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Introduction 
 

When you look in the mirror, what do you see?  We see our reflection, an outward appearance, 

what people see when they look at us, but look deeper…  

What does your spiritual reflection look like? When God looks at you, what does He see?  

Somewhat like an x-ray, God can see right through our outward appearances, right through to our 

soul and spirit to the truth of who we are – sinners in need of a Savior. 

 

For the next several weeks we will learn the truth of our spiritual state before knowing Christ and 

God’s plan to bring us into His family and give us a new spirit and new purpose and a new way of 

living!  

This series begins with an “Ask It!” message where we will answer your questions from the stage 

both Saturday night and Sunday morning – and we will end with the Easter Service on Sunday 

April 9. If you would like to submit a question for Ask It! You can email us at www.ccc@ccc-rc.org 

or text (760)301-4840 

We will also host a Good Friday service on April 7 and have a FREE showing of the movie, “The 

Passion of the Christ”. There will be a movie for kids in childcare at the same time.  

 

Service Times are Saturday Evening at 5:30pm and Sunday Morning at 10:30 am. We also offer two 

Adult Sunday School options at 9:00am. 

Promiseland Kids Church is available at 5:30pm on Saturday evening for children up to 5th grade 

and Sunday at 10:30am for Toddler – 5th grade and Youth Sunday School for Jr. High and older. 

If you have missed a message or are viewing from home, you can catch weekend services on our 

Facebook page and YouTube by going to www.crossroads-ridgecrest.org or through the church app. 

We also have podcasts available by looking up Crossroads Community Church - available on several 

podcast apps. 

 

For questions or information, please contact us at: (760)384-3333 Wednesday – Friday 10am – 4pm, 

text (760)301-4840 or email ccc@ccc-rc.org  

http://www.ccc@ccc-rc.org
mailto:ccc@ccc-rc.org


6 
 

 

Week 1  

 

 

 

 

 

Ask It 
 

 

 

 

 

February 13th – February 18th    

 

 

 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
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Monday, February 13th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

“Does science prove or disprove God and the Bible?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Today’s Reading: Genesis 1:1-31 

Going Deeper: 

In the first chapter of Genesis, what is documented?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Briefly note what was created on each day. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study: Science 

Knowledge or a system of knowledge covering general truths or the operation of general laws 

especially as obtained and tested through scientific method. 

Scientific method 

Principles and procedures for the systematic pursuit of knowledge involving the recognition and 

formulation of a problem, the collection of data through observation and experiment, and the 

formulation and testing of hypotheses. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-31&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

Today’s question is huge and would take more time than we have to answer. The encouragement 

and goal for today’s study is to get us started on the path of personal study with God to find answers 

to this question.  

It has become common for many to assume or believe that science and Christianity are 

incompatible – but this is not true! Looking at the definition of science in relation to the creation 

account, what observable evidence do we have today that show the basics of creation continue to 

exist?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For Christians this is probably the easiest place to begin – if science is basically the study of the 

physical world through observation and experimentation, what we can conclude is that where the 

Bible speaks to what we know as science, it is correct.  

 Take into consideration that as humans have discovered and developed methods of scientific 

research, what has been observed has only proven that which already existed by the hand of God.  

Read through each of these passages and write what they teach about God and His creation - Isaiah 

40:9-31, Mark 10:30 ,Psalm 147:4-5, Psalm 139:13-16 , Romans 1:20, John 1:1-5.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How has science confirmed what the Bible teaches (think back to your high school science classes)? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Much of our challenge comes from what we have been taught in schools, especially when it comes 

to the theory of evolution. When we become Christian, we begin the process of transforming our 

worldview from secular to biblical, so it is important for every believer to do the work of being able 

to answer this question. How does this challenge you?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A9-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A9-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+147%3A4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A13-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-5&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Saturday and Sunday, the 18th & 19th, we are hosting our “Ask It” message where you can 

submit any question you have on this subject. Simply fill out an Ask It card and drop it off at the 

Connections Counter, email us at ccc@ccc-rc.org or text us at 760-301-4840. 

Today’s Challenge: 

The science of the human body is one of the most amazing examples of how it proves a creator God 

rather than disproving Him.  Take time to watch these links about the human eye 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHUjnfig5N8 and why trees don’t freeze and explode during 

winter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agQpBhIYVrE . Also check out the newest volume of 

scientific evidence for creation, “Without Excuse”, the 4th in a series of books designed to show 

evidence of a creator in nature. Other books are “Inspired Evidence”, “A Closer Look”, “Have You 

Considered” which are all available in the church library. These books as well as a short video 

devotional called “Without a Doubt” can be found at www.searchforthetruth.net.  You can also 

check out www.answersingenesis.org 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, February 14th, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

“How did Valentine’s Day start?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

mailto:ccc@ccc-rc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHUjnfig5N8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agQpBhIYVrE
http://www.searchforthetruth.net/
http://www.answersingenesis.org/
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Today’s Reading: John 13:34-35, John 15:12-17, Matthew 22:37-40, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Going Deeper: 

According to the passages above, what is the command regarding love?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who are we to demonstrate love to and why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who was our example? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Around the world people will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with flowers, candy, and gifts. But why 

do we do this? Who is St. Valentine? You might be interested to know that the origins and activities 

of this holiday are not what you think! It appears that the celebration of love may be loosely tied 

to an ancient Roman festival called “Lupercalia” which was celebrated mid-February and consisted 

of the celebration of spring, the pairing of men and women and fertility rites. Otherwise, there is 

no actual romantic tie to this day.  

It is also taught that there were at least three St. Valentines, none of which had anything to do with 

a romantic holiday – in fact, quite the opposite. For more information on this, check out these links:  

https://theconversation.com/the-real-st-valentine-was-no-patron-of-love-

90518?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIo8Tp3d6k_AIVXCytBh0SgQsjEAAYASAAEgLwk_D_BwE , 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Valentines-Day. 

However, the daily reality for Christians is one of a demonstrated love, its foundation being love for 

God that then flows out to others in practical living. Read John 3:16, how did God demonstrate His 

love for you and all people?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this impact you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there anyone in your life you would die for? Why?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A12-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A37-40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A4-7&version=ESV
https://theconversation.com/the-real-st-valentine-was-no-patron-of-love-90518?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIo8Tp3d6k_AIVXCytBh0SgQsjEAAYASAAEgLwk_D_BwE
https://theconversation.com/the-real-st-valentine-was-no-patron-of-love-90518?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIo8Tp3d6k_AIVXCytBh0SgQsjEAAYASAAEgLwk_D_BwE
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Valentines-Day
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Love is a powerful motivator and clearly God’s plan for His people is to show His love to the world 

through His followers. It is also a sad fact that the lack of love between Christians holds equally as 

powerful a testimony.  It is amazing to think that it is only the Christian faith that is based on love 

and requires loving others as part of our daily life. This type of love is not necessarily feelings 

oriented but a deliberate choice to serve and do what is best for others whether we think they 

deserve it or not. How does this challenge you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The thing is… this is what God does for you every day! 

 

Today’s Challenge: 

Using the passages from today’s reading, how can you practice biblical love to your spouse, kids, 

parents, neighbors, coworkers, friends, and others you interact with? As you celebrate Valentine’s 

Day, thank God for those He has given you to love and thank Him for loving you so completely. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, February 15th, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

“Is the Bible full of contradictions?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Today’s Reading: 2 Timothy 3:12-17 

Going Deeper: 

These verses, part of a letter from the apostle Paul to Timothy who was a young leader of a church, 

instruct what the word of God is good for and how it was written. According to verse 15, what does 

Timothy’s knowledge of the scripture from childhood give him?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 16-17, what doe Paul say the word of God is good for?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How was it given? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Word Study: Inspired 

Breathed out, given by inspiration of God 

Questions for journaling: 

We have probably all heard someone say the Bible is inaccurate, written by men or that it 

contradicts itself. What are your thoughts on this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Even for Christians, we can’t deny there are obvious differences in parts of the Bible where there 

seems to be contradiction. However, before we look at some, lets understand what a contradiction 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A12-17&version=ESV
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is by definition: the easiest way to describe this is, “that a thing cannot be both a and non-a at the 

same time. In other words, it cannot be both raining and not raining at the same time.” (From 

www.josh.org )  

A variation is simply a difference in accounts while continuing to confirm the facts of an event.  The 

best example of this is the crucifixion account in the gospels. Scan through Matthew 27:32-66 , 

Mark 15:21-47 , Luke 23:26-49 and John 19:16-42  what are some of the differences between the 

gospels?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the similarities?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If the four testimonies were given in a court of law, would there be enough evidence to confirm 

Jesus had been crucified? Any time a person gives an account of an event, there are likely to be 

differences based on who they’re taking to, what part of the event is being emphasized, the 

personality of the person telling the story, etc. These differences, or variations, are not 

contradictions at all, but many people who don’t want to admit the Bible is the inerrant word of 

God will argue about details rather than focus on the point of the story. How does this challenge or 

encourage you?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more on the gospel accounts, go to: https://www.gotquestions.org/harmony-Gospels.html  

God did use men to write His word, by divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. So yes, “men” wrote the 

Bible but over the thousands of years it has been around, the consistency and accuracy has been 

preserved by God Himself.  

Today’s Challenge: 

http://www.josh.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A32-66&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A21-47&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A26-49&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19%3A16-42&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/harmony-Gospels.html
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Take some time to check out these links about the reliability of the Bible from Josh Mc Dowell  

https://www.josh.org/is-the-bible-fact-or-fiction/ 

https://www.josh.org/resources/apologetics/answering-skeptics-

detail/?id=864&mwm_id=241861497562&mot=J79GNF&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI66Sc8Oy54AIVCz9p

Ch3zkwRQEAAYASAAEgKXCvD_BwE and , J. Warner Wallace, retired homicide detective who uses 

his skills to help teach the accuracy of the Bible. In the following link Wallace gives short 

explanations and answers for the lay person to engage in conversation with others:  

https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/quick-shot-the-bible-is-full-of-contradictions/ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, February 16th, 2023 

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

“Why are there so many church denominations?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6 

Going Deeper: 

In today’s reading, how are believers to live?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are they to maintain and how? 

https://www.josh.org/is-the-bible-fact-or-fiction/
https://www.josh.org/resources/apologetics/answering-skeptics-detail/?id=864&mwm_id=241861497562&mot=J79GNF&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI66Sc8Oy54AIVCz9pCh3zkwRQEAAYASAAEgKXCvD_BwE
https://www.josh.org/resources/apologetics/answering-skeptics-detail/?id=864&mwm_id=241861497562&mot=J79GNF&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI66Sc8Oy54AIVCz9pCh3zkwRQEAAYASAAEgKXCvD_BwE
https://www.josh.org/resources/apologetics/answering-skeptics-detail/?id=864&mwm_id=241861497562&mot=J79GNF&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI66Sc8Oy54AIVCz9pCh3zkwRQEAAYASAAEgKXCvD_BwE
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/quick-shot-the-bible-is-full-of-contradictions/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A1-6&version=ESV
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

When it comes to the subject of denominations, it is important to understand the difference 

between Christian denominations, non- Christian cults, and other religions. “Presbyterians and 

Lutherans are examples of Christian denominations. Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses are 

examples of cults (groups claiming to be Christian but denying one or more of the essentials of 

the Christian faith). Islam and Buddhism are entirely separate religions.” (GotQuestions.org) Why 

should knowing these differences matter? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

One important factor is the question, “do all paths lead to God”? (This is for another day – or you 

can submit that question for our Ask It message Feb. 18-19 to ccc@ccc-rc.org or text 760-301-

4840.) But the other factors are knowing the difference between a cult that identifies as Christian 

as well as understanding the foundational doctrines of Christian denominations and whether they 

are salvation issues or not. Some denominations teach baptism is necessary for salvation while 

others teach the spiritual gift of speaking in tongues is evidence of salvation and the Holy Spirit. 

We have included this link for some basic information on denominations, 

https://www.gotquestions.org/denominations-Christian.html as well as Crossroads values and 

beliefs. For a more comprehensive list, go to: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-

wax/quick-guide-christian-denominations/ .  

