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A Part of It

“You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
1 Corinthians 12:27

Your life and presence in God’s Church matters.
Why? Because Jesus died for you.

It really is that simple. At the cross, Jesus counted
you, me, and the whole world as so precious that
He willingly gave His life for ours. Through His death
and resurrection, He has forgiven our sins, made us
His own, and given us new life.

There is no other place to begin than here: at the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our place in the Church is
not something we earn through what we
accomplish, how much we serve, or how useful we
might be. Christ has already given us our place by
His grace. Through Jesus, we are made children of
God and members of Christ’s body.

This is the picture Paul gives us in 1 Corinthians 12.
The Church is a body, and each of us is a part of it.
A hand is not a foot, and a foot is not an ear. Unless
you’re young and particularly well-balanced, you
probably can’t walk with your hands. Unless by
some miracle, you can’t listen with your feet or
grab things with your ears!

God has designed His Church with many different
members, each with different gifts, abilities,
vocations, and opportunities. And every member
matters.

We all know this... so why bring it up?

As Pastor Charles began his sabbatical, he gave our
congregation five objectives:

Advance the Ministry
Advocate the Sabbath
Increase Independence
Establish Associate Pastor
Involve People
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Last month’s newsletter focused on increased
independence—Ilearning to lead, create, and carry
out ministry together as a congregation. This
month, | want us to focus on two objectives that
naturally belong together: advance the ministry and
involve people.

If we are truly the body of Christ, then being
involved isn’t simply about filling volunteer
positions or showing up when it best fits me. It is
about taking our place in the body.

Maybe your part is serving children and families.
Maybe it’s welcoming someone who is new to
Grace. Maybe it’s joining or leading a small group,
serving at Grace Nights, helping with worship,
participating in outreach, caring for someone who is
hurting, serving as an Elder, Stephen Minister, or on
a board. Perhaps your part is simply the act of
inviting a neighbor or friend to church.

(continued on next page)
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You don’t have to do everything. You don’t have to do someone else’s part. But you do
have a part, and without you the body is not whole.

And this is important: we don’t serve in order to earn our place in Christ’s body. We serve
because Christ has already claimed us as His own. We are a part of His body. His grace
gives us our identity, and His Spirit works through us as we live out that identity in our
homes, workplaces, neighborhoods, schools, and congregation.

So as we look toward the months ahead, | want to encourage you to ask a simple
question: “What is my part?”

Not because Grace simply needs more volunteers. Not because the Church needs to stay
busy. But because Jesus Christ has died and risen for you, made you His own, and placed
you in a body that needs you to be a part of its life and ministry.

Your life matters. Your presence matters. Your gifts matter.

And as each of us takes our place, we do not merely advance the ministry of Grace
Lutheran Church and School. We participate in the work of Christ, who is building and

growing His Kingdom.

You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
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Small Groups:

Mondays @ 10am in the Luther Room
Wednesdays @ 6:30pm in the Mary Martha Room
Thursdays @ 1:30pm in Lake Wales

Walking in the

Grove of Grace
Begins Week of October 4th

GRACE
LUTHERAN

CHURCH &« SCHOOL

Sign Up At: glwh.org/small-groups
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We’re Changing our
Schedule Slightly

+ 6:00pm - Bring Your Own Dinner
. 6:20pm - Opening & Check-In

. 6:40pm - Age-Based Activities

. 7:30pm - Check-Out

Adult Class Offerings

- Young Adults

. Parenting Group

. Worship Study: The Head & the Heart
. Bible Study: Colossians

Next Session Begins
Wednesday October 7

Wednesdays 6:00 to 7:30pm

Grace Nights — Session 2

Mark Your Calendar!

Grace Nights begins again Wednesday, October 7!

Our second session will meet on:

OCTOBER 7

OCTOBER 14

OCTOBER 21

NO GRACE NIGHTS — OCTOBER 28 We’ll take a week off for Trunk or Treat.
NOVEMBER 4 - 4th and final weekly meeting:

What’s Happening in Session 2

The Head & The Heart Worship Class — 2nd Half

Led by Thomas Schulteis & Laura Louiceus

Three Big Questions That Change Everything Parenting Class — 2nd Half

Colossians Bible Study

All programming for Preschool through High School and Young Adults will continue as well!

