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May 2026 Newsletter 

 

 
Saturday, May 2nd    1:00 pm 

In the fellowship hall 
 

Bring a Salad to share. 
 

RSVP on the sign-up sheet 
 in the narthex.  

You may text or call Renea, also.  
 

For more information contact  
Renea 903-215-0554 

  

12:00 pm 
Gregg County  

Courthouse Lawn 



 2 

 

 

[The Church] is the assembly of all believers among whom 

the Gospel is preached in its purity and the Holy Sacra-

ments are administered according to the Gospel. (from The 

Augsburg Confession, Article 7) 

 

The Augsburg Confession is one of the primary confession-

al documents of the Lutheran Church.  It was written in 

1530 by one of Luther’s colleagues named Philip  

Melancthon.  The purpose was to clarify the position of the reformers against the established church in 

Rome. 

 

The article referenced above is important for us because it gives the basic definition of what the church is. 

The church is an entity which is focused on the proclamation of God’s Word and the celebration of the Sac-

raments.  That’s it!   What about all of the other things that the church, or our congregation specifically, 

does? 

 

Serving others in our community and around the world is an important part of our congregational identity.  

Whether it is collecting food, serving meals, tutoring children, sewing quilts, funding water wells, or any of 

the other things that we do as a congregation, it is part of who we are.  However, according to our confes-

sional documents, those things are not what define the the church.  It is Word and Sacrament which defines 

the church.  What that means is that Word and Sacrament nurture us in our call to serve in the community, 

as an outreach as the church.  It is our relationship with God that drives our work of service to one another 

and the community around us.    

 

I have given this brief introduction to the Augsburg Confession (Article 7) because we have the opportunity 

to study the entirety of this confessional document beginning at the end of this month.  Bill Anderson and I 

will be co-leading a Sunday morning class on the Augsburg Confession beginning at 9:30 on May 31 

(ending in December...yes, it is a large document!).  Please sign up on the sheet on the sign-up counter in 

the narthex, so that we will have enough books for everyone.  

 

Be the church this month friends! 

 

Pastor Jeff 
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Bibles, Buddies & Beverages 

Men’s Fellowship  

May 18th @ 6:00 pm 

FLC Fellowship Hall 

Relationship with  
God 

May 9th @ 8:00 am 
FLC Fellowship Hall 

May 5th and May 19th 

 9:30 am 

Monday Evening May 11th 

6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Adult Classes offered on  

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am 

 

 Reflective Bible Study  

Led by Vivian McElligott. 

 

 Study of the book of Genesis  

Led by Kevin Bond 

1st and 3rd Monday of each month. 

 
A big THANK YOU 

To everyone who came to 

the Altar Guild workday to 

prep for Easter weekend!  

SUNDAY NIGHT  

BIBLE STUDY 

6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Taught by Dr. Martin Batts 
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Relationship with  
One Another  

COME JOIN THE FLC QUILTING GROUP!  

WEDNESDAYS @ 10:00 AM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Monday, May 18  
@ 6:00 pm  

Church Café 

   Meeting May 5th @ 1:00 pm  
at Divine Catering 

1310 South Mobberly, Longview 

Ladies Group 

Tuesdays & 

Thursdays 

4:30—5:30 pm 

Fellowship 

Hall 

On May 26th  

discussing the book  

The Women by Kristin Hannah 

  

  

  

  

The Classic Quilters Group 

meets on Saturday, May 9th in 

the activity room. See Susan 

Kay Smith for  

information. 
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Relationship with  
Community  

Tuesday, May 12th 
6:00 pm  
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
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Those who want to help with our Campership Fund for kids going to Camp Chrysa-

lis please use the blue envelopes in the hymnal racks in each pew. 

 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY  

The Leo & Melba Sparkman Memorial Scholarship In honor and memory of Leo and Melba 

Sparkman, an annual college scholarship has been established for members of First Luther-

an Church who are high school students planning to attend college upon graduation. 

 

Applications are available through the church office. These must be returned by May 15 with 

a transcript, teacher recommendation, statement of needs and future aspirations. 

In Other News... 

Save the Date 

Day Camp at FLC 

July 13—17  
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And now a word from the Church Council... 
FLC Council Moments – NOT Minutes 

One of this year’s goals for the FLC Council is to “Improve member involvement.” To that end, the Council feels it is 

important to communicate to all of you what we are discussing at our monthly meetings and how we are moving for-

ward.  What follows is general information about what we are discussing, planning and doing –  

 Do you know that our average Sunday Worship attendance is 115 to 120 for both services?  There are 

about 400 to 450 people who enter the doors of FLC each week to participate in worship and other activities 

at our Church: 

 FLC Book Club; Bunco; 3 B’s; Boy Scouts; two weekday women’s Bible studies; Family Improvement 

which includes a meal; The Spiritual Journey; Brain Injury Support, FLC Tutoring classes twice a 

week for about 50 children each Tuesday and Thursday; Wednesday evening dinner, Mentoring 

Plus, Confirmation and Youth Group classes to however many kids show up… it’s hard to count how 

many sometimes.  

 

 Do you know that FLC sends out volunteers into the community every month? Taking Meals with Love to 

homebound individuals; providing two Bible classes at the House of Hope Women’s Shelter; serving  

breakfast and lunch at Newgate Mission several times monthly and dinner at House of Hope at least once a 

month. A new ministry is reaching out to homebound members and visits to bring companionship to them.  

 

Adults, children, members, and non-members worshiping and learning together. This is who we are in God – doing 

His Work, with our Hands. Our members are involved, but we always welcome more of you to join in. 

 Are you interested in helping give rides to individuals who need a ride to worship services? Please contact 

John Parsons and he’ll help you out – we need you. 

