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The book of Proverbs speaks of how a good report is healthy for us (Proverbs 15:30 The 
light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat.). We share 
this report from far countries and trust this will bring joy and thankfulness to your hearts 
as well! As always, we remain thankful to God our Father by our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
opportunity to serve in this work in the dispensation of God’s grace.  
Zjaan and I visited South Africa in October where we spent five weeks with our family 
and Saints and churches with their ministries. This report will also contain an update of 
the work in other parts of Africa. 
Before we share additional information, we firstly want to acknowledge our thankfulness for the 
saints at Graceway Bible Church Edgewater (our local church). They have supported us and given 
us this time to be away and have faithfully continued doing the work of ministry. Recently, Robert 
Bell was ordained and is now the Assistant Pastor at Graceway Bible Church. Robert and his wife 
Breanna faithfully serve in our local ministries.  They direct our Summer Youth/Teen camp. They 
have a beautiful baby girl, Gabriella, who is 6 months old. Robert teaches at our church and stands 
in for me when we are away with missions. 
We are also thankful for YOUR support to Graceway Bible Ministries, as part of this trip was financed by your giving 
and supported by your prayers. Always thankful to God our Father by Christ Jesus our Lord! 

 

We planned a trip to Kenya and Zambia for February 2023, but due to logistics etc. 
we decided to split the trip and go only to Kenya in February. After talking with the 
brothers in Zambia, we decided to go there in May.  It is more suitable for them and 
travelling will be easier since May is not in the rainy season. This worked out well 
also for Brother Russel Sheppard (Grace Bible Fellowship, Ann Arbor MI), who 
plans on going with me to Zambia.  
We are excited to announce that Zjaan (my wife) and April 

(Matthew Hawley’s wife) will be going with us to Kenya (Feb 10-23, 2023) as the Believers there 
desired our wives to visit as well. This will be a wonderful opportunity for them both as neither 
have travelled to Kenya before. When we told the Saints in Kenya that our wives are coming, 

they were very excited. I think they are more excited to see our wives than us      .  
We have a Pastors and Wives conference planned for February 13-17 in the Runyenjes area. 
There will be over 40 men and women (2 Timothy 2:2) who are actively involved in the work 
there. These men and women will travel to and stay for the week. Travelling, lodging and meals 
will be provided by us for this important conference. During our time there we will also be teaching at the churches 
of Simon, Festus, and Titus. Zjaan and April will have ladies’ meetings and help with children’s ministry. We will also 
discuss the road forward as there is tremendous growth.  The work is expanding beyond their local counties. 
Our trip to Zambia is mainly focused on a first meeting face to face with Charles and Goldben. Charles has for the last 
couple of years overseen a class of 20 students who get together to have the G.S.B. classes. It has been a slow process 

with many distractions, such as the isolation with Covid, and local issues and the rainy season. 
I put brother Charles and Goldben in contact with one another. They have met and are thankful 
to know there are others who understand God’s word rightly divided. Both Brother Russel and 
I are looking forward to meeting and teach these Saints, and to learn from them. Our prayer is 
for all these Saints to stand in truth, and we desire to be helpers of their joy so they can stand 
by faith.   
We ask for your continued support in remembering us in prayer for this time as we minister 
there.   

We are thankful and humbled by this wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord in this ministry to Africa.  
 
 
 
 

Reaching Africa by Teaching Faithful Men & Women 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 : 3 1   
… and yet shew I unto you  

a more  exce l lent way .  

Proverbs 25:25 

As   cold   waters  
to  a  thirsty  soul,  
so  is  good   news  
from a far country.  
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South Africa – October 2022  
The trip to SA was 2-fold in that we went to see our family (last visit was 2016) and believers 
with whom we have regular contact through our ministry. As many of you are aware, all our 
family are in South Africa.  
 

Our base was in Port Elizabeth, and we mainly stayed with our parents and my sisters. We had 
very good opportunities to talk Bible with some of our family, with positive reception and 
discussions.  One does not always realize how precious family is, but when one sees them face 
to face, one realizes how much they have been missed.  We are thankful that most of our family 
know that Christ died for their sins, was buried, and rose again for their eternal salvation.   
 
