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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 
 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation. 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Are you having trouble hearing the sermon? 

An assistive listening system is available in our sanctuary. 

You may select a receiver from the basket in the rear of the  

sanctuary, near the sound booth; please return it following worship. 

There are printed copies of the sermon available in the narthex near the bulletins 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License A-735793 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JUNE 14, 2026              8:15 am & 10:45 am 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to worship, we are glad that God has brought us together today! If you are visiting us today, 
please fill out a card to receive more information about First Lutheran Church. The cards are in the 
narthex near the bulletins or from an usher or staff member.  
 
NURSERY 
Children 3 and under are invited to our staffed nursery. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH  
Children up to 5th grade are invited to attend Children’s Church. Meet the leader at the back of the 
sanctuary. The children meet in the chapel and will return to the service just before Holy Communion. 
 
PRELUDE    A Shield About Me      The Chancel Choir 
  
Please stand. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us make personal confession of our sin. 
 
Silence kept for reflection. 
 
Let us confess our sin together. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
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In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

The sharing of the peace is a time for us to be reconciled with one another 
 through the peace, love, and forgiveness of Christ.  

The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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OPENING HYMN           ELW 526 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our 
hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim 
the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated  
 
HYMN             ELW 509 

 
BLESSING OF THE LECTOR 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from you. Bless our lector 
who will read to us the scriptures. Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
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FIRST READING: EXODUS 19:2 – 8a 
 
2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; 
Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the 
mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. 
Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are 
the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
  7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that 
the Lord had commanded him. 8a The people all answered as one, “Everything that the Lord has spoken 
we will do.” 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1 – 8   

 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 
God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But 
God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Setting 10 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35 – 10:8   
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, 
and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, 
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse 
those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
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SERMON    Is Nothing in Life Free?    Donna Ashby  
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Please stand. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           TFF 187 
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NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy  
Congregational response: Hear our prayer 
 
Receive our prayers…in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM  It Is Well With My Soul    Ted Greene 
 
Please stand.  
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  
As the gifts are presented, the congregation sings.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
(In the absence of our pastor, the communion elements have been previously blessed for distribution this 
morning.) 
 
We gather together today as a community to share in the meal that our Lord shared with his disciples on 
the night of his betrayal. 
The bread and wine, the true body and blood of Christ is given for us to experience God’s presence and 
gift of his forgiveness and grace in our lives. 
All are invited. All are welcome. Come and share in Christ’s presence 
 
Let us join together in praying the Lord’s Prayer as we prepare to receive this gift.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . .  
 
Please be seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
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COMMUNION SONG           ELW 336 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 
 
 



-LP 19- 
 

 
           ELW 461 
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Please stand. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, may share your love freely,  
as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN            ELW 595 

 
 
Go in peace. We are formed and loved by Christ to live! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Monday, June 15 Tuesday, June 16 Wednesday, June 17 

6:00 pm 3 B’s for Men 

6:00 pm Bunco 

11:15 am Stew Pot 

4:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:00 pm Book Club 

6:30 pm Family Improvement 

6:30 pm Spiritual Journey 

10:00 am Quilters  
 

Thursday, June 18 Friday, June 19 Saturday, June 20 

4:30 pm Fitness Class  
 

  

Sunday, June 21 Volunteer Schedule  

this week: June 14 

Volunteer Schedule  

next week: June 21 

8:15 am Worship with Holy 

Communion, and Children’s 

Church. 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship with Holy 

Communion, and Children’s  

Church. 
 

Lector:  

8:15 am: Ranette Carter 

10:45 am: Belinda Walenta 

Communion:  

Set up: Carolyn Ramirez 

Clean Up: Lucy Maxwell 

Offering Counters:  

Jenn Belcourt & Rachel 

Grundmann 

Lector:  

8:15 am: Beverly Bell 

10:45 am: Vivian McElligott 

Communion:  

Set up: Carol & Ray Bird 

Clean Up: Teresa DeShazer &  

Randi McRae 

Offering Counters:  

Arlene Hicks & Leslie Jenkins 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT WEEK: 

Readings for in preparation for Sunday, June 21 

Jeremiah 20:7-13; Psalm 69; Romans 6:1-11; Matthew 1:1-16 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Bibles, Buddies & Beverages 

Men’s Fellowship 

June 15th 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

  

  

June 16 @ 6:00 pm 

discussing the book  

The Bridge of San Luis (1927) 

Monday, June 15  
@ 6:00 pm  

Church Café 

Please RSVP to Ranette Carter 903-917-2436 
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Sunday, July 5th  

Dinner & Celebration 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

RSVP on the sign-up sheet 

In the narthex 

Day Camp  

July 13 - 17 
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Weekly First Lutheran Happenings 

 
 

Do you know a family that is struggling 

with managing all that life brings? Invite 

them to join our Family Improvement class 

where practical teaching helps parents and 

families build better lives! Contact John 

Parsons for more information 903-295-7423. 