 

Additional Council business: 

 FLC is in the process of hiring a new Bookkeeper. Karen Smith has submitted her resignation but will stay in 

the position until a new Bookkeeper is hired. 

 The Council approved the updating of computers for the Church. Many of the computers are outdated and 

not able to handle the technology we need. Older computers will be repositioned in the Church to meet cur-

rent unmet needs. 

 Pastor and Staff will meet with Bishop Gronberg on May 4th to present to him FLC’s Home Improvement  

program, suggesting that it may be a viable program for additional churches in the NT/NL Synod. 

 We continually discuss the needs of FLC members. 
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Church Staff 

Jeffrey Borgwardt Pastor 

Donna Ashby Dir. Of Music 

John Parsons Family & Outreach 

Tina Sewell Office Administrator 

Karen Smith Bookkeeper 

Steve Howie Facilities Coordinator 

Sunday Morning Volunteer Schedule 

 Lector 8:15  Lector 10:45  

5/3/2026 Beverly Bell Leslie Jenkins 

5/10/2026 Ed Bero Bill Anderson 

5/17/2026 Carolyn Ramirez Jim meyer 

5/24/2026 Rick Poland Stacey Keener 

5/31/2026 John parsons Cathleen Potichko 

    Set up:                 Altar Guild         Clean Up: 

5/3/2026 Carolyn Ramirez Lucy Maxwell 

5/10/2026 Carol & Ray bird Teresa DEShazer & Randi McRae 

5/17/2026 Gloria Bero Eva Touchstone 

5/24/2026 Ed Bero Leslie Jenkins 

5/31/2026 Donna & Joe Louvier Leslie Jenkins 

  Offering Counters 

5/3/2026 Jenn Belcourt Arlene Hicks 

5/10/2026 Deb Butts Mary Stuart 

5/17/2026 Rachel Grundmann Bill Anderson 

5/24/2026 Randy Cathey Johnny Davis 

5/31/2026 Diann Greifenkamp Peri Topel 

2026 Church Council 

Beverly Bell President 

Randy Cathey Vice Pres 

Arlene Hicks Secretary 

Ranette Carter Treasurer 

Jenn Belcourt Relationship/God 

Johnny Davis Relationship/Community 

Mary Stuart Relationship/One Another 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

20 26 
1 2 

1:00 pm  WELCA Spring 
Tea in the Fellowship Hall M A Y 

3 

8:15 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

9:30 am Sunday School   

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

6:00 pm  Bible Study 

4 

FLC Office Closed 
Staff at Synod Office 

 

 

5 

9:30 am Friendship Circle 

1:00 pm Birds of a Feather 

3:30-5:30 pm Success Center 

4:30 pm-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:30 pm Family Improvement 

6:30 pm Spiritual Journey 

Scouts of America 

6 

10:00 am Quilters 

5:00-6:00 pm  Dinner 

5:45 pm Bell Choir  

6:00 pm Mentoring Plus & 
Youth group 

7:00 pm Youth Activity Hour 

7:00 pm Choir 

7 

12:00 pm National Day of 
Prayer @ Gregg County 
Courthouse lawn. 

3:30-5:30 pm Success Center 

4:30-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

8 

 

9 

7:00 pm Serve Breakfast at 
Newgate Mission 

8:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast  

10:00 am Classic Quilters 

10 

8:15 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

9:30 am Sunday School   

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

6:00 pm  Bible Study 

11 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

4:30 pm Serve Dinner at 
House of Hope 

6:00 pm Dorcas Circle 

 

 

12 

11:15 am Serve lunch at  
Newgate Mission Stew Pot 

4:30 pm-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:00 pm  Traumatic Brain Injury 
Group 

6:30 pm Spiritual Journey 

6:30 pm Family Improvement 

Scouts of America 

13   

10:00 am Quilters 

5:00-6:00 pm  Dinner 

5:45 pm Bell Choir  

6:00 pm Mentoring Plus & 
Youth group 

7:00 pm Youth Activity Hour 

7:00 pm Choir 

14 

 

3:30-5:30 pm Success Center 

4:30-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

 

15 

 

16 

17 

8:15 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

9:30 am Sunday School   

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

6:00 pm  Bible Study 

18 

9:30 am Staff 
Meeting 

6:00 pm 3 B’s for Men 

6:00 pm Bunco 

19 

9:30 am Friendship Circle 

11:15 am Serve Lunch at  

Newgate Mission Stew Pot 

4:30 pm-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:00 pm Book Club 

6:30 pm Spiritual Journey 

6:30 pm Family Improvement 

Scouts of America 

20 

10:00 am Quilters 

5:45 pm Bell Choir  

7:00 pm Choir 

21 

4:30-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:30 pm Council Meeting 

22 

 

23 

12:00 pm—4:00 pm 

Private Event in the Fellow-

ship Hall 

24 / 31 

8:15 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

9:30 am Sunday School   

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship 

& Children’s Church 

6:00 pm  Bible Study 

25 

Memorial Day Observed 

FLC Office Closed 

10:00 am Meals with Love 

26 

11:00 am Meals with Love 

11:15 am Serve Lunch at  

Newgate Mission Stew Pot 

3:30-5:30 pm Success Center 

4:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:30 pm Spiritual Journey 

6:30 pm Family Improvement 

Scouts of America 

27 

10:00 am Quilters 

5:00-6:00 pm  Dinner 

5:45 pm Bell Choir  

6:00 pm Mentoring Plus & 
Youth group 

7:00 pm Youth Activity Hour 

7:00 pm Choir 

28 

4:30-5:30 pm Fitness Class 

29 30 


