
 

 



 

 

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH 

READINGS & PRAYERS FOR ADVENT 2022 

INTRODUCTION- ”WHAT TO DO WHILE YOU’RE WAITING” 

You’ve probably heard the phrase “slow as Christmas” and it makes you think about your childhood and 

what it’s like to be a kid waiting for Christmas morning. All month long you’ve been celebrating with 

parties at school or work, caroling in the neighborhood, and decorating the family tree. You and your 

family make gingerbread houses, sweet Christmas cookies, and candy. You can hardly sleep the night 

before with all the pent-up excitement and anticipation for what the next day holds—gifts and the joy of 

watching them enjoy the gifts, and traveling all over to visit family to celebrate the birth of Jesus with 

the ones you love. It’s a lot. It’s good and beautiful and happy and exhausting.  

Then, the day after Christmas begins the countdown, 364 more days until the next Christmas. Those 364 

days feel like an eternity when you’re young, but then you grow up and it’s November and you can’t 

believe how quickly time has passed, wondering, “How is it that time of year already?” There is so much 

to do and so little time to do it.  

Just as the Israelites awaited the coming of the Savior, Jesus Christ, we are also in a period of waiting for 

His second coming. But, unlike the day of Christmas, we don’t know when it will take place and the 

events Jesus foretells are not at first glance good, beautiful, or happy.  

“And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things 

are about to take place?’ And he said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and 

tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” (Luke 

21:7-9) 

“Wars, earthquakes, famines, and disease,  

Persecuted believers, brought before Kings,  

Terrors and great signs from heaven above,  

These are a few of my favorite things…”  

Wait. That’s not how the song goes, is it? No one today is actually looking forward to these terrifying 

events. But Jesus’ words here are not just a warning for what is to come.  

“This will be your opportunity to bear witness” (Luke 21:13) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

So, while for some, the second coming might be slow as Christmas, it is all part of God’s plan and our 

purpose as His children. So that He can save more people from a life of eternal destruction and enter 

with us into an eternal life of joy under God’s radiant love. This, right now, is our only opportunity to 

bear witness to the glory of God for the good of others. There’s a big, big house with lots of room and a 

big, big table with lots of food. Who are you inviting?  

“Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth 

and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be hated by 

all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your 

lives.” (Luke 21:14-19) 

In our preparation for the Advent season and Jesus’ second coming, some might have the tendency to 

over-prepare. It can lead to discouragement and fatigue if we clutch onto everything we think we should 

do. In Luke 21:14-19, I hear Jesus saying the opposite. Put your trust in Him. He will give you the words 

and wisdom. He will help you endure this season and all the seasons to come.  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house” (Matthew 5:14-15) 

Joy to the World; the LORD is come,  

Let earth receive her King;  

Let every heart prepare Him room,  

And heav’n nature sing. 

   

Heavenly Father, you are the King of Kings. Your thoughts and ways are higher than our own. You are the 

giver of all good things. Thank you, for your words are true and we know you will do everything you say 

you will do. This is a truth we can have unwavering faith in. We pray as we enter Advent season this 

year, that you will help us focus on you and not on our to do list. We ask you to give us eyes to see the 

surrounding opportunities to bear witness to all you have done for us and give us words, wisdom and 

strength that shine a light on your glory. 

 

- Written by Laura Hartley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

Jewish history had never been without trial, from the time of their bondage in Egypt and onward. Now, 

they had been carried into captivity as the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and tore their temple down 

to the ground. The Babylonian captivity swallowed up seven decades of their country’s history, leaving 

them as a vassal state of sorts.   

Was there any hope?  

Would they ever see the Davidic kingdom come to its fruition in Messiah? Had the Davidic lineage even 

been attended to by the priests who had neglected their duties in Babylon?  

And then, God spoke Messianic promises through the prophet Haggai.   

“Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the heavens and the earth, and to 

overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, 

and overthrow the chariots and their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by 

the sword of his brother.   

“On that day, declares the LORD of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, 

declares the LORD, and make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD of hosts” 

(Haggai 2:21-23 ESV).  

A signet ring is worn by the ruler. He executes edicts with this ring. “On that day” was a prophetic 

indicator of “the day of the LORD.”  

This is a Messianic prophecy which was fulfilled through the lineage produced by Zerubbabel, 

descendant of David, resulting in Jesus’ first appearance and which will be brought to its final fulfillment 

when He appears on a white horse at the end of human history.  

The LORD completed the work of bringing the correct leaders into place as they left Babylon. During 

their warring and their captivity, Yahweh had watched over the lineage of David. God knew how He 

intended to bring His Messiah into the world through David’s line.   

