5 Day Devotional

Day 1: The Real Question

Devotional

It is easy to look at someone else's hardship and wonder what they did wrong. We have all done it.
When something goes wrong in another person's life, our minds search for a reason, a cause,
something that separates us from them. But Jesus flips that instinct on its head.

In Luke 13, when people brought Him news of tragedy, He did not explain why it happened to those
specific people. Instead, He turned the question back toward the crowd. The real issue was not what
happened to others. It was whether each person standing there had turned their own heart toward
God.

This is not a comfortable redirect. But it is a loving one. Jesus was not trying to shame anyone. He
was trying to wake them up to something better. The Greek word for repentance, metanoia, means a
complete change of mind, heart, and direction. It is not about wallowing in guilt. It is about turning
toward something greater.

God is not waiting for you to have it all together before He welcomes you. He is simply inviting you to
turn. To stop looking sideways at others and start looking upward toward Him. That single turn
changes everything.

Bible Verse

‘There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices.' - Luke 13:1 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

In what area of your life have you been focused on others rather than honestly examining your own
need to turn toward God?

Quote

"Today we can metanoia we can acknowledge the stuff of the past so that we can turn from it to
something better."

Prayer
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Lord, forgive me for the times | have looked outward instead of inward. Give me the courage to turn
fully toward You today. Amen.
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Day 2: More Than Feeling Bad

Devotional

Repentance gets a bad reputation. For many people, it conjures images of guilt, shame, and a long list
of failures. But that is not what Jesus had in mind.

When Jesus called people to repent, He was extending an invitation, not issuing a verdict. He was
saying that there is a better direction, a better life, and a better version of you waiting on the other
side of turning around. Repentance is the doorway, not the destination.

John 9 shows us a Jesus who is far more interested in what He can do in a person than in cataloging
what went wrong. He came not to explain suffering but to bring transformation. He is the way, the
truth, and the life. That means He is not just a set of beliefs to agree with. He is a living relationship to
walk in.

You do not have to have everything figured out before you take a step toward Him. Repentance is
simply agreeing with God that there is a better way and choosing to walk in it. That choice, made
honestly and humbly, is where real life begins. And the good news is that He is already moving toward
you.

Bible Verse

' tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.’ - Luke 13:3 (New International Version
(NIV))

Reflection Question

Have you ever confused feeling bad about your past with actually turning toward something better?
What would genuine repentance look like for you right now?

Quote

"Jesus isn't inviting us to just feel bad about our brokenness, But also to turn from it and to step into
healing, step into hope, step into real life."

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for inviting me into transformation, not just remorse. Help me to turn fully toward
You and trust that You are leading me somewhere good. Amen.
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Day 3: The Gardener Has Not Given Up

Devotional

There is a moment in the parable of the fig tree that is easy to rush past. The landowner is ready to
cut the tree down. Three years, no fruit. It seems reasonable. But the gardener steps in and says, give
it one more year. Let me work with it. Let me nurture it.

That gardener is Jesus.

If you have ever felt like you are running out of time, like God must be done with you by now, this
parable is for you. Jesus is not standing at a distance watching you fail. He is actively interceding,
actively working, actively committed to seeing life come out of you.

Our God is a patient God. He does not give up on people the way people give up on people. He sees
what you were created to be, and He is willing to do the slow, careful work of helping you get there.
The painful seasons, the dry stretches, the moments when nothing seems to be growing, those are

often the very seasons when God is doing His deepest work.

You are not a lost cause. You are a work in progress, and the Gardener has not walked away.

Bible Verse

"Sir," the man replied, "leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.' - Luke 13:8
(New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

Is there an area of your life where you have assumed God is finished with you? What would it look like
to trust that He is still at work there?

Quote

"He's not done with you yet. Even though it might feel that way sometimes."

Prayer

Father, thank You for Your patience with me. Help me to trust that You are still working even in the
seasons when | cannot see the fruit. Amen.
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Day 4: Faithful, Not Just Busy

Devotional

We live in a culture that equates busyness with productivity and productivity with worth. That
pressure sneaks into our faith too. We fill our calendars with church events, volunteer shifts, and Bible
studies, and then wonder why we feel spiritually empty.

But fruitfulness is not the same as busyness. Galatians 5 describes the fruit of the Spirit as love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Notice that none of
those are tasks to complete. They are qualities of a person who is walking closely with God.

Fruitfulness is not something you manufacture through effort. It is something God produces in you as
you stay connected to Him. Your job is faithfulness. His job is fruitfulness. That distinction is freeing.
You do not have to perform your way into God's favor. You simply have to stay close to Him, keep
turning toward Him, and trust that He is doing something in you that you may not even be able to see
yet.

A packed schedule of religious activity is not the goal. A life genuinely shaped by the Holy Spirit is.
Slow down. Stay close. Let God do what only He can do.

Bible Verse

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no law." - Galatians 5:22 (New International Version
(NIV))

Reflection Question

Are you measuring your spiritual health by how busy you are for God, or by how closely you are
walking with Him?

Quote

"Fruitfulness is God's responsibility. Faithfulness is ours."

Prayer

Holy Spirit, teach me the difference between being busy and being fruitful. Help me to stay close to
You so that Your life can grow in me. Amen.
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Day 5: Your Story Is Not Wasted

Devotional

Every follower of Jesus has a story. Some parts of that story are beautiful. Others are painful,
confusing, or marked by seasons you would rather forget. But here is what is true: none of it is
wasted.

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. That mission did not end when He ascended. It continues
through ordinary people who have been transformed by His grace and are now living as evidence of
what He can do. The painful chapters of your story, the ones you might be most tempted to hide, are
often the very chapters that give someone else hope.

God uses small things. Yeast, seeds, salt, light. He is not waiting for you to have a dramatic platform
or a polished testimony. He is looking for people who have been honest about their brokenness, who
have turned toward Him, and who are willing to let their lives point others in His direction.

You have been saved not just to go to heaven someday, but to bear fruit right now, in your

neighborhood, your workplace, your family. The transformation happening in you is the mission. Let it
show.

Bible Verse

'So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh." - Galatians 5:16 (New
International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

How might one of the most difficult seasons of your life become a source of hope or encouragement
for someone else if you were willing to share it?

Quote

"Some of the most painful parts of your story might be the most life giving part of somebody else's."

Prayer

Lord, thank You for redeeming every part of my story. Give me the courage to let my life, including the
hard parts, point others toward You. Amen.
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