In 1 John 4:1 believers are told to test the spirits, and that includes the spirit of any church. Does 

this seem odd to you? The challenge comes in when we lack information or are taught to elevate 

tolerance over truth. There are many churches that “unite” for one reason or another but are 

identifying with denominations and religions that are clearly non-Christian and expecting God to 

bless their efforts. Turn to 2 Corinthians 6:14-15, what does this passage teach?   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this challenge you?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would these verses apply to churches?  

mailto:ccc@ccc-rc.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/denominations-Christian.html
../../../Desktop/Church%20Business/Church%20Policys,%20Procedures%20and%20Forms/CCC%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20(2).docx
../../../Desktop/Church%20Business/Church%20Policys,%20Procedures%20and%20Forms/CCC%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20(2).docx
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/quick-guide-christian-denominations/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/quick-guide-christian-denominations/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+6%3A14-15&version=ESV
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

Unity in the church doesn’t call for tolerance of dangerous doctrine but speaking the truth in love 

and it starts with individual believers.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to read through Crossroads Doctrine, values, and beliefs. List any questions you 

may have or submit them for the Ask It message this weekend – ccc@ccc-rc.org or text 760-301-

4840. Next, list ways you can preserve the spirit of unity within the church. Finally, take time to 

examine if you have knowingly or unknowingly elevated tolerance above truth and ask God to show 

you what He wants you to do. This is not a call to “scold” or publicly rebuke churches, but a time to 

let God guide you in this. https://www.gotquestions.org/tolerance-Christian.html 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, February 17th, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

 “If Christians are supposed to be representatives of Jesus, why is there 

still so much conflict, hypocrisy and sin inside the church?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

mailto:ccc@ccc-rc.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/tolerance-Christian.html
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Today’s Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21,  Romans 7:14-25, Ephesians 4:17-32, Galatians 5:16-24,    and 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15, 2 Peter 2:1-3 

Going Deeper: 

List the characteristics and behaviors in each of these passages that define the Christian and the 

false Christian. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

The simple answer to today’s question is that churches are a mixed bag of people… genuine 

followers of Christ, those who think they’re Christian but are not (either knowingly or unknowingly), 

those who are just learning about Christianity, false Christians, legalistic Christians, works-based, 

and lukewarm. When we walk into any church, we likely walk in with expectations based on past 

experience. What is your past experience with churches and Christians?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What have you been taught by others?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are those who love to create division over minor details or opinions of how things should be 

done – worship styles, preaching style, etc., read Titus 3:9-11, what does this instruct regarding 

them?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Even real Christians still struggle with sin. Now turn to Matthew 18:15-17, what do these verses 

teach about handling personal conflict/sin with another?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A17-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+7%3A14-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A17-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A13-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+2%3A1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+3%3A9-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-17&version=ESV
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Next read Matthew 7:1-5, Matthew 5:23-24 and Romans 12:18, what do these verses say about 

judging others, reconciling differences and striving for peace?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The good news from our verses above is that when we become a follower of Jesus we are a new 

creation and even if we wrestle with temptation and sin, we are still set free (See 1 John 1:9-10).  

The conflict and division among those who identify as Christians can always be traced back to pride, 

turn to James 4:1-3 and write what these verses teach about this.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pride and selfishness may be forgiven at the moment of salvation but it must still be actively 

removed from a person’s life – go to  Ephesians 4:22-24, what must be put off and put on?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Although it may be difficult at times, we must accept the fact that no one is perfect! Church is a 

family and like all families, there will be tough times, but we must work through those times 

together and in a biblical way. The challenge is to not let some bad experiences influence our 

relationship with God or the church. 

Today’s Challenge: 

For our challenge today, think of ways you can be part of the solution to any problem in the church 

or with other Christians. If you know someone who is struggling with a particular area of sin, read 

Galatians 6:1-5 and write what you can do to help. Is there anything you struggle with that we can 

help with? We offer FREE counseling – just make an appointment Wed-Fri 10A-4P 760-384-3333. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A1-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A23-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A22-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A1-5&version=ESV


19 
 

Saturday, February 18th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

“Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?” 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:31 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Today’s Reading: Psalm 66:16-20, Isaiah 59:1-2 , Matthew 6:5-15 

Going Deeper: 

According to Psalm 66 and Isaiah 59, what can hinder our prayers?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Matthew 6, how does Jesus teach us to pray?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does He say not to do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Prayer is our communication with God. When you pray, what do you talk to God about?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer is also a time of quiet listening for His leading.  

For many people, prayer consists mostly of asking for things… answers to difficult questions, 

guidance on big decisions, physical or relational healing, etc. According to Matthew 6, what was the 

first thing Jesus instructed in prayer?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+66%3A16-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A5-15&version=ESV
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We can certainly ask the Lord for all these things, but we must also take time to honor and thank 

Him in our prayers. Turn to Philippians 4:6-9, what does the apostle Paul teach about how to pray? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 It should be noticeable that Paul begins this instruction with “don’t be anxious” then ends it with 

how to change our focus to help keep us from being anxious.  

It can be a temptation to Christians to continue worrying about whether God will answer prayers 

and we can become anxious in the process.  It may take some practice but following verses 8-9 in 

Philippians 4 is the key to overcoming anxiety – even if it must be practiced every day for the rest 

of your life! Do you worry that God will answer your prayers? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you feel that God isn’t “listening”, there are some things to consider… first, examine your life for 

unrepentant sin (See Psalm 139:23-24). Remember, sin is something faithful followers continue to 

battle, but the key is battle – we are trying not to. Next, take time to consider what about your 

request may be outside of God’s will (or desire) for your life – will it help you grow spiritually? Will 

it help others know God more? Will a yes answer glorify Him or you? It has been often said that 

God always answers prayer, it is either YES, NO or NOT YET! 

Today’s Challenge: 

There is no formula for prayer – in fact great care should be taken if you are looking for a book on 

prayer. There are numerous books that claim to teach how to pray, especially in ways to get what 

you want from God. The article below on contemplative prayer describes some of this.  Prayer is 

simply genuine and heartfelt communication with our heavenly Father – and like any father He 

loves to hear from His children! For a little more information on this, check these links on prayer:  

https://www.gotquestions.org/does-God-hear-my-prayers.html, 

https://www.gotquestions.org/contemplative-prayer.html. For your challenge, take notice of how 

you normally pray and see if there is anything needing to be changed using Jesus’ example from 

Matthew 6. You may also consider starting a prayer journal, writing your prayers, including the 

dates, and follow up by journaling how God has answered them. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A23-24&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/does-God-hear-my-prayers.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/contemplative-prayer.html
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Hope 
 

 

 

 

February 20th– February 25th 

 

 

 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints, 
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Monday, February 20th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 1:1-23   

Going Deeper: 

In this first chapter of the book of Ephesians, a letter written to the church in Ephesus, what does 

the apostle Paul say believers are blessed with?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Through whom and why do believers receive these amazing blessings?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 16 through the rest of the chapter, Paul writes a prayer… part of which is that his readers 

would have supernatural understanding, through the Spirit, and that they would know what is the 

HOPE to which they were called. What is this HOPE? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

People are visual creatures… this is obvious to the marketers and advertisers of just about 

everything. If you watch commercials on TV, regardless of what the actual item is, what are they 

really selling? Whether clothing, a car, food, weight loss program, or medications, what they are 

selling is a promise – the hope of an improved life. Even in churches there are many who practice a 

type of doctrine that promises health and wealth or a spiritual “high” that makes a person happy 

all the time. In your experience and observation, how much truth is there to these “promises”?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A1-23&version=ESV
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Do they always produce the results people are looking for? Of course many come with the 

disclaimer, “results may vary” and the variable is usually the consumer – how much of their own 

effort is made -  or other variables.  

The same can be said of people seeking hope and change through Christ. In this series we will spend 

the next several weeks learning about a true promise from God that results in true and lasting 

change. However, like other things we search out and try to improve our lives, results may vary, 

and the variable is us! God is the constant, He never changes or lies, read Hebrews 6:17-19 and 

write what these verses say about this.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As we live in a world that is constantly showing us that there is little in which we can place our hope 

and trust, our hope and prayer as a church is that through this series you will discover God is 

completely trustworthy and His eternal promises are secure even when life is hard. 

Today’s Challenge: 

How do you view the condition of the world and people? What has influenced your perspective? In 

your own life, what do you hope to accomplish? Do you struggle with hope? Why/why not? This 

life is hard and is getting harder each day, many people have lost all hope and feel people and 

circumstances are unredeemable. Now more than ever, we need to know that not only can we 

stand on a firm foundation that will keep us stable but that we can show others the path as well. 

Much of the challenge with hope is the perceived expectations and outcome of a thing. Whether 

you are new to Christianity or have been a Christian for many years, write what your expectations 

are and how you came to them. Now take time to pray and ask God to help you know His standard 

and expose whether our expectations are realistic or unrealistic, self-focused or God-focused. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A17-19&version=ESV
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Tuesday, February 21st, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:1-3 

Going Deeper: 

In today’s verses, how does Paul describe the past spiritual condition of his readers? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Often, when telling a story we start with the end, the “happy ending” so to speak – that is what 

Paul did in yesterday’s reading. So, we have to ask, why did he do that? Then he goes right into 

what these folks, including himself, used to be like before they heard the Good News of Christ. Why 

do you think he did this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

People are quick to forget just how sinful they were if they really understood at all. This is a key 

starting point to the path of hope. Before we truly understand the gift Christ gives, we must 

understand our need for Him… but this must go beyond simply wanting to go to heaven when we 

die. What drew you to church in the beginning? How do you view yourself on a spiritual level? 

People may consider themselves basically good in comparison to others, but God views the sinful 

state of man very differently. Turn to James 2:10-11 and note what this says regarding sin.  

Sin is sin… it is clear that we can’t compartmentalize sin based on our standard of judgement. Not 

only that but before choosing to follow Christ, our sin nature separates us from God and our eternal 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A10-11&version=ESV
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future is death. Although this sounds like horrible news – which it is – the recognition of this truth 

is necessary for us to find our hope in Christ.  

As we close today, let’s remember that Paul reminds the believers in Ephesus that they WERE dead 

in their sins and they ONCE lived in the desires of the flesh, indicating a past condition. That is the 

GOOD NEWS – we are not hopeless! 

Today’s Challenge: 

Regardless of where you are on your spiritual journey, we will take a look at the actions, thoughts 

and intentions of the heart through the lens of the Bible to understand the nature of man. Look up 

Galatians 5:19-23, Mark 7:20-23, what are the works of the flesh? What is the fruit of the Spirit? 

What does the heart of man reveal? If you use these verses to evaluate your own life, how well are 

you doing? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A20-23&version=ESV
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Wednesday, February 22nd, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: Romans 1:18-32 

Going Deeper: 

In verses 18-23, how did the unrighteous suppress the truth of God?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What evidence of God did they ignore and how?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 24, 26, and 28 how does God respond to their practice of sin and unrighteousness? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Today’s passage shows a path that when taken only leads to further separation from God and 

certain judgement. Currently our world, its systems, organizations, and institutions can be 

described as suppressing the truth of God and teaching others to do the same. How do you see this 

taking place?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the effort to promote and practice tolerance and inclusion, our government, school systems, and 

general culture has walked further and further away from God and His truth, and we are seeing the 

results of being “given over”. Being given over simply means when people continue to reject Him 

and go their own way, He will let them do what they want but they will ultimately suffer the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A18-32&version=ESV
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consequences of their sin. We can recognize this in our own life and others… what consequences 

take place for the person who refuses to get help for their addiction?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happens in a marriage where pride and unforgiveness rules?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What has been the outcome of sexual immorality throughout history?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God is brokenhearted and angry over the damage sin causes but He won’t force people to obey 

Him. How does this challenge you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The general view of this is that God and/or anything/anyone who places rules, restrictions, or 

standards on someone even for their own benefit and safety, is being unfair and judgmental. How 

has this impacted your own life and the lives of those you know and love? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

It can be difficult to see and understand that often the best way to help someone is to “give them 

over” to their sin and allow them to suffer the consequences. How is this possible? Has there been 

a time in your life that you practiced a sin that had physical, emotional, or relational consequences? 

How did it affect you? Did it draw you to God or did you hide from God?  God’s ways are so much 

higher than ours we can’t understand them, but it is important to know that the reason God will 

allow us to experience the painful outcome of sin is in the hope of us turning to Him for healing. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, February 23rd, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: Romans 2:1-16 

Going Deeper: 

What, in verses 1-5, does the apostle Paul warn those who judge others?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on these verses and yesterday’s reading, is God’s judgment just?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do people treat God’s kindness?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is His kindness meant to do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 6-11, how does God render judgment – based on what?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of this passage, what is the difference between a hearer of the law and a doer? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What bears witness of the law in each person? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+2%3A1-16&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

We all have a tendency to take things for granted… our job, home, car, people, and often and 

especially, God. What happens when we take things for granted?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It would be wise to live in the reality that all things in this world are temporary and can go away at 

any time. With God, is it possible for His kindness and patience with us to be removed if we take 

His love and forgiveness for granted?  

This was the issue being addressed in the Roman church and it is still an issue today. There is a 

doctrine called “hyper-grace” that teaches all sin, past – present – future, are forgiven to the 

exclusion of the need to live biblically as a Christ follower. Basically, since we are forgiven, we can 

do what we want - does this sound like taking God for granted?  

The good news is that this can be changed through a repentant heart that seeks to please God in 

every aspect of daily life. It isn’t a perfect or sinless life, but one that does not cheapen the grace of 

God or Jesus’ sacrifice for it.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to evaluate what or who you take for granted. Once you have, list some ways you 

can change that. List ways you can honor God and be sure you do not take His love and mercy for 

granted. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/hyper-grace.html
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Friday, February 24th, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: Romans 3:1-26 

Going Deeper: 

In the first 8 verses in this chapter, you find Paul “arguing” the people’s reasoning behind hyper-

grace. How does he explain it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the next verses, Paul quotes Old Testament scripture, Psalm 14:1-3, Psalm 5:9, Psalm 140:3, 

Psalm 10:7, Isaiah 59:7-8 and Psalm 36:1 to show the unrighteousness of man – take some time to 

read each reference. Why do you think it was important for Paul to use scripture to make his point? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In verses 21-26, what wonderful gift did God give to all people and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

It seems that even 2,000 years ago, people were challenged by legalism in the church and the idea 

that God’s judgement is unfair. God doesn’t want to inflict wrath on people, He has to, and they 

choose it. Much like a judge in a courtroom may not want to sentence a criminal to death or life in 

prison, he/she has to because of the law and choices the criminal made. 