 

FAMILY IMPROVEMENT MEAL 

One of the things that makes the Family 

Improvement class work so well for families is 

that we serve them a meal (cooking is not 

required). We need volunteers to help provide 

a meal. Those who are willing to help in this 

way, please contact the church office or 

Donna Louvier who is coordinating the meals  

(903-399-8553) or donnalouvier@gmail.com 

 

Classes offered on  
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am 

• Reflective Bible Study 
Led by Vivian McElligott 
 

• Study of the book of Genesis  
Led by Kevin Bond 

• The Augsburg Confession 
Led by Pastor Jeff & Bill Anderson 
beginning May 31 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

  

 

NEW MINISTRY AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

We are reaching out to our post-high school and young adults. We want to include them in our 

Wednesday evening faith lessons and activities, beginning this Fall. 

If you have a heart, an interest or a calling to be part of creating this important ministry,  

please contact Pastor Jeff or John Parsons. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us 
 
FLC Members 
Zoie Perry is having chemotherapy for breast cancer.  
Paula Kaplan has been admitted to Hospice care. 
Pray for the children and teens who attend our church and The Success Center. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
Pray for the homebound of our church and their caregivers. 
 Jane Bailey  Robert Kohnfelder    

Durwin Sewell  Bruno Schueler 
 Mary Ann Gamel  Chuck & Paula Kaplan   
 Patty Lowe  Johnnie Owens  

Joseph Carlson Albert Holmen 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
The homeless 
 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Air Force, Ft. Meade, MD   Terrina Anderson – White House Military Office 
Timothy Martin – Navy                                            Hannah Perry – Army, San Antonio, Tx 

 
 

  

mailto:prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
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GOSPEL MESSAGE     

June 14, 2026  

Compassion as Proclamation 

When Jesus instructed his followers to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers” (Matthew 9:38), 

his disciples might not have expected that the sending would happen so quickly, or that they would be the 

ones sent. The job of harvest laborers might seem straightforward enough: Recognize the gifts, the fruit, 

and use them to advance the good news of God’s work. But what prompts Jesus to tell the disciples to ask 

God for laborers is that he sees people who are “harassed and helpless” (v. 36) and is moved to 

compassion. That movement prompts us to consider that compassion is not merely a feeling that is held, 

but an energy that reaches out through us to others. 

Congregational mission statements and our Sunday liturgy commonly reinforce that the faithful are sent 

into the world proclaiming the good news of God in Christ. The scriptures stress the importance of 

connecting oral proclamation with meaningful action, lest proclamation become merely lip service. While 

proclaiming the gospel might seem broad and difficult to narrow down into our many daily interactions and 

tasks, the guiding principle of compassion provides a touchpoint. 

The disciples’ message that God’s kingdom has come near is accompanied by actions meant to alleviate 

suffering. When we gather as a people of faith, we receive God’s compassion in Christ that extends 

through the Lord’s supper and unites us in fellowship. In our prayers we are attentive to personal, local, 

and broad requests, asking God to receive and keep them in God’s care. These acts of worship can 

prepare us to extend the compassion given to us into our personal conversations and interactions with 

others. When we ask how we can be led by compassion, we are asking how we can proclaim the good 

news of God in Christ. 
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Assisting In Worship Today 

Celebrant: Jeffrey Borgwardt 

Musicians: Donna Ashby, Pat Mueller  

and The Chancel Choir 

Live Stream: 8:15 am Deb Butts,  

Eric Chandler, and Daniel Chandler 

10:45 am: Diane Borgwardt 

Lectors: 

8:15 am: Beverly Bell 

10:45 am: Vivian McElligott 

 

Church Staff 

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  

Donna Ashby, Director of Music 

John Parsons, Dir. of Family and Outreach Min. 

Tina Sewell, Secretary 

Rachel Keiser, Bookkeeper 

Steve Howie, Facilities Coordinator 

 

2026 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Beverly Bell (President) 

Randy Cathey (Vice-President) 

Arlene Hicks (Secretary) 

Ranette Carter (Treasurer) 

Jenn Belcourt (Relationship with God) 

Johnny Davis (Relationship with Community) 

Mary Stuart (Relationship with One Another) 

 

3901 Bill Owens Parkway 

Longview, Texas 75605 

903-295-7423  

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 

www.FirstLutheran.us 

 

We receive gifts for the mission of the 

congregation and the Church in the world. An 

offering plate is available in the back of the 

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card you 

may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate or by 

scanning the QR code below 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the following 

ministries of our denomination and community 

with financial, volunteer, and food offerings: 

 Longview Community Ministries 

Newgate Mission 

Living Water International 

Lutheran World Relief  

Lutheran Disaster Response 

For more information on how to get involved 

contact the church office (903)295-7423. 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

