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PROVING THE DEITY OF CHRIST - EQUAL WITH GOD
(John 1:1-3)

INTRODUCTION

1. Whether or not Jesus is the Christ is essential to our faith.

A
B.

If He is not the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, then our faith is vain.

If He is the Son of God, then we must obey Him in order to go to heaven (Matthew
7:21-23).

2. Jesus is a historical character.

A
B.
C.

It cannot be denied that he lived on this earth about 2,000 years ago.
Almost everybody in the world believes that Jesus lived in Palestine.
Not everybody believes he is the Son of God.

1) Some say, “He was a good man, a moral man, a great teacher, but He was not the
Son of God.”

a) This is an impossible statement. Either He is the Son of God, or He was the
biggest liar, imposter, con man that the world has ever seen.
b) He claimed to be the Son of God. If He was not, then He was either a liar or
crazy.
2) Others say that Jesus is “a god” but not equal to God.
a) They say he is a lesser god.
b) The Jehovah’s Witnesses would be among this group.
3) This denies the deity of Christ (1 John 2:22).

3. Why do we believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?

A

B.
C.
D.

To believe something we must have reasons, evidence.

We must be able to prove why we believe Jesus is the Christ (1 Peter 3:15).

People must believe that Jesus is the Christ in order to be saved (John 8:24; 14:6).
The Bible does not contradict itself.

1) It either teaches that Jesus is Deity — equal with God, or it proves He is not Deity.
2) It cannot be both ways.

4. In this lesson, we will present evidence to prove that Jesus is God, not just “a god.”
I. THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT THE GODHEAD
A. There are a number of religious groups that deny the Godhead.

1.
2.
3.

United Pentecostal Church.
Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Moslems.
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B. The use of the plural pronoun “us.” (Elohim — plural).

1. From the Hebrew Elohim which is the plural form of the word God.
a) Genesis 1:26-27
b) Genesis 3:22
c) Genesis 11:7
d) Isaiah 6:8

2. Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19-20
a) One divine nature — three distinct personalities.
b) Egg illustration (shell, yoke, white — one egg).

3. Chart that illustrates the Godhead.

FATHER
(Eph. 1:3)
|
IS
|
ISNOT ISNOT
GOD
(DEITY)
IS IS
SON ISNOT HOLY SPIRIT
(Heb. 1:8) (Acts 5:3,4)

C. “While the word God may be used to refer to the Father exclusively (Philippians 1:2;
Colossians 1:3), it is most often used as in a family name, referring to all three members
of the Godhead.... There is but one divine family of God in heaven.... Just as husband
and wife may be one in purpose, in desire, in unity, in direction; yet still remain as two
distinct personalities (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5) — so the Godhead, comprised of three
distinct Divine Personalities, is one.” — Dalton Key.

Il. PASSAGES THAT SHOW THAT JESUS IS GOD

A. Exodus 3:14 Jehovah is the great “I Am.” (LXX).
John 8:58 Jesus is the great “I Am.” Same Greek word.
B. Exodus 20:10 It is Jehovah’s Sabbath.
Mark 2:28 Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath.
C. Exodus 31:13 Jehovah sanctifies men.
1 Corinthians 1:30 Christ sanctifies men.
D. Deuteronomy 10:17 Jehovah is Lord of Lords.
Revelation 17:14 Christ is Lord of Lords.
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E. Deuteronomy 32:3f
1 Corinthians 10:4

F. 1Kings 8:39
Luke 5:22
John 2:25

G. Nehemiah 9:6f
Hebrews 1:6

H. Psalm 24:10
1 Corinthians 2:8

I. Psalm 89:8f
Matthew 8:23ff

J. lsaiah 8:12f
1 Peter 3:14f

K. Isaiah 40:3
Matthew 3:3

L. lsaiah 42:8
John 17:5
John 1:14

M. lsaiah 43:11, 25
Isaiah 45:21
Mark 2:7
Titus 2:13

N. Isaiah 44:6

Jehovah is the only “Rock” (Isaiah 44:8).
Christ was that Rock.

Only Jehovah knows men’s hearts.
Christ knows all men’s hearts.

The angels worship Jehovah.
The angels worship Christ.

Jehovah is the King, God and Lord of glory (Psalm 29:3).
Christ is the Lord of glory.

Jehovah alone still the sea.
Jesus stilled the sea .

Do not fear men, but sanctify Jehovah in your heart.
Do not fear men but sanctify Christ in your heart = direct
quotation.

One was to prepare the way for Jehovah (Malachi 3:1).
John is the one who prepared the way for Christ.

Jehovah not give his glory to another.
Christ possessed the glory of God (1 Corinthians 2:8).

Jehovah the only Savior from sins. .

Jesus is our Savior from sins.

Jehovah is the "first and last."

Note: Two personalities appear in Isaiah 44:6 — both partaking of the title Jehovah:
“Jehovah the King of Israel and His Redeemer Jehovah of Hosts.”

Revelation 1:17

O. lIsaiah 44:24
John 1:1f

P. lIsaiah 60:1f
John 1:4, 14
John 8:12

Q. Jeremiah 23:5f
1 Corinthians 1:30
2 Corinthians 5:21

Christ is the “first and the last.”

Only Jehovah is Creator (Jeremiah 10:11).
Christ was the Creator of all things.

Jehovah’s glory to shine as a light to the nations.
Christ’s glory is the light of the world.

Name for the Messiah to be “Jehovah our Righteousness.”
Christ is the Messiah and our Righteousness.
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W.

Ezekiel 34:11, 15 Jehovah to be our Shepherd.

Note: The Shepherd to come was to be the anti-type of David (Ezekiel 34:23). Jesus was
the anti-type of David and the shepherd (Acts 2:29-34).