At this point in history, the Christian church was new and both Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) were 

part of it. However, each group had its challenges with what this now meant for them. To the Jew, 

as God’s chosen people, they had a tendency to feel superior to the Gentiles. In fact, they frequently 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A1-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+14%3A1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+5%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+140%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+10%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59%3A7-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+36%3A1&version=ESV
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referred to them as “dogs”. With God’s gift of grace through Christ, it leveled the playing field for 

all people… did you notice that Paul is completely inclusive in the spiritual condition of all people in 

verse 23? What the Jews were learning was they could no longer rely on the law or works to make 

them righteous. For the Gentile, they now had the opportunity of a lifetime – to be loved and 

accepted by the one true God – this goes right back to Ephesians chapter 1 and the spiritual 

blessings!  

How hard do you think it was for the Jews to see themselves as sinners in need of grace?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How hard do you think it was for the Gentiles?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you think the Gentiles felt now that they were offered the same gift of grace?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our ability to see our need for God’s grace and mercy often depends on our upbringing. For those 

who have been raised in the church, it may be more difficult. For those coming from a life of pain, 

addiction, abuse, etc. it may be easier to see the need. There is a beautiful encounter between 

Jesus and a sinful woman found in Luke 7:36-50. Read this passage and note the difference in the 

heart of the woman and the Pharisees.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus teach about their attitudes?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this passage impact you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on all of today’s passages, who would say you are more like, the Jew/Pharisee or 

Gentile/sinful woman?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7%3A36-50&version=ESV
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What is God telling you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

There is a big difference between doing good things and righteousness. Anyone, Christian or not, 

can do good things for others, but not anyone can claim to be righteous. The definition of 

righteousness is “a condition acceptable to God”. For the Christian our righteousness must be line 

with God and godly living, not the world’s way of living. Do you see your good works as 

righteousness or the result of being made righteous by Christ’s sacrifice? The only thing that brings 

us into a condition acceptable by God is when we repent and choose to follow Him. If you have 

been looking to good deeds as a means of salvation, let God reveal the truth about His grace. What 

might you need to do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, February 25th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 1:17-18 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 

Today’s Reading: 2 Peter 3:1-13     

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A1-13&version=ESV
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Going Deeper: 

According to these verses, how does Peter describe time in God’s view?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

According to verse 9, why is God’s judgement “slow”? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

There were times when we were children, that we did something we knew we shouldn’t and didn’t 

get caught, so we didn’t get punished. If you experienced that, what did you think as a child when 

you got away with something?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Often, it gave us the courage to do it again! This can also be the nature of sin and God’s return. If 

people and nations do not suffer the consequences of their sin right away, the courage to keep 

sinning prevails and over time people may think God doesn’t care or isn’t going to show up at all.  

Here, the apostle Peter is teaching that God isn’t being lazy or slow but demonstrating enormous 

patience with His creation – and WHY? He does NOT want anyone to perish! How encouraging is 

this to you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does it encourage you to know He is waiting for you, your spouse, your kids, and family, etc.?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The warning, however, is that we must not take God’s patience for granted…how does Peter 

describe the “day of the Lord”?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to Matthew 24:36-44, what does Jesus teach about this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A36-44&version=ESV
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In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus was teaching His disciples so Peter was likely there to hear His message 

and went on to teach others after Jesus returned to heaven.  

The point is that we must act on what we know. We can’t put salvation off thinking we have plenty 

of time or want to accomplish certain goals before we commit to Christianity. God’s patience will 

only last so long! If Jesus doesn’t even know when God will tell Him when it’s time to return, how 

important is it for people and you to be ready?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Knowing God is being patient with humanity, what do you need to do personally? Based on today’s 

passages, if you are already a believer, what should/can you do to help others? Finally, having spent 

the last six days learning about the sin nature of humanity, has it changed your understanding of 

the state of the world and how people think, talk, and act? How has it impacted your understanding 

of your own fight against sin? What is your next step? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 3  

 

 

 

 

 

Merci 
 

 

 

 

 

February 27th – March 4th   

 

 

 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
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Monday, February 27th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: Genesis 3:1-24 

Going Deeper: 

Briefly describe the scene between the woman and the serpent.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After the woman gave the fruit to the man and he also ate, what happened?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the curse God gave to the serpent?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did God do for them in verse 21? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

When we read of the account of the fall of man, it is tempting to ask the question why didn’t God 

stop it from happening? Have you ever pondered this? There is a great deal we won’t understand 

or have the answers to until we get to heaven but what we can know for sure is that although the 

first man and woman were in a perfect environment, they were not perfect. They had the capacity 

to make the choice between right and wrong from the beginning – and they chose wrong… they 

sinned. Sin had its consequences that has impacted us ever since. However, God, in His amazing 

love and mercy did something about it – what was it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-24&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It is said that the animal that gave its life for the skins God used to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness 

was the first sacrifice to cover sin. Turn to 1 Peter 4:8 and Proverbs 10:12, what do these verses 

teach?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God’s love for His creation compelled Him to “cover” their sin – this is an incredible act of mercy! 

How does this encourage you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word mercy in the Bible is defined as “helping the afflicted” or “showing compassion” – how 

do you define mercy in your life?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you view God as merciful and compassionate? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Matthew 18:23-35, what does this parable teach about mercy?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this parable help or change your understanding of God’s mercy toward us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Last week, we learned that our condition before knowing God is one of sin and separation and this 

week, we will focus on God’s mercy toward us. Take a moment to think back in your life and note 

the times when God has shown you mercy. Next, have there been times others have shown you 

mercy or compassion? How easily do you show others mercy? Part of understanding our need for 

Christ is understanding our sinfulness AND understanding the depth of God’s love and mercy. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+10%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A23-35&version=ESV


39 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, February 28th, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: Nehemiah 9:1-31       

Going Deeper: 

In verses 1-3, what did the Israelites do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 6-8, how did they acknowledge Him?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of the passage, briefly note the ways in which Israel rebelled and God showed 

them mercy.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does verse 31 say about God? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+9%3A1-31&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

In addition to people often wondering why God didn’t simply stop Adam and Eve from sinning, 

many tend to view God as an angry unforgiving entity that punishes people. However, what picture 

does this chapter of Nehemiah give regarding God’s character?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What has been your perspective of God in the past?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where did you learn this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is your perspective of God now?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It should be a comfort to know that God is merciful, and it is that love and mercy that has made a 

way for us to be reconciled to Him! It would also be equally unmerciful if He didn’t deal with sin 

and rebellion – meaning, it can be the most loving and merciful way of helping someone by letting 

them suffer the consequences of their sin. List some examples of this.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It may also be viewed by some, that mercy is simply “letting someone off” and they go their merry 

way to do whatever they want. However, we might do well to think of mercy as punishment delayed 

rather than free reign to continue living sinfully (See Hebrews 10:26-27). How does this challenge 

your understanding?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does today’s reading affirm this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A26-27&version=ESV


41 
 

Although we can be thankful for God’s mercy, it must not be taken for granted! 

 

Today’s Challenge: 

In yesterday’s challenge you were asked to write the times God showed you mercy… now list the 

ways in which it changed you. List any ways you have taken God’s mercy for granted. Next, if 

needed, ask God’s forgiveness for the times and ways you may have taken His mercy for granted 

and ways you can prevent this from happening in the future. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, March 1st, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: Psalm 116:1-6 

Going Deeper: 

What does the writer of this Psalm do when in distress?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does God do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+116%3A1-6&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

Do you call on God in times of trouble? How does He show you compassion?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The person who understands mercy also understands the peace of God. How do you think these 

two work together?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The mercy God extends us doesn’t only cover outward sins but the condition of our very soul. When 

we know we are truly saved by the grace of God, we can have rest in our weary souls! Read Matthew 

11:28-30, what does Jesus teach about this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part of the merciful nature of God is that we don’t have to strive or work for forgiveness or His love. 

Have you ever experienced a relationship where you had to work or earn a person’s love? How did 

that affect you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conversely, have or do you have a relationship where you are loved unconditionally and don’t need 

to work? How does that affect you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Peace with God comes with knowing who He is, how and why we can trust Him, turn to Psalm 46:1-

11 and list the reasons you can trust God.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to examine if you have or are working to earn God’s love and mercy. List anything 

that might need to change. Next, evaluate how well you place your trust in Him. Looking back on 

Psalm 46, how can you practice trust in each trial you may face. If you are doing well in these areas, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46%3A1-11&version=ESV
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write a prayer of thanksgiving. Finally, there may be someone you know who struggles with this, 

how can you help them? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, March 2nd, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: Romans 9:14-24 

Going Deeper: 

According to this passage, to whom does God show mercy?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who does He “harden”? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What is the purpose? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Does this passage confuse you? That’s ok… Paul addresses the confusion of his readers and us! In 

short… God is sovereign.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+9%3A14-24&version=ESV
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The quick answer is that God wants to show mercy to all who would call on Him, however, knowing 

the hearts and intentions of all people, He can also work through those (here, Pharaoh) who 

continually choose to reject Him, to show His glory and mercy to the world.  In no way is He violating 

anyone’s free will to choose Him or not, it is a matter of His decision to work through all people – 

good or bad. For example, Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus, he was chosen as one of the twelve, 

lived and learned from Jesus throughout His ministry, then turned Him over to be crucified…why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to John 13:21-30, what did Jesus know about Judas?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did the other disciples know? How does this account show God’s sovereign nature?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think Jesus showed Judas mercy in the three years he walked with Him? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are times when God must work through people who don’t love Him in order to bring about 

His plan. We may not understand why, but this is part of learning to trust Him and His ways. Isaiah 

55:8-9  helps us understand… what do these verses say?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are people in churches all over the world, including Crossroads, who were invited by someone 

who once attended, called themselves Christian and have since left the faith.  How does that reality 

help you understand todays’ study?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Although Pharaoh and Judas were doomed to destruction, this is not always the case with people. 

Back in week 2 Day 6, in 2 Peter 3:9, we learned about God’s patience, as a reminder write what it 

teaches. Both Pharaoh and Judas were given time to repent, but chose not to – how is God’s mercy 

and patience demonstrated through them? There are multiple accounts of God’s patience being 

demonstrated throughout the Bible and history… and we are part of it. How is God showing mercy 

to the world at this point in history? How do you see Him working through leaders, politicians, etc. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A21-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A8-9&version=ESV
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to bring about His plans for the end times? Who is the ultimate future person God will “harden” to 

work through (See Matthew 24:15)? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, March 3rd, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: Lamentations 3:19-26 

Going Deeper: 

In spite of the afflictions the writer of these verses refers to, what does he have hope in?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What encouragement is found in verses 25-26? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

It is taught the book of Lamentations was written by the prophet Jeremiah, also known as the 

weeping prophet. He was chosen by God to prophecy judgement on Judah for their continued 

rebellion against God for worshipping other pagan gods (see Jeremiah 1). Jeremiah’s story is one 

filled with personal persecution and loneliness as he was forbidden to marry (Jeremiah 16:2) and 

his family turned against him (See Jeremiah 11:21) not to mention the heavy burden of being a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A19-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+16%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+11%3A21&version=ESV
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prophet (they’re not usually popular with people). Jeremiah wept because of the sin of these people 

– his people – yet as we read today, in the midst of his sadness he found hope and joy because of 

God’s mercies which are new every morning!  

Do you “weep” for the sins of others as well as your own? We may not have been chosen to 

prophecy in the same way Jeremiah was, but when a person chooses to follow Christ, their changed 

nature and way of living has a way of exposing the darkness in others – we end up losing friends 

and even family and can find ourselves lonely. For Jeremiah, he clung to the one thing he knew he 

could count on – God’s steadfast love and mercy. How does this encourage you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jeremiah’s hope was grounded in the future promises of God to redeem Israel. For more on 

Jeremiah go to: https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Jeremiah.html  

Today’s Challenge: 

One of the unique traits of Christians is the true and deep sadness over sin. As Christians mature 

and become more godly, they become more aware and sensitive to their sin and it takes less to 

break their heart and repent. Is your sensitivity to sin growing? There is also a risk of becoming 

overwhelmed or even discouraged to the point of giving up if we’re not careful. Have you ever 

experienced this? How can you protect yourself from going down this path? It should encourage 

you to know you’re not alone in this – some of the greatest people in the Bible struggled with doubt, 

fear, loneliness and depression… BUT God reminds us of His promises when we are faithful to spend 

time in His word and we can be renewed in spirit, soul, mind and body! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Jeremiah.html
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Saturday, March 4th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

Today’s Reading: John 3:16-21 

Going Deeper: 

According to John’s gospel, how did God demonstrate His love to the world?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was His purpose? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Verse 16 is probably one of, if not THE, most well known Bible verse. Why do you think that is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Throughout Old Testament history, God demonstrated His unfailing love and mercy to people 

constantly – we read about this in Nehemiah 9. However, even when God rescued them from their 

oppressors, after a while they would go back to their sinful ways. Have you done this in your own 

life? Many of us have and do, which if left to our own devices we face a bleak future.  