Grace Church Port Elizabeth – Aydn and Michelle Wilson  
Aydn and Michelle have come a long way with us as we have introduced them to 
right division almost 30 years ago.  Brother Aydn has been faithfully teaching the 
word of God rightly divided and is growing, as we all do, and maturing in the Word 
of God’s grace.  I’m thankful to God for Aydn and our regular Bible studies and 
discussions on WhatsApp and Zoom.   
When we arrived at Grace Church PE, the folks recognized me from seeing me on 
the TV and big screen when I stood in for Aydn for several weeks while he was very 
ill and being treated for leukemia.  We received a warm reception and were asked 
to come back after teaching two Sundays.  We are encouraged by many of them growing in understanding the word of 
truth and are thankful for Aydn’s teaching.   
After being seriously ill, brother Aydn’s health has improved tremendously and he’s quickly getting back to his old self 
again.  He has residual leukemia and is monitored regularly.  During his illness we could see the doctrine effectually 
working in him and we are thankful also for Michelle for being an encouragement and help to him.   
Paul’s words in Philippians 2:27, regarding God’s mercy on Epaphroditus comes to mind, with thanksgiving.       
 

Aydn and I met with brother Leon Soul from Motherwell, who is teaching grace there.  About 22 years ago I taught him 
and several other men the basics of right division.  Brother Leon was very excited and needed the encouragement to 
become focused on the ministry.  We are encouraged by his desire for the truth and are furnishing him with materials 
and support for the work in Motherwell. 
 
Grace Now Ministries Port Elizabeth – Paul and Janice Vice with his sister, Lauren Vice   

This is a ministry in a different part of Port Elizabeth.  As always, it was 
wonderful and edifying to meet with Paul, Janice, Lauren and with the 
other saints.  Our first meeting with them was over breakfast and lasted 
for about 6 hours, in which much of the time was talking about the Word 
of God’s grace which builds us up.  Time flies when you talk about the 
word of God and ministry.  Our time together was very profitable, and 
we were encouraged by one another. 
We had a wonderful opportunity to teach with an interactive style at their Sunday meeting.  

The saints there was an encouragement as we witnessed their understanding and growth in the Word of God. 
During this time, it was an honour to present one of their assembly, Linda Blandford, her 
Diploma and pin for completing the Grace School of the Bible program. Among those that 
we minister with, Linda is officially the first student in South Africa to finish the course 
and do the final exam.  Some of the students are actively involved in ministry and secular 
work and find it difficult to find the time to finish the course. I passed on Richard Jordan’s 
encouragement and exhortation to continue with their studies.  
Several years ago, brother Paul was in a very serious motorcycle accident (mentioned in a previous newsletter), which 
left him in a coma, but we are thankful to God, by Christ Jesus that after a long recovery period, is doing well, and is 
actively doing the work of the ministry and teaching the truth faithfully.  Brother Paul, his wife Janice, Lauren, and the 
saints there are a great encouragement to us. 

Linda Blandford  

Sister Lauren Vice  
Paul and Janice Vice  

Aydn and Michelle Wilson  



We also met a new student, Mbulelo Mpike, who is a pastor at a Church of Christ.  He has 
completed the first year of Grace School of the Bible and growing in his understanding.    
Mbulelo expressed to me how excited he was to learn that God’s word effectually works in 
those that believe, and for all the new doctrine he is learning.  He is committed to complete 
the rest of the course as he teaches these truths to his church.  We are thankful for Paul and 
Lauren for overseeing and supporting him and we pray for all in this growing process. 

