Advent Midweek 3 - November 18 & 19
Benedictus (Song of Zechariah)

Service of Light
Stand
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver

o)
o
:)V o o -

Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron LSB 244
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Joy -ous light of glo - ry:
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the wu - ni- verse pro-claims Your glo - ry
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Psalmody



Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

LSB 245 Psalm 141:1-4, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Readings

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Jeremiah 31:31-34
1“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah, *’not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the

day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. **But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write
it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. **And no longer shall each one
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hebrews 3:7-19 Hebrews 3:7-19
"Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,
*where your fathers put me to the test
and saw my works '°for forty years.
Therefore I was provoked with that generation,
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known my ways.’
"As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest.

M

“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away
from the living God. "But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. *For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our
original confidence firm to the end. °As it is said,



“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

“For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses?

7 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies
fell in the wilderness? '*And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who
were disobedient? '?So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 1:57-80 Luke 1:57-80
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. **And her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. *And on the
eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his
father, “®but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” ' And they said to her, “None of
your relatives is called by this name.” “And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted
him to be called. ® And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all
wondered. **And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing
God. ®And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the
hill country of Judea, ®and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will
this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

7 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

8«Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
%and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
"%as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
"'that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
"the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
"that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
"in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
*And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
"to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

89 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his
public appearance to Israel.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Praise to You, O Christ.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

This Is the Feast: 936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936
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1 Sing praise to the God of Is - ra - ell  Sing praise for His
2 God spoke by the proph-ets long a - go, His prom-ise on
3 You, child, will go on be - fore the Lord As proph-et, His
4 O bright, ris - ing Sun, now shine on us In need of 1il-
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liv - ered from their fears Might glad-1ly and tru - ly serve Him.
grace for all where-by In - iq - ui-ty is for - giv - en.

foot - steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Canticle

Stand

Magnificat LSB 248 Luke 1:46-55
Refrain

My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . .. me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . .. ... ... .... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. .. ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . . ... ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... ... ...... is His name;
3 Hehas scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... . ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... ... ... ...... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . .. ... .. ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . . . ... .. A - men. Refrain
Sit
Prayer
Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents|, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my



Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of

LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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(P The Lord be  with you.
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And with thy spir it.
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P Lift up  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.
(P)

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising

You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9-13

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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He took the cup after sup- per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it



to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My *I* blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197 John 20:19
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 John 1:29
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Distribution



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 Psalm 107:1
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it
Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Hymn to Depart: 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the  r1is -ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
5 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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When beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain
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