God’s kingly heir had been named, a descendant of David, Zerubbabel, God’s servant who had brought 

the people back to Jerusalem and into the building process of the temple.  The seed of Messiah was 

housed in this Davidic king, though Messiah wouldn’t appear until five hundred years later. Still, He was 

on His way from ancestor after ancestor, all recorded. Though there appeared to be no hope at this 

point, the seed had already been planted.  

But as they awaited Him, their crops wouldn’t grow, and they were surrounded by flattened ruins, by 

the utter destruction wreaked upon Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s skilled army, equipped to destroy 

those they defeated by wrecking their entire city down to the dust, leaving no evidence of any building 

having ever existed, and destroying the surrounding fields.   

All was gone.  

 



 

Before any part of the temple was erected, however, they first laid the altar.  The altar sat alone.  They 

had been unable to make sacrifice for their sins during their seventy years of captivity. And now, there 

sat the altar, out in the open, awaiting the building that would cover it.  

However, their first act was not to build, but to make sacrifice.  Weeping and wailing over the 

transgressions of their forefathers who had turned to paganism, weeping over their own neglect of 

worship—they and their families—during the seventy-year captivity, they repented of their sins. The 

altar was the anchor, the reason this building’s foundation would now be laid.  

Yahweh reminded them of their history through the voice of the prophet Haggai.  

“I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and with hail. Yet you did not 

turn to me, declares the LORD. Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth 

month. Since the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider: Is the seed yet in the 

barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. BUT from 

this day on I will bless you” (Haggai 2:17-19 ESV).  

And now, they had a promise that their agricultural efforts would yield abundantly. And, like a signet 

ring, they had a king again: Zerubbabel, of the lineage of David, leading out as they attempted to restore 

the holy city. He worked at the forefront with the high priest, Yeshua.   

They also had the promise that the fruit of the vine and the fig tree would be abundant again, for from 

this day onward God would bless them.  Their sins were forgiven at last after seventy years.  

Rather than expanding the prowess of the Jewish nation as befit a Messianic kingdom, however, within 

four hundred fifty years, they were again in bondage, now to the heavy constraints of Rome. The Roman 

Emperor Pompei invaded Syria and encapsulated Judea as a province of Rome. All of Judea was now 

possessed by the Romans.   

Where was Messiah? Surely, He should have appeared on His white horse by now.  

But rather, these Gentile rulers could be found everywhere throughout their sacred land, mostly soldiers 

keeping the peace, supposedly, but this land had been given to first Abraham and then to his offspring. 

Where was Messiah?  

First Egypt, next Babylonia, and now Rome.  How could Messiah come to them now? Why had God 

allowed this to happen? What was His purpose?  

Jewish men were conscripted to build Rome’s governmental buildings, vacation homes, and roads, 

especially through Galilee, for that region provided a corridor between Jerusalem, the seaside homes of 

Roman officials, and the highway to Rome. Galilee held the best stone masons and carpenters, masters 

of their trades. Unknown to them, Messiah labored as one of these.  

 

 

 



 

God’s people had a long memory, for God had worked to sustain their nation for thousands of years, 

since Abraham. Their deliverance from Egypt had been the pinnacle of their reality as a nation chosen by 

God. They would never forget how God had opened the Red Sea for them to cross on dry land ahead of 

Pharaoh’s chariots.   

Most lately, God had rescued them from their captivity to Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar followed by 

Cyrus the Persian, who had released and empowered them to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their 

temple and their city.  And for what purpose but for the arrival of Messiah.   

With anticipation bordering on frenzy, they watched and waited. Surely Messiah would crush the 

Romans, seizing rule from them to establish His kingdom. He would ride in on a white horse as a warrior 

king, defeating every foe who stood against them. The Scriptures foretold it.   

All of their hope was anchored upon this reality. These Romans would meet their end at Messiah’s 

hands. He would crush the Romans. But then, the Romans crowned a king, Herod, the so-called King of 

the Jews.   

Herod was not their king. And yet, the juggernaut of the Roman government caused many to lose heart. 

They recalled their previous defeat by the Babylonians. The Romans had more prowess and executed 

battle tactics never before seen by them. Even more than the heavy weight of constraint exercised by 

Babylon, God’s people were now oppressed by Rome.   

Roman soldiers walked among them, rather than ruling from afar. Roman leaders attempted to decide 

who was to fulfill the rituals in the temple, rather than leaving it to the Levitical order of selection, and 

the casting of lots to determine who entered the Holy of Holies.  

Was there any hope? Were they fools to continue to look for Messiah? Then they recalled, God had 

indeed rescued them from the Babylonians.  Surely, hopefully, He was capable of rescuing them from 

the Romans.   