  

Cape Town Trip 
As we were in South Africa for almost 5 weeks, we had enough time to take a trip to Cape Town to visit the fellow saints from Grace 
Bible Church. We met with several saints, including Aunty Faith, Susan, Heidi, Mark Sonderup and Eldridge and Clarissa.  Faith, 
Susan, and Heidi regularly get together to watch videos from our “Graceway Bible Church Edgewater” YouTube channel.  We had 
a wonderful time catching up with them, and we trust that we were an encouragement to them.  Only one couple attend a grace 
church with whom we are not associated.  We are thankful that they continue loving the Lord and his word and are serving in that 
assembly. We pray these saints continue to grow and we commend them to the word of His grace to build them up. 
While in Cape Town, we met our old friends, Cal and Sue from Faith Baptist Church, Durbanville, and had good and interesting 
discussions.  Although Cal is an Independent Acts 2 Baptist, we still had a wonderful time with them as friends and saints in the 
body of Christ. 
The trip to Cape Town takes 9 hours by car and on the way there and back we stopped midway to see our uncle and aunt.  Sadly, 
they recently lost their only son, Kevin to cancer at a young middle age.  Our discussions with them were about the comfort God’s 
word brings and the hope we have in the gospel.  We also had interesting discussions around Bible translations and the doctrine 
of preservation, which was well received.  These are discussions we never had before and are thankful that we could this time.  It 
is our prayer that it will have an impact forward.  Our uncle even had an interest in doing Grace School of the Bible, of which we 
provided him with the first year’s material.   
   

Plettenberg Bay 
On the way back to Port Elizabeth, we stopped in at Plettenberg Bay to visit with brother 
Norman Doyle, a contact from Paul Vice. Although we didn’t know him, he knew about us 
from following conferences online.  He was very excited to meet with us and a great time 
was had talking about doctrine and ministry.  Norman heard the doctrine many years ago 
while being active in the Pentecostal movement and shelved the message for some years.  
About three years ago, he received a Facebook memory of the information shared with him 
by a brother, Conrad Engelbrecht. He then re-looked at the doctrine and was in hook, line, 
and sinker.  Norman is without a local church and like-minded saints near him.  He is 
extremely excited about God’s word rightly divided and actively shares his understanding on social media.   
It is needful to continue in prayer for this brother and other like saints who are isolated and not in a privileged position of having a 
local church to attend.  We are thankful for many ministries who make their messages available online and for social media 
interaction. 
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Dear beloved brother Des,  
Christian greetings in Jesus precious Name and the name 
above all names in this age and that which is to come. I hope 

you are well with all yours and have enjoyed the fellowship of the Saints back at home. We are doing well in 
Kenya and pressings toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ, the ministry is well and 
strong in grace despite the opposition of the enemy.  
The Local Churches are increasing spiritually and in number as the word is taught, understood, and received 
by the Saints and then the saints become the Ambassadors of Christ to the communities. Locals Churches are 
now being established and are pillar and ground of truth which is impacting the community by demonstrating 
the life of Christ. 
Grace Conferences have brought impact in the communities and bringing eternal glory and praise to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
as souls are saved and come to the knowledge of the truth and freedom from bondage (religion) to liberty in Christ. 
We are thankful to our Saviour for his sufficient grace because despite of hunger and drought in Kenya the word of God is having its 
free course and the gospel is going forward to other corners of Kenya. 
Pray for the many families which are undergoing sleepless nights, poverty, malnutrition and mainly Pastors families. 
Hosting our Conferences is always a challenge due to the high cost of hall, boarding Facilities, food etc., in future we may need a g.s.b 
structure where men and women can come and board for a week and be edified, fellowship together, build each other in the truth. 
G.S.B-KENYA is a growing ministry and is impacting many with the truth by teaching the word rightly diving and proclaiming Jesus 
Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, 2 Timothy2:15, Romans 16:25-26. 
 

By help of brother Festus, Titus we are able to establish other training Centre's which are studying the G.S.B study materials and others 
are being trained also 2 Timothy 2:2 
 

CENTRE & CLASS LEADERS: 
SOKO, JOEL NTHIGA; MUFU, GEOFRY CHANGWA; KARURUMO, PETER KARANJA; KAREREMA, JOYCE 
ITUGURURU(Meru), TITUS MUTHENGI; CHUKA TOWN, JAMES; KIRITIRI TOWN, MOSES 
KARAMBARI, ENDWIN; NAIROBI, FELIX, STEPHEN; RUNYENJES TOWN, JEREMIAH MURITHI 
 