But God… being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us gave His one and 

only Son to take the punishment for our sins. How does this act of love impact you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves… atone for sin. This goes back to Genesis 3 where 

we see the foreshadowing of sin being “covered” by the shedding of blood. It is only the blood of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16-21&version=ESV
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Christ that can cover our sins and offer a path back to God. If not for this act of mercy, we would 

suffer the full measure of God’s wrath toward sin in hell.  

Today’s Challenge: 

We will continue to learn more about the gift of salvation in the weeks to come, but as we finish 

this week, if you haven’t yet chosen to accept God’s mercy and follow Christ, take time to evaluate 

why. If you have questions, we would love to talk with you… just call the office for an appointment 

Wed – Fri 10am – 4pm (760)384-3333. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 4 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Plan 
 

 

 

 

 

March 6th – March 11th   

 

 

 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 



50 
 

Monday, March 6th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:4-7 

Going Deeper: 

Last week we introduced a part of this scripture but today we will dig into God’s amazing plan in it. 

Write the first two words of verse 4 in BOLD.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do these two words change everything?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do they offer you when you choose Him? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

So many people wait to go to church and become Christian… what are they waiting for? Many 

people wait until after they graduate college, start their career, get married, have children and so 

on… did you have these kinds of plans? Sadly there will always be something people want to 

accomplish that will prevent them from coming to Christ and one of the biggest challenges is the 

desire or plan to “clean ourselves up” or “get our lives in order” before going to church or choosing 

to follow Jesus. Why do they do this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever thought this? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A4-7&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you know people who feel this way? How do you respond to them?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the best of your knowledge, is there anywhere in the Bible that says God requires this? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There isn’t any formal data on the subject but there are likely few to no people who are successful 

in changing themselves before becoming a Christian. Besides that, what or who is the standard?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do we know when we are cleaned up enough?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Even though there may be folks who have been able to make some changes in their behavior or 

lifestyle, what they can’t accomplish is changing their spiritual state. BUT GOD!  

Today’s verses make it clear that God does NOT require us to get our lives in order for Him to love 

us and bring us into His presence through faith in Christ. Go back and look at verse 5 again… when 

did God plan to save us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this change things?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this encourage you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you encourage others who are putting Christianity off?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We can’t stop here though – not only was God’s plan in motion WHILE we were dead in our sins, 

His purpose was to give us life… real, abundant, fruitful life (See John 10:10) so that when people 

see our transformation, they will be drawn to Him as well.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Using today’s reading write how God’s plan has and is changing you or how it has changed your 

understanding of His plan. Start with your life before Christ (dead in your trespasses and sins), then 

write “But God” and then write how He has changed you. We all have a “But God” defining moment 

as well as daily moments of His love and mercy in our lives. Write as many as you can think of. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, March 7th, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: Romans 5:1-17 

Going Deeper: 

According to verses 1-2, how can we have peace with God?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the apostle Paul teach about God’s plan in verses 6-11?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-17&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this confirm yesterday’s study?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

According to the remaining verses who did sin and death come through?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who did life come through?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How much does this gift cost? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

It is probably a common trait among people throughout time that we don’t want to be seen as weak 

or helpless (as stated in verse 6). The biblical definition of the word used here means infirm, feeble, 

or without strength… which makes it even less desirable! Even from childhood we are taught to be 

strong and independent, to stand up for ourselves and have a fighting spirit – hopefully not getting 

into fights.  

However, how would/could this attitude interfere with our understanding of God’s plan to save us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Also common to many people is the thought that they are basically good and don’t need saving – 

how would this attitude interfere?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A person who doesn’t know they’re drowning won’t reach for a life preserver! Worse yet, Paul 

describes us as enemies of God in verse 10, have you ever considered yourself an enemy of God? 

Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to James 4:4 and write how an enemy of God is described. Briefly describe what it means to 

be a “friend” of the world.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A4&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this interfere with God’s plan?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Think of it this way, here in the desert when we have heavy rains in a short period of time it causes 

flooding. Most of us know Garlock Rd. will get washed out and closed. The highway into Kernville 

and through Kern Canyon also frequently experiences road closures due to flooding and rockslides 

– there’s no way to get through. All of our sin, preconceptions of our moral goodness, 

independence, and autonomy are like the mud and rocks that block the road – they absolutely stop 

us from being able to get to our destination. We don’t have the equipment to remove these 

obstacles and clear the road, only the road department or Caltrans can do this for us. Now what if 

a person was stuck in their vehicle and needed to be rescued but were enemies of the Caltrans 

worker and so the worker decided the person didn’t deserve to be rescued?  

Of course, this is human thinking but thankfully God doesn’t think like us! Not only does God clear 

the debris, He rescues us, heals our injuries, replaces our car and all without giving us a bill!  His 

plan is FREE and not dependent on whether we deserve it or not. Not only is God’s gift of grace free 

but His gift of righteousness is free. So not only are we rescued but we are changed – from 

unrighteousness to righteousness – from death to life – from unholy to holy – from separated to 

adopted as children (See Ephesians 1:3-14_ THIS IS HIS PLAN!  

Today’s Challenge: 

Part of God’s plan is found in verses 3-5 of Romans 5, what is it? In this life, before and after 

becoming a Christian, there will be trials, persecution, and suffering, BUT GOD doesn’t waste our 

pain or leave us in the ditch. What in verse 5 do we have that keeps us faithful and grounded? Do 

you rejoice in your sufferings? Here rejoicing means to glory in a thing or boast… this is not the 

normal way to respond to problems, but with God, even in this He has a plan. According to verses 

3-4, what does suffering produce? If you are currently in a trial, how can you practice this? How can 

you let God produce these qualities in you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A3-14&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, March 8th, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

Going Deeper: 

According to this passage, what are we when we are in Christ?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What has “gone”?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is our role? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

In God’s amazing plan for us, not only are we a completely new person, but we have been given a 

responsibility – giving to others what we have been given. In this portion of scripture, it is called the 

ministry of reconciliation. What does this mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The biblical definition of reconciliation is to exchange or restore to favor and this is a very real part 

of the life of the believer. As Christians, nothing God does for us or gives us is meant to be hoarded 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A11-21&version=ESV
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or kept to ourselves - everything He gives us whether salvation, mercy, compassion, spiritual gifts, 

etc. is meant to be shared with others. If you are Christian, do you do this? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the book “A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23”, by W. Phillip Keller, in going over the verse Psalm 23:6, 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,” he emphasizes this fact in that 

he says the goodness and mercy God shows us is meant to flow through us and be passed on to 

others. How does this impact your understanding of God’s love and purposes for you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The beautiful nature of Christianity is that even though God’s plan is meant for us, it’s not about 

us! 

Today’s Challenge: 

As God has shown us mercy, we must be merciful to others… list some ways you are or can do this. 

As God has extended grace and forgiveness, we must forgive others…list who and how you are or 

can do this.  As Christ has reconciled us to God through His sacrifice, we must tell others about Him 

so they can be reconciled to God also… list who and how you are or can do this. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, March 9th, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 3:1-21 

Going Deeper: 

In this chapter, Paul speaks of God’s plan with a specific term… what is it (vs. 3 & 6)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was revealed to Paul, the apostles and the prophets by the Spirit?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What role does Paul and the church have in verses 7-12?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remaining verses, Paul prays for the Christians in Ephesus, what is his prayer?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul’s prayer still remains over believers today, how does this encourage you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

It is interesting that throughout his letter to the Ephesian church, Paul refers to salvation, God’s 

love, and all that is contained in them as riches. Why do you think that is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The city of Ephesus was the capital city in a Roman province of Asia and as the center of trade, all 

major roads were connected there. The city worshipped the goddess Artemis, or Diana, who’s 

temple is one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world. As such it was one of the wealthiest cities 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-21&version=ESV
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that offered many luxuries such as running water. Paul, as he preached, had the gift of knowing 

how to approach his audience – he was able to use their experiences, environment, and even beliefs 

in his teaching them about Christ. So, it is possible that his reference to riches so many times may 

have been his way of connecting the Ephesian lifestyle to what Jesus could offer them. Taking this 

into consideration, what do you see in the lives of people around you that you could use in a 

conversation about salvation and Christianity?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For many people now, the plan of salvation remains a mystery even though God has revealed it and 

gives us all we need to know Him. God is and has been at work in our lives from the beginning and 

He has and is working through our experiences, trials, and accomplishments revealing Himself in 

hope of us finding Him. Take a moment to think back to some of the most significant times in your 

life and see if you can notice God’s hand in it. Even if you didn’t recognize it then, how do you see 

His path and plan in your life now?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can you practice being more aware of His leading in your life now and in the future? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

One of the biggest challenges for people, and even Christians, is the depth of God’s love and the 

power of the Spirit in believers and why God would even go through so much trouble for us! Read 

verses 14-21 again but make it your prayer. Journal what it means to you and what God is telling 

you.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday, March 10th, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: Colossians 1:15-29 

Going Deeper: 

In this portion of scripture the apostle Paul is describing, reviewing even, who Christ is to the 

Colossian church. List Jesus’ character and role in verses 15-20.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did God do this in verses 21 – 22?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remaining verses, what did God call Paul to do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

We are reminded again of the unsearchable riches of God’s love and plan for humanity through His 

Son Jesus Christ. For believers, the “mystery” of God is not a riddle to be solved but the specific 

revealing of truth by God Himself. Part of this mystery was the way in which it would be revealed 

to Christians. Read Psalm 51:11, Matthew 16:15-17,  John 14:16-17 and John 14:26. Based on these 

verses, by whom and how is God’s plan and teaching revealed? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A15-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
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We can see by Psalm 51 that in the Old Testament, God would send His Holy Spirit on specific people 

for His purposes but not everyone who followed God was given the Holy Spirit at that point. It 

wasn’t until Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension that the Holy Spirit would be sent to 

dwell, or reside, in each Christian from the moment of salvation. This is great news! This means we 

have the power of God at work in us to guide, teach, and transform us in ways we never could by 

human efforts. In fact, it is almost “mysterious” how habits and traits we wrestled with for years 

and couldn’t overcome, are healed and changed after becoming a faithful follower of Christ. Have 

you experienced this? What habits, behaviors or thoughts has God changed in you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does it seem wonderfully mysterious? What do you continue to wrestle with?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part of God’s mysterious plan is that His children will continue to struggle with temptation from 

sin… why do you think that is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to Hebrews 4:15 and 1 Corinthians 10:13 – in these verses, how was Jesus tempted? Why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In 1 Corinthians 13, what do we know about temptation and what God does to help us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One of God’s greatest gifts to us is that He gives us the ability to endure temptation and to use our 

experiences to help others and lead them to Christ. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 and note how we can 

do this. How does this give you hope? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+1%3A3-4&version=ESV
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Today’s Challenge: 

List the ways in which God has revealed His wisdom to you. How do you know it is Him (See 1 John 

4:1)? Next, write the ways in which you can use your past experiences and God’s comfort in them 

to encourage others. There is a caution here… when helping, encouraging, or counseling someone 

who struggles in an area we also have, we must be very careful not to fall back into temptation  

(Galatians 6:1) – list the ways you can protect yourself from this. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, March 11th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:5-6 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 

Today’s Reading: Romans 6:1-14 

Going Deeper: 

How does this passage describe the follower of Christ in relation to sin?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What changed this condition for us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a believer, what power does sin have?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A1-14&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 11-14, what are believers to consider themselves and how do we practice this? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Yesterday we learned that even after salvation we are still tempted by sin. This is a tremendous 

challenge for many people if they try Christianity expecting a perfect and easy life. BUT GOD… not 

only makes a way for us to overcome temptation, He also gives us the ability to actually NOT sin! 

We don’t have to sin. How does that strike you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The truth is we have the ability to not sin, we do still sin because we are human, but hopefully not 

willingly. Think about what this passage is saying though… because Christ died for sin, we are no 

longer enslaved to it. What is important to know is that before becoming Christian we have no 

choice but to sin – we are born with a sin nature, over our lifetime we practice sin and are slaves of 

it.  When we become Christian, our sin nature is put to death, literally dies, and our new nature is 

born, but we must practice living as free people. Consider this… a slave, one who is owned by 

another person, has no choice but to obey their master. Over time, the requirements of the master 

become natural to the slave, but if the slave is freed, they are no longer bound to the requirements 

of their old master. The challenge is now learning how to live as a free person. Harder still, to find 

a new Master (Christ) so that the slave doesn’t return to their old master because it’s comfortable.  

This is really the picture Paul is giving in this passage. The Christians in Rome knew very well what 

slavery was and so the hope for them was that even if they were still slaves to an earthly master, 

spiritually they were free people! 

Today’s Challenge: 

Review verses 12 – 14, how does Paul instruct believers to learn how NOT to be a slave to sin? We 

choose what masters us… money, food, alcohol, TV, relationships, etc. Not everything is bad, but 

it’s power and mastery over us is the issue. What masters you? How do you present yourself to it? 

