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For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 

During the month of February, there are numerous ways 
that we can experience love in our lives and our ministry 
together.  Some of those ways are perhaps superfluous.  
Others have a deeper meaning and are more significant in 

the long term.   

 

Most of us are aware that Valentine’s Day paraphernalia 
has been front and center in many stores since the Christ-
mas decorations were put away.  Although the proclamation of cards, flowers, candy, and stuffed animals is love, we know 
that such human love does not last forever. Certainly, such gifts from spouses, children, grandchildren, and significant 
others are important and appreciated.  Yet, we know that those relationships change over time and will some day come to 

an end, leaving us with a hole in our lives and a feeling of emptiness within us. 

 

The scripture from Romans 8 above reminds us that unlike our human experiences of love, God’s love for us will never 
end.  We will never be able to be separated from it.  No matter what comes our way in life, or in death, God’s love in Christ 
will be with us forever.  It is this love which fills the hole in our lives and the comforts the emptiness that we feel.  So, we 
seek in our lives to live by this love, and share it with others, so that they may be connected to God and his love in their 

lives as well.     

 

This month, we have a couple of opportunities to live in and share this love as a congregation.  

First is a fellowship event.  We will have a Mardi Gras Party on February 18 at Papacita’s.  Invite some friends to join you 
so that together we can have a evening of fun and conversation to build relationships with one another in Christ.  Please 

sign up in the narthex.   

 

Second, the liturgical season of Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on February 22.  Through the Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion, we are reminded of and experience God’s love for us.  This is the love from which we will 

never be separated.  This is the love that fills us and makes us whole.  This the love which lasts forever.   

 

I look forward to welcoming you and your friends in this love this month.  May we always be connected to God, one anoth-

er and the community through the love that God has for us in Jesus Christ. 

 

May God bless you! 

Pastor Jeff    
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Something to think about… 

by John Parsons, Director of Youth and Family 

Survivorship Bias 

 

I shared this story in youth group a few months ago as an illustration. I thought I would share it with the broader congregation as well.  

 

So, in World War 2, a group of statisticians were tasked with determining where America could strategically place extra armor onto fighter jets to 

better protect our troops. Their challenge was to put precisely what was needed, so that the additional armor would not make the planes too 

heavy or require more fuel.  They set about doing an analysis of a large group of battle-damaged planes that had returned home from Europe. 

They plotted out where all the bullet holes were. They determined that the fuselage of the jets was taking the most damage. So logically the 

group agreed that’s where they should put the extra armor. BUT one statistician disagreed. To the surprise of everyone, Abraham Wald told the 

group to put the armor where they weren’t finding bullet holes. It turned out that the engines of the jets were sustaining the most catastrophic 

damage. But those planes weren’t returning home. Hence, they weren’t being accounted for in the statistician’s analysis.  

This story led to the term, survivorship bias: The act of making a conclusion based off an incomplete set of data.  

But survivorship bias doesn’t just apply to planes. It also can apply to us. I share this story with you now, because recently, this was story 

brought into stark relief. As I found myself watching helplessly, as a young man heard horrible things being said about him. I watched as he sat 

silently on the bench just outside our chapel, tears in his eyes as he pulled a pair of headphones out of his bag. I watched as he placed the 

headphones, plugged into nothing, over his ears in a desperate attempt to drown out the words.  

That day, As the music didn’t play, I prayed for this young man.  

I prayed that the words he just heard, weren’t the final words spoken.  

I prayed that the words he just heard, weren’t the final conclusion.  

I prayed that, different, more positive words would soon fill his ears, and that those words would help form the final conclusion.  

But honestly, I pray that for all of us. Because I think we do that to ourselves far too often. We make assumptions about ourselves based on an 

incomplete set of data.  

Forgetting that while we have wounds, we survived.  

Forgetting that surviving doesn’t make us weak, it makes us strong.  

Forgetting that what one person says about us, isn’t the complete story.  

Forgetting that there is more data to input. 

Forgetting that the God of the universe thought enough of us to take the time to create us.  

So maybe, just maybe, it’s time to look for more inputs. Maybe, just maybe, it’s time listen to what God is saying about us.  

1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God. 

That is all 

John 
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Congregational  
meeting  

February 19th at 9:30 am  
All members are encouraged 

to attend. 

Mardi Gras Dinner 

Papacita’s Mexican  

   Restaurant private 

room with buffet 

February 18th  

6:00 pm 

$17 per person your  

payment is your RSVP! 