 We travel and train G.S.B study lessons in all the centers and 
leave the leaders to train others 
Thanks for the provision of KJV BIBLES, TRACTS, GIFTS, 
SUPPORT, STUDY MATERIASL, BOOKS. many have come across 
the truth via tracts, and this is helping in furtherance of the gospel, 
we absolutely appreciate and need more tracts to reach 
thousands of souls in this wonderful ministry 
We have forwarded many KJV BIBLES to the training Centre's and 
the word is working effectually in our communities and revival is 
being experienced. 
Your input to this ministry is bringing glory and praise to our Lord 
Jesus Christ and eternally you are investing to our eternal God and 
he will make more grace to abound in all you and many 

thanksgiving to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Blessed to bless. 
Pray for the Ladies ministries that the word will open the eyes of many to know the truth 
Pray for the Pastors/students who are experiencing challenges as they minister the gospel to others, for boldness and utterances of 
the mystery, their tent making life, that they will provide for their families 
Pray for the upcoming Conferences that the word of grace will revive the faithful, diligent Christians to faithfully serve and proclaim 
the mystery. 
Greet the Saints especially Matthew for us. 
Blessings to you and all yours 
Your Brother in Christ, Eph 3NINE 
SIMON  

Kenya Update - Simon  

Titus, John, James, Francis, Geofrey, Peter Karanja & Jeremiah Murithi 

Festus – Bible distribution Sister Joyce (white shirt)  Sister Ann with Children’s class 



Brother Festus (Kenya) reports that his family and general ministry is well.   
He expressed thanks to God and his sincere appreciation for all the help they receive to 
serve in their part of the world. He is thankful for the saints who partner with them in 
any way in this “noble cause”.   

• On behalf of the Karambari saints and himself, he is thankful for the support they 
received for the completion of their building.  To have a building with the capacity 
of 100 people is a great help. They have classes and all church meetings there.  

• Festus also thanks God for the new motorcycle, which helps him travel to and from 
classes with ease.   

Your support to Graceway is what enabled us to help him with his motorcycle and building project.  
Brother Festus faithfully teaches Bible studies and school classes in his area, and this building and 
motorcycle are very needful tools. 
The Thika saints are doing well, are happy and excited.  The plan is to meet at least once per month. 
He asks that we pray that the fire of the gospel will continue to burn.   
 

Brother Titus Milthengi (Kenya), Kandega and surrounding areas 
Titus is a faithful minister of the gospel and works with Simon and Festus regularly.  He has faithful men working with him in the 
local and surrounding areas of Rubate Location.  We receive reports from Titus that the men and woman from Rubate are edified 
by what they learn from the scriptures rightly divided.   
The Itugururu Class are planning to start a public evangelism ministry in their nearby town.   
We receive a report that the tract “Why Paul” was given to a man who had killed his brother 
who got saved and now is attending Church regularly.  Titus asked for prayer for him to be 
established in the grace of our Lord. 
Titus is always very thankful for God’s abundant grace and mercy toward him, his family, and 
Kandega Congregation.  Titus expressed his thanks for the financial support he receives and 
for making his transportation easy with the new motorcycle.  He says it is a very great love 
shown to him.   
Currently, with the help of Simon, his mentor and helper, he is continuing his GSB study and 
is busy with the Book of Daniel.  We receive regular communication from Titus, and it is always very encouraging to hear his affairs. 
 

Women’s Ministry Kenya 
Grace Champion Ladies Kenya are students at Grace School of the Bible, who have started 
having local conferences and seminars.  They report that the meetings are going well and 
bringing families together.   It is their desire to continue meeting with the women.  Challenges 
they face is the need for Bibles, study guides and transportation.  They send their greetings 
to the ladies in the USA and request we pray for them as they do for us.  

