse says: 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do and he will show you which path to take.
Proverbs 3:5-6

· Our Bible verse reminds us that we can trust God and He will show us which path to take!
· Now let’s all stand up together and learn our Bible verse by singing it!

WORSHIP – Proverbs 3:5-6 

3 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (Proverbs 3:5-6) – SLIDE #18
· Use the EC worship video which will prompt the children through the song. Model what it looks like to participate in worship.
· Connection to series: This song is the series Bible verse and is meant to help with memorization.

2 minutes 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #19 – Series Slide 
· God will help us make the right choices. We can ask God to help us know how we can be friends with Jesus! Just like Zacchaeus, we can choose to be friends with Jesus by loving Him and spending time with Him. Jesus wants to be our friend because He loves us so much! 


APPLICATION + PRAYER 

3 MINUTES 


· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #24 – Teaching Point Slide 
· Now repeat after me, “I can choose to be friends with Jesus.” 

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.

· Great job! This week, remember that we can choose to be friends with Jesus! We can be friends with Jesus by loving Him and spending time with Him. We can talk to Him through prayer and read about Him in the Bible. 

· ADVANCE TO ANIMATED PRAYER SLIDE #25
Pray something like this: “God, thank you for always being there for me. Please be my friend and show me how to make choices that make you happy. I want to believe in you! Thank you for loving me no matter what I do and always being my friend. I love you. Amen!”  
TRANSITION TO CRAFT 

2 minutes 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #26 – Series Slide 
· We have learned so much about how Zacchaeus chose to be friends with Jesus. Now we are going to finish up our time together by making a craft. It is going to help remind us how we can choose to be friends with Jesus too!  
CRAFT

15 minutes – refer to craft instructions Page

· CLASSROOM TOOL: Friends with Jesus Crown – SLIDE #27 – Craft Time Slide 
· Refer to the craft instructions page for details on the craft.
· Use the craft time to reinforce the teaching objective by talking to the children as they are working. Read the teaching objective included on the craft instructions page as further reinforcement. 
PICK-UP


· Dismiss the class for playtime.
· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAYTIME – SLIDE #28 – See You Next Time Slide with Music 
· Help the children get connected to an activity station and with each other. Turn room back to walk-in mode (music playing, activity stations open, toys out) and create a fun space as the children transition out of the environment.
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