
Day One 
READ: Luke 19:1-10 (you can use the 

Adventure Bible, or look up NIrV online) 

RECAP 
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. He 
worked for the Roman government and 

he had made himself very rich, which 
made him pretty unpopular in his town. 

What’s worse, is that while he was 
getting richer, there were poor people in 

his town. He was getting rich off of the 
money from the poor! Zacchaeus 
needed forgiveness. From God 

especially, and also from those around 
him. Then Zacchaeus saw what Jesus 

was really offering—not a chance to host 
a fancy dinner with a celebrity. 

Forgiveness. And he scrambled out of 
the tree and took it. 

Questions 
What do you think was going through 
Zacchaeus’ mind when he was up in 

the tree looking down at Jesus? 
How do you think Zacchaeus felt that 

Jesus forgave him? 

prayer 
“Dear God, thank You for Your awesome 

gift of forgiveness. Please help us to 
live confidently knowing that You don’t 

hold our sins against us! Give us the 
grace we need to forgive others. Amen.”

Week FOUR Family Devotion:  
We BELIEVE GROWTH=CHANGE

Day TWO 
READ: LUKE 19:8-9 (you can use the 

Adventure Bible, or look up NIrV online) 

RECAP 
The kind of change Zacchaeus made is 
often called a “180,” meaning he turned 

180 degrees around and started going in 
the opposite direction than the one he 

was going. In other words, he went from 
taking people’s money to make himself 

rich to giving that money back and 
helping people. 

Questions 
Have you ever seen someone change 

that drastically in real life? 
What about in a movie or TV show? 

What is the biggest change you’ve made 
in the last year? 

 What changes on the outside as we 
grow up? What changes on the inside? 
 How do you know that something in 

your life needs to change? 

prayer 
“God, thank You for loving us no matter what. It 
doesn’t matter if we mess up a little or a lot, we 

know that You will forgive us. Thank You for 
offering forgiveness not just some of the time, 
but all of the time. Please help us to be brave 
enough to not only seek Your forgiveness, but 
also to seek forgiveness from those we have 

hurt.



Day three 
RECAP 

Names often have a special meaning, 
even if we don’t know it. The name 

“Zacchaeus” means holy and pure, which 
is not exactly what Zacchaeus was for a 

good part of his life. In Bible times, 
name meanings were very serious. 

Parents thought long and hard about the 
meaning of their children’s names—not 

just the sound or spelling. Parents chose 
names for their meanings. 

challenge 
 Let kids look up their names in the baby 

name books/apps. They can also look 
up friends’ and family members’ names. 

QUESTIONS 
If you had been Zacchaeus’ parents, 
what would you have named him?  

After he met Jesus, what changed in 
Zacchaeus’ life?  

Jesus called Zacchaeus into an 
opportunity to live up to his name—to 

become pure and forgiven, to be holy in 
how he treated his neighbors 

instead of just chasing money. How do 
you think Zacchaeus felt about his 

name after he met Jesus? 
Would you ever want to change your 

name—why or why not? 

prayer 
“Dear God, thank You that Your love and 

forgiveness can change us from the inside out. 
Please show us where we need to change so we 
can love others the way You love us. We love You 
and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Day FOUR 
READ: John 15:12 (you can use the 

Adventure Bible, or look up NIrV online) 

RECAP 
“My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you.” John 15:12 
God wants us to love others the way that 
He loves them. There may be times that 
you don’t like other people or want to 
love them. We don’t have to love them 
out of our own strength, instead we can 

love them with God’s help. 

QUESTIONS 
Who else do you think Zacchaeus invited 

to dinner with Jesus? 
Who else would YOU invite to your 

house if Jesus said He was coming over? 
If you could serve Jesus a special meal, 

what would it be? 

prayer 
Thank God for loving you. Ask God to 

help you grow and change into the 
person He wants you to be. 

Week FOUR Family Devotion:  
We BELIEVE GROWTH=CHANGE