Sign-up in the narthex. 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 22 

February 22nd  is Ash Wednesday 

The Wednesday schedule for Lent: 

12:00 pm Worship 

5:00 pm Meal 

5:45 pm Bell Choir & Mentoring Plus 

6:15 pm Worship 

7:00 pm Choir & Youth Group 

Non-Perishable 

food items will be 

collected  

until February 12th 

at First  

Lutheran. 

Thank you! 

The church would like to thank our ushers: Ed 

Bero, Glenn Weiss, Rick Poland, Cecil Maxwell 

and Billy DeShazer, for all they do to keep Sun-

day mornings running smoothly. Whether they 

are handing out bulletins, taking up offering or 

getting assistance with a medical emergency, 

these men have been very helpful and we are 

grateful!  

First Lutheran Church’s Souper Bowl Food 
Drive donation  totals by year: 

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 

6,206 5,817 8,675 16,612 7,268 5,521 

 

 

 

 

Single Ladies Luncheon 

Feb 7th  1:00 pm @ Little Mexico 
Please RSVP to Carolyn Ramirez  
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The Unity and Diversity Committee will honor the two recipients at the 19th Annual Unity Honors 
Luncheon.  The luncheon will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Feb. 15 at the Maude Cobb Con-

vention Center. 

Mrs. Amanda Veasy of One Love Longview and  
Mr. Clent Holmes of Thrive Longview have been selected  

as the 2023 Unity Honors recipients. 

THERE ARE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE FLC TABLE,  
TALK TO PASTOR JEFF (903)295-7423 

Every Sunday:   

9:30 am studying the book of Ephesians  

6:00 pm studying the book of Mark 

 
Feb 7 & Feb 21 9:00 am Friendship Circle  

Feb 13 6:00 pm Dorcas Circle 

 
Feb 20 6:00 pm 3 B’s for Men 

 
Feb 11 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

February 14th 

BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday February 21 

6:00 pm at Books and  
Barrels 

For additional information 
contact Mary Stuart  
(903)738-3613  

Monday 

FEB 20    

6:00 pm 

Monday 

FEB 20    

6:00 pm 
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Non-Perishable food items are  
being collected until February 12th 
in the narthex at First Lutheran.  

Longview Community Ministries News 

Could YOU be a substitute Meals with Love 
driver?  We can ALWAYS utilize extra hands! 
Contact Jackie at  
Jackie.parr@longviewcommunityministries.org 
or call 903-753-3561 

903-753-3561 

First Lutheran Church’s Souper Bowl Food Drive donation totals by year: 

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 

6,206 5,817 8,675 16,612 7,268 5,521 
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FLC Quilters continue to work 

each week, meeting for  

fellowship and to make quilts 

for Lutheran World Relief. 

Each week, we have six to twelve ladies in the 

fellowship layering and tying quilts. Someone 

brings baked goods for our coffee break and we 

get to sit and visit with each other and the office 

staff, sharing news and prayer concerns.  

Quilting is open to everyone! We can find a spot 

for you. We meet Wednesdays from 10:00 AM 

until about noon.  

 

Friendship Circle is a bible 

study and prayer group for 

women that meets the first 

and third Tuesdays of each month, 9:00-11:00 

AM. In January, we began a study of the Ten 

Commandments, looking in depth at the first 

two. We will delve into the third and fourth com-

mandments in February. It is never too late to 

join, so come be a part of a loving, supportive 

group of women. We meet in the classroom by 

the office, and we always have coffee! 

A NOTE FROM: 

THANK YOU! 

Pastor Jeff and the people of First, 

Thank you for your most recent gift* 

and because it was part of our “Ripple 

Effect” campaign, your generosity was 

doubled. As need is dramatically  

increasing around the world, you are 

helping to alleviate suffering and  

create a more just world. 

Thank you. 

Grace & Peace,  

Rev. Tim Krick 

 

*Note: The Lent & Christmas offerings in 

2022 were designated for Lutheran 

World Relief.  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  
10:00 am Quilters 
5:30 pm Dinner 
5:45 pm Bell Choir 
5:45 pm Mentoring 
6:00 pm  
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Choir & 
Youth Group 

2 
 
3:30 pm Success 
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness 
Class 

3 
 

4 

February 2023 

5 
8:15 am Worship 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Choir 
10:45 am Worship 
& Children’s 
Church 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 

6 
8:00 am Home-
school Group 
9:30 am Staff 
Meeting 

7 
9:00 am Friendship 
Circle 
3:30 pm Success  
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness Class 
6:30 pm Recovery 
Group 

