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January 2017 
Greetings Fellow Saints! 

Wow! Time is going by so quickly and we are 

already in 2017. We are thankful for your support 

this past year and trust that we can continue the 

work until the glorious appearing of the great God 

and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Without your prayers 

and financial support it would be a difficult task to 

support the ministry in Africa, so we thank our God 

for you and for His faithfulness who has called us 

unto the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

We sure face uncertain times in this world, but we 

are assured of God’s all sufficient grace.  Nothing 

can separate us from the Love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus.  It’s this love that motivates us to 

continue and redeem the time.  

1 Corinthians 15:57-58 But thanks be to God, 

which giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, 

be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 

that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

 

Bibles for Africa! 

In 2016 it was our goal to place 1000 Bibles in 

Kenya and although we did not reach that number 

we are thankful that we have placed 800 Bibles.  

Everyone that has received a Bible by the hand of 

Pastor Simon (see below) is very thankful for this 

great gift. How excited we are when we are able to 

buy or receive a new Bible!  Now imagine how 

exciting it is for Believers to receive their first Bible 

ever!  Whether it was a $10 gift for one Bible or 

$2000 for 200 Bibles, we are grateful for your 

contribution to this cause.   

The project to provide Bibles to saints in Africa will 

continue as we receive funds to do so.    

Psalms 119:140 Thy word is very pure: 

therefore thy servant loveth it. 
 

 

Grace School of the Bible in Africa 

The classes that are offered and taught by Simon 

and Festus in Kenya continue to grow. Currently 

they have five different locations where students 

meet and the school material (Bible truth) is taught. 

There is as always a need for supplies and printing 

for these faithful men that desire to see the word of 

truth go out. We have been supporting this ministry 

but as it is growing there is a greater need to help 

support these men to do this work. Travelling 

expenses, printing, food and accommodation are 

among the needs to help make this more profitable 

(spiritually).    

Over the last year with the request for funds for 

Bibles more funds have come in for Bibles and the 

general mission fund has decreased. 

    

Simon and Festus delivering Bibles 
 
News and Greetings from Simon 
Grace peace and mercy from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. As the eve of the new year starts 
we are bound to thank God for whom he has made us 
to be in Christ even calling us and entrusting a gospel 
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of higher calling unto us. The gospel that only saves, 
establishes men, the only and true gospel to be 
preached and gospel that makes the heart of our Lord 
Rejoice. What a calling!!! 
Its encouraging to hear all that the Lord is doing 
through us and ministries under our care. We rejoice 
for  work , ministry under Pastor Geoffrey , the Sunday 
school training , midweeks fellowship  which had an 
impact to the community, leaders program me and the 
growth of the church. We thank our Lord for the work 
done by our Dear Pastor Cosmus in Western Kenya, 
our prayers is that many will be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.  
We absolutely appreciate our dear Pastor Festus. We 
have traveled thousands of Kilometers , endured rough 
roads, he has voluntary used his resources to see the 
gospel move forward his input has been of positive 
impact to many, We started training with two Pastors 
but great grace was upon us and now we have 
established 5 training centers with 52 students. The 
work of the Lord is very challenging yet very 
rewarding, we have worked with our own hands to see 
that the is making an impact to the communities. This 
year we are glad to have one of the students , Pastor 
Titus , willing to help in teaching some of the classes .  
We are proud of Des, a dear brother , fellow worker in 
Christ and the one who has deeply established to this 
wonderful and important truth, we have no words to 
appreciate him but to say thanks , God to remember 
his labor of love , he is helper of joy to the truth. He 
has provided funds for  Bibles  KJV. Many were 
blessed and transformed after understanding the true 
bible, we have preserved the word of God. All of us 
have received Bibles and is my prayers the eyes of 
many will be opened to see the truth. Let the year 
2017 be a year to bring many to Christ, for His praise 
and glory,  
As we pray, remember  Pastor Festus and i as we take 
our children to high school. 
Pray for the lost 
Pray for the students 
Pray for Des, and that at our Lords time he will visit 
Kenya and especially this Year. He is looking for a 
VISA; 
Wishing you a joyous, prosperous new Year in Christ 
Your brother in Christ, Simon 

 

The students in South Africa continue to go through 

the school and we are very thankful for the word of 

God that works in those that believe it. As always 

there is a great excitement when students start out in 

the first semester and year and as time goes on they 

realise that this is a lot to take on with work, 

ministry, school and life. For this reason some 

students have fallen away, some are behind and 

some continue to press on doing their test for 

grading and some non-graded students.  

 

Mission Trips for 2017  

After many months I received my passport and now 

can plan the trips outside of the USA for this 

coming year. 

I do plan to visit Kenya this year to encourage the 

Brethren there and to see their work. This trip is 

long overdue and much needed for the Saints there. 

Please remember us in prayer as we work to make 

this trip happen. We will need financial support to 

make this trip happen. 

Zjaan and I plan to visit South Africa via the 

Netherlands possibly the end of August this year. 

We look forward to spending time and ministry 

with Jan & Paula Stelma and the rest of the Saints in 

Netherlands and we know Saints in Norway and 

other parts of Europe who would like to see us as 

well. From there we will visit our family in South 

Africa but also very importantly visit and do 

ministry with the likeminded Believers and students 

in South Africa.  

 

How to Give - All support can be made out 

to “Graceway Bible Church” and marked 

for “Missions” or “Bibles” and mailed to 

the address on the newsletter. 

You can encourage your local church to 

collect the funds and send one check to 

support this ministry to make all men see 

what is the fellowship of the mystery.   

 

Pray for this Ministry 

Please continue to remember us as we 

seek to make the message of the preaching 

of Jesus Christ according to the revelation 

of the mystery available in areas of Africa 

(and worldwide) where it is not readily 

available. 
 

Grace and Peace 

Des & Zjaan Strydom 
 

Philippians 1:3-6 I thank my God upon every 
remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of 

mine for you all making request with joy, For 
your fellowship in the gospel from the first day 

until now; Being confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 


