Stand

St John, Apostle and Evangelist- December 27, 2026

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
(P) Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 92:1-5; antiphon: John 20:31
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These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,*
and that by believing you may have life | in his name.

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*



and your faithful- | ness by night,
to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*

at the works of your hands I | sing for joy.

How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,*

and that by believing you may have life | in his name.

LSB 187 Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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@ The Lord be with you.
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Sit

(] Let us pray.

Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed in
the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting life;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Revelation 1:1-6

in it, for the time is near.

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Revelation 1:1-6
'The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must
soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, *who bore witness to the

word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. *Blessed is the one who
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written



Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, *and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood ®and made us a kingdom, priests to
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 11; antiphon: v. 4a Psalm 11; antiphon: v. 4a

'In the LORD I take refuge;
how can you say to my soul,
“Flee like a bird to your mountain,
’for behold, the wicked bend the bow;
they have fitted their arrow to the string
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;
3if the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?”

“The LORD is in his holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in heaven,;
his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children of man.
*The LORD tests the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.
Let him rain coals on the wicked;
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.
’For the LORD is righteous;
he loves righteous deeds;
the upright shall behold his face.

1]John 1:1—2:2 1John 1:1—2:2

'That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— *the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— *that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also
to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. “And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. °If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth. 'But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. *If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. '’If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

"My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. *He is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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John 21:20-25
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

LSB 190

John 21:20-25

2Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been
reclining at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” ?*When
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” ??Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that
he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” #So the saying spread abroad among
the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but,
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

#This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things,
and we know that his testimony is true.

»Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.



And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: 523 O Word of God Incarnate LSB 523
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10O Word of God in - car-nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The Church from You, dear Mas-ter, Re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 O make Your Church, dear Sav-ior, A lamp of  bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed, un-chang-ing, O  Light of our dark sky:
And still that light is lift - ed O’er all the earth to shine.
To bear be - fore the na-tions Your true light as  of old!
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We praise You for the ra-diance That from the hal-lowed page,
It is  the chart and com - pass That, all life’s voy - age through,
O teach Your wan-d’ring pil - grims By this their path to trace
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A lan - tern to our foot-steps, Shines on from age to age.
Mid mists and rocks and quick-sands Still guides, O Christ, to You.
Till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, They see You face to face!

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Offertory
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LSB 192 Psalm 51:10-12
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Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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give thanks un - to the Lord, our

God.
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to do.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and
protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your
divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with
Your servant John, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 Matthew 6:9-13
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians
11:23-25
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(P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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He took the cup after sup- per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it

o9 Ol

to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

LSB 197 John 20:19

LSB 198 John 1:29
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

Distribution Hymn: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born  to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain . i
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 170788, alt
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47
Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
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1 On Christ-mas night all Chris - tians sing To hear the news the
2 Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since our Re-deem - er
3 When sin de - parts be - fore His grace, Then life and health come
4 All out of dark-ness we have light, Which made the an - gels
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LSB 377
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an - gels bring, On Christ - mas night all Chris - tians sing To
made us glad, Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since
in its place, When sin de - parts be - fore His grace, Then
sing this night, All out of dark - ness we have light, Which
T
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hear the news the an-gels bring, News of great joy, news of great
our Re-deem - er made us glad, When from our sin He set wus
life and health come in its place; An - gels and men with joy may
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God and peace to
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mirth, News of our mer - ci - ful King’s birth.
free, All for to gain our lib - er - ty?
sing, All for to see the new - born King.
men Now and for - ev - er - more. A - men.”
Text and tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain
Hymn: 389 Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise  our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an ecarth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives  us His realm, His
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a  hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

5 Heis aservant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door
To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.



To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.
A7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text (sts. 1, 3=7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis
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LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32



Thanksgiving LSB 200 Psalm 107:1
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
-
d - &
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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P The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Hymn to Depart: 517 By All Your Saints in Warfare
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1 By all Your saints n war - fare, For
2 For Your be - lovd dis - «c - ple Ex -
A 3 Then let us praise the Fa - ther  And
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all Your saints at rest, Your ho - ly name, O
iled to Pat - mos’ shore, And for his faith - ful
wor - ship God the Son And sing to God the
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Je - sus, For - ev - er - more be  blest! For
rec - ord, We praise  You ev - er - more, Praise
Spir - it, E - ter - nal Three in One, Till
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You have won the bat - tle That they might wear the
for the mys - tic vi - sion Through him to us re -
all the ran - somed num - ber Fall down be - fore the
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crown; And now they  shine in glo - ry
vealed; May we, in pa - tience wait - ing,
throne, As - crib - ing powr and glo - ry
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
With Your e - lect e sealed.
And praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 18231913, alt.

Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958

Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
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