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Check-IN Connect


· As parents check-in the children, and while their adult is still present, say the following:
· So glad you’re here [child’s name]. Today is all about using something on our body to listen!
· Do you know which one that is?
· Good guess! It’s our ears! I can’t wait for you to hear our Bible story about someone who used their ears to listen! Come on in!
WALK-IN + playtime

5 minutes 
· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAYTIME – SLIDE #1 – Series Slide with Music
· As the children walk in, create an inviting space by having music playing and toys and activity stations open.
· VIDEO: Skuppeton Doors Countdown – SLIDE #3
· Play this countdown 5 minutes prior to using the teaching tool. 
· Aim to have the children sitting and ready to start when 30 seconds are left in the countdown.   
· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #4 – Series Slide
welcome + Big Idea

2 minutes

· Hi friends! I’m ______! Welcome to church today! I’m so glad you are here! I’m so excited to see you today and to hear another story from the Bible about a kid! 
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· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #6 – Big Idea Slide 
· Our Big Idea is: I can listen to God.
· Let’s practice saying that Big Idea. Just repeat after me:

I can listen

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.

to God!

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO REPEAT.

· Yes! Great job! Sometimes God can speak to us with his voice outloud and he also speaks to us in lots of other ways.
·  We can listen to God when we spend time with him, like when we read the Bible or pray or even when we sing songs. He gives us lots of different ways to be good listeners.

· Let’s say that Big Idea one more time: I can listen to God.
teaching tool: Bible BOX – God speaks to samuel

8 minutes


· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #7– Bible Story Time Slide with Music 
· Oh yay! It’s Bible Story Time! Can you guess where today’s story comes from? (Hold up a Bible.)

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· It’s from the Bible. The Bible is God’s special book for us! It’s a book that teaches us real stories about people and places from a long time ago. Today’s Bible story is all about a kid named Samuel.
· I’ll need your help looking inside our special Bible box to hear what happened in this story about Samuel.

· CLASSROOM TOOL: Bible Box – God Speaks to Samuel (L2)
· See Teaching Tool script for detailed directions for the Bible Box.
· The script will guide you through a re-telling of this Bible story to the children. Invite the kids up to pull out images and/or objects that help tell the Bible story, God Speaks to Samuel!
Transition to worship

1 minute 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #8 – Series Slide 
· Wow, God talked to Samuel and told him about all the things he would do! Samuel choose to listen to God. You can choose to listen to God too!
· Can you point to your ears for me?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· Nice job pointing to your ears! Did you know we can use our ears to listen? When we listen to God, we can shine our light for him! 
· We’ve been learning about listening to God today. And when we learned that when we listen to God and do what he says, we can shine our light for Jesus! That means we can show everyone how amazing God is with the things we do and say! Let’s sing a song together all about how to shine our light for God! 
Worship – Shine my light

3 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (Shine My Light)– SLIDE #9
Transition to animated bible story

2 minutes 

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #10– Series Slide 

· Great job singing and dancing! That song reminds us that when we listen to songs about Jesus, we can hear about how much God loves us and learn about God!
· God loves us so much and he has good things to say to us. Do you know how I know that? Can you take a guess?

WAIT FOR THE KIDS TO RESPOND.

· Those are great answers! We know this is true because of a special book God gave to us! 

· It’s time to watch our Bible story video! 
· Does anyone remember the name of the kid we learned about today?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· Samuel! Great job! Remember, Samuel heard a voice one night. Can you guess who was talking to him?!
· Let’s see if you guessed right! Put on your thinking caps and listening ears and watch this Bible story!

Stories of the bible – God speaks to samuel

4 minutes 

· VIDEO: Stories of the Bible – God Speaks to Samuel (L2) – SLIDE #11
transition to Bubble Time    

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #12– Series Slide 
· How cool! Who spoke to Samuel in the Bible story?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· Yes! It was God! God talked to Samuel and told him about all the things he would do! And Samuel listened to God. And for the rest of Samuel’s life, he did his best to listen to God and do the good things God said! And it all started when Samuel was a kid, like you, and when he chose to listen to God.

· Let’s pop some bubbles with Bestos!
Bubble time

2 minutes 

· VIDEO: Bubble Time (1 Timothy 4:12) – SLIDE #13
· BUBBLE TIME TIPS: During the video, you will also release real bubbles in the classroom. Try to walk around with a bubble maker so all children can be involved in popping the bubbles.
· Stop releasing bubbles when there are 10 seconds left on the video timer, so the children will be ready to sit down by the time the timer is done.

