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Advent 6 - December 13, 2026
Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P} Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P

Stand

Introit

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again [ will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*



you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.
Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will | say, Rejoice.

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.*
The Lord | is at hand.
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K6ln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 186 Mark 10:47
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Advent 3
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And with thy spir - it.
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() Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts
by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Isaiah 40:1-11

'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
’Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

‘Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

°A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.

¥The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

°Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;

Isaiah 40:1-11



lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
"Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
"He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27 Psalm 27

'The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

*When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,
my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

’Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident.

“One thing have I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high upon a rock.

SAnd now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;

I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

"Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!
8You have said, “Seek my face.”



My heart says to you,
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
’Hide not your face from me.
Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my salvation!
""For my father and my mother have forsaken me,
but the LORD will take me in.

"Teach me your way, O LORD,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.

2Give me not up to the will of my adversaries;
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.

] believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!

“Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
'This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. ‘I am

not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.
*Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light
the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will
receive his commendation from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Matthew 11:2-11 Matthew 11:2-11

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

*When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples *and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”



’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ¥What then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. “What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. '*This is he of whom it is
written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

"UTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345
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world is wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil -dren of the day
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn -ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 182389
Text and tune: Public domain
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Offertory LSB 192 Psalm 51:10-12
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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It is meet and right so to do.
(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9-13
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians

11:23-25
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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Distribution Hymn: 333 Once He Came in Blessing
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -

LSB 197 John 20:19

LSB 198 John 1:29

LSB 333



L 100

L
| 1IN

Py) |
dress - ing; Came in like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ  will  come in splen - dor
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534
Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
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4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall

LSB 347
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now i1s o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word 1S nev - er bro - ken.
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
Hymn: 346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.

Con - fess-ing Him as

Whose sac - ri - fice
The word pro-claimed by John, Our

Lord Whose moth-er

e - moves

The

he was greet - ing.

dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s =zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti - fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635—1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
Tune: Public domain
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LSB 346

LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.

LSB 200 Psalm 107:1

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
Hymn to Depart: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’'s Cry LSB 344
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as  our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
AS All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of Kkings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.

we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.



Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain
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