This means to make yourself available to it or put yourself in the path of temptation. Paul states 

that we are to present ourselves to righteousness as a way of practicing how not to sin – list how 

you can do that. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 5 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Way 
 

 

 

 

March 13th – March 18th   

 

 

 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
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Monday, March 13th, 2022 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:8-10  

Going Deeper: 

In these verses, how is a person “saved”?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How are they NOT saved and why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To whom does the credit belong? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

From the moment we are born we work for what we need. As infants we cry and fuss to “earn” 

food. As we grow, we quickly learn that certain behaviors produce certain results. It is common and 

natural for us to operate in the “good behavior earns rewards” and “bad behavior results in 

punishment” mode throughout our life and even into our faith. Although there is truth to this – 

even in the Christian faith, there is one thing that CANNOT be earned by doing good things – 

SALVATION.  Why do you think God chose to do this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this challenge or impact you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was your understanding of this growing up or prior to becoming a Christian?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-10&version=ESV
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One of the challenges of the free gift of grace is that we are not used to getting anything for free, 

especially not something so valuable. In our society, trusting anyone or anything is hard, how do 

you think this plays a role in a person’s ability to trust in grace through faith for salvation?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How hard is it for you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

This week we will focus on salvation through faith. As we begin, spend some time examining your 

understanding of this. In your own words, write what it means to be saved. If you are Christian, 

what is your salvation based on? Do you struggle with assurance of salvation? Why/why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, March 14th, 2022  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Today’s Reading: Acts 4:1-12 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-12&version=ESV
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Going Deeper: 

In verses 1-4, it was Peter and John who were arrested – what was the reason and who arrested 

them?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many men believed in the message of Christ?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of today’s reading, who questioned Peter and John?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Peter tell the religious leaders?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does he specifically say about salvation in verse 12? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

A little context is required here – at this time, Peter and John had healed a lame man at the temple. 

Everyone knew this man as he was at the temple begging daily and the people recognized him and 

were astonished at his new condition. Peter took the opportunity to tell the crowd that had 

gathered about the power that healed the man – Jesus! This caused such an uproar that the 

religious leaders had Peter and John arrested until they could deal with the situation the next day 

(Acts 3).  

In the Jewish religion there were two main groups – the Pharisees and the Sadducees. It is 

noteworthy that in verse 1, it was the Sadducees that arrested Peter and John – in part because 

they were part of the group that handled temple issues but also because they did not believe in the 

resurrection of the dead at all (See Matthew 22:23) (for more on the Sadducees, go to: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html).  

Salvation is based on the resurrection of Christ, if there is no resurrection, how would this change 

the truth of salvation? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html
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The Jewish religious leaders fully believed in God, they religiously kept the Law and made every 

effort to preserve it. However, not all of them believed Jesus was who He said he was. If this is the 

case, who did they rely on for salvation?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think they rejected Christ when they had the scriptures showing who He was? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Furthermore, why do you think they rejected Him when they witnessed His teachings and miracles? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Peter drew the line in the sand when he told the people that it is only by the name of Jesus that a 

person could be saved. Many people struggle with this truth today – do you know anyone who 

does? Who do they depend on to secure their ability to go to heaven?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the truth of their eternal future? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Today’s Challenge: 

It can be very difficult to reconcile the reality that there are many people we know and love who 

simply cannot or will not accept the fact that they cannot earn their way to heaven. If you could say 

anything to them to encourage them and help them understand salvation in Jesus only, what would 

you say? We often shy away from these conversations from fear of conflict or rejection… do you 

struggle with this? Why/why not? At the end of the day, we must all answer to God for what we 

say and do… how does this encourage or challenge you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



69 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, March 15th, 2022 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Today’s Reading: James 2:14-26 

Going Deeper: 

In this portion of scripture, what does James teach regarding faith without works?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What example does he use in verses 15-16?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this seem to differ from Day 1 (Ephesians 2:8-10)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does James also teach about mere belief (vs.19)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does James say justifies a person’s faith? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Many in churches struggle with the perceived conflict between these verses in James 2 and those 

in Ephesians 2. Some contend that James is contradicting Paul’s instructions to the church in 

Ephesus, however, it really comes down to the terms… so let’s start with a few definitions to help 

us out. FAITH: the conviction of the truth of anything; belief. BELIEVE: to think to be true. JUSTIFIED: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=ESV
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to render, show or exhibit to be righteous. WORKS: an act, deed, a product, anything accomplished. 

SAVED: to rescue from destruction.  

It doesn’t appear that James’ argument here is about salvation but the result of salvation. Faith is 

the vehicle that leads to salvation and James points out that there is a saving faith and a dead faith. 

According to his teachings, saving faith produces evidence or works. If you are a believer, how does 

your faith in Christ produce the evidence?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Since he also points out that the demons themselves believe in God, this would demonstrate faith 

that does not save – or even a dead faith.  

Belief alone does not save a person but believing the truth of God’s word. We see this in his 

examples – Abraham and Rahab… what “works” did they do that was the evidence of their faith? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Further, let’s look at Jesus’ example in John 5 – Jesus had healed a man on the Sabbath who had 

been lame for 38 years. The religious leaders became indignant as it was against Jewish law to do 

any work on the Sabbath – Jesus for healing and the man for picking up and carrying the mat he 

had been laying on. Turn to John 5:16-18, what did Jesus tell the religious leaders when they 

questioned Him about this? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Working isn’t the problem and faith isn’t the problem, it our motive behind them – neither one can 

save, but together, with the right motive, they prove a person is saved and justified. How does this 

encourage or challenge you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Just as much as works can’t earn a place in heaven, neither can stagnant faith. A true Christian can’t 

be stopped from serving God in and through the church as well as other means of outreach. It is 

the grateful and humble heart that seeks to bless others out of love for the Savior. However, some 

people inside the church are so afraid or convinced that serving/working would mean they are going 

against the Bible that they do nothing. How does today’s reading challenge this? If you are a believer 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A16-18&version=ESV
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and are truly saved, but not serving in and outside of the church, what can you do to change this? 

If you’re not sure where to start, simply give us a call at (760)384-3333 and make an appointment 

to discover the variety of ways you can volunteer. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, March 16th, 2022  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Today’s Reading: Hebrews 10:1-31 

Going Deeper: 

In verses 1-4, the writer of Hebrews explains that the law (the law of Moses/Old Testament) was 

simply a shadow of things to come. What does he say the blood of animal sacrifice could never do? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In verses 5-14, what did Jesus come to do and replace?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do verses 15-18 teach about God’s law?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What will He no longer remember because of the new covenant?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A1-31&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

According to verses 19-23, what can believers have confidence in?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How are believers to support and encourage one another?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of the chapter, there is a warning about people treat Christ’s sacrifice… what is it? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

In the beginning of creation, the first man and woman lived in perfect relationship with God. Once 

they sinned by disobeying God’s command to not eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, their perfect relationship was damaged. Over time as people continued to sin against 

a holy God, He had to make a way for the Creator/creation relationship to be restored – this was 

done through animal sacrifice. Sin can only be covered by the blood of sacrifice. Throughout this 

time, God also establish the law for sacrifice as well as daily living for His chosen people – we know 

this as the Old Testament, specifically Genesis through Deuteronomy.  

In Hebrews, we read of the incredible act of mercy God gave us through Christ – the final sacrifice 

of His own Son to atone for all sin for all time. In doing this, the act of animal sacrifice originally 

established was no longer effective so that the Jewish people who continued to practice animal 

sacrifice were no longer covered. Considering the law practiced by the Jews had been established 

for a few thousand years, how hard do you think it was for them to change their mindset about 

animal sacrifice?  

It can be difficult for a person to not place their trust in themselves or other means/methods of 

earning God’s favor. What types of activities or behaviors do people practice that they trust will 

keep them in right standing with God?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Even in the church we can count weekend attendance, volunteering or even participating in a life 

group as a way of earning points with God, while continuing to deliberately sin – key word, 

deliberately.  
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The writer of Hebrews wasn’t referring to the sins we continue to try to avoid, but those we choose 

to practice full well knowing we are sinning. How can you personally tell the difference between 

the two?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to 1 John 3:18-21, what reveals this truth in a believer?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are a Christian, does your heart or conscience convict you if you are in danger of sinning? 

How do you respond to this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Once we learn and understand the sacrifice of Christ, we are now responsible for what we do with 

it. It is a dangerous thing for a person to take God’s grace for granted, willfully sinning, and thinking 

it can be “worked off”.  To do this is to treat Christ’s sacrifice as meaningless… how does this impact 

you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Start practicing being more aware of sin in your life and your attitude about it. Is there an area of 

sin you struggle with? Do you fight it and make efforts to resist temptation? Why/why not? If you 

need help, we would love to talk. Please call the office at (760)384-3333 for an appointment Wed. 

– Fri. 10am – 4pm.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A18-21&version=ESV
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Friday, March 17th, 2022 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

Today’s Reading: Hebrews 11:1-40 

Going Deeper: 

In the first verses of this chapter how is faith defined?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

As you read through this what do you notice is the key “ingredient” for each persons’ life? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

If there was any doubt or questions left regarding the faith vs. works debate, this chapter should 

cover it! In each example, the person acted on their faith… they obeyed God in faith, trusting in His 

promises. For some people, they saw the promise fulfilled – Abraham and Sarah had a son, Rahab 

and her family were saved, Noah and his family were saved from the flood – in each example the 

amount of time it took was different, but they never wavered.  

How difficult is it for you to wait on God’s promises and plans? Do you waver in your faith, or do 

you endure? Turn to Isaiah 40:31, how does this verse encourage you and give you hope?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the Old Testament, the real test of faith was believing in and waiting for the promised Messiah, 

this is what they never saw with their own eyes but died in faith knowing God would keep His 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1-40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A31&version=ESV
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promises. It wasn’t until Jesus was born, lived, was crucified and resurrected that the heroes of the 

new testament – the disciples and all others who faithfully followed Him – saw this promise fulfilled. 

And yet – there’s more! 

Just as in the days of Noah, Rahab, Abraham, Moses, and countless others, we continue to wait on 

the Lord to fulfill the remainder of His promise – His second coming. Each disciple of Christ, which 

means all Christians, is living in faith for Messiah’s return – many have and will die before seeing 

this happen, but they die knowing it will. So, when it comes to saving faith, it is how we live NOW 

and how we act on our faith while we patiently wait. How do you do this? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

If you were to be added to the great “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11, what would the writer say about 

you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, March 18th, 2022 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
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Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

Going Deeper: 

In verses 4-6, what do people receive and who is the One who gives?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the goal in verse 7?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verse 11, who gets to decide what gift a person receives?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of today’s reading, how does this all work together for the church? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

In Day 1 we read in Ephesians 2:10 that we are God’s workmanship, created for good works that 

He prepared beforehand that we SHOULD walk in them. But many people struggle with the “how” 

of this and place more focus on “what” the work is that God has planned resulting in Christians 

waiting around to hear from God or figure out what His “will” or purpose is for their life before they 

do anything. How is this contrary to yesterday’s lesson? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If God prepared a good “work” for you before you were even born, do you think He will give you 

the time, talents, and resources to accomplish it? How do you think God guides you into this good 

work? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fear and doubt are powerful enemies of God’s plan for your life. List any fears or doubts you may 

have. Now if you have placed your trust in the grace of God, through Christ, to save your soul from 

hell, would the same power that conquered death be also able to guide you? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A1-31&version=ESV
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So God, has given each believer a spiritual gift that is meant to be used to serve Him and the church 

– a talent or skill that can bless others in tangible ways. Working together it is the full expression of 

God’s love to a watching world – a world that is broken and in need of hope.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Whether you know what your spiritual gift is or not isn’t the issue, it’s simply getting started. Often 

the only way we discover what gift the Holy Spirit has given us is to volunteer in a ministry, any 

ministry! We may have likes or dislikes or special talents but sometimes God calls us to serve where 

we are most needed. Do you know what the needs of the church are? What are some needs you 

see in the town of Ridgecrest? Do you see yourself as part of the solution? God also puts into the 

heart of His people a passion for specific needs or people groups – for example, single parents, grief 

from loss, help for the addicted and so on. What do you have a passion for? We have multiple 

resources to help guide you in this and get started in your discovery of what good work God has 

planned for you – just call the office to make an appointment Weds. – Fri. 10am – 4pm (760)384-

3333.  Next week, we will continue to discover the daily, practical expression of this good work in 

every area of our lives! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New future 
 

 

 

 

March 20th – March 25th   

 

 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
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Monday, March 20th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 

Going Deeper: 

What did the “uncircumcised” or Gentiles, NOT have before Christ (vs12)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did their spiritual condition change in verse 13?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of the passage, what did Christ do for both Jews and Gentiles?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did He create?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is the cornerstone?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is the foundation?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are believers being built into? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

When we were in school, we learned about a series of programs developed shortly after the Great 

Depression called “The New Deal”. This set of economic and public programs set up by President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was meant to reform, protect, and provide our nation’s banks, farmers, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A11-22&version=ESV
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and people from future depressions. One of the most notable systems still in play today is the Social 

Security Administration. For decades, people have paid into and depended on the benefits of social 

security for retirement and medical disabilities. This was a new deal for people – a program that 

infused hope of a better future after suffering the effects of the depression.  

In Christ, we have the REAL New Deal! One that is not government led or prone to human error – 

it is not temporary or dependent on what we’ve paid in. It doesn’t just cover finances and medical 

but every area of our life – soul, spirit, body, relationships, work, worldview, etc. God’s REAL New 

Deal protects us from real evil, spirits, and forces at work around us competing for our attention 

and loyalty. And with this gift WE are an entirely new deal as well and our goal is to be dependent 

on God for all things rather than a program. 

The apostle Paul, in this letter to the church, reminds the readers once again of God’s plan through 

Christ to bring both Jew and Gentile together into one family, one church, and one spirit – not just 

a new deal but one they would never have imagined! Through this we have access to God, hope, 

peace, and purpose.  

