Summary

In this sermon, the pastor explores the Parable of the Mustard Seed from Matthew 13:31-32, drawing a
powerful parallel between small beginnings and extraordinary outcomes. Just as a mustard seed is the
tiniest of seeds yet grows into a large tree that provides shelter for birds, the kingdom of God starts in
seemingly insignificant ways and grows into something that transforms lives and impacts the world
around us. The pastor outlines three key truths from this parable: we are called to start small and take that
first step of faith without despising humble beginnings, we must trust God for the growth because the
actual transformation is His work, and we should expect to see the impact of faithful small steps ripple
outward into the lives of others. Through stories of Banana Ball's rise from obscurity, a pastor's life
changed by a stranger at a gas station, and the IF Gathering's growth from a small prayer group to a global
movement, the sermon challenges believers to take small, consistent steps of faith and love, trusting that

God will grow them into something far beyond what we could imagine.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing us together today. As we open Your Word and discuss what You
have placed on our hearts, we ask that You quiet our minds and soften our hearts. Help us to be open to
whatever You want to speak to each of us personally in this time together. Give us ears to hear, eyes to
see, and the courage to respond to Your leading. May this discussion draw us closer to You and to one

another. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker

What is something small you started that ended up being more significant than you ever expected?

Key Verses

Matthew 13:31-32
Matthew 17:20
Luke 17:21
Zechariah 4:10



Questions

¢ The pastor described how the mustard seed was a common phrase in Jesus' day for the smallest
possible thing. What area of your life right now feels too small or insignificant to matter to God?

e In Matthew 13:31-32, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed that grows into a
large tree. What do you think Jesus wanted His original audience to understand about how God's
kingdom works?

e The sermon emphasized that God celebrates small beginnings, referencing Zechariah 4:10. How
does knowing that God rejoices over small steps of faith change the way you approach areas where
you feel inadequate or unprepared?

e The pastor drew a distinction between our part (taking the next step) and God's part (the growth).
How do you personally navigate the tension between doing your part and trusting God with the
results?

e The sermon mentioned spiritual disciplines like prayer, Bible study, tithing, and fellowship as ways
we create an environment for God to work in our lives. Which of these disciplines feels most
natural to you, and which one do you find most challenging to maintain consistently?

¢ The story of the pastor who came to faith through a stranger at a gas station illustrated how one
small act of kindness can have an enormous ripple effect. Can you think of a time when someone's
small act of faith or kindness had a lasting impact on your life?

e The pastor challenged the group to consider doing small acts of love or service that point people to
Jesus on a regular basis between now and Christmas. What holds you back from doing this more
consistently in your daily life?

¢ The sermon closed with the idea that as Christ followers, we are invited into something far bigger
than ourselves, something that impacts lives and carries on into eternity. How does keeping that
eternal perspective change the way you view the ordinary moments and small opportunities in your

everyday life?

Life Application

This week, identify one small step of faith you have been putting off or overlooking. It might be reaching
out to a neighbor, starting a consistent prayer habit, inviting someone to church, or simply offering a word
of encouragement to someone who is struggling. Take that step this week and trust God with what He

does with it. At your next group meeting, be ready to share what happened when you took that step.



Key Takeaways

¢ Big things come from small beginnings. God's kingdom, like a mustard seed, often starts in ways
that seem insignificant, but He can grow even the smallest act of faith into something extraordinary.

¢ Do not despise small beginnings. Zechariah 4:10 reminds us that God rejoices over the work
beginning, no matter how small the first step looks to us or to others.

e QOur job is to take the next step; God's job is the growth. We create the environment through
spiritual disciplines like prayer, Bible study, tithing, and fellowship, and we trust Him to do what
only He can do.

e The kingdom of God grows from the inside out. Real transformation begins in our hearts through
the Holy Spirit and then flows outward to impact the people and the world around us.

e Small acts of love and faith in Jesus' name can have an eternal ripple effect. You may never fully
know the impact of one kind word, one shared moment, or one small act of service done in His

name.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for the reminder today that You are not looking for grand gestures or perfect conditions
before You move. You are looking for willing hearts that will take the next small step in faith and trust
You with the rest. We confess that we sometimes overlook the small opportunities You place in front of us
each day. Forgive us for that, and give us fresh eyes to see them. As we leave this time together, plant
something in each of us that will grow far beyond what we can see right now. Use our small steps, our
small acts of love, and our small seeds of faith to do something only You can do. May we one day look

back at our lives and say with full hearts, look what God made. In Jesus' name, amen.