This is our second and final session before the holiday break. We’'ll take a break after November 4 and re-
sume Grace Nights after the beginning of the new year.
We're looking forward to another great session together! @
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Wednesday, October 28 \

6-7 PM
on Ave C SE

Candy - Costumes - Community
327 Ave C SE, Winter Haven, FL 33880

‘ Hosted by Amazing Grace Youth/Kids’ Ministry and Friends!
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SIGNUPS s
Wednesday, O;:ltober 28 Flﬁ.ﬁ_ i
6-7P L lor s o
on Ave C SE E':-é'!ﬂ'!'

327 Ave C SE, Winter Haven, FL 33880
Hosted by Amazing Grace Youth/Kids' Ministry and Friends!

CANDY DONATION NEEDED TOO.
Drop off in school or church office
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MUSIC ‘aNEFESS

LSB 747 No Saint on Earth Lives Life to Self Alone

1 No saint on earth lives life to self alone 2 For to this end our Lord by death was slain,
Or dies alone, for we with Christ are one. That to new life He might arise again.
So if we live, for Christ alone we live, Through sorrow on to triumph Christ has led,
And if we die, to Christ our dying give. And reigns o’er all: the living and the dead.
In living and in dying this confess: In living and in dying, Him we bless;
We are the Lord’s, safe in God’s faithfulness. We are the Lord’s, safe in God’s faithfulness.

Text: © 1997 Norman J. Kansfield (1940-2024). Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000942

Romans 14:8b “Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” This line in the book of Romans forms
the basis for this hymn. Our identity is in Christ; we are His. Christ goes to the cross for our salvation and rises
to new life. Even in suffering, we find hope and meaning in Christ.

While this hymn is shorter than some, it still gets right to the point that we confess in the Apostles’ Creed:
“The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven ... He will come to judge the living and
the dead.”

Thomas Schulteis
Dir. of Worship Arts (Organist)

Come and Join us! Adult Bible Study — “Emotions: The Life of the Heart in Christ”

St. Augustine of Hippo, a renowned theologian of the Church in its first centuries of existence, once famously re-
marked in his reflections upon his life with God, "Our hearts, O Lord, are restless until they find their rest in you.”

Long ago, Augustine observed that the human experience has as much to do with our heart as it does with our
head and our hands. The desires, the yearnings, and yes, the emotions we feel most deeply have an incredibly
important place in our lives with the God who made us, who has redeemed us, and who continues to care for us
each day. And yet...

We often neglect our emotions when we speak of the Christian life. We talk a lot about knowing all the right
things and having our theology straight. We view the way we love our neighbor in the tangible things we can do
to make their lives visibly better. We might even think of the Bible as a record that holds merely historical facts
of the life of God’s people, condemnations of sin, and declarations of grace. This life of the mind, or the rational
and intellectual parts of the Christian life, is truly important. But what if we are missing something?

What if our talk about knowing what we believe could be enriched by reflections on how our emotions help us
cling to these truths that God has given us in and through Christ? What if our perspective of love in service could
be broadened to include the care we give through our emotional connections to the people around us? What if |
told you that Holy Scripture chronicles the story of God’s heart interacting with the hearts of his people, allowing
us to peer into the way that our emotions are a good and precious gift from God for life with Him and with oth-
ers? What might it look like to infuse our rich, intellectual life in God’s Word with the rich, vibrant perspective
that our emotions bring?

Over the next few months, | want to embark on a journey through Scripture to discover what God has said about
these wonderful and terrifying, confusing and exciting emotions that we simply can’t live without. Join me for
Adult Bible Class in Trinity Hall, on Sunday mornings at 9:45 — 10:30 AM, as we explore the truths and promises
Scripture tells us about the life of the heart that we now have in our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Harrison Hulse — Vicar, Grace Lutheran Church



Woven's

MINISTRY

Please mark your calendars for some upcoming events and plan to participate, as you can. We begin with
LWML Weekend Saturday, October 3, and Sunday, October 4, services. Our ladies will be serving in various
ways at each of the services. If you are not already involved with LWML, perhaps you will learn something
that weekend about our ministry and want to join us.

Some other calendar events coming up with opportunities to participate include the following: Our Grace
ladies will be hosting our Zone Rally which includes LWML ladies from our sister churches on Saturday,
October 17, 9:00 AM until noon. The cost for this event is $10, paid on entry, which is used to offset the cost
of breakfast and lunch. As is the custom for each Zone Rally, we ask the churches to collect items for a
service project. This time we will be collecting items for The Mission’s pantry. Beginning September 26 thru
October 9, our “green bins” will be placed throughout the church for collection of the following items: Peanut
butter, jelly, canned tuna or chicken, shampoo, bar soap, deodorant.

