



	 	 	 	 	 	 	          Statement of Beliefs 
~CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS CHRIST AND EACH OTHER~  

The following statements of faith are our non-negotiable statements of belief. 

THE FOLLOWING DOCTRINES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SALVATION: 
About God: 
 God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He eternally exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit.  These    
 three are co-equal and are one God. (Genesis 1:1, 26-27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19, II Corinthians 13:14; I Peter 1:2) 

About the Father:  
 We believe that God the Father holds all the attributes of God while exercising a unique role in the triune God.  He is the father of   
 Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and yet still one with both as God. The Father adopts believers into relationship with  
 Him as their Father. With Christ, believers have the privilege of being heirs to God’s glory.  He actively disciplines believers to  
 strengthen them for His glory. (Luke 1:35; Matthew 3:17; Romans 8:15-17; John 15:1-2; Hebrews 12:7-11) 

About Jesus the Son:  
 Jesus is the Son of God and co-equal with the Father. Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as  
 the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people on the cross. He defeated death by rising on the 3rd day. Jesus ascended into heaven  
 and will return again someday to claim His own and spend eternity with them. (Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:22-23; John 1:1-5,  
 14:10-30; Acts 1:9-11; Romans 1:3-4; I Corinthians 15:3-4; I Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13; Hebrew 4:14-15; Matthew 16:13-38) 

About the Holy Spirit:  
 The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to convict men of their need for Jesus   
 Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for carrying out God’s  
 desires, understanding of spiritual truth, guidance in doing what is right, and is our intercessor. (John 14:16 & 26, 16:7-14, 17;  
 Acts 1:8; Romans 8:26-27; I Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; II Corinthians 3:16-17; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 1:13, Ephesians 5:18.) 

About Salvation:  
 We believe that man, created by God, willfully sinned and is lost and without hope apart from Jesus Christ, whose death, burial,  
 and resurrection opened the way for salvation. We believe the Bible clearly teaches that all believers need to confess and repent  
 of sin, follow the Biblical command to be immersed, and strive to live faithfully committed to Christ.(Genesis 1:27, 3:6-7;  
 Matthew 5:16; Matthew 10:32; Mark 16:16; John 1:12; Acts 2:37-38, 3:19, 4:11-12; 17:30; Romans 3:23-24; Ephesians 2:8; II  
 Peter 1:3) 

About the Bible:  
 The Bible is God’s living Word to us without error and was written by men under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is  
 the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.(Psalms 119:105, 160; Proverbs 30:5-6; Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy  
 3:16-17; I Peter 1:25; II Peter 1:20-21 & 3:15-16) 



THE FOLLOWING DOCTRINES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR UNITY: 
About Baptism:  
 We believe baptism, by immersion, was both modeled and commanded by Christ. We believe baptism is only for those who  
 believe in Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior. We believe one who has believed, confessed and repented should be baptized.  
 (Matthew 28:18-21; Acts 2:37-38, 8:35-39; Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12; I Corinthians 12:13) 

About Mankind:  
 People are made in the spiritual image of God to be like Him in character.  Although every person has tremendous potential for  
 good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin”.  This attitude separates people from God and  
 causes many problems in life. (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 3:23) 

About the Church:  
 We believe that the Church is the body and bride of Christ, was founded on the day of Pentecost, and consists of all Christians  
 everywhere.  (Ephesians 1:22-23; Revelations 21:2-9) 

About Eternity:  
 People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through  
 forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is Heaven.  Heaven and  
 Hell are real places of eternal existence.  (Matthew 25:46; John 3:16; Romans 6:23, 8:17-18; I Corinthians 2:7-9; Revelations  
 20:15) 

About Eternal Security:  
 The way you can tell a person is a Christian is by their fruit.  In our church we encourage everyone to grow in Christ, and love  
 others to Christ instead of judging them to Christ.  Denominations and theologies often spend too much time arguing over  
 semantics and hypothetical’s, at the expense of the Gospel. The energy expended arguing over eternal security is one example of  
 this. Regardless of whether a person was “saved” once and fell away, or a person was never “saved” to begin with, their situation  
 is the same. They are not “saved”. Instead of arguing over the status of his/her “salvation”, we need to be showing that person  
 God’s love in a way that leads them to a committed, Biblical relationship with God.  At NCC we encourage everyone to grow in  
 Christ and love others to Christ instead of judging them to Christ.  (Romans 2:1-4, 11:22-23; Luke 15; Ephesians 4:15; II Peter  
 2:20) 

About Spiritual Gifts: (*see alternative below) 
 Few areas of theology within the church have caused more division than the subject of spiritual gifts. Some in our church believe  
 some of the spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit, spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12-14 are for today.  Some believe all of the gifts from  
 the Holy Spirit are for today, some believe none of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today. 

 We believe:  You can believe some of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today and be wrong and still be a Christian.  You can  
 believe that all of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today, and be wrong and still be a Christian. You can believe that none of  
 the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today, and be wrong and still be a Christian.  