 

Peter Karanga (Kenya), Praise Karurumo Church, Simon’s first student. 
The brethren at this congregation are very happy for the wisdom and knowledge they receive from the teaching of God’s word.  
Peter reports that many of the people are confident of eternal security through Christ Jesus, our Lord.  The men, women and 
children are very happy and encouraged.  They are thankful for the help and support they receive. 
Peter says that the Bible Explosion weekend meeting they had was powerful and that many were blessed.  Visitors requested more 
of these meetings. More support will help them have a monthly weekend meeting (in his words a “Big Bible Study”).   
Peter is in an area where there is a training center with many students from all over Kenya.  In his immediate area there are about 
4,000 people.  Peter has handed out many tracts, including “Total Forgiveness of Sin”, “Am I Going to Heaven?” and “Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth” brochure.  He requests more bibles, and at least 2000 brochures/tracts for this outreach.   
 
Brother James (Kenya), pastor from Chuka Town Tharaka-Hithi County 
James is studying Manuscript Evidence currently and is very blessed by it. 
The city in which James lives has a population of about 20,000 people, who have not heard the message of God’s grace.  He asks 
for prayers that people will respond positively.  James is thankful for the tracts and bibles which he received from Simon.  They 
need more tracts and bibles seeing the ministry is expanding and more people want to know more about the gospel of God’s grace.     
 
Brother Joel Ntlaga (Kenya) 
In Soko, Joel and the saints are thankful for Simon, Festus and Titus who faithfully teach them on a weekly basis.  They are also 
appreciative for the kind donation of Bibles, tracts and study materials that enable them to learn and teach the Word of God rightly 
divided.  They thank God for the assistance they receive.  In addition to the classes, they are having home fellowships for those 
who are fearful of a classroom setting. 
 

Festus – New Church Building 

Titus  -   Simon  -  Festus 

Grace Champion Ladies 



Zambia and Sierra Leone - We receive all positive reports from Brother Charles Banda in Zambia, who oversees the GSB 
class there. The students are continuing slow but steady. They continue to be thankful for this 
wonderful teaching they are receiving through the video and transcript classes. Brother Charles 
and some of the students have started going to other areas to share the truths they are learning 
with new students.  
I also have contact with a brother, Goldben, who is a 
young man, but very committed to the word rightly 
divided. I received his contact details via Paul and 
Lauren at Grace Now Ministries. They are in constant 
contact with Goldben and provides him with study 
materials. I look forward to meeting him and Charles, 
with the students face to face in May 2023, and to 
learn more about where they are at and how we can 
be helpers of their joy so they can stand by faith! 
In Sierra Leone brother John Abdulai is continuing and what he reports is he is still studying and 
teaching the materials we forward to him. We continue to provide financial support to his family 
as he takes care of a couple orphan boys. We receive regular gifts from the Shorewood Bible 
church Sunday School for this cause. I would love to go visit but have not set a date to do so. 
 

 
Where is your financial support used?  

• Monthly stipend to Simon and Festus to help them with travel and take care of their families as they faithfully 
teach the word at many locations.  
o Smaller monthly financial gifts to the other faithful men and women mentioned in this newsletter.  

• Funds for the motorcycles, building supplies, etc.  

• King James Bibles and tracts etc. – Given out over 700 KJB’s in 2022 – we aim to give out at least 1000 in 2023. 
o Cost per Bible +/- $10 each – Funds sent to Simon, who picks them up from the distributor in Nairobi.  

• Printers and printing materials for class notes used by the teachers in various venues. We do this for Kenya and 
Zambia. Printing the lessons and giving them out in a folder is cheaper than send printing material from here. 

• Support to John Abdulai in Sierra Leone as he teaches the message of grace and takes care of Joshua and Gideon.  

• Traveling and other costs incurred to do this work. 

 
 

 
How to financially support this ministry - All support is payable to “Graceway Bible Church” marked “Missions” using 
the address on the newsletter heading. We hope to add an electronic support soon. 
 
Thanking God our Father by Jesus Christ our Lord for you.  
Grace, Mercy and Peace  
Des & Zjaan Strydom 
  

Reaching Africa by Teaching Faithful Men & Women 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

Sierra Leone 

John, Maria and family 

Goldben and Students 

Titus teaching in Itugururu Bro Opiyo Felix with Pastor Simon and church 

Festus – New Church Building 

 

1 Timothy 2:4  
Who will have all men to be saved, and to 

come unto the knowledge of the truth. 