Our Zone Rally schedule is as follows:

9:00-9:30 Registration and breakfast

9:30-10:15 Bible study lead by our own Jan Struck

10:15 - 10:45 Guest speaker from The Mission here in Winter Haven
10:45-11:30 Business meeting covering reports from the zone and the district.

11:30-12:00 Lunch and blessing of the collected service gifts for The Mission.

As always, please remember our Circle Meeting, the second Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM, with Bible
study and fellowship with the ladies of Grace.

Ladies quilting group meets each and every Thursday, which is another opportunity to serve.

Sip with Grace

Hey Grace Family!

Worshiping together is great, but the time can fly by so fast! We want to create a space where we
can actually sit down, slow down, and really get to know the incredible people sitting in the pews
around us.

Whether you are looking to catch up with familiar faces or make some wonderful new friends in our
community, this is the perfect chance to swap stories, share a laugh, and build closer bonds.

When: Thursday, October 22, at 9:00 AM
Where: Haven Coffee Roasters at 140 3™ St SW, Winter Haven
What to expect: Great conversation, zero pressure, and friendly faces eager to see you!

No matter if this is your first visit to Grace, or you have been part of our church family for decades,
you matter; and we want to know more about you. So, please join us and feel free to bring a friend.
If you would like more information, contact Michelle Reddick at 863.293.8447 or
mreddick@glwh.org.
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Grace Lutheran Church

IL Sunshine Club News

OCTOBER’s CHANGE OF PLANS FOR Pastor Appreciation Month-Our pastors will
be away at conference, so we will celebrate our pastors and vicar in June at our
vicar send off gathering.

Join us in Trinity Hall on Thursday, Oct. 1. We’ll gather from 11-11:30 for
fellowship, followed by devotions, announcements and lunch. A baked potato
bar will be provided by the club. Plan to bring any sides and/or dessert. Special
entertainment during lunch is scheduled.

NOVEMBER 5th LUNCH AND THEATER

Thursday, Nov. 5, A special day has been planned for you! Enjoy a Thanksgiving
style meal and then walk across the street for our school’s fall theater production
of Not Your Average Joe. Begin to gather at 11; with devotions and
announcements at 11:30, lunch at noon and then across the street for our
wonderful theater experience! We'll have front row, reserved seating too! Turkey
and gravy will be provided. Please plan to bring sides and desserts.

One of the most active groups in our church community, Sunshine club focuses on individuals and couples,
providing social interaction, support and spiritual growth. Join us the first Thursday of the month for food and
fellowship. Everyone is welcome.

Stephen Ministry pu
inleg).

Stephen Ministry at Grace is an extension of the pastoral offices which brings one-on-

one ministry by trained, caring members who extend Christ’s healing love to those ‘w V‘

who are lonely, grieving, ill or experiencing other crises or stresses in life.

Stephen Ministers are there: ®

e after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

e after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in
on you.

after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.

after the doctors says, “I’'m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”

after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away - and the house suddenly seems
empty.

after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.

after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.

after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.

after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk
it out.

Since 1979, Grace Lutheran Church has trained over 400 Stephen Ministers and they, in turn, have
helped over 800 hurting souls. Please contact Sharon Wilson at 863-293-8447.



Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols
Saturday, December 12, 4 PM

What is the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols?
It began at Truro Cathedral, Cornwall, England, around 1880 and became famous after the
dean of King’s College Cambridge brought it to his choir in 1918. The original intent of the
service was to draw visitors to the church at the Christmas season.

Festival Choir for Nine Lessons and Carols
Are you interested in singing carols and other music for Advent/Christmas with the choir? Join
the Festival Choir starting Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM on October 8. The Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols is to be held on Saturday, December 12, at 4 PM; the Festival Choir will
also sing on Christmas Eve for the 7 PM service. If you would like more information or have
any questions, please contact Thomas at tschulteis@glwh.org or call the church office.