 Behavior that Unifies:  At NCC it is okay to believe differently on this issue, but we will act in this way: 
  * We will not allow dissension over a non-essential issue to destroy the Lord’s work. 
  * We do believe God does work supernaturally and answers our prayer and through the work of the Holy Spirit,   
  empowers us to serve Him and do good works. 
  *We believe that every believer has a unique combination of spiritual gifts, personal passion, God give abilities and life  



  experiences to be applied to ministry.  
  *Because this is a non-essential area of contention between believers, we will not have a place in our church service  
  where the gift of tongues or the seeking of miraculous gifts is practiced. (I Corinthians 14:9-19)   
  *Our priority and emphasis is to seek a relationship with the “giver” of all good things and not on the receiving of  
  miraculous gifts. Spiritual gifts are not a gauge of one’s salvation, an indication of how much a person loves God, or their   
  maturity in Christ.  Because the gift of tongues is so widespread and controversial in churches today we want to be clear  
  on how we define “tongues”.  On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), the Apostles were empowered by the Holy Spirit to  
  speak in different languages. Some Christians use the word tongues. The word translated languages is from the Greek  
  word "glossa" and can refer to the tongue as the organ of speech (Mark 7:33) or to language the tongue produces. Acts  
  2:5-13 describes how the "glossa" referred to how the twelve Apostles were able to speak in the "glossa" of the  
  audience’s home countries. We take this as indication that “tongues” here is used as languages and is not an ecstatic  
  utterance in an unknown, heavenly language. 

About Communion:  
 Communion at NCC is defined as scripture defines it.  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 explains that communion is a memorial, a symbol  
 of a new covenant, and a proclamation of Christ. When we take communion, we do so in a worthy manner. We do this by self- 
 examination: Do I have sins to confess? Do I have relationships that need repair? Do i need to recommit my life?  It is distinctive  
 of our church that we take communion every week. It seems probable that the First Century church took communion at least  
 weekly. Weekly communion helps us to connect all of our teaching and worship around what Christ did for us, and His purposes  
 for us. However, we believe that it is perfectly acceptable to take it more than once a week, and we don’t think less of other  
 churches who choose to take it more or less frequently. However often we partake in it, the Bible teaches to do so in a correct  
 manner.  We believe only those who believe in Christ as Lord should take it.  We don’t legislate who can and can’t take  
 communion. However, communion will not have the intended Biblical significance to someone who does not believe.  We also  
 do not recommend children take communion if they do not understand salvation and the covenant relationship. (1 Corinthians  
 11:23-28; 1 John 1:9; Matt 5: 23-24; Rom 12:1) 

About Giving and Generosity:  
 We believe in practicing stewardship of all our resources, time, ability, possessions and finances, with the understanding  
 they are all God’s to be used for His glory and furthering His kingdom. Our giving is first and foremost an opportunity for us to  
 grow spiritually, develop trust in God, and give God his rightful place in our lives as Lord of our finances.  We recognize that  
 giving 10% of our income for the support of Christ’s body, the church, is a Biblical beginning standard of giving, but must be  
 accompanied by a joyful heart and attitude. (Mal 3:7-12; Matt 6:24; Matt 23:23; 2 Corinthians 9:7) 

About the Priesthood of Every Believer:  
 The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.  We practice the  
 truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a place of service. Every believer has direct access to  
 God through prayer and Bible reading and are called to witness and to minister. At NCC, we believe that we can never be all that  
 God intended for us to be spiritually unless we are serving in a ministry of some kind. This is not a “Works Righteousness,” it is  
 simply a reality of healthy spiritual development.  (Ephesians 2:8-10; 1 Peter 2:9) 

About the End Times:  
 We have people with many views on this issue at NCC. Some are pre-millennial, others are amillennial, and there are various   
 other differing views.  This is not a test of fellowship.  We believe that there will be a literal return of Christ and a Judgment Day. 



About Relationships:  
 We believe that God created us for relationship-relationship with God and with one another. We emphasize the greatest  
 commandments, which are to love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength and to love others as ourselves. It is by our  
 primary relationship with God, through Jesus, with the Holy Spirit working in us, that love and all Godly fruit is possible. It is by  
 our love for one another as Christians that people will know we are true disciples of Jesus Christ. We bring glory to God by living  
 our lives in authentic, life changing relationship with Him and with one another. (John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 1:5-7;  
 Genesis 1-2; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34-40) 

About Spiritual Gifts (Alternative):  
 We believe that you can believe some of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today, all of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for  
 today, or none of the gifts from the Holy Spirit are for today, and be wrong and still be a Christian. Few areas of theology within  
 the church have caused more division than this subject, and we will not allow this to bring division at NCC.  

 We will not allow dissension over a non-essential issue to destroy the Lord’s work. Because this is a non-essential issue, we will  
 not have a place in our church services where the gift of tongues or the sewing of miraculous gifts is practiced.  

 We believe God works supernaturally through the Holy Spirit, answers our prayers and empowers us to serve Him. We believe  
 that every believer has a unique combination of spiritual gifts, passions and God given abilities that can be applied to ministry.  
 We believe our priority and emphasis is to see a relationship with the ‘giver’ of all good things and not on the receiving of  
 miraculous gifts. Spiritual gifts are not a gauge of one’s salvation, an indication of how much a person loves god, or their maturity  
 in Christ.  

 At NCC, we define ‘tongues’, as used on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), as different languages the Apostles were empowered by  
 the Holy Spirit to speak. In looking at other 1st Century use of the same greek word ‘glossa’ in the New Testament, we understand  
 the best definition of tongues here is as languages and is not an ecstatic utterance in an unknown, heavenly language.  