Last week, we learned the importance of saving faith and the difference between works and grace. 

We also discovered that God created us for good works for those who choose to follow Him. This 

brings us to this week where we will learn what the Bible teaches regarding the new person and 

what good works should look like in daily living – life is now a whole new deal. 

When/if you became a Christian, what were some of the first changes you noticed in your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What were/are some things you are still working on?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How have your relationships changed?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you view things like your material possessions, your job, your family?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How do you respond in conflict?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

To start this week, using the questions above, begin a list of each area noting how God has already 

changed you and what needs to continue changing. The good works God created us for has 

everything to do with how we engage the world around us as much is it does using spiritual gifts to 

serve. When people look at you, do they see a whole new deal or the same person you were before 

Christ? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, March 21st, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16 

Going Deeper: 

What does Paul urge Christians to do in verses 1-3?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A1-16&version=ESV
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In Christ’s death and resurrection, what did He give as a result in verses 11-14 and for what 

purpose? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

As the one who established the church in Ephesus, Paul’s concern for the behavior of the believers 

is natural. We can identify this way… when parents send their children out into the world, there is 

the desire that the children will behave in such a way that it will reflect well on the family. 

Everything we teach them, every sacrifice made goes into the hope that our kids will remember 

what they’ve learned and remain faithful. This is especially true for Christian parents bringing their 

kids up in the ways of the Lord.  

As new Christians, we may be a whole new deal, but we must also learn what it means for us in our 

daily lives, and since churches are filled with people who are all in a different place of their journey 

with God, we must choose to practice unity, humility, and gentleness as we encourage one another. 

Have you experienced the need to exercise humility and patience while interacting with a new 

believer? What was the result?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you know of others who did this for you when you were new to the faith and just learning? How 

did this impact you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For many new Christians, we have the privilege of a pastor, teacher, or leader mentoring us in our 

faith. Paul points out that God specifically gave these gifts (apostles, prophets, pastors, and 

teachers) for the purpose of equipping and teaching the church so we will mature spiritually. How 

has the church helped you mature in your faith?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The church’s role is to make available any resources needed for a person to grow in Christ – it is 

NOT the church’s responsibility to make a person mature. There has been much debate in the 
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Christian community on this – some feel that it is the churches responsibility to mature its 

congregants or convert children into Christians. Where are you on this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the individual Christians responsibility? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Just as God can’t and won’t force a person to follow Him, a church can’t make a person grow. To 

do so would make someone other than the individual responsible for their sin or failures – and 

conversely, their successes! 

Today’s Challenge: 

List ways you can practice unity, humility, and patience in the church and with other Christians. 

Next list ways you can do this if you are the one needing guidance, teaching, or even discipline from 

others. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, March 22nd, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 4:17-32 

Going Deeper: 

Yesterday we learned that believers are to walk in a manner worthy of their calling. Today in verse 

17, how does Paul say they should not walk?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were some of the Gentiles doing?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does he instruct them in verses 20-24?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the examples of life change as Christians in verses 25-32? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Have you ever had a callous? If you have any kind of repeated activity that forms a callous on your 

hand you know that callouses don’t have the same feeling as other parts of the hand and they are 

hard. Musicians, especially those who play string instruments, must form callouses on their 

fingertips as they practice. In the beginning, as they are learning, the fingertips are painful until 

these callouses form.  

It is interesting that Paul talks about Gentiles who have become calloused and hard hearted, giving 

themselves over to sinful practices. It is the repeated practice of sin that forms a callous over the 

heart, mind, and spirit in a person so they no longer feel the pain of sin. This is where we all start 

really – think back to your pre-Christian life… do you remember feeling any pain, remorse, or grief 

over sin in your life? Why/why not?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A17-32&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We may feel guilty at first but over time if we ignore this, we are “given over”.   

Turn to Ezekiel 36:26-27 what does God do for us?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We basically get a heart transplant! God removes the stony callous heart from us and replaces it 

with a new heart that is sensitive toward sin and responsive to God. Paul calls this “putting off the 

old man” and “putting on the new”. The picture Paul gives is a purposeful taking off a way of life as 

if taking off a coat and putting on our new life as putting on a beautiful new coat! As we do this, the 

callous is healed.   

The main challenge is putting on the new and this is key to prevent the old way of life from coming 

back. Paul is specific about not just stopping sinful behavior but replacing it with godly behavior – 

how do these examples help you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have had repeated attempts and failures in overcoming any sin in your life, it is important to 

examine the issue from this perspective – if you have tried stopping a particular sin, have you 

replaced it with godly words, thoughts, and behavior? What has been the result?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We will never achieve perfection, that isn’t the goal… our goal is to become faithful to God by 

following His word – He will take care of the results! 

Today’s Challenge: 

List the sinful habits or areas in your life you are working on. What do you to stop or take off this 

habit? Next, list what you do to put on a new godly action, word, or thought. Keep in mind, the 

practice must be replaced with godly behavior, and it may not feel natural at the time – especially 

saying kind words to someone with whom you have challenges. Finally, we must always remember 

that this practice is how the people we interact with know we are truly changed, and this gives God 

the glory. “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36%3A26-27&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, March 23rd, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 5:1-21 

Going Deeper: 

As Paul continues his letter, what does he instruct believers to do in verses 1-2?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is the example?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 3-6, what does Paul teach about how we should speak and who we should listen to?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul goes on to write that the people he is writing to were once darkness, but they are now 

_________________, and are to walk/live in _____________________. What does this light do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 15-21, what does Paul instruct believers to do and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A1-21&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

Sometimes one of the hardest areas to change is how we talk – the words we use, the way we use 

them, and who we choose to listen/talk to. Cussing can become so habitual that we don’t hear 

ourselves using foul language. Then when we include “water cooler” talk, sexual innuendos, gossip, 

and other forms of sinful language we understand our words can be incredibly revealing. Has this 

type of language been a problem for you? If you are Christian, how has it changed?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you need to continue working on in this area?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Paul isn’t simply talking about cuss words, but the content of our words. He uses the term “Empty” 

– this means “void of truth, no fruit”. He also instructs to not partner/share with people who do 

this – meaning not to participate with them. Have you ever noticed how your language and what 

you say can change depending on who you’re talking to? Turn to Matthew 12:33-37, what does 

Jesus have to say about this?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this challenge you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Again, Paul gives a “put on” for godly speech – addressing one another in spiritual songs, etc. This 

doesn’t necessarily mean we are to talk to one another with worship lyrics, what does it mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Furthermore, James in chapter 3 addresses this issue as well – James 3:1-12 – what does this 

passage teach?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A33-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3%3A1-12&version=ESV
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Today’s Challenge: 

From all the scripture you’ve read today regarding our language, how important is this subject in 

the Christian life? How much is this part of our testimony? We often get so focused on the physical 

act of doing things, we may not realize the importance of speech. Briefly write what you have 

learned in this area – not just choice of words, but content and purpose. If you are parenting, how 

can you encourage you children in this area? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, March 24th, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 

Going Deeper: 

In this portion of scripture, what picture does Paul use to explain what God gives us to stand strong 

in the face of temptation? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6%3A10-20&version=ESV
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Questions for journaling: 

This church Paul was writing to was under Roman rule, so the armor of a Roman soldier was very 

familiar to all people. Just as a soldier’s armor protects him from injury during battle, God also 

provides spiritual armor for His children – both defensive and offensive.  

Although in our everyday life, the conflict, trials, and challenges we face are with flesh and blood 

people, who does Paul say we are really battling?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this change your perspective?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As you read about the armor, how much of the body does it cover?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What specific areas are covered?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

You may have noticed that Paul begins this portion of his letter with “put on”? Hopefully we have 

come to realize that God transforms us when we choose to follow Him, He gives us a new heart and 

spirit, BUT WE are responsible for doing the work of removing areas of temptation, we are 

responsible for learning and studying the Bible (sword of the Spirit) to defend ourselves from 

Satan’s attacks as well as continually examine our heart and motive. Read 1 Corinthians 10:12-14, 

2 Timothy 2:22, in both passages, what are the instructions? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What are the key action words?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Whose responsibility is it to do so?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This radical shift in thinking is how a person lays down their life to follow Jesus (Luke 9:23-35).  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A12-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A23-25&version=ESV
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For further study on the armor of God, check out this link: https://www.gotquestions.org/full-

armor-of-God.html  

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to thank God that He gives you everything you need to live faithfully for Him. Next, 

looking at each piece of the armor, list how each protects and guides you spiritually. Finally, this 

armor is not something to be removed and put back on each day – it should remain on at all times! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday, March 25th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Today’s Reading: Romans 12:1-21 

Going Deeper: 

According to verse 1, how are believers to present their bodies?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verse 2, what are we not to be conformed to?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How are we to be transformed?  

https://www.gotquestions.org/full-armor-of-God.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/full-armor-of-God.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1-21&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How are we to think of ourselves according to verses 3-5?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of the chapter, list the ways we are to treat others. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

The standard for sacrifice, as set up by God, in the Old Testament is an important factor in today’s 

reading. Turn to Leviticus 1:10, Deuteronomy 15:21 in these two passages, what are the laws 

regarding animal sacrifice?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(All the laws regarding sacrifices and offerings to the Lord can be found in the books of Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy). God required a lamb or goat that had no imperfections, why do you 

think that is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Turn to Genesis 4:1-6, in this account of Cain and Abel, what are the differences between their 

offerings?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this reveal about them as people?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It can be concluded that because the specific description of each sacrifice – an offering/the firstborn 

of the flock – Abel’s heart behind his offering was different than Cain’s. How would you describe 

their motives?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+1%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A1-6&version=ESV
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This is the point in today’s reading as well as the sacrificial laws – God wants us to bring our best – 

of everything -  out of love for Him!  

When we are lazy or bring God our leftovers when it comes to our time, energy, resources, worship, 

and so on God is not honored. Every area of our life – marriage, work, school, parenting, friendships, 

etc. is a sacrifice to God and should be treated as such. How does this challenge or encourage you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Every area should be treated as holy, set apart or sacred – read  Leviticus 20:26, what does God 

require and why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you see yourself as holy or strive for holiness? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We often mistake holiness for perfection, but according to the definition of being “set apart”, it 

goes back to verse 2 of Romans 12 – to not be conformed to the world. We are to be different – 

noticeably different! So, taking into consideration all that you have learned this week about the act 

of putting off sinful practices and putting on godly behavior, speech, and attitudes, how does the 

practice of this make you holy?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It is through this practice that our minds will be renewed and we will be transformed from this 

inside out.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to check your motive in serving, tithing, worship, Bible study, how you handle 

relationships, and so on. Are you giving God your best or simply going through the motions? Do you 

do these because it’s expected or because you love God? Check for areas of unrepentant sin in your 

life… when God requires an “unblemished” sacrifice, it is meant that we should be mindful, careful, 

not to think God will be pleased with our offering while we are willfully sinning, in effect we are 

bringing a “blemished” sacrifice. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+20%3A26&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 7  

 

 

 

 

Death Sentence 
 

 

 

 

 

March 27th – April 1st    

 

 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 
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Monday, March 27th, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Luke 12:1-7, Luke 11:37-52 

Going Deeper: 

In Luke 12, what does Jesus warn about the Pharisees?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does He call it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does He teach about Who to fear and why?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Luke 11, verses 37 – 44, what does Jesus say about the Pharisees that is an example of their 

hypocrisy?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remaining verses of the Luke 11 passage, what other group of people does Jesus confront? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 The scribes or lawyers were the men who made sure the law of Moses was kept to the letter, 

interpreted and transcribed correctly and meticulously – these men KNEW the law, but what does 

Jesus say about them in this passage?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more on scribes, go to this link:  https://www.gotquestions.org/scribes-Jesus.html 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A1-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A37-52&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/scribes-Jesus.html
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Word Study: HYPOCRISY 

A feigning to be what one is not or to believe what one does not: behavior that contradicts what 

one claims to believe or feel. (Merriam Webster) 

Questions for journaling: 

If you have ever made homemade bread, you understand the role of yeast or leaven. Yeast is the 

key ingredient to making bread rise so it is light and fluffy and delicious, and it takes very little to 

make a big loaf! In bread and other certain pastries, this is a wonderful thing, but Jesus uses yeast 

as an example of what hypocrisy does in Christianity and inside the church. Where have you 

observed hypocrisy in the church or with people who claim to be Christian?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hypocrisy, like yeast, takes a very small amount to do great harm.  The difficulty in today’s reading 

is that the Pharisees were doing some things according to the law – they were tithing, but what 

were they neglecting (vs. Luke 11:42)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

They were in synagogue/church, but what was their attitude (vs. Luke 11:43)?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What’s worse is they were teaching people to do the same.  

