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Luke 10:29-37 (NIV)

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A
priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the
other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on
him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on
his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

Today we start a new sermon series titled “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” that will focus on the
parables of Jesus. This series will run through this fall all the way up to Advent, the season of
preparation before Christmas. (Jesus told a lot of parables!)

Now a parable is a fictional story that is a metaphorical analogy used to make a moral or spiritual
point.

The one we are exploring today is one of the most well-known of Jesus’ parables: the parable of
the Good Samaritan.
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Now it’s important to know why Jesus is telling this parable. And to do that we need to back up
and read the scriptures right before the one we read today. Here’s what it says:

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do
to inherit eternal life?”
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” Luke 10:25-28

So Jesus is telling the parable of the Good Samaritan in response to a Jewish religious leader’s
question that was designed to trip up Jesus and get him in trouble. The leader asks Jesus what he
has to do to inherit eternal life? Instead of giving an answer Jesus responds with a question of his
own: “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

The leader then responds with what is known as the “Shema,” which comes from Deuteronomy
6:4-5: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” The leader then adds, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” which is not in the Shema.

In the Gospels of Mark (Mark 12:30-31) and Matthew (Matthew 22:37-39) it is Jesus who recites
the Shema, but here in Luke, which is the only place the parable of the Good Samaritan is found,
it is the religious leader that recites it.

Jesus’ response does not satisfy the religious leader. (After all, he wanted to trap Jesus into
saying something that they could use as an excuse to arrest Jesus.) So he asks Jesus another
question: who is my neighbor?

In response Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

Now to grasp the power of the parable we need to know some things about the relationship
between Jews and Samaritans at the time. They hated each other! They really did. There are
several reasons but the main ones deal from the fact that when the kingdom of Israel divided into
two kingdoms, the northern kingdom, called Israel, set up a capital city separate from Jerusalem,
where the temple was. At first it was at Shechem, then it got moved to the hilltop city of
Samaria. (Hence the name, “Samaritans.”)

The northern Kingdom of Israel wasn’t very faithful to worshiping the one true God and almost
immediately started worshiping other pagan gods alongside the Jewish God. And then they got
invaded and the locals were shipped out and foreign people brought in to live there, and as often

2



happens in those cases the two groups started intermarrying, which was against Jewish custom
and laws. So the people of Judah, the nation to the south, considered those living in Israel to be
“half-breeds” and just barely above the level of animals. (Not cool, I know, but that’s the way it
was.)

This animosity got so bad that those in Judah traveling back and forth to Galilee would go miles
and miles out of the way just to keep from having to travel through the northern kingdom. Here’s
a map showing you that. You know, you really have to dislike folks seriously if you are willing to
go that far out of the way just to avoid them.

And that’s why the parable of the Good Samaritan is so powerful. It is assumed that the traveler
that got robbed and beat up was Jewish. But then two of his own people, two Jewish leaders, the
religious leaders, for crying out loud, refused to stop and help the man.

Remember that the Jewish people had a lot of laws and rules about clean and unclean they had to
follow. Maybe the two Jewish leaders, the priest and the Levite, didn’t want to help because it
might mean they would become “unclean” in doing so.

Or it may be that they thought so highly of themselves that they didn’t want to get their hands
dirty (literally and figuratively) with helping a fellow Jew out. They were above that and didn’t
want to stoop down to that level.

So while the victim’s own people refused to help him, behold the Samaritan, a man from the
group of people that the Jewish people hated, was the one that stopped to help. Yep, a low-life,
half-animal, disgusting Samaritan!

And not only did he help the man, but he took him to a hotel, paid the bill in advance out of his
own pocket (a substantial bill, by the way), and actually showed compassion to the victim!

Now remember that it was a Jewish leader that Jesus is telling this parable to. It would be like
telling someone from the University of Texas that the only person who would help a UT student
in need was a Texas A&M University graduate. Oh the Horrors!

Who are our neighbors?

We have a lot of neighbors here in Huntsville. And if we take Jesus’ parable and apply it to
Huntsville, Texas, we need to ask ourselves as a church, do we look more like the Jewish leaders,
or do we look more like the Samaritan? Hmmmm.
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And that’s my challenge to you today: to ask ourselves as a church, and also each one of us as
individuals, whether we are more like the Jewish leaders or more like the Samaritan in the
parable of the Good Samaritan.

Are we willing to go out-of-our-way to help someone in need, even if that person is a Baptist, a
Catholic, a Muslim, or even an agnostic or atheist. What if that person is a “guest of the state” at
one of the many penitentiaries in our town? What if they have a different skin color than ours?
What if they speak a different language? And, heaven forbid, what if they are a member of a
different political party than the one we believe in?

You get the idea. Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan to make a point about who our
neighbors are. And we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. We are to reach out to them in
Christian love and charity when they are in need.

Jesus didn’t die on the cross for a specific group of people. He died carrying the sins of
everyone. No exceptions. And he did so to show God’s love, God’s grace to us. We celebrate the
Lord’s Supper to remind us of that fact. So let us go and be neighbors to all.

As the late Mr. Rogers used to sing,
“Would you be mine?
Could you be mine?
Won’t you be my neighbor?
Won’t you please,
Won’t you please?
Please won’t you be my neighbor?”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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