They held on tightly to the prophetic promise that Messiah would be a mighty warrior who would lead 

them into victory, crushing their enemies before ascending to his throne. The Jews knew from prophecy 

that Messiah would come and destroy these enemies.   

However, year after year passed, and there was no peace, and no Messiah. The Romans did not go 

away. Was there no hope? Where was God as once more enemies dwelt in their Promised Land?  

And then, a star in the east revealed a secret held within the body of a Jewish girl. Only Magi from afar 

recognized it, men who came from Persia, their former home.  In due time, Messiah would be revealed, 

but his arrival would be surprising. Heralded by an angelic choir that only the unclean shepherds 

witnessed, Messiah would come to the poor, the weak, the sick, the sinner, and the needy.  

For those who had no hope, He would bring hope- not political hope, but hope that resulted in life 

everlasting. It would cost Messiah His life, for He was and is our only hope. 

- Written by Melinda V. Inman 

 



 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

The thought of Christmas doesn’t usually bring up the thought of peace. Peace on Earth, you say? 

Where? Most days we can’t even find peace in our own house.  

We have busy calendars, and loud kids, 

Barking dogs, 

And too many voices in our ears, telling us too many mixed messages.  

Too many things begging for our attention, for our time, for our consideration, for our wallets.  

We want to deck the halls and make the season bright while also taking the time for Advent, working a 

full-time job, keeping the house clean, and loving your neighbor.  

Where is the peace?  

“Today, in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of 

the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:11-14) 

Emmanuel, God with Us. That’s the hope, the joy of Christmas. It’s what we are celebrating. When Jesus 

was born, it was God in flesh, dwelling among us. He was here, He was with us. God with us! He sent His 

Son to dwell among us.  

“For God so loved the world, that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. Ford God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through Him.” (John 3:16-17) 

He is the Prince of Peace. And He invites us to call on Him. 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and will be opened to you. For everyone 

who asks receives, and the one who seeks, finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened” (Matthew 

7:7-8) 

The peace we can find is that in all the things that are heavy and too much to bear, in the rush and the 

madness, there is never a place that is too loud or too chaotic that he cannot hear you whisper His 

name. Emmanuel. God With Us. Jesus, Be Near.  

There is nowhere that is too messy that He cannot see you, that He cannot pull you out of. Emmanuel, 

God With Us. Jesus, Be Near.  

This season may not feel peaceful. Let Him be your peace. 

- Written by Jenny Isaminger 

 

 



 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love 

with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.  

Deuteronomy 7:9 

 

Forever faithful and abundant in steadfast love, God keeps his covenant promises. Period. But Moses’ 

words of instruction here, as he prepares the Israelites to enter into the Promised Land, pose a big 

problem for God’s people- the problem of sin.  

Even as believers, we fail to love God at all times. We willfully disobey his instruction and go our own. 

We may even curse him! 

And perfectly keeping all of the Ten Commandments laid down just two chapters earlier is utterly 

impossible. We can no more keep all of the commandments than we can travel to the moon equipped 

only with a pair of Nikes! We can’t even get past the first commandment to have no other gods before 

the true God. We are naturally inclined toward worshipping money, possessions, the pursuit of success, 

and a whole gamut of other common idols.  

Herein lies a need for a blood sacrifice to atone for our shortcomings every single day.  

Jesus, though entirely sinless, paid the worst price in death at the cross, but rose again in victory so that 

we might have new life. God gives us steadfast love in our every breath. He continually pursues us and 

calls us to receive this love and worship Him.  

   

Father, we praise that you keep your promises and offer us salvation through your Son’s sacrifice and 

love, mercy, and grace. Incline our hearts this Christmas season to not only celebrate his birth but his 

death on the cross, resurrection, and victory over sin. Amen. 

- Written by Tracy Maness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

When you obey me, you remain in my love, just as I obey my father and remain in his love.  I have told 

you this so that you will be filled with my joy.  Yes, your joy will overflow!  

John 15:10-11 

 

To be filled with Christ’s joy, Wow!  How great of a promise to know we can be filled with the joy of the 

King of kings.  But more than that, our joy will overflow to the world around us.  

When we can rest in the presence of our King, he will produce joy in our heart and in turn this joy 

cannot help but overflow to the world around us.  When Christ takes over our thoughts, words, and 

actions, it is amazing how much our outward circumstances change for the better and how joy can then 

affect the thoughts, words, and actions of those around us and attract people to the kingdom.   