8 
10:00 am Quilters 
5:30 pm Dinner 
5:45 pm Bell Choir 
5:45 pm Mentoring 
6:00 pm  
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Choir & 
Youth Group 

9 
3:30 pm Success 
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness 
Class 

10 
 

11 
8:00 am Trash 
Pick up day with 
Scouts 
8:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast 
9:30 am  Classy 
Quilters 

12 
Souper Bowl 
Sunday Food Drive 
8:15 am Worship 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Choir 
10:45 am Worship 
& Children’s 
Church 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study  

13 
8:00 am Home-
school Group 
9:30 am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00 pm  Dorcas 
Circle 
 

14       Valentines Day 
 
11:30 am Stew Pot 
3:30 pm Success   
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness Class 
6:00 pm Brain Injury 
Group 
6:30 pm Recovery 
Group 
 

15 
10:00 am Quilters 
12:00 pm Unity 
Luncheon 
5:30 pm Dinner 
5:45 pm Bell Choir 
5:45 pm Mentoring 
6:00 pm  
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Choir & 
Youth Group 

16 
3:30 pm Success 
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness 
Class 
6:30 pm 
Council meeting  

17 
 

18 
 
6:00 pm Mardi 
Gras Party @ 
Papacitas 

19 
8:15 am Worship 
9:30 am 
Congregational 
Meeting 
10:00 am Choir 
10:45 am Worship 
& Children’s 
Church 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 

20 
8:00 am Home-
school Group 
9:30 am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00 pm 3 B’s 
for Men and 
Bunco group 

21 Newsletter Deadline 
9:00 am Friendship 
Circle 
3:30 pm Success  
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness Class 
6:30 pm Recovery 
Group 
6:30 pm Book Club 

22                   ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

10:00 am Quilters 
12:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm Dinner 
5:45 pm Bell Choir 
5:45 pm Mentoring 
6:15 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Choir & 
Youth Group 

23 
3:30 pm Success 
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness 
Class 

24 
 

25 
9:00 am Scouts 
Pine Wood Derby 
12:00 pm Scouts 
Blue & Gold 
Luncheon 

26 
8:15 am Worship 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
10:00 am Choir 
10:45 am Worship 
& Children’s 
Church 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 

27 
8:00 am Home-
school Group 
9:30 am Staff 
Meeting 
10:15 am Meals 
with Love 

28 
11:00 am Meals/Love 
11:30 am Stew Pot 
3:30 pm Success  
Center 
5:30 pm Fitness Class 
6:30 pm Recovery 
Group 
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 

The Leo & Melba Sparkman Memorial Scholarship 

In honor and memory of Leo and Melba Sparkman, a $500 annual college 

scholarship has been established for members of First Lutheran Church who 

are high school students planning to attend college upon graduation. Melba 

loved to encourage young people to pursue further education after high 

school, so her memory will be honored in this scholarship through the  

generosity of friends and family who contributed to the memorial fund.    

Applications are available through the church office.  These must be returned 

by May 12, 2023 with a transcript, teacher recommendation, statement of 

needs and future aspirations.   
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Like us on Social Media 

 

 

Readers for Sunday Morning Worship 

February 8:15 am 10:45 am 

5 Hilda Vale Aidan Morrow 

12 Deb Butts Belinda Walenta 

19 John Parsons Beverly Bell 

26 Bill Anderson Teresa DeShazer 

February Set up:               Altar Guild   Clean Up: 

5 Ramirez/Brown Lucy Maxwell 

12 Bob & Barbara Linthicum Teresa DeShazer 

19 Gloria Bero Leslie Jenkins 

22 Ash Wednesday Gloria Bero  

26 Ed Bero Eva Touchstone 

February Offering Counters 

5 Cole Paschall Rachel Grundmann 

12 Roger Lineberry Lakeita Walker 

19 Mike Gentsch Gayle Poland 

26 Teresa DeShazer Julia Harris 

Church Staff  2023 Church Council 

Jeffrey Borgwardt Pastor Cole Paschall, President Mike Gentsch, Vice President 

Donna Ashby Dir. Of Music Rachel Grundmann, Secretary Julia Harris, Treasurer 

John Parsons Dir. Of Youth & Family Gayle Poland Relationship with Community 

Tina Sewell Secretary  Lakeita Walker Relationship with God 

Teresa DeShazer Bookkeeper Roger Lineberry Relationship with one another 