Christmas by Candlelight Dinner

Saturday, December 12
5:30 PM - Trinity Hall
Following the Service of Lessons and Carols

We are serving a sumptuous dinner (from Longhorn Steakhouse) in an
atmosphere of Christmas splendor. Come, join us.
Reservations only. Watch for details in the
coming church bulletins.
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Treasurer’s Report for the Two Months Ending August 31, 2026

Church
Income
Expenses
Total Net Income {Loss) Church

School

Income

Expenses

Designated {In/Out Accounts)
Total Net Income {Loss} School

Investment Assets

School Endowment Fund

Bernthal Endowment Scholarship Fund
All Other Scholarships/Investments

Current Month Year to Date Year to Date

Actual Actual Budget Variance
S 207,144.67 S 297,592.05 S 240,44450 S 57,147.55
S 116,361.65 S 23494641 § 232,42391 § 2,522.50
S 90,783.02 S 62,645.64 S 8,020.59 $§ 54,625.05
S 707,558.09 S 874,250.18 S 778,460.47 S 95,789.71
S 333,787.78 S 759,544.45 S 775,648.60 S {16,104.15})
S (4,857.66) S {12,080.00)
S 378,627.97 5 126,785.73 5 2,811.87 § 111,893.86
S 416,373.74
S 151,700.75
S 23,868.83

Parish Statistics

Baptisms
Logan Ray Clark 9-8-2026
Lincoln Thomas Clark 9-8-2026
Rylee Seth Gatlin 9-23-2026
Deaths
Ernie Holtsbery 8-23-2026
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Preschool and Elementary
A Great Start to the School Year at Grace Lutheran School
August and September are off to a GREAT start! We are excited
to welcome our students and families back for another year of
learning, growing, and sharing the love of Christ. There is already
so much happening around campus, and we are thankful for the
wonderful ways our school and church community continue to
come together - growing in God’s Word!

Family Bible Day
One of our favorite Grace traditions took place as our second-
grade students received their very own Bibles! Students and
their families spent a special morning
together participating in Bible activities,
enjoying fellowship, and celebrating this
important milestone in their faith
journey. It was a beautiful morning filled
with faith, family, and fun—and it was
enjoyed by all!

Donuts with Dad
PACE Kicks Off the Year! Our PACE group helped make the
beginning of the school year extra sweet with Donuts with Dad!
Families gathered in Trinity Hall to enjoy donuts, spend time
with their children, and connect with other Grace families before
starting the school day. We love creating opportunities for our
families to slow down, connect, and make special memories
together.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly...” Colossians 3:16

Middle School
Middle School students are off to a great start as students settle
into routines, build relationships, and grow in responsibility and
independence. Our 6th graders and families new to Grace have
made a great transition into Middle School, and students across
all grade levels are building strong academic habits. Middle
School Family Time, fall sports, FCA, Liturgical Dance, and other
activities have also helped strengthen our Middle School
community. Most importantly, our focus remains on helping
students grow academically, socially, and spiritually. Our 8th
graders have already put their faith into action through a day of
service at One More Child in Lakeland, with more opportunities
for students to serve and grow ahead.

Athletics
The Grace Lutheran fall sports season kicked off strong the
week of August 24 with exciting action on the volleyball courts
and soccer fields. Our Varsity Girls Volleyball team is off to a
fantastic 2-1 start under the leadership of coaches Kennedy
Miller and Taylor Willis, while Coach Caylee LeFan continues to
guide and develop our hard-working JV Girls squad (0-3). On the
soccer field, coaches Coach Chris and Summer Rusher are

leading both teams, with the Varsity Boys Soccer team
holding a 1-1 record and the JV Boys (0-3) showing great
determination early in the season. Off the field, the Grace
Sports Booster Club is growing, welcoming three new
members this August. A special thank you goes out to Larry
and Martha Walker, State Farm Insurance, Drafting Design
Service, Inc., and Frank and Robin Ricci for their generous
support of our programs. Good luck to all of our athletes this
season—G@Go Lions!