John 10:11 Jesus is the Good Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 5:4).

Joel 2:32 Those who call on the name of Jehovah to be saved.

Acts 2:21, 36 To call on the name of Christ the Lord brought salvation
(Acts 4:12; 22:16).

Micah 4:7 Jehovah to rule as King in Zion. (Zecheriah 14:9).

Hebrews 1:8 Christ rules as King in Zion. (Hebrews 12:22; Ephesians
1:21f).

Habakkuk 1:12 Jehovah is the Holy One. (1 Samuel 2:2).

Acts 2:27ff Christ is the Holy One.

Zechariah 12:10 Jehovah is to be pierced.

Note: The context shows that Jehovah was the speaker and object of piercing (Zechariah
12:1-9).

John 19:37 Christ was pierced.
Zechariah 13:7 Jehovah’s fellow or equal — the Shepherd.
Matthew 26:31 Christ is the Shepherd and Jehovah’s equal (Philippians 2:6)

PASSAGES WHICH PROVE THAT JESUS IS EQUAL TO THE FATHER

A.
B.

These passages emphasize his deity.

Prophecy Concerning Christ (Isaiah 9:6). “The mighty God, the everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.”

God In The Flesh.
1) Matthew 1:22-23 “Emmanuel,...God with us.”

2) John 1:1-3 “Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
3) John 20:28 “My Lord and my God.”
Worship God Only.
1. Matthew 4:10 “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve.”
2. Revelation 22:8-9 “Worship God.”
3. Matthew 8:2 “Worshipped him.”
4. Matthew 9:18 “Worshipped him.”
5. Matthew 14:33 “Worshipped him.”
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. Prepare Way.
1. Isaiah 40:3,5

2. Mark 1:3

. Creation.

1. lsaiah 42:5

2. lsaiah 44:24

3. Colossians 1:16
4. John 1:3

. Savior.
1. lIsaiah 43:11
2. Titus 2:13

. Redeemer.
1. lIsaiah 43:14
2. Titus 2:14

First and Last.

1. lsaiah 44:6

2. Revelation 1:17
3. Revelation 2:8

I Am.

1. Exodus 3:14
2. John 8:58

. Christ Is God
1. Hebrews 1:8
2. 1John5:20

3. John 10:33
4. Colossians 2:9

5. Acts 20:28

“Prepare ye the way of Jehovah.... The glory of the Lord
shall be revealed.”

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”

“Thus saith Jehovah God, he that created the heavens...”
“l am Jehovah that maketh all things..”
“For by him (Christ) were all things created.”

“All things were made by him; and without him was not
anything made that was made.”

“l even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no Savior.”

“...and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Savior Jesus Christ.”

“Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer.”

“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity.”

“I am the first, and | am the last.”
“I am the first, and the last.”

“These things saith the first and the last, which was dead,
and is alive.”

“I AM THAT | AM...I AM hath sent me unto you.”
“Before Abraham was, | am.”

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever.”

“And we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.”

“Makest thyself God.”

“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.”

“To feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood.”

10
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L. Voluntarily Humbled Himself .

1.
2.

3.

Philippians 2:5-11.

Christ gave up His equality with God when He came to earth.

a. Is it possible that Christ gave up this equality for all time and eternity?

b. If so, we have here a greater appreciation of the love of Christ for us.

c. Thisis truly an “unspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15).

d. This would also explain the meaning of 1 Corinthians 15:28.

It is a voluntary, eternal submission. It does not mean that Christ gave up His Deity.

IV. Passages Used To Try To Support Theory That Jesus Is Not God —Answered
A. Proverbs 8:22-25

1.

2.
3.

It is suggested that this passage is discussing Christ, when in fact that is not the
subject of the context at all.

The subject under consideration is the beginning of wisdom.
The writer uses this method to show the beauty and value of wisdom.

B. John 14:28

1.

It is forgotten that Jesus lowered himself to the level of man when he came to the
earth (Philippians 2:6-9).

This does not change the fact that Jesus is God. The Bible emphasizes this fact time
and again.

a) John 8:58.
b) John 1:1-3, 14

In this lesson we have already shown that only God should be worshipped. Jesus was
worshipped and accepted that worship more than once.

a) Matthew 4:10

b) Revelation 22:8-9
c) Matthew 8:2

d) Matthew 9:18

e) Matthew 14:33

C. Colossians 1:15

This passage does not teach that Christ is created as claimed.
We know that Christ had a part in the creation just as did the Father.
a) Do we say the Father was created just because he had a part in the creation?

b) This passage teaches that with regard to the creation, Christ is preeminent or has
first place (Colossians 1:18).

12
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D. Revelation 3:14

1. Again, this passage is used by some to try to show that Christ was a created being, but
the meaning is the same as in Colossians 1:15.

2. Inthe New World Translation, they change the passage to read, “...the beginning of
the creation by God,” instead of “the beginning of the creation of God.”

CONCLUSION

1. Inthis lesson we have presented a great deal of material that shows beyond a shadow of
doubt that Jesus is God — Deity.

2. Syllogisms.

A. He that built all things is God (Hebrews 3:4).
B. Jesus built all things (John 1:1-3).
C. Therefore, Jesus is God.

That which existed before creation is uncreated.
Jesus existed before creation, since he created all things.
Therefore, Jesus, as the Word, is uncreated.

Owx>

That which is uncreated is self-existent and wholly independent.
Jesus, as the Word, is uncreated, as proved above.
Therefore, Jesus, the Word, is self-existent and wholly independent.

Owx>

That which is self-existent and wholly independent is God.
Jesus, the Word, is self-existent and wholly independent, as proved above.
Therefore, Jesus, the Word, is God, as stated in John 1:1.

Ow x>
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