


JOSH™S JOT TINGS

As we are getting ready for another year of ministry together, I want to warmly invite you to our
Leadership Retreat on Saturday, August 22, from 9:00 a.m. until noon. This gathering helps shape
the life of our church for the year ahead as we build our master church calendar from August through the
following August. I would love to have representatives from every committee and ministry present so
we can dream together, coordinate well, avoid unnecessary conflicts, and plan meaningful opportunities
for worship, fellowship, service, and outreach. Thoughtful planning helps us use our time and resources
wisely as we serve Christ and our community together.

Our fall Tuesday Bible Studies begin on September 8, and I am genuinely excited about where
we are headed. This fall, we will study Romans, looking at Paul's words alongside the historical and
cultural world he was writing into so we can hear its message with fresh ears. After the first of the year,
we will try something a little different with the Book of Enoch, one of the best-known non-canonical
Jewish writings. While it is not part of our biblical canon, it gives us a fascinating window into Jewish
thought, symbolism, and the world that influenced many writers of Scripture. Whether you have studied
the Bible for years or are just beginning, you are welcome at the table.

We are also thinking about beginning a college-age Bible study on Sundays at 5:00 p.m. for
anyone in that season of life who would like to join us. Wherever they are in their faith journey, the hope
is that this would be a place to ask honest questions, build meaningful friendships, and take the next
faithful step with Christ.

One of the great joys in our congregation is seeing people gather around God's Word together. Our
Christian Women's Fellowship continues to offer meaningful opportunities for study, fellowship, and
spiritual growth, and it has been a gift to see those groups flourish. I hope we can build on that
momentum and strengthen our Christian Men's Fellowship as well. We grow best when we grow
together, whether in Sunday School, Bible study, fellowship groups, or ministry teams.

Finally, I want to offer a heartfelt invitation to serve. Every vibrant church is made up of people
willing to show up, love well, and give of themselves, and right now we have a wonderful opportunity to
invest in the next generation. We are looking for Sunday School teachers and Disciples Kids
volunteers. If your first thought is, “I don't know enough about the Bible to teach,” please know you are
not alone. We will provide the curriculum, lesson plans, supplies, and support. What our children need
most is not someone with all the answers; they need caring adults who will be steady, faithful, kind, and
encouraging. Sunday School lays a foundation of faith, youth ministry builds on that foundation through
real-life issues and Scripture, and Disciples Kids bridges those worlds through worship, learning, and
hands-on experiences. If you are wondering where God might be inviting you to serve, I hope you will
prayerfully consider joining us. Together, we can be a church where every child knows they are loved,
valued, and surrounded by faithful adults helping them grow in Christ.

Shalom, Rev Dr. Joshua Bell









AUGUSTI2026

In June Perry FCC sent 20 kids to camp-

10 to Chi Rho (Junior High)- Josh Bell directed, Maddie Bell, Pam Cunningham, and Ted Loring went
as counselors

4 to CFY (high school)

6 to Junior (upper elementary)- Pam Cunningham attended as a counselor

July there were two youth outings.

July 12th Helen and Johnny Fuller hosted the youth group at Lake Carl Blackwell. 8 youth members
attending, 3 younger siblings, 2 parents, and Hannah Vaughn and Bobby Cunningham as youth
leaders.

Helen and Johnny's oldest son Roger and his family were also there. Bobby brought kayaks, Johnny
gave boat rides on his pontoon boat, and the kids swam. The Fullers provided hot dogs for supper
and the youth program provided chips and sodas.

July 26th the youth group went to Edmond to Chaos Factory to splatter paint.

In August we have one upcoming event- game night from 5 to 7pm. The youth program will provide
sodas and snacks.

The Sunday School youth program will start their youth mentorship program called Youth
Connection. Adults in the congregation can sign up for a mentoring session with the youth from
9:15 to 10:15am. The program will offer a chance for mentoring adults to share their life stories
over God's Virtues. This will allow our youth to get to know the congregation and learn how to
respectfully partake in conversation and value other's perspectives.

Youth group will start meeting regularly on September 13th from 5 to 7pm (5th-7th grades will meet
from 5-6pm and 8th-12th grades will meet from 5:30-7pm).

Ways to help:

-volunteer for mentorship for Sunday School
-donations for outings and activities

-snack and sodas for weekly meetings

On Sunday, July 26th 13 youth group members, 2 supervising parents, and Bobby and Hannah went
to Chaos Factory in Edmond to splatter paint. Each person was given a white canvas and they all
opted to wear a white shirt. They got 30 minutes to paint with neon paint and throw splatter paint
balls. They also could play the paint drums. They had a great time. They then cleaned up and went
to eat at the Garage for dinner before heading back to Perry.

Hannah Vaughan 5
Youth Ministry Coordinator
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Calling All Heroes of Faith!

Disciples Kids is getting ready for another exciting year, and we
would love for you to be part of it! Our Wednesday after-school
program begins September 23, and this year's theme is “Heroes
of Faith.” Throughout the year, our Disciples Kids will learn
about men and women in the Bible who trusted God and made a
difference through their faith.

We are looking for Shepherd volunteers to help encourage, guide,
and build relationships with our students each Wednesday
afternoon. No teaching experience is required—just a willing
heart and a desire to invest in the lives of children!

We are also accepting weekly snack donations. If you enjoy
baking, homemade treats are welcome, or you may donate
individually packaged snacks. Every donation helps us provide a
fun and welcoming environment for our kids.

If you would like to volunteer or donate snacks, please contact
the church office or speak with Emily Androes. Thank you for
helping us make Disciples Kids a place where children can grow in

their faith and discover what it means to be a Hero of Faith!

@ 580-336-4576 Emily Androes, Children’s Ministry Coordinator