We often confuse joy and happiness.  When circumstances are tough, and life is hitting us hard in many 

areas we tend to lose our joy because we are unhappy.  In these times it is good to remember that 

happiness is based on outward circumstances and joy is an inward attitude of the heart based on God’s 

presence in us.  This internal joy comes from knowing and trusting that God is in control and has already 

won the battles for us.  The more we remain in Christ the more joy will take over in every area of our 

life.    

How do we learn to know and remain in Christ?  By spending time with him in consistent prayer.  This 

does not have to be in a kneeling position with our eyes closed and head bowed (although that is great) 

It can be by simply going through our daily activities with an attitude and awareness of his presence and 

talking with him as we do a friend.  He is the greatest friend we will ever have.  We can read his “love 

letter” to us, the Bible.  Knowing his word and promises gives us a sense of what we are capable of and 

able to do.   

Let his words motivate us to action, uplift us in our spirit, encourage us to live and share the gospel with 

everyone around us and inspire us to leave everyone we have contact with throughout our day in a 

better place than they were before interacting with us.  We can know him more by listening and seeing 

what he has done in the lives of others, as well as sharing with them all he has done in ours.  The more 

he is glorified the more joy that permeates the world.    

It has been said that there are only three things we can control in our life: our thoughts, words, and 

actions.  Remaining in Christ is when we learn to give up our control of these things to him.  We think 

about his love and sacrifice, we speak of his greatness and what he has done in our life, and we live as if 

we are the only Jesus some people will see.     

 

 

 

 



 

Sometimes we think that God needs us to fulfill his purpose for the world.  When we feel we have fallen 

short we criticize, condemn and shame ourselves into thinking we are a failure.  Criticism, 

condemnation, and shame never come from God.  God does not “need” us to fulfill his purpose for the 

world, he “chose” us to be a part of his plan for the world.  When we can keep this perspective in our 

thoughts and heart, we cannot help but be filled with overwhelming joy that the creator of the universe 

“chose” us to play a small part in his plan for the world.    

The Christian life is the greatest “win-win” opportunity we will ever encounter.  While we are alive on 

this planet, we have been chosen to play a small, unique part in the fulfillment of God’s plan and when 

we die, we get to go be with him for eternity.  How can we consider any of that a loss?  

Our inward joy has an amazing way of changing our outward happiness. As we contemplate his daily 

presence, we will find contentment.  When we understand the future he has for us we will experience 

true joy.    

 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the joy we can have in all circumstances.  Help us to always remain in 

your presence so your joy can control our outward circumstances.  Help us walk every moment in your 

presence so we may experience your peace to fulfill the purpose you have chosen us for.  Let our every 

thought be of you and your love for us and let it show in our words and actions to glorify you in all things.   

Make us a willing vessel to be used to show your glory, grace, and joy to everyone we encounter.  Help 

our joy always point people to you so you can draw them to yourself so they too can experience the 

unfathomable joy that only comes in you.  We look forward to the eternal future you have provided for 

us.  We love you, Jesus.  In your name, Amen. 

- Written by Jeff Newberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS DAY- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:1-5, 14 

 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” What an astounding truth! The God who spoke the 

world into existence entered it personally and purposefully. The God who formed us from on high came 

down to make His home with us down low. And why did He do it? To rescue us from the pit of our sin 

and raise us up to a love relationship with Him- the very relationship for which we were originally 

created. 

This is what we remember and celebrate in Jesus’ first Advent- His redeeming, restoring presence with 

us as His people. When Jesus was born long ago in a humble stable in Bethlehem, He met us up close in 

our sin and brokenness. He lived the life of perfect obedience that we could never live, died the brutal 

death for sin that we deserved to die, and was raised to life in victory forever so that we could live in 

that eternal victory too.  

It is only because He came then in humility that we can look forward with hope and expectation to the 

day when He will come again in glory. In this way, the first Advent prepares the way for the second. And 

in the meantime, we who are His have the privilege to live in His personal presence today. The love and 

kindness of our Father is ours in abundance because of the person and work of His Son, Jesus. 

This Christmas and beyond, remember and celebrate the presence of Immanuel, God with us, “the Word 

become flesh.” He dwells with us in perfect love right now, even as we are in between who we were 

wholly without Him and who we will one day be fully with Him. Let the words of the angels to the 

shepherds on the night of that first Advent ring out in your heart as you walk through this day: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

 

Father, thank you for meeting us up close in our sin and brokenness by sending your one and only Son, 

Jesus. Thank you for His perfect, finished work which rescues us from sin and restores us to a right 

relationship with you. As we remember His first Advent and anticipate His second Advent to come, fill our 

hearts with gratitude and joy. Let us live each day in light of your loving presence with us. 

 

- Written by Todd Blount 