Artists of the Month

Stevie - 1st grade
Dylan - 3rd grade
Kinleigh - 5th grade

SCHOOL CALENDAR

October
1 - 2:No School - FL/GA President’s Equip Conference
3: Team Up Against Cancer Varsity Volleyball Tournament
6:K-552N.U.T. Day
8: Fall Picture Retakes
9: End of 1st Quarter
Fall Festival 3:00 - 6:30PM
10: CFLAA JV Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball Tournament
(St. Luke’s, Oviedo)
12: Beginning of 2nd Quarter
12 - 16: Student Council Plant Sale
14: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 3:30PM
16: P.A.C.E. Board Meeting 1:00 - 3:00PM
16 - 17: FLAA Varsity Volleyball Tournament
21: P.A.C.E. Coffee Talk 8:15AM
22: Early Release
K-5N.U.T. Day
23: No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences
23 - 24: FLAA Varsity Boys Soccer Tournament (Grace, St.
Pete)
28: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 3:30PM

November
3:K-5N.U.T. Day
4: Uniform Sales 7:30AM - 3:30PM
6: P.A.C.E. Board Meeting 1:00 - 3:00PM
Fall Theatre Production Performance 6:00PM

7: Fall Theatre Production Performance 1:00PM & 4:00PM
11: No School - Veteran’s Day
12: Midterm of 2nd Quarter
18:P.A..C.E.CoffeeTalk 8:15AM
20: Early Release

K-5N.U.T. Day
23 - 27: No School - Thanksgiving Break
30: School Resumes

to their positions in their families, churches, community, and country.

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF GLS: The mission of Grace Lutheran School is to provide its students and their families with a strong spiritual
and academic foundation so that they know and understand God'’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ and are also able to live lives appropriate
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Friday

Saturday

9:30 AM LWR Quilters

11 AM Sunshine Club

5:30 PM Trinity Bells

10 AM Bible Study - MM

LWML 3
Weekend

5:00 PM Worship Svc

6 PM Trail Life
6:30 PM Grace Chorale
LWML 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Weekend 7:30 AM Staff Devos 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
. ; 10 AM Bible Study 10 AM Bible Study - MM
:30 AM Worsh, ;
T 10:30 AM Church Staff | 1:30 PM WM Board Mg, | 1 PM Martha Circle
' 12 PM God's Guys
Sunday School . -
9:45 AM Confirmation 3:30 PM SM Training 3 PM Fall Festival
10:45 AM Worship 5:30 PM Trinity Bells 4 4 | 5PMWorship sve
6:30 PM Elder Meeting 6 PM Grace Nights | 6:30 PM Festival Choir &F DL P
6:30 PM Praise 7:30 PM Grace Chorale ;’ﬁ =
Rehearsal ="
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
7:30 AM Staff Devos 9:30 AM LWR Quilters 9 AM Women'’s Ministry
8:30 AM Worship 10 AM Bible Study 10 AM Bible Study - MM Zone Rally
9:45 AM Bible Study & | 9 AM Circuit Pastors 10:30 AM Church Staff
Sunday School
9:45 AM Confirmation 1 PM PACE Bd. Mtg.
10:45 AM Worship 3:30 PM SM Training
5:30 PM Trinity Bells 5 PM Worship Sve
6:30 PM Praise 6 PM Grace Nights 6 PM Trail Life
Rehearsal 6:30 PM Festival Choir
7:30 PM Grace Chorale
18 19 20 21 22 No School 23 24
Parent/Teacher Conf.
7:30 AM Staff Devos 9 AM Sip w/Grace -
8:30 AM Worship 10 AM Bible Study Haven Coffee
9:45 AM Bible Study & 10:30 AM Church Staff 9:30 AM LWR Quilters | 10 AM Bible Study - MM
Sunday School 12 PM God’s Guys 1 PMAdult Game D
9:45 AM Confirmation 1:30 PM Alzheimer's ] . ult Game Day
10:45 AM Worship Association Meeting 3:30 PM SM Training . 5 PM Worship Svc
6 PM Stephen Minist 5:30 PM Trinity Bells
6 PM School Board 6 PM GraF::e Nights Y| 6:30 PM Festival Choir
6:30 PM Praise 9 7:30 PM Grace Chorale
Rehearsal
Reformation 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sunday .
7:30 AM Staff Devos 9:30 AM LWR Quilters
. ; 10 AM Bible Study 10 AM Bible Study - MM
8:30 AM Worship '
9:45 AM Bible Study & 10:30 AM Church Staff
Sunday School 330 PM SM Tralni
: i 3 raining
R 4 PM Dementia = | 5:30 PM Trinity Bells 5 PM Worship Sve
’ 5:30 PM Bus Mgmt. Caregivers Meeting | 6 PM Grace Gathering: | 6:30 PM Festival Choir
L 6:30 PM BOD 6:30 PM Praise f 7:30 PM Grace Chorale
4 PM Circuit Rehearsal

Reformation Service
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