This week, as we approach Palm Sunday and Easter, we will spend time learning and examining 

ourselves to make sure we are not practicing the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and teaching our 

children, grandchildren, or others the same incorrect teaching and motives. As we do this it is 

important to remind ourselves that true hypocrisy is deliberate -  a purposeful act of trying to look 

good to others while living in a way that is completely opposite. In Christianity, you will find this 

type of person, but more likely we know (and are) the person who unknowingly does this due to 

lack of knowledge or unbiblical teaching in the past.  Finally, in addition to making sure our 

relationship with God is genuine, our purpose is to hopefully give you the courage and desire to 

redeem some of the damage caused by hypocrisy in the church/Christians.   
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Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to examine your motives behind attending church, reading your Bible, tithing, 

volunteering, etc. and write it down. Also, if you have made it known to others you are Christian, 

examine your lifestyle against what you say. If you are teaching your children, grandchildren, or 

others, who or what do you use to teach them? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, March 28th, 2023 

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 7:15-27 

Going Deeper: 

In verses 15-20, how does Jesus say we will recognize false prophets?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the warning in verses 21-23?   

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the encouragement in verses 24-27? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A15-27&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Part of making sure we are not practicing hypocrisy is being discerning of who we choose to listen 

to and learn from. False prophets, teachers, pastors, leaders, and authors in the Christian faith are 

everywhere and it can be hard to tell if they are true Christians. There are numerous denominations 

and doctrines inside the Christian church that are taught every weekend that can lead people to 

believe they are in right standing with God, yet they will hear Jesus say, “depart from Me” at the 

end of their life. Does this concern you? Why/why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The key here is the “fruit” of a person who says they are Christian and being able to tell if it is true 

fruit or fake. Just as a bowl of fake apples and oranges may seem real at first glance, it’s not until 

you get close that you can see the evidence of it being made of plastic. How does this apply to 

Christians?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Often it can take time to really see if the fruit in a person’s life is real and it can require a closer 

look, but we may not want to take the time, or we feel like we’re being judgmental, or they are a 

really nice person and we don’t really want to know. Have you experienced this? How did you 

handle it?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did God reveal? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

There are many people in churches that claim to be able to heal people, cast out demons, speak in 

tongues, prophesy or have a “word” and it appears real, but there are ways of being able to tell… 

turn to  Jeremiah 28:9 and Lamentations 2:14, what do these passages teach about prophecy?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+28%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+2%3A14&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now turn to 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, according to these verses, Who gives spiritual gifts?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who empowers them?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who are they to benefit?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One of the most obvious fruit in a false Christian is who they glorify, themselves or God. If you hear 

a preacher/teacher say “I” have a word, “I” give you the gift of____ and so on, it is probable that 

they are a false teacher – knowingly or unknowingly. The point is, Jesus has given us all we need to 

know about this and once we know we are now accountable. If we are diligently studying ALL of 

God’s word – not just some or our favorite parts, we WILL be able to discern truth from error and 

our foundation will be solid. 

Today’s Challenge: 

What is your current method of discerning or testing if what you are being taught is truly biblical? 

The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:1 to “test the spirits” so we don’t need to feel guilty or that we are 

being judgmental toward others. If you have had someone prophesy over you or give you a word, 

how do you handle it? Following Jeremiah and Lamentations, write it down and date it. Pray that 

God will show you the truth and wait to see if it comes true. Don’t immediately reject it because 

we don’t want to assume the message wasn’t from God, but be patient – the outcome may take 

time. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A4-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1&version=ESV
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Wednesday, March 29th, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Luke 19:1-10 

Going Deeper: 

In this account of Zacchaeus, how did he respond when he saw Jesus?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When Jesus asked to go to Zacchaeus’ home, what did he tell Jesus he would do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did people in the crowd react to Jesus going to his house?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verse 10, who did Jesus come to save? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Yesterday we learned about fruit, fake fruit and how to tell the difference. Today is a wonderful 

example of another type of fruit – repentance.  There is so much we can learn in this short account 

(no pun intended…) First, Zacchaeus’ career was as tax collector, but not just a collector – the chief 

collector. Part of his profit would come from what was called tax farming – how much extra he 

could collect from people. The Jews hated these people, then when we add in that Zacchaeus was 

also a Jew, it was especially despicable. But something in him knew or perceived that Jesus was the 

hope and answer to a different life. 

When Zacchaeus heard Jesus was coming through his town, he reacted with excitement – he fought 

his way to the top of a tree just to see Him. How many people have you seen pursue Jesus like this? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-10&version=ESV
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It may not necessarily be a physical act, but the desperate pursuit of a lost soul who is looking to 

be saved! Everyone’s story of how they came to Christ is different, but one thing should be common 

to all – repentance, true repentance that bears fruit.   

For Zacchaeus, since he had extorted money from people, he paid back four times as much and 

gave half of what he owned to the poor. That’s fruit! The real evidence of a changed heart and it 

wasn’t to make himself look good but because he was truly convicted of his sin, and he acted on it.  

This is how we know we are saved.  

It doesn’t say that Zacchaeus changed careers, maybe he remained a tax collector, but if he did, 

how would he be able to demonstrate he was a changed man in spite of his job? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Our career, place of employment, can be one of the greatest places we can practice the fruit of 

repentance. In your job, have you stepped on people to make it to the top? Have you insulted or 

acted rudely to your coworkers? Have you gossiped about your boss? Have you taken office supplies 

or toilet paper home (okay it’s stealing)? Have you blame-shifted when you failed to do work? 

Hopefully you answered “no”, but if you have done any of these things, how can you use Zacchaeus’ 

example to repair damage and ask forgiveness if needed? Additionally, we can find ourselves in a 

job that has a negative stigma about it, or is filled with negative people - how can you be a light in 

your workplace? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, March 30th, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Luke 12:15-21 

Going Deeper: 

What is the core lesson of this passage as stated in verse 15? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Many times, it is misunderstood that God opposes wealth. However, when reading through the 

Bible, there are many examples of God blessing people with wealth – Job and Abraham are two. 

The problem isn’t money or possessions, turn to Matthew 19:16-26, what does Jesus teach about 

riches?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nowhere does the Bible say that riches are bad, but there are several passages warning about the 

temptation that comes with it. You’ve already read one in Matthew 19, let’s look at a few more… 1 

Timothy 6:10, Ecclesiastes 5:10, Exodus 20:17  and Matthew 6:19-24 what do these verses say the 

real issue is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Greed, coveting, or love of money – however you look at it, if it is the focus, motive, and drive of a 

person’s life, clearly God is not. God gives us the ability to earn money to provide for our families 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A13-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A16-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+5%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A19-24&version=ESV
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and He has given some people the ability to earn great wealth – in other cases, His sovereign plan 

is that a person will not have much money at all. How has God gifted you in this area?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you handle your finances?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you view money and possessions?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is money an obstacle in your faith? 

In today’s reading, the warning wasn’t against being prepared… in fact it is the good steward that 

plans for the future. Turn to  Genesis 41:1-8 and 28-36, in this account, Joseph was able to interpret 

a dream about the future that God had given Pharaoh – what was the message of the dream and 

what was Joseph’s advice to Pharaoh?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God wants His people to be prepared for the future with food, supplies, savings, etc. but it is the 

motive that is important. What should your motive be for preparing this way?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Doomsday preppers get a bad rap but if the world should fall apart or the economy collapses who 

will be the first people to go to? People can get a little zealous, but for Christians our planning 

should not take only ourselves into account but how we can help others. How can this be an 

opportunity for evangelism? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Still, what is THE most important lesson in all of this? We should be rich toward God! Jesus is telling 

us we should be prepared for our eternal future first and foremost! What good is all of our prepping 

if our soul ends up in hell? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+41%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+41%3A28-36&version=ESV
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Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to really examine your view and motive with money and possessions. In this we 

must always remember everything we have belongs to God and we can’t take it with us when we 

die.  If God has blessed you with wealth, how can you glorify Him with it? If you haven’t asked Him, 

do so now. If you would like to save for the future but are having difficulty, we would love to help 

you work through a budgeting plan. You can call the office for an appointment at (760)384-3333 or 

check out some of the financial resources in the church library, or www.RightNowmedia.org . You 

can also go to www.ramseysolutions.com for information on Financial Peace University. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, March 31st, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 24:14-30 

 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/
http://www.ramseysolutions.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=ESV
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Going Deeper: 

In this passage, Jesus describes the coming of the Son of Man and the kingdom of heaven using a 

parable. Briefly describe the parable.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who does the master represent?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who do the servants represent? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

In the time of Jesus, a talent was a sum of money, but in reality, the concept can apply to anything 

– our time, energy, resources, down time,… even relationships. The focus here isn’t the amount of 

anything we have but what we choose to do with it. This parable can also represent salvation and 

the fruit of it.  

Since many people struggle with why the last servant was considered wicked and cast into outer 

darkness, let’s view this from another perspective. Let’s go back to the first couple days of our study 

this week and the subject of fruit. When a person plants a fruit tree, they expect to see good fruit 

grow on it over a period of time – depending on the tree. The hope is the fruit is good to eat and 

the tree continues to produce more each season. However, if the tree doesn’t produce any fruit or 

very little fruit, what will the person likely do with the tree?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read John 15:1-6 what is the lesson in this passage?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Non-producing trees are still trees. They may be pretty to look at, they may provide shade, but if 

they produce no fruit, they will be removed and burned. However, a tree is a tree, and it can’t help 

whether it produces fruit or not – we CAN.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-6&version=ESV
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God has given each believer a spiritual gift(s) to be used for service, the word of God to be shared 

with others, and fruit of the Holy Spirit to bring light and hope to our world. Our salvation should 

not be selfish and hoarded for ourselves. Turn to Ephesians 5:16, Colossians 4:5-6 – what are we to 

do with our time on earth and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

In today’s parable it is also noteworthy that the servants who invested their master’s money were 

not in control of how much return they got for their investment, they simply acted wisely with what 

they were given. We cannot control the outcome of our efforts to share the Gospel with others, 

but we will hear “well don’t good and faithful servant” for our faithfulness with this priceless gift! 

Today’s Challenge: 

If you were to identify with one of the servants in the parable of the talents, which one would you 

be and why? Are you faithful with what God has given you? Do you share the Good News with 

others? What will you hear the Master say to you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+4%3A5-6&version=ESV
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Saturday, April 1st, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: Luke 12:19-21 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 

rich toward God.” 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 

Going Deeper: 

What is the scene in today’s reading?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus instruct the disciples to do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When He entered Jerusalem, how were the crowds responding? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

The last several days, we have been studying Jesus’ main message just before His crucifixion – be 

prepared! Before He entered Jerusalem for the last time, He did many miracles and taught many 

parables about the kingdom of Heaven and the coming of the Son of Man (or His return).   

As He entered the city, what word were the people shouting?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The word Hosanna means “O Lord save!” and whether purposely or not, they were quoting Psalm 

118:25-26 and exclaiming – Lord save us! But did they know what He came to do and who He came 

to save? 

At this point in His ministry, the people - especially His disciples – thought He was riding into 

Jerusalem to overthrow the Roman government and establish Israel’s rule. They couldn’t have been 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+118%3A25-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+118%3A25-26&version=ESV
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further from the truth! Jesus did come to save them, and us, but not from government tyranny and 

not from taxes and inflation, but from eternal death – Hell.  

As we celebrate and remember what we know as Palm Sunday, the first day of Jesus’ last week on 

earth, we would do well to remember why He was sent into the world – to seek and save the lost, 

to seek and save you – your husband or wife, your kids and grandkids, your friends, and neighbors. 

Read  John 3:16-17 and 1 John 4:19… how does this impact you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

Take some time to prepare yourself soul and spirit to read of the Death and Resurrection of Christ 

with fresh eyes. Strive to learn something new of this familiar story. Examine if you have taken 

Christ’s sacrifice for granted and determine to understand more this coming week. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A19&version=ESV
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Week 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 3rd – April 8th   

 

 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
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Monday, April 3rd, 2023 

Day 1 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 21:12-17   

Going Deeper: 

In verses 12-13, what did Jesus do when He came into the temple?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was He upset?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What took place afterward?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the religious leaders respond? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Although we don’t know the true chronological order of the events leading up to the crucifixion, 

church tradition teaches the cleansing of the temple may have happened the day after the 

triumphal entry (Week 7, Day 6). Jesus is coming into Jerusalem, it is the time of the Passover – one 

of the required and most important Jewish feasts and hundreds of thousands of people from all 

over have traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate. For many, coming from a different region, their 

money wouldn’t be accepted in the temple, so they needed to exchange it. However, it had become 

common, and allowed by the religious leaders, to have money changers inside the temple, but they 

weren’t simply exchanging money, they were cheating people and inhibiting many from being able 

to worship God. Hence the severe reaction from Jesus!  

There are several parties involved in this challenge… the religious leaders, the money lenders, and 

merchants selling animals for sacrifice, also those who bought from them. If we look past the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A12-17&version=ESV
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immediate problem, we will find a deeper one, the heart of the people involved. What do the 

actions of the people involved reveal about their heart and motive? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The picture we see here is still so common today where churches all over the world are filled with 

people going through the motions, adhering to tradition, knowingly or unknowingly participating in 

unbiblical practices. Regardless of how long you have been a Christian, or if you are new to 

Christianity, what is your motive in celebrating Easter?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you celebrate?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has Easter become just another Christian tradition that is dull of heart or does it humble you? Do 

you have questions about Easter? There is so much to learn about this pivotal time in history that 

we can’t cover it all in this week’s study so if you do have any questions, feel free to text them in 

for Q&A Saturday night (760)301-4840.  

