
  

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 - 10:45 AM 

 

God’s Character 
 

May 31 God Is Our Creator 
June 7 God Knows Everything 
June 14 God Is Our Safe Place 
June 21 God Is Love 
June 28  God Is Forever 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude   
  
Welcome  
 

*Invocation, Confession and Absolution Page 151 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Leader:   In this time of worship, let us humbly bow before our good and 

gracious God and confess our need for Him. 
 
(Please kneel or be seated for confession) 
 
Leader:   O Good and gracious God, 
People:   We confess that without You, we would be captive to sin and unable 

to free ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, word and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, be good to us, and lead us to walk in Your 
ways. Amen. 

 
Leader:   Friends in Christ, God is good all the time. In the goodness and mercy 

of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for His sake, 
God forgives you all of your sins. As a servant of the Word and by 
Christ’s authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 Let us arise and greet one another saying: “God is Good!” 
 

*Processional Hymn  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  Hymn 700 
([10:45]Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 

*Kyrie  Page 152 



3 

 



4 

 

Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” Page 154 

*Salutation and Collect for the Season 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray. Lord, in Your Word You tell us that You are “The Lord, the 
Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding 
in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet You do not leave the guilty 
unpunished.” (Ex. 34:6-7) 

People: We give thanks for showing Your love to us in Your only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. Move in our hearts, that Christ’s compassion and grace 
would be displayed in our lives and shown in our character, for His 
Name’s sake. Amen. 

 

The Verse of the Day Psalm 136:1 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

 

First Reading  1 John 4:7-12 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading  Ephesians 3:14-21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may 
grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith⁠—that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20Now to 
him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*The Holy Gospel  John 3:16 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ 
 

[10:45] Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 

*Sermon Hymn   “How Wide the Love of Christ” Hymn 535 
 

The Sermon “God Is Love” 
 

*Statement of Faith and Confidence 
Pastor: God is our Creator. 
People: Praise the Lord, everything He has created, everything in all His 

kingdom. (Psalm 103:22) 
 
Pastor: God knows everything. 
People: “O Lord, You have examined my heart and know everything about 

me.” (Psalm 139:1) 
 
Pastor: God is our safe place. 
People: “Then I pray to You, O Lord, I say, ‘You are my place of refuge.’”  
 (Psalm  142:5) 
 
Pastor: God is love. 
People: “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His faithful love endures 

forever.” (Psalm 136:1) 
 
Pastor: God is forever. 
People: “We can praise the Lord both now and forever! Praise the 

Lord!” (Psalm 115:18) 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 



7 

 

*Preface Page 160 
Pastor: The Lord be with  you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying: 
 

*Sanctus Page 161 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
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 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei  Page 163 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Music during the Distribution 
 

 “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  
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  “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Hymn 571 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*Presentation of Offerings and Consecration for the Lord’s Work 
 

*Father’s Day Blessing 
Pastor:  To all fathers, receive these words of blessing. May God your Heavenly 

Father, who thought of and created families, bless you and strengthen 
you, to love and lead the family He has entrusted to your care. May you 
be a blessing to your family and may your role as father also be a 
blessing to you. In the name of God’s Son, your Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Fathers: Amen! 
 

*Benediction 
Pastor:  To all the people of God, receive these words of blessings. The grace of 

our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:   Amen! 
 

*Sending Hymn     “Lift High the Cross” (vv. 1, 4-6) Hymn 837 

  
Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude  
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