
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 2, 2022 
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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation. 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the 
following ministries of our denomination 
and community: 

Longview Community Ministries 
Newgate Mission 
Texas Ramps Project 
Living Water International 
Lutheran World Relief  
Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Any time you would like to contribute to 
these ministries, you may label your 
offering as such, and the church office will 
forward the money to the appropriate 
place. 
 

 

 

 
 

An assistive listening system is available 

in our sanctuary. This is a state of the art 

system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and 

delivers great sound quality.   

You may select a receiver from the basket 

in the rear of the sanctuary, near the 

sound booth; please return it following 

worship.  
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 2, 2022  8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

 
PRELUDE    Amazing Love 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
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Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  

 
 
 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When 
we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1 – 4; 2:1 – 4   
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 
 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4So the law becomes slack 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous— 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come, it will not delay. 
 4Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faith. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1 – 14    
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ 
Jesus, 
 2To Timothy, my beloved child: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I 
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I 
may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift 
of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, 
but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in 
suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, 
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit living in us.. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 17:5 – 10    
 
The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 
you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the 
field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare 
supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do 
you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you 
were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Jeff Borgwardt  
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Please stand  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy  
Congregational response:  Hear our prayer 
 
Gathered together…through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 

 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
Please be seated. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM    
Please stand 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  
As the gifts are presented, the congregation sings.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . . 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
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COMMUNION SONG  
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Please join in singing the distribution hymn.  

 
 

 
Please stand 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
 
God of abundance, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May the Lord bless you and keep you 
May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you 
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 

 
 
Go in peace. We are formed and loved by Christ to Live! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License 
#3104770 
 
One License A-735793 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Sunday Evening Bible Study 

 w/ Martin Batts 

Sunday, October 2nd at 6:00 pm 

Studying the book of Luke. 

All are welcome 

 

Flowers on the altar today are 

given by Allison Derry in  

memory of Myrle Larson’s 

birthday. 

SINGLE LADIES LUNCHEON 

A time for single women to fellowship, support 

each other, strengthen current friendships as 

well as making new ones. This group is for 

women of all ages who are widowed, divorced 

or single.  

We will meet on October 4th  

(First Tuesday Monthly) at 1:00 pm at  

Milano’s Restaurant 1405 W. Loop 281 

Longview. 

Please RSVP to Carolyn Ramirez  

903-234-8877 or Mary Stuart 903-738-3613. 

SOMETHING NEW IS COMING OCTOBER 9TH  

The Sunday morning refreshments will be 

moved into the room next to the choir room. 

There will be tables and chairs set up for our 

own FIRST LUTHERAN CAFÉ. Come early for 

worship or linger a little after to take advantage 

of this space for some fellowship and a bite to 

eat! 

FLC BELL CHOIR 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday,  

October 5th at 5:45 pm 

Former bell ringers as well as  

new bell ringers welcome!! 

See Donna Ashby, Director of Music  

for more information 
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October 29, 2022                5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
 

Please Sign up Here for our biggest  
community outreach of the year! 

 
We need people! 

Workers for the games in the building 

Parking attendants 

A candy distribution/refill team 

And most of all 

Decorated trunks!!! 

Our goal is to have a record-breaking                        trunks!! 

(a prize is awarded for the best decorated trunk) 

 
 
 
 
 

20 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT WEEK: 

Monday, October 3 Tuesday, October 4 Wednesday, October 5 

8:30 am Homeschool 

Group 

9:30 am Church Staff 

Meeting 

 

9:00 am Friendship Circle 

1:00 pm Single Ladies 

Luncheon 

3:30 pm Success Center 

5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:30 pm BB Recovery 

Group 

10:00 am Quilters 

5:30 pm Family Dinner 

5:45 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

6:00 pm Mentoring Plus & 

Confirmation 

7:00 pm Choir &  

Youth Group 

Thursday, October 6 Friday, October 7 Saturday, October 8 

3:30 pm Success Center 

5:30 pm Fitness Class 

WSO Ladies Retreat 

weekend 

Pastor Jeff & Diane Borgwardt’s  

28th wedding anniversary. 

