
1st Thessalonians 
Firm in the Future 

  
  
Stand firm and be Encouraged 
  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, we do not 
want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have 
no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him.  According to the Lord’s word, we 
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who 
have fallen asleep.  

2 Corinthians 5:8 (KJV) We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with 
the Lord. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NIV) For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive 
and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 

Acts 9:7 (NIV) The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 



Acts 22:9 (NIV) My companions saw the light, but they did 
not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 

Lev 23:24 (NIV) “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the 
seventh month you are to have a day of sabbath rest, a 
sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. 

Numbers 10:2 (NIV) “Make two trumpets of hammered silver, 
and use them for calling the community together and for 
having the camps set out. 

1 Corinthians 15:52 (NIV) in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

John 14:1-4 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God; believe also in me.  My Father’s house has 
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where I am.  You know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 
  
  
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (NIV) For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal. 



 

Stand Firm Because He’s Coming Back 
  
  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 (NIV) Now, brothers and sisters, about 
times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief 
in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
  
  
Matthew 24:36-42 (NIV) “But about that day or hour no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;  and they 
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one 
will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding 
with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what 
day your Lord will come.  
  
  



Stand Firm because you have moved from Darkness to 
Light. 
  
  
1 Thessalonians 5:4-6 (NIV) But you, brothers and sisters, are 
not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a 
thief. You are all children of the light and children of the 
day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So 
then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be 
awake and sober. 
  
Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope.  And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 
  


