
Lessons and Carols Chapel Service – December 23 
(Plus Hymn sing) 

 
Genesis 3 Genesis 3 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And 

the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 

die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 

ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread, 



till you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the LORD 
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

 22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. 
Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23therefore 
the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 
24He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming 
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

Hymn: 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Genesis 22:15–18 Genesis 22:15–18 
 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I 

have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and 

as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

Hymn: 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LSB 621 

 

 



 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 

Tune: French, 17th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Isaiah 7:10–14 Isaiah 7:10–14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he 

said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
 

Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Isaiah 9:2–7 Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 



Hymn: 378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light LSB 378 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. "Lutheran Hymnal (Australia)", 1973 

Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Isaiah 11:1–2 Isaiah 11:1–2 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 



Hymn: 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): 

tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Micah 5:2–5 Micah 5:2–5 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 
When the Assyrian comes into our land 
 and treads in our palaces, 

then we will raise against him seven shepherds 
 and eight princes of men; 

 



Hymn: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Jeremiah 23:5–6 Jeremiah 23:5–6 
 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which 

he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
 

Hymn: 337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Tune: Welsh 

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 
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