Advent Midweek 7 - December 16 & 17

Nunc Dimittis (Simeon)

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy -ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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set - ting of the sun,

and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the wu - ni- verse pro-claims Your glo - ry
Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;

o)

P’ Al

y Y > T

[ 4 o WA= o ® ® 4o = o & ® oo
ANIY © ®

o

may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Psalmody



Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
) 4 | e |
A T————— — ] i —— —— |
| o WL | | | I | [ [ [ | | | |

o = |

when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Readings

Genesis 50:22-26 Genesis 50:22-26
2So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 110 years. *And Joseph saw

Ephraim’s children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were
counted as Joseph’s own. ?*And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you
and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
»Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry
up my bones from here.” **So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put
in a coffin in Egypt.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Philippians 1:18-26 Philippians 1:18-26
¥What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in
that I rejoice.

Yes, and I will rejoice, *for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, *as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be
at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether
by life or by death. ?For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 2If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. *’T am hard pressed between the
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. **But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all,
for your progress and joy in the faith, **so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ
Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 2:22-35 Luke 2:22-35
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who
first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) **and to offer a sacrifice according to what is
said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” *Now there was a man in

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. *And it had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2’ And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, **he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

»¥“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word,
*for my eyes have seen your salvation
Slthat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. **And Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is opposed *(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts

from many hearts may be revealed.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

This Is the Feast: 938 In Peace and Joy I Now Depart
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1 In peace and joy I now de-part Since God so wills it.

2 Christ Je - sus brought this gift to me, My faith-ful Sav -
3 You sent the peo - ple of the earth Their great sal - va -

4 Christ is the hope and sav-ing light Of those in blind - ness;
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tion;
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Se - rene and con - fi - dent my heart; Still - ness fills it.
Whom You have made my eyes to  see By Your fa - wvor
Your in - vi - ta - tion sum-mons forth Ev - °ry na - tion

He guides and com-forts those in night By His kind - ness.
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For the Lord has prom-ised me Thatdeath is but a slum - ber.

Now I know He is my life, My friend when I am dy -

ing.

By Your ho - ly, pre - cious Word, In ev - ’ry place re - sound-ing.

For Your peo - ple Is - ra - el In Him find joy and glo -

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.; (sts. 2-4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679

Text (sts. 2—4) and tune: Public domain

ry.
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Sermon

Canticle
Stand
Magnificat LSB 248 Luke 1:46-55
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrength withHis . . . . ... ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . ... ... .. .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . . ... ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . .. ... ......... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . ... ... ... ... .. ... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ... .. ... ... . .... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . ... ........... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . .. .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . .. ... .. ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . .. . ... .. A - men. Refrain
Sit
Prayer
Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents), for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P} Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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(P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising

You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho - lyy, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-<eth in the name of the Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 162 Matthew 6:9-13



The Words of Our Lord
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(P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be- trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the

dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

n Il
o | I | I |
i — [ ! !
%—‘—! P~ (o)
_
A - men.
Agnus Dei
p | I ! i ] i N—1 p—

%ﬁj—dil|-h£l‘I Y I
|| [ B S—

(0) Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world,

have mer -cyup-on us.
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A -men.

LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32



Thanksgiving LSB 200 Psalm 107:1
0 4

L]

3

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it
Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Hymn to Depart: 339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors
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1 Lift up your heads, you ev - er - last - ing doors,
2 Who is this King of great and glo-rious fame?
3 Who may as - cend Mount Zi - on’s ho - ly  hill
4 “Wor-thy is Christ!” The Lamb who once was slain
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And weep no more! (0] Zi - on’s daugh-ter, sing,
What is  His name? Lord God of Sab - a - oth,
To do God’s will? The One whose un - stained hands

Now lives to reign. He rules our earth - ly ways
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To greet your com -ing King; Now wave the vic - tor’s
Of whom the proph-ets wrote, Whose cho - sen, hum - ble
Can meet the Law’s de - mands, Whose pu - r1i-ty with-
As Lord of  An-cient Days— (@) join the end - less
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palm And sing the an - cient psalm: “Lift up your
steed De - clares Him king in - deed! Ho - san - na,
in Re - veals One free from sin. Come, praise this
song Sung by the ran - somed throng: “Wor - thy s
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heads, you ev - er - last-ing gates!” Your King a - waits!
Lord! Mes - si - ah, come and save From sin and  grave.
King  who claims the cross as throne—  Praise Him a - lone!
Christ!” The Lamb be praised a - gain! A - men! A - men!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Paul Liljestrand, 1931-2011
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
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