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Dear friends in Christ,

As a church family, we find ourselves each and every fall, participating in what we have come to call our annual Stewardship or “Pledge” Campaign.  Separate from our current “Building Enhancement Campaign” that is encouraging above and beyond gifts for particular capital projects, the Pledge Campaign is the process we use each year to invite the congregation to prayerfully consider what your tithe (your regular giving) will be for the coming year.  We do this for a couple of reasons:

1. The Practical Purpose: Your pledge for your giving in the coming year allows us as the church’s Finance Committee to develop an operating budget for 2027.  This budget then prepares us to be able to faithfully and responsibly resource the ministries we have all become so passionate about.  

2. The Spiritual Purpose: The practice of generosity is a spiritual discipline, much like prayer, worship and serving our neighbors.  Not only does generosity connect us more closely to our gratitude for all that God has entrusted to us that we might share it, generosity also helps to connect our lives more intimately to the God’s generous nature.  

In other words, while the process of pledging and the act of giving have very practical purposes, the spiritual impact on our lives is remarkably healthy and fruitful!

In preparing for this year’s Pledge Campaign, I’ve been reflecting on a passage of scripture that I preached about way back in 2020!  The passage is from the Gospel of Matthew: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21 CEB).  In it’s larger context, it is a teaching from Jesus that reminds us that the people, places, things, ideas, etc. that are most important to us will always receive the bulk of our attention.  It doesn’t take a whole lot of effort to see that this is spot on true!
In the United Methodist Church, we name as part of our baptism and membership vows 5 “resources” that we are invited to share as Christians and as part of the church family.  They include: Time, Talents, Gifts, Service and Witness. 

We identify these 5 resources and invited members of Christ’s holy church to use them for the sake of ministry simply because of the truth that we discover in Matthew 6.  Where we place our treasure – our resources – it is there that we discover our hearts!  Beginning on September 20th and concluding on October 18th, I’m going to be sharing a sermon series called “Committed” during which we’ll explore each of these 5 ministry resources; again: Time, Talents, Gifts, Service and Witness.  

On Sunday, October 18th, we’ll celebrate “Commitment Sunday,” inviting you to bring and turn in your Pledge Card.  Please know that if you’d prefer to submit your pledge online or by mailing your pledge card to the church, you’re welcome to do that, too.  

Click here for an online pledge card
As you prayerfully consider your pledge for the coming year, whether you have pledged in the past, or perhaps this is your first time doing so, please know that your generosity is appreciated beyond what can be conveyed with words.  It is the collective generosity of this church family that allows us to continue to resource all aspects of our ministry, and you are no small part of that!  Thank you.

Peace,

Pastor Brian