Transition to Worship

2 minutes

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #14 – Bible Verse Slide 
· Good job popping the bubbles everyone! Now we can see our Bible verse. 
· Our Bible verse says: 

“Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

· Great job! That Bible verse tells us that young people, meaning kids like you, can make a big difference. God thinks you are important and he has a special things to tell you! God had special things to say to Samuel and he has special things to say to you, too. 
· Let’s see what we can do next to help us remember these words from the Bible!

· Let’s sing that Bible verse together right now. 
WORSHIP – Bible verse song – 1 Timothy 4:12

3 minutes 

· VIDEO: EC WORSHIP (1 Timothy 4:12) – SLIDE #15

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #16 – Series Slide 
· Great job friends! I am so happy that God says people who are young can be an example to other people. We can show other people, even grown-ups, the good things God says! And we can know what God says through the words and stories God uses in the Bible and through others who love Jesus. 

APPLICATION + PRAYER 

3 MINUTES 

· Do you remember our Big Idea? Let’s say it one more time together.

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #19 – Big Idea Slide 
· It says, “I can listen to God". Now your turn. Say that with me on the count of 3: 1-2-3!

SAY WITH THE CHILDREN.

· Who can we listen to?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· You’re right! God! And God has good and loving things to say.

· And there are lots of ways we can listen to God. We listen to God when we spend time with him, like reading the Bible or singing song. We can hear him when we pray to him too.  And God always listens to us when we pray to him.
· ADVANCE TO ANIMATED PRAYER SLIDE #20
· Let’s put five fingers here, five fingers there, and put them together for a prayer. 
Pray something like this – “Dear God, thank you for loving me. Help me remember everything you say is good and because you love me. Help me listen to you and do good things you tell me, just like Samuel. I know you will help me. Amen.”

TRANSITION TO CRAFT 

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #21 – Series Slide 
· Thank you for praying with me. I had so much fun with you today! I loved that we learned that kids in the Bible are awesome and so are you! 
· Don’t forget take the time to listen to God because has so many wonderful things to tell you! 

· Let’s make a special craft to remind us of the Big Idea. It will help us remember that we can listen to God too! 
CRAFT

15 minutes – refer to craft instructions Page

· CLASSROOM TOOL: Listening Ear Headband – SLIDE #22 – Craft Time Slide 
· Refer to the craft instructions page for details on the craft.
· Use the craft time to reinforce the Bible story and Big Idea as the children make their crafts. Help the kids complete the craft and talk with them about the questions included on the craft instructions page. 
TRANSITION TO Activity 

1 minute

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #23 – Series Slide 
· Those are some great crafts you made! Do you know what those big things on the side of your head are called?

WAIT FOR CHILDREN TO RESPOND.

· Yes, they are ears and they are one of the things that help us to listen to God.

· We are going to use our ears and body to practice our listening skills. Are you ready?
Activity

10 minutes – refer to Activity instructions Page

· CLASSROOM TOOL: Freeze Dance - SLIDE #24 – Activity Time Slide 
· Refer to the activity instructions page for details on this activity.
· Use the activity time to reinforce the Bible story.
· SONG: Skuppet Freeze Dance - SLIDE #25
· Play the Skuppet Freeze Dance song to lead the kids in the game. Ephasize that they need to listen to the song to know what to do and when to freeze.
Wrap up

3 minutes

· ADVANCE TO SLIDE #26 – Series Slide 

· Great job friends! I loved seeing you wiggle your body and use your ears to practice listening.
· Does anyone remember what we can use our ears for?

WAIT FOR THE KIDS TO RESPOND.

· That’s right, listening! We use ears all the time to hear all the things that happen around us. And guess what? God also gave us ears so we can listen to him too!
· While we wait for our grown-ups to come back, we’ll play with some of the toys around the room together and continue to have fun!

PICK-UP + PLAYTIME


· Dismiss the class for playtime.
· CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: PLAY TIME – SLIDE #27 – See You Next Time Slide with Music 
· Help the children get connected to an activity station and with each other. Turn room back to walk-in mode (music playing, activity stations open, toys out) and create a fun space as the children transition out of the environment.
Check-Out Connect


· With the child’s adult(s) present, say the following to the child:
· I’m so glad you came today. I especially loved when … [something specific about the child].
· Who can we listen to? God!
· That’s right! We learned that we can listen to God and he speaks to us in many different ways! 
· Have a great week! See you next time!
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