Sunday, October 9 Volunteer Schedule  

next week: October 2 

Volunteer Schedule  

next week: October 9 

8:15 am Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Bible Study 

10:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship w/ 

Holy Communion 

 

Lector:  

8:15 am: Donna Ashby 

10:45 am: Mike Gentsch 

Communion:  

Set up: Carolyn Ramirez 

Clean Up: Lucy Maxwell 

Offering Counters: 

Cole Paschall 

Leslie Jenkins 

Lector:  

8:15 am: John Parsons 

10:45 am: Diane Honey 

Communion:  

Set up: Ed & Doris Bero 

Clean Up: Teresa DeShazer 

Offering Counters: 

Vivian McElligott 

Rachel Grundmann 
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The August Financial Report was inadvertently omitted from the newsletter. 
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Prayer Needs 
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us 
 
FLC Members 
The Shen family is in need of prayers of comfort following the death of Hong’s mother, Wendy on 
September 5th and Dawn’s mother, Diana died on September 8th. 
Dolores Vanderslice is having radiation treatments during September. 
Jenn Belcourt will begin treatments for non-Hodgkin Lymphoma soon. 
Phyllis Kendrick, who is having treatments for esophageal cancer.  
Edie Landinger is still having pain in her shoulder. 
Paula Kaplan is in need of healing, strength, wisdom and peace. 
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength. 
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type. 
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Former members, Linda & Dennis Martin and Chuck & Mary Black who live in Florida and have been 
affected by the recent hurricane. As well, as all of the other people impacted by the storm.  
Joyce Hanson, Deb Paschall’s cousin, has cancer.  
Carter Smith, friend of Cole Paschall, is having a recurrence of Leukemia. 
Rachel Paschall, daughter in law of Cole and Deb Paschall, who has MS. 
Healing for those suffering with COVID, and protection for those at risk. 
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
The homeless 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Air Force, Seoul, South Korea  
Terrina Anderson – U.S. Army Norfolk, VA 
Timothy Martin – Navy  
 
  

mailto:prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
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October 2, 2022 

Less Is More 

“Increase our faith!” cry the disciples in today’s gospel (Luke 17:5). Maybe you have come to worship with 

the same hope. Our world and lives are full of challenges that constantly test our limits—the limits of our 

patience, our love, our hope, our capacity for justice and mercy. Wouldn’t it be nice to have as much of 

those things as possible? Wouldn’t that allow us to fix this broken world? 

But Jesus’ response is exactly the opposite—when it comes to faith, he tells his disciples to think small—

like the size of a minuscule mustard seed. While that may not sound like enough, it will be if we can let go 

of thinking we are in control. The power of faith, Jesus tells us, does not come from the quantity we 

possess; it comes from placing our trust in the one who possesses everything. 

If our trust shifts from God to ourselves, no amount of faith will ever be enough. God did not make us to be 

masters, so when we place ourselves in that position, anxiety and overwhelm are sure to follow. Instead, 

Christ calls us to be servants of an abundance that we will never possess or control. This is the 

abundance of God’s kingdom—where faith, hope, and love exist without limit. Even the smallest amount of 

trust in this abundance is enough because it pins our hearts and hopes on the one who is truly in control. 

The things this assembly of faith-seekers will offer one another today are small, but with just a mustard 

seed of faith they can be so much more. Here, simple human words can become the vessels of the divine 

Word, bringing healing and transformation to our lives. Here, drops of water can wash away sins and 

create heirs to God’s kingdom. Here, bread and wine can become the food that offers us life everlasting 

through Christ’s victory over death. 
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Assisting In Worship Today 

Celebrant: Rev. Jeff Borgwardt 

Musicians: Donna Ashby, Pat Mueller 

and The Chancel Choir 

Lectors: 

8:15 am: Donna Ashby 

10:45 am: Mike Gentsch  

Flowers: Debbie Sadler 

 

Church Staff 

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  

Donna Ashby, Director of Music 

John Parsons, Dir. of Youth and Family Min. 

Tina Sewell, Secretary 

Teresa DeShazer, Bookkeeper 

 

2022 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Vivian McElligott (President) 

Cole Paschall (Vice-President) 

Rachel Grundmann (Secretary) 

Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer) 

Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God) 

Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community) 

Roger Lineberry (Relationship with One Another) 

3901 Bill Owens Parkway 

Longview, Texas 75605 

903-295-7423  

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 

www.FirstLutheran.us 

 

We receive gifts for the mission of the 

congregation and the Church in the world.  

An offering plate is available in the back of the 

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card you 

may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate  

or by scanning the QR code below 

 

In ministry to those in need in our  

community, foodstuffs are received to 

support Longview Community Ministries.  

Please help keep our baskets filled to 

overflowing! 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

