
Title: He Was Silent 
Bottom Line: Jesus stayed silent because paying for my sin was more important than saving His own 
life  
Note For the Bulletin: I would just put the 6 points, and put that the main texts today is Isaiah 53:7 NIV, 
John 18:1-14 NIV, Mark 14:55-15:5 NIV and Luke 23:4-25 NIV   

Jewish Seder Meal: A Passover Seder is a structured Jewish ritual feast, held on the first one or two 
nights of Passover, that commemorates the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt. It involves reading 
the Haggadah (story of Exodus), eating symbolic foods, drinking four cups of wine, and singing, usually in 
a home setting. 

John 18:1-14 NIV 
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other 
side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the 
place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a 
detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying 
torches, lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and 
asked them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas 
the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8 Jesus answered, 
“I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the 
words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, 
who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name 
was Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father 
has given me?” 12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested 
Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the 
high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good 
if one man died for the people. 

1. Before Annas (the Former High Priest) 

2. Before Caiaphas (the current High Priest) 

Mark 14:55-64 NIV 
55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could 
put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did 
not agree. 57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I 
will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with 
hands.’” 59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and 
asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against 
you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 63 The high priest tore his clothes. 
“Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you 
think?” They all condemned him as worthy of death. 

3. Before the Sanhedrin (Jewish High Council) 

Mark 15:1 NIV 
15 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole 
Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

4. Before Pilate (The Roman Ruler) 

Mark 15:2-5 NIV 
2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 3 The chief priests 
accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many 
things they are accusing you of.” 5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 



5. Before Herod (the Jewish Ruler) 

Luke 23:4-12 NIV 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this 
man.” 5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and 
has come all the way here.” 6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned 
that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see 
him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him 
with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law 
were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked 
him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became 
friends—before this they had been enemies. 

6. Before Pilate Again 

Luke 23:13-25 NIV 
13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought 
me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and 
have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as 
you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release 
him.” 17 (a) 18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 
(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 20 Wanting to 
release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 
For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no 
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 23 But with loud 
shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to 
grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and 
murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 

Isaiah 53:7 NIV 
7  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and 
like a sheep silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth. 

Prophecy #10: Silent when oppressed 
Prophecy #11: Like a lamb to slaughter