Today’s Challenge: 

The week leading into Easter Sunday is known in churches as Holy Week or Passion Week. The word 

passion, as used here, comes from the Latin, “pati” or to endure or suffer (See 

https://www.gotquestions.org/passion-of-Christ.html). Jesus truly did suffer on our account, and 

our goal this week is to understand this reality in full depth. It can be very difficult for us to 

understand everything surrounding Easter, so take time to ask God to give you a deeper grasp of 

His word and Passion.  We are also including a brief article for each day for further study starting 

with Holy Monday. https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Monday.html .  Additionally, we will be 

offering a Good Friday service on the 7th where we will show the movie, “The Passion of The Christ”. 

*Parent notice: this is a Rated R movie for graphic violence. If you have a child that you would like 

to bring, we will have a kids movie available in childcare. * 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.gotquestions.org/passion-of-Christ.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Monday.html
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, April 4th, 2023  

Day 2 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 

Going Deeper: 

Briefly summarize this parable.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the lesson Jesus is teaching here? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

In the days leading up to His death and resurrection, Jesus performed miracles and taught many 

parables about the kingdom of heaven and His second coming. In fact, if you look back into Matthew 

24, you will see that Jesus was speaking to His disciples about the end of the age, what to be looking 

for, to be ready at all times because no one knows the day or hour He will return, not even the 

angels or the Son of Man – just the Father.  (See Matthew 24:36-44)  

The Jewish marriage of the day had three parts: the engagement, or agreement between the 

fathers; the betrothal which was a ceremony that was binding the engagement and the wedding 

itself. It is the wedding portion that Jesus is referring to in this parable. It typically took a year for 

the groom to come for his bride, and so in this parable, the groom was delayed. It was common for 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A36-44&version=ESV
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the bride to have bridesmaids who would meet the groom on the way and here because of the 

groom’s delay they fell asleep.  

This is an incredible picture of how believers should be prepared for Christ’s return. These 10 

bridesmaids had fallen asleep, but is that the true issue here?  In the parable, the bridesmaids 

weren’t scolded for sleeping but five of them were left out of the wedding due to being unprepared 

when the groom arrived. This points to the truth that there are those in the church who are saved 

and those who think they are but are not. It also points to those who THINK they’re ready for Jesus 

to come back and those who ARE ready. How does this challenge you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you know if you are truly ready? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This is not a matter of not living life to the fullest, but to do it being prepared heart, mind, and soul 

should He call you home or return on the clouds.  

Today’s Challenge: 

Jesus’ sacrifice means so much more than being forgiven of sins… it should result in a radically 

changed life. We have already spent quite a bit of time on this subject throughout this study, so for 

today’s challenge, rather than listing ways, or things to do, to be prepared, please read and 

meditate on Psalm 51 making it your prayer to God. As you read, listen for His voice and journal 

anything He reveals to you about being ready for His return.  Holy Week study: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Tuesday.html 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Tuesday.html
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Wednesday, April 5th, 2023 

Day 3 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 26:1-29 

Going Deeper: 

After Jesus finished teaching about the ten bridesmaids and other parables of His return, what did 

He tell His disciples about Himself in verses 1-2 today?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were the chief priests and elders plotting to do in verses 3-5?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Briefly describe the scene in verses 6-13 and note what you notice about the attitude of the 

disciples.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What then took place in verses 14-16?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 17-25, what did Jesus want to celebrate with His disciples?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did He also reveal about His betrayal?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think Judas asked if it would be him when he just made a deal with the chief priests? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A1-29&version=ESV
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 In the remaining verses, what did Jesus do with His disciples and what did it mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

It was Jesus’ desire to celebrate the Passover with His disciples. They didn’t know it then, but the 

institution of Passover and its meaning (See Exodus 12) was a foreshadowing of Christ, the Lamb of 

God who would save those covered by His blood from death.  

In their humanity, they were still earthly minded, thinking their time had come to be part of a 

significant political shift with Jesus as their earthly King. It’s almost funny, how we think and do 

things while missing the bigger picture! But we don’t need to lose heart – Jesus was well aware of 

this and demonstrated supernatural patience with them – He knew what they were about to go 

through and He prayed for them, turn to Luke 22:24-32 – what do these verses add to the scene in 

todays’ reading?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It is a huge mistake to think that becoming a Christian means the promise of an easy life. The Bible 

teaches that we can be certain we will face trials, temptations, persecution, rejection, fear, 

loneliness… which is why Jesus tells us we need to count the cost of following Him. Read Luke 9:23-

25, Luke 14:25-30, what do these passages teach about the cost?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Up to this point, the disciples had experienced some trials and persecution, but nothing like what 

they were about to. Knowing full well what a Roman crucifixion entailed it would have been a shock 

to hear that following Him would require an excruciating death to their personal desires. But the 

cost to anyone who is serious about choosing Christ can be painful… if you have already chosen to 

follow Him, what has it cost you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you haven’t made this decision, yet, what would it cost you?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2012&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A24-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A23-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A23-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A25-30&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is Jesus worth it?  (For further information, go to: https://www.apu.edu/articles/the-science-of-

the-crucifixion/) 

Today’s Challenge: 

Although being a Christian is not always easy, God does give His children hope and blessings – in 

this life and for eternity. Our eternal guarantee is in Heaven, our hope and guarantee here is that 

regardless of the hardships we face, we can do so with peace and joy. How does this 

challenge/encourage you? In Philippians 3:8-11, the apostle Paul expresses his passion for the value 

of knowing Christ…do you feel the same?     

For more on the meaning of Passover, go to: https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-Passover.html 

and https://www.gotquestions.org/Passover-Seder.html Holy Week Study: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Spy-Wednesday.html  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, April 6th, 2023  

Day 4 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

https://www.apu.edu/articles/the-science-of-the-crucifixion/
https://www.apu.edu/articles/the-science-of-the-crucifixion/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A8-11&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-Passover.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Passover-Seder.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Spy-Wednesday.html
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Today’s Reading: John 13:1-20 

Going Deeper: 

In this portion of scripture, what did Jesus do for the disciples?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was He teaching them? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

If we are familiar with this account, it can be as easily passed by as the Easter message because we 

are too familiar with the “story”.  This is more than a servant leadership example, this is the practical 

demonstration of what it costs to follow Jesus.  

In the Jewish culture, it was the job of the lowest servant to wash feet for a meal. At this time the 

common footwear would be sandals, and walking on dirt roads as they did, feet would be very dirty. 

For a meal like this one, it would have been eaten at a table about the height of a coffee table while 

reclining/leaning on a pillow since there were no chairs…so you understand the need for clean feet! 

Jesus, knowing He was going to be crucified in a matter of hours, takes the time to serve His disciples 

in the most humble way - out of love. Verse 1 says He loved His own and loved them to the end. 

What does this mean? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Let’s think of it this way, if you were given a medical diagnosis with one week to live, what would 

you likely be doing? Chances are you would get your affairs in order, spend as much time with 

family as possible or maybe even make amends where necessary. However, would it occur to you 

to serve others in a humble way like this with the precious few hours you have left? Moreso, would 

you seek out someone who treated you poorly or who was considered an enemy and serve them? 

Read Luke 6:27-36, what does Jesus teach about loving enemies?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A1-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A27-36&version=ESV
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You may have noticed it says, “do good” to our enemies – how hard is this to do? We may be ok 

with praying for them or even being nice if we have to, but Jesus raises the bar – DO GOOD. It is 

important we realize that when Jesus washed the disciple’s feet, He had an enemy in the midst – 

who was it?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did He wash Judas’ feet as well?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this demonstrate the cost of following Jesus?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

How willing are you to bless and serve someone who is an enemy? Serving someone who could be 

considered an enemy could mean doing a kind act, giving a kind word, or even provide something 

they need like food, money, etc. How does this impact you? Is there someone in your life who would 

fit this description? How can you follow Jesus’ example? Keep in mind that loving our enemy has 

nothing to do with how we feel about it, but how we love God. It has nothing to do with whether 

we feel they deserve it but because God showed us mercy when we didn’t deserve it. The goal is to 

bring glory to God and give a person what is good for them.  

Holy Week Study: https://www.gotquestions.org/Maundy-Thursday.html  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Maundy-Thursday.html
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Friday, April 7th, 2023 

Day 5 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

Today’s Reading: John 19:1-42 

Going Deeper: 

In verses 1-16, what is the interaction between the chief priests and Pilate?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the Jews want Pilate to do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was Pilate’s initial response?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What finally convinced him to do what the Jews wanted?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 17-22, what was the inscription put above Jesus on the cross?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the Jews want Pilate to do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What prophecy was fulfilled in verses 23-24?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What other scripture was fulfilled in verses 28 and 31-37?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19%3A1-42&version=ESV
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Briefly describe the burial of Jesus and who was involved. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

Before we start, turn to Psalm 22:1-18,  Mark 15:34-35 and Matthew 27:46-47 list all of the verses 

from these passages that were fulfilled in todays’ reading.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What makes Psalm 22 unique is that it not only describes activities around the person that match 

the crucifixion account, but the exact physical reality of a Roman crucifixion which didn’t yet exist 

(vs. 14-15)!  

If you are a believer, how does the fulfillment of this scripture over 700 years later affirm the truth 

of the crucifixion and who Jesus is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If a person is a skeptic, how could these passages help?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are numerous Old Testament scriptures that were fulfilled in the life, crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ…  these links are some good resources to explore this: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=Old+Testament+propheci

es+of+Jesus  - this link will have several additional articles to read. You can also pick up a copy of 

“40 Messianic Prophecies that Point to Jesus” at the Connections counter or click on this link. 

The miracle of the crucifixion is that it was planned from the beginning (Genesis 3) and Jesus 

willingly offered His physical body to the torture and shame. The heart break of it is that His own 

people went from hailing Him as King to insisting He suffer a criminal’s death all due to jealousy.  

Even His own disciples would go through a temporary identity crisis when put to the test (See Luke 

22:31,  Luke 22:34, Mark 14:50).  Have you ever been tempted to “deny” knowing Christ to protect 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+22%3A1-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15%3A34-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A46-47&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=Old+Testament+prophecies+of+Jesus
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=Old+Testament+prophecies+of+Jesus
40-Messianic-Prophecies-download.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A50&version=ESV
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yourself from trouble or embarrassment? It can happen to our kids in school, in our workplace, or 

even our family.  In Luke 22:54-62 Peter was “sifted” by the devil and denied knowing Jesus three 

times.  However, there is good news…  in  Luke 22:32 Jesus tells Peter that “when” he turns back, 

to strengthen his brothers – what hope does this give?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The take away for each of us is that not only should we count the cost of following Him, be prepared 

for His return, but also be prepared to be put to the test. Are you?  

Today’s Challenge: 

Read 1 Peter 3:13-17 and Luke 12:11-12, what do these verses teach about being prepared with an 

answer? How do these two passages differ? These are not contradicting each other but addressing 

different situations… one is in the context of conversation, the other in the face of persecution. 

Take a moment to think about what you should say to someone who asks you why you follow Jesus. 

What are some other questions a person could ask you that you can be prepared to answer? What 

scripture can you use? Holy Week Study:   https://www.gotquestions.org/Good-Friday.html , 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Holy-Saturday.html 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A54-62&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A32&version=ESV
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Saturday, April 8th, 2023 

Day 6 
As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through His word. As you read, listen for 

His voice in scripture. 

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. 

Today’s Reading: John 20:1-31 

Going Deeper: 

What took place in verses 1-10?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did the disciples not yet understand?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 11-18, who did Mary see in the tomb?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think the angels appeared to her and not Peter and “the other” disciple (likely John)? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Who else did Mary see?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did she recognize Him at first? Why do you think that is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus tell her to do?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where were the disciples according to verses 19 – 23?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What evidence did He show that it was Him?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-31&version=ESV
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus do in verse 22?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the remainder of the chapter, who was not there when Jesus first appeared to the disciples? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus do for him to prove He was alive?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Jesus say about those who will believe in Him not having seen Him in the flesh?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As John ends this, what does he tell us in verses 30-31? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions for journaling: 

We can’t possibly imagine what was going through the minds of the disciples after Jesus was 

crucified… but we can be certain that fear and confusion were overwhelming all of them.  They 

probably felt certain they would be the next to be crucified, their Master gone, no one was there 

to protect them or tell them how to handle this. On top of all that, His body is missing!  

The foundation of Christianity is the fact that Jesus is alive, risen! There was no body, turn to 

Matthew 28:11-15 and note what deception was planned to cover this fact.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This is what sets Christianity apart from all other religions – their prophets who have all died 

continue to be in their graves. But it wasn’t just the disciples who saw Jesus, turn to 1 Corinthians 

15:3-8, here the apostle Paul gives testimony to the number of witnesses – how many did Jesus 

appear to after His resurrection?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this impact you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A11-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A3-8&version=ESV
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In today’s reading we continue to see the humanity of Jesus’ followers - the disciple’s fear, Thomas’ 

doubt and Jesus lovingly giving them what they needed to believe.  This is what He does for all of 

us – He gives each individual what is needed to believe Him. John tells us that the purpose of this 

book is so that we would believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus told Thomas blessed are those 

who believe without seeing…  What did/does Jesus give you to believe He is who He says He is?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Challenge: 

This Easter spend time thanking God for loving you so much that He gave His Son to pay for your 

sins and give you new life. Thank Jesus for loving you so much that He willingly suffered a brutal 

death so you wouldn’t have to.  Invite someone to come to church with you who needs to hear this 

message of love